
A comfortable steering wheel and 
responsive power steering make 

maneuvering easy, even in tight quarters 

Its good looks and major components have 
something io common. They're easy to see. 

£B53 Even when it's not dressed up, 

Jacobsen's new Tri-King™ triplex trim 

mower looks great. But don't take our word for it. 

Tilt the top fender and grill out of the way, and lift 

off the air intake cover. When you do, you'll see 

just how easy the Tri-King is to maintain. It's also 

easy to operate with responsive power steering, 

automatic 3-wheel drive, powerful 18 hp gas or 

19 hp diesel engines and the comfortable, new 

easy-on/easy-off operator's area. You'll get the 

highest quality of cut, and a choice of 72" or 84" 

cutting widths with 5-, 7- or 10-blade reels. For 

precise cutting around traps and flower beds, the 

84" model features a generous 10" overhang. 

KILPATRICK 
T U R F E Q U I P M E N T 

NAPLES-(813) 333-6086 
FT. LAUDERDALE • (305) 792-6005 

A wide stance provides solid stability. Plus, you 

can switch from fixed to floating reels by removing 

a single bolt. Ask your Jacobsen distributor for a 

demonstration today, or call 1-800-727-JAKE. 

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURF. 

1/WiCCU 
[TAMPA-(813) 621-3077 
I ORLANDO-(407) 291-1717 

JACKSONVILLE - (904) 448-8070 

TEXTRON 
Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc. 

http ://www. jacobsen. text ron. com 

A new, open layout with increased 
seat adjustment and added leg room 
makes getting on and off easier and 

operating more comfortable. 

Routine maintenance is easy. 
The top fender and grill tilt up 
and out of the way, and the air 

intake cover simply lifts off. 

Improved cutting height and hedknife 
adjusters ensure the highest quality cut 

and trouble-free adjustments. 

A full 25-percent increase in torque 
to the reels powers you through the 

toughest cutting conditions. 



RainHBIRD 
G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

Keeping the golf world greener;™ 

Renovation by Rain Bird 
What do Pebble Beach 

Golf Links®, Cypress Point 
Club, Muirfield Village, 
Shinnecock Hills Golf Course 
and La Quinta-Mountain 
Course have in common? 
Irrigation renovation by Rain 

Bird. In fact, five of the TOP TEN* golf 
courses in the United States have 
all upgraded their irrigation 
systems in recent years with 
state-of-the-art Rain Bird 
irrigation products. 

Whether you have a nine 
hole country club course or a world-
class tournament course, you can achieve 
excellent results by choosing Rain Bird irrigation products 
for your renovation needs. 

Each course presented unique challenges. That's 
why at Rain Bird, we offer a complete range of irrigation 

Reproduced by permission of Pebble Beach Company. 
* As rated by Golf Digest 1993. 

products: Irrigation Control Systems— MAXI® V, PAR, 
MSC satellites—and The Freedom System™, our newest 
wireless technology; remote control valves, both self 
cleaning and pressure regulating in brass or plastic; 
quick coupling valves; and your choice of DR impact 
drive or EAGLE™ gear drive rotors. 

In addition, Rain Bird won't leave you high and 
dry after the sale. Rain Bird's 

Technical Service staff, along 
with our worldwide network 

of distributors, assures 
you immediate after-sales 

service and parts availability. 

Before you choose an irriga-
tion system, consider Rain Bird. 

IT'S THE PRODUCT OF CHOICE. 

Rain^BIRD 
G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

B o y n t o n P u m p & 
I r r igat ion S u p p l y 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 8 2 - 7 3 9 9 
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FOREWORDS P R E S I D E N T S M E S S A G E 6 

In his inaugural message, President Dale Kuehner, CGCS, promises to work towards 
strengthening ties with the Florida Turfgrass Association. "We have different 
priorities but a common goal," he says. 

SPOTLIGHT C R O W F O O T , D I S T I N G U I S H E D service award , M A S T E R 1 0 

Tom Benefield wins the Distinguished Service Award, Vic Conigliaro and the Seven 
Rivers Chapter won the Crowfoot Open, and Daniel Zelazek has won the admiration 
of nearly everyone for his masterful cover portraits of golf courses. 

COVER STORY A L L I N T H E F A M I L Y 2 4 

Dale Kuehner, CGCS served an apprenticeship "from birth to 1988" at his familiy's 
golf course in Pennsylvania before moving to Colony West in Tamarac when his 
grandfather bought out the other equity members. 

HANDS ON T O O L S O F T H E T R A D E 4 0 

Three superintendents, an equipment manager, and a petroleum operations con-
sultant offer different perspectives on keeping all that expensive machinery running 
in top shape. 

HEADS UP SEE YOU ON THE NET 52 
James Moore, director of construction education for the USGA Green Section, says 
the turfgrass information available to any superintendent with a computer and a 
modem will be more up-to-date than anything available at any university library. 

STEWARDSHIP O U T R E A C H A N D C H A N G I N G A T T I T U D E S 5 8 

Golfers' attitudes towards environmental stewardship are changing, says USGA 
Green Section Director John Foy, but now it's time to take it up a notch. Every golf 
course superintendent must reach out and educate his community about the 
importance of protecting the environment and the ways golf courses help do that. 

PHOTO CONTEST W I N N E R S A N N O U N C E D 7 8 

Three superintendents not only make golf courses beautiful, they also know how to 
record their handiwork. 

AFTERWORDS C L I P P I N G S , J A R R E L L , J A C K S O N 8 0 

Three views of the challenges facing the turf industry are offered from three 
publications. Mark Jarrell wants to know why more superintendents don't support 
fund-raising efforts on behalf of turfgrass research while Joel Jackson muses on 
politically correct golf. 

About the use of trade names: The use of trade names in this magazine is solely for the 
purpose of providing specific information and does not imply endorsement of the products 
named nor discrimination against similar unnamed products.lt is the responsibility of the 
user to determine that product use is consistent with the directions on the label. 
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P O I S O N I N G 
T H E Q U E E N IS NOT 

T H E A N S W E R . 
B I R T H C O N T R O L IS. 



Every day, the queen 

gives birth to 200 turf-damaging, 

body-stinging, juvenile delin-

quents. That's 73,000 fire ants 

a year. And insecticides aren't 

guaranteed to stop her. 

That's because con-

ventional insecticides kill the 

worker ants before they can 

feed it to the queen, creating 

an alarm to relocate 

the mound. 

But Award® 

is an insect 

growth regulator 

that sterilizes 

the queen. Like birth control. 

After workers feed Award to 

the queen, she can't give birth 

to new ants, and before long 

the mound collapses. 

For more details, 

call 1-800-395-TURF. 

And stop the fire ant 

lifecycle with Award. Before 

Her Royal Highness sends you 

73,000 birth announcements. 



I want to 
challenge 
every 
member 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

Dale Kuehner, CGCS 
President 
FGCSA 

I am honored to be the president of the 
FGCSA this year. I am looking forward to 
working with Joe Ondo, Mike Perham, Greg 
Plotner and the rest of the state board to 

make this a successful year. 
I am proud of the amount 
of talent and diverse 
expertise that the members 
of this association possess. I 
want to challenge every 
member of this association 
to get more involved at 
both the local and state 
level. If there is a committee 
you would like to serve on, 
or if you have an idea on 
how to improve this 
association please call me. I 
want to congratulate Paul 

Crawford on receiving the Distinguished 
Service Award. Paul is the epitome of the 
talent and dedication that our association 
possesses. 

I would like to thank Greg Plotner for the 
great year he had as president. I value the 
advice Greg has given me in the past and 
will continue to rely on him this year during 
my presidency. Greg pointed our 
association in the right direction and it is 
my intention to continue the course he set 
for us. 

This year we will complete the GCSAA 
affiliation process. Florida will remain a 
leader in both state and national affairs. I 
want to strengthen our ties to allied 
associations in the turf and golf industry. At 
this year's FTGA show I met Roy Bates, the 
new FTGA president, and I am looking 
forward to bringing these associations closer 
together. 

While both associations have different 
priorities we both have a common goal. 
This goal is to get the state of Florida to 
recognize turf as a major player in the state 
economy. We provide a multitude of well 
paying jobs and bring in large amounts of 

tourist dollars. By using the strengths of our 
two associations we will be able to 
accomplish much. 

Both associations have been lobbying the 
University of Florida to take turfgrass 
research more seriously. The University of 
Florida is finally realizing this need. Due to 
the structure of the University system, 
change is coming slower than we would 
like. The FTGA has agreed to allow the 
chairman of the FGCSA research 
committee to also co-chair the FTGA 
awards committee. This will allow both 
associations to get the most out of our 
dollars by avoiding duplication in research. 

One of the primary reasons for the 
existence of a superintendent's association 
is to provide education for it's members. 
This coming year the FGCSA will continue 
to offer strong educational opportunities 
for superintendents throughout the state. 
Continuing education is the key to 

allowing our members to provide some of 
the finest playing conditions in the world. 

The opportunity to access knowledge is 
more important now than ever. With 
computers becoming common place in 
today's golf maintenance operations the 
Internet will be a major information source 
for sharing ideas among superintendents. 
We are now in the computer age, you can't 
turn on your television set and see a 
commercial without it giving an Internet 
address. Computers are playing a more 
important role in the golf industry with 
computerized irrigation, word processing, 
budgeting and forecasting, CAD, and 
electronic pesticide databases. The 
University of Florida and the GCSAA now 
have web pages on the Internet. With this 
type of information at your finger tips I 
can't fathom anyone not owning a 
computer. If you don't know how a 
computer can help you, make sure you read 
the articles on turf web sites on the Internet 
in this issue of the Florida Green. 



Introducing the new 
advantage in irrigation 

repair, replacement 
and upgrade. 

From LESCO and Bear™ Irrigation 
comes the advantage you've been 
looking for in golf course irrigation. 
Improved performance from a new line 
of components designed to upgrade 
your Toro® 600 and 700 Series valve-in-
head sprinklers. 

Included are two conversion assem-
bly kits engineered to replace as many 

as 23 original equipment manufac-
turer assemblies. And also a 

unique Bear Evolution™ 
Series RG850 

Sprinkler. 

Loaded with features like three and 
four-inch pop-up heads, ground-hug-
ging flush fit, dual front nozzles, greater 

pattern flexibility and a 
superior distribution pat-
tern, these components offer 
never before encountered 
benefits. 

Experience the Bear 
Irrigation advantage. Ask your LESCO 
Sales Representative for information or 
call 800-321-5325. 
Bear and Evolution are trademarks of Bear Irrigation Inc. 
Toro is a registered trademark of The Toro Company 
LESCO is a trademark of LESCO, Inc. 



THE CHIPCO* CHOICE" INSECT CONTROL SYSTEM. Forget the past.There has never been anything like the new 
CHIPCO®CHOICE"" Insect Contro l System for putting an end — once and for all — to one of the most 

destructive pests a golf course superintendent has to face: Mole crickets. The CHIPCO®CHOICE™ System utilizes an 

entirely new kind of chemistry that will deliver virtually 100% control of mole crickets for six full months. WE GUARANTEE IT. We ' r e so 

confident that CHIPCO® CHOICE™ will keep your valuable turf free of damaging mole crickets that we'l l make you an offer no one 

else would dare consider: A 100% satisfaction guarantee. If you're not completely satisfied with the mole cricket control you 

RPRHONEPOULENC Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. For additional product information, please call 1-800-334-9745. As 



receive with the CHIPCO® CHOICE" System, simply call our 1-800-334-9745 hot line number. We'll make sure your turf is properly 

protected for the full six months. WE'LL EVEN APPLY IT FOR YOU. Here's another unique feature of the CHIPCO*CHOICE' Insect Control 

System: It's available only through CHOICE'-certified applicators who will use carefully calibrated slit application rigs designed to 

deliver this revolutionary new chemistry in the most precise and effective manner. So you don't have to 

worry about warehousing chemicals, calibrating equipment or timing applications. This year, put mole 

crickets where they belong with the satisfaction guaranteed control of the new CHIPCO^CHOICE" System. 
choice 



Tom Benefield: 
1995 Distinguished 
Service Award Winner 
BY SCOTT BELL 

At the 1995 Crowfoot Banquet at the 
Bay Hill Club, Tom Benefield, CGCS was 
recognized for his outstanding service to 
the FGCSA as an outspoken champion of 
new ideas, a leader in representing the 
golf industry in water use issues and his 
association work as officer, voting del-
egate and magazine editor. 

Tom was born in Orlando and raised 
in Alachua. Out of his love for the out-
doors and working the land, he began to 
farm in the mid-70's. He and his partners 
were among the first to use plastic for 
growing peppers. Their technique greatly 
increased yields on their west coast farms 
and they were doing quite well until a 
hard freeze ruined them after a few years. 

Out of a job and stung by farming, 
Tom was bitten by the golf bug. In 1981 
he graduated from Lake City Commu-
nity College and he took a job as assistant 
superintendent at River Oaks in Hous-
ton, Texas. From there Tom returned to 
Florida to take an 
assistant job at Sun 
Air CC near Haines 
City. That job was all 
encompassing since 
he was responsible 
for horses and or-
ange groves as well 
as the golf course. 

Tom's first super-
intendent job was at 
Beacon Woods GC 
in Pasco County. He 
enjoyed much suc-
cess there, but his 
greatest reward was winning over a green 
committee chairman who did not want 
to hire him at first. After five years the 
chairman had grown to respect and ad-
mire Tom enough that he did not want 
him to leave when Tom had an opportu-

nity to move to JDM in 
Palm Beach Gardens. 

While at Beacon 
Woods, Tom became 
interested in chapter 
service. He was the edi-
tor of the West Coast 
Chapter newsletter, The 
West Coast Wind and 
the External Vice Presi-
dent. His good friend, 
Cecil Johnston, urged 
him to serve as an 
FGCSA Officer. Tom's service culminated 
with his presidency in 1991 -92. Tom also 
represented the FGCSA as the GCSAA 
Voting Delegate from 1989 to 1993. 

While at the JDM Country Club, 
Benefield became very active with the 
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict. He served on water management 
committees and attended countless dis-
trict meetings and hearings. He awak-

ened many FGCSA board members to 
the water politics that went on and how 
poorly represented the golf industry was 
in these issues and debates. Many, in-
cluding Benefield, feel that his best con-
tributions were made at this time. He 

Benefield became very active with 

the South Florida Water 
Management District. He awakened 
many FGCSA board members to the 

water politics and how poorly 
represented the golf industry was in 

these issues and debates. 

Tom Benefield receives the FGCSA's 1995 
Distinguished Service Award at Bay Hill. 
Photo by Joel Jackson. 

made many contacts and he got superin-
tendents involved in with their local 
Water Districts. 

During Tom's tenure on the FGCSA 
board, The Florida Green magazine was 
undergoing changes. After Dan and Irene 
Jones "retired" from producing the maga-
zine for thirteen years. The FGCSA re-
tained Janlark Communications to man-
age and produce the publication. Janlark 
did a great job helping The Florida Green 
earn Best Overall awards from the GCSAA 
in 1989,1990 and 1991. The FGCSA de-
sired to take over management of the 
magazine once again and the task of reor-
ganizing that effort fell to Tom as the new 
editor. He did an excellent job with the 
help of Paul Crawford as Business Man-
ager and Marie Roberts as Advertising 
Manager. Tom was instrumental in get-
ting more superintendents to write ar-
ticles and make it truly the voice of Florida 
superintendents once again. Janlark 
Communications still assists the FGCSA 
in producing an award-winning maga-
zine. 


