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Than Just a Distributor. 
Serving You From: 

•Jacksonville - Cookie Morton »Orlando - Jim Watson 
904-781-1634 / 800-356-9964 407-843-2611 / 800-826-2611 

•Tampa - Susan Zeigler 
813-671-2071 / 800-282-5388 

•Ft. Myers - Jim Dur lâcher 
813-693-1919 / 800-922-4260 

•Pelrav Beach - Hal Porcher »Miami - Ralph Archer & Gabe Centeno 
407-243-0001 / 800-251-3334 305-883-9514 / 800-432-8717 

•Pompano Beach 305-970-0535/800-654-2015 

We're 

An extensive educational program with 
classes, manuals and modern classrooms 
at most VW & R locations. 

* In-house training available 
* State approved seminars 
* Photo-library on hundreds of 

pest species 
J We're 

A sales force that is special. VW & R 
provides well-educated, experienced and 
licensed sales professionals. Special 
because we do more than just sell - our 
sales team offers technical assistance 
and training. 

We're 

Complete product line offering you 
a one-stop source for: 
* Fumigants * Growth Regulators 
* Insecticides * Sprayers 
* Rodenticides* Application Equipment 
* Aerosols * Safety Supplies 
* Herbicides * Fungicides 
* Liquid Fertilizer/Micro-Nutrients 

We're 

VW & R has statewide offices and 
warehouse locations that are staffed with 
people that offer professionalism, 
product knowledge, and courtesy. 
Discover for yourself. 

Van Waters & Rogers Inc. 
subsidiary of U n i V a r 



landscaping need not be dramatic. Native 
tigs in non-play areas not only reduce 
enance costs but also create a natural setting for 
\ident$. 



Landscaping 
the course 

M4 professionals share their 
philosophies for'painting with plants' 

BY TOM BENEFIELD, CGCS 

As the editorial focus for the winter issue 
of the Florida Greeny we have chosen 
the subject of landscaping of the golf 

course. At first glance, many superintendents felt 
uneasy about writing on |his subject. However, af-
ter thinking the subject through, superintendents 
realized that there are many facets of their varied 
program's which wqre really landscape-oriented. 

Everyone who manages a golf course is a land-
scape affchitect to some extent. One of the basic golf 
course landscaping principles is that of tree re-
moval and replacement. 

Most golf courses relyontheexpertiseand knowl-
edge of the superintendent to develop and imple-

ment long-range tree-planting program, not only 
in an effort to improve the health and vigor of the 
turf, but also to provide demanding shotmaking 
while protecting the integrity of the original course 
design. 

The instituting ofxolor in the golf-course envi-
ronment is another aspect of landscape-design prin-
ciples that superintendents are faced with. The use 
of flowering annuals and perennials is growing in 
popularity on golf courses. 

The aspect of flowering trees and shrubs for the 
golf course environment has taken on a whole new 
meaning. From powder puffs to crepe myrtles we 
see a tremendous array of flowering trees appearing 
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From Tee To Green 

The Hunter Golf product line includes heads, 
valves, the ETC Satellite Controller and the 
GIMS Central Package. 

^ The G-606 Electric Valve-ln-Head 
^ with Pressure Regulator 

The New G-600 
The Hunter G-600 is the new product of choice for mid-range 

golf course irrigation. From the heavy-duty gear drive to the impact 
resistant body, the G-600 is ready to perform on tees, greens, 
roughs and multi-row fairway installations. 

The G-600 is available in three full-circle models with opposing 
nozzles for uniform water distribution. They include the Check-O-
Matic, Hydraulic Valve-ln-Head and Electric Valve-ln- Head with 
pressure regulator. 
The G-600 
• Five nozzle sets available. Adjustable from 13 to 32 GPM, 53' to 78' radius 
• 3 1/2" pop-up clears turf and prevents wet spots around head 
• Logo cap has built-in recess for yardage markers 
• Five-year, over-the-counter exchange warranty 

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor 
Clearwater, 813-573-9284 

CENTURY RAIN AIDI 
^ H u d s o n , 813-856-1138 

Longwood, 407-260-7000 
Orlando, 407-839-3771 For all locations: 800-347-4272 

Hunter Dedicated To The Irrigation Professional 9 Member I 1940 Diamond St. • San Marcos, CA 92069 • U.S.A. • 619-744-5240 • FAX: 619-744-7461 ™ JTÎSS^ 



This change in people's initial reaction 
to the course has been tremendous... 
It is funny what a little landscaping 

can do to help change people's 
perception about a golf course from 

'goat ranch' to 'country club/ 

on the golf courses. Every golf course 
member speaks in reverence of the floral 
masterpieces like Augusta National. 

Well, enough from me. Now let us 
hear from fellow superintendents around 
the state about their programs. I think 
you will be impressed with their knowl-
edge and expertise. I know I was. 

1. L a n d s c a p i n g , d o e s it mat ter? 
Fort Myers Country Club was built in 

1916, in the southern outskirts of tiny 
Fort Myers. The road to the golf course 
was a one-lane dirt roadway known only 
as the Tamiami Trail. Just a few short 
years later — 75 to be exact — the course 
is on the northern edge of an expanding 
metropolis and the Tamiami Trail is a 
six-lane major highway. 

"How does all this related to land-
scaping?" you ask. I am getting to that. 

During the summer of 1991, the City 

of Fort Myers renovated the old "Fort." 
These improvements included the in-
stallation of a new irrigation system, con-
struction of USGA-spec greens, expan-
sion of the tees, replacement of cart paths, 
and construction of a new maintenance 
facility. 

In addition to these important im-
provements, we also decided to berm and 
landscape the roadways that surround 
the golf course. The cost of these land-
scape improvements was insignificant 
compared with the cost of the overall 
project. 

Which improvement has had the most 
significant impact on the "Fort?" Is it the 
slick putting surfaces, improved tees, 
smoother cart paths? No! 

The landscaping improvements have 
made the most significant difference. 

Literally thousands of people drive by 
the "Fort" every day. I have spoken to 

AK1LRK 4 S PR! Sill Vf 
HEM Ï R t A J i n 
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PARTAC 
GOLF COURSE 

TOP-DRESSING 

PLUS CONSTRUCTION, 
CART PATH, SAND TRAP, AND 

DIVOT REPAIR MIXES 

1YMR* 
CEOTEXTILES & TURF BLANKETS 

SOIL C O N D I T I O N E R 
IMPROVES AERATION AND DRAINAGE 

BETTER THAN SAND 
YET RETAINS NUTRIENTS & MOISTURE! 

FOR 

TAC 
„ SAND 
OT REPAIRS 

The Ultimit* Solution to Unsightly 
Divots it Televised Coif Tourmments 

and other Sports Events! 

AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 

800-247-2326 
IN N.J. 908-637-4191 

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION 
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, N.J. 07838 

ORLANDO (FL) MEMPHIS (TN) RENO (NV) 

HK.HIK.HT COLF HOLES. 
IMPROM MSI RI I I I ) . 

and SPI 11) I P PI \) with 

U.S. GOLF HOLE 

TARGETS 

GREENGRAPHICS" GREEN 
PERMANENT TURF COLORANT 

S A N D TRAP PUMPS 

RAKES, PLUG PUSHERS, SQUEEGEES 
A N D MANY MORE 

GOLF SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 

NEW! 
FOR BROAD 
SPECTRUM 

CONTROL OF 
DISEASE 

CONTACT and SYSTEMIC 
ACTIONS FOR LONG 
RESIDUAL CONTROL 

'cures and prevents disease 
including 'pythium!" 

ATTENTION! 
GOLF COURSE 

SUPERINTENDENTS 

ConSyst. . . for consistently superi-
or results. The most economical, 
efficient, broad spectrum disease 
management for turfgrass and 
ornamentals. From the company 
that is setting new standards of 
excel lence. . . 

BEG AL 
M m CHEMICAL COMPANY 

Regal Chemical Company 

1 - 8 0 0 - 6 2 1 - 5 2 0 8 
'FUNGISTATIC TO PYTHIUM SPECIES 



SUBAQUEOUS SERVICES INC. 
4201 KEAN ROAD, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33314 

SERVING FLORIDA FOR OVER2Q YEARS 

WITH OUR PATENTED SYSTEM PUMP & DUMP WE PUMP DIRECTLY 
INTO OUR WAITING TRUCKS, FAR FROM THE DREDGE SITE. 
WE'RE QUIET, FAST, EFFICIENT AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE. 

EXCLUSIVE PUMP &DUMP 
WITH OUR PATENTED SYSTEM THE PLAY GOES ON! 
WHILE WE CLEAN DREDGE YOUR LAKES, PONDS, CULVERTS, PIPES 
AND INTAKES. MAKING YOU LOOK GOOD! MAKES US LOOK GOOD! 

EXCLUSIVE HAND DREDGING 



many people who have never set a foot on 
the golf course who say, "Wow! The coun-
try club has really improved!" 

This change in people's initial reac-
tion to the course has been tremendous. 
When we reopened for play, the positive 
reaction by the general public was almost 
immediate. 

It is funny what a little landscaping 
can do to help change people's percep-
tion about a golf course from "goat ranch" 
to "country club." 

George Bowling is the golf course su-
perintendent at Fort Myers Country Club 
and he started in February 1991. 

Michael K. Mongoven, CGCS 
Assistant Director of Golf 

City of Fort Myers 

Be sure to take into account the amount of 
sunlight the plants will be exposed to. Note 

below the careful planting of native trees 
creates a natural-looking buffer between the 

golf course and the homesites. 



Landscape areas should not intrude 
on the playing of the game• Using 

plantings as backdrops or to 
emphasize certain areas is fine as 

long as they arenft in play. Too many 
times I see ornamental plantings and 
flower beds placed where they are 

too close to a green, in the direct path 
of the playing of the fio/e, or even in 

areas marked off as hazards• 

2. Practical Landscape Ideas 
Landscaping is a very important part 

of the Golf Club at Marco, especially 
around our clubhouse. The selection of 
plant material is based on location, mois-
ture requirements and labor involved in 
maintenance. 

When selecting a location for orna-
mentals, take into consideration the 
amount of direct sun the plant will be 
receiving on the average day. Shady places 
need plants that require less light to grow 
and sunny places need plants that thrive 
in and tolerate full sun. Wind will also 
play a factor in the selection. 

Tender, brittle plants should be placed 
away from direct wind blowing on them. 
Winter cold should also be considered 
before the north winds freeze what you 
have planted. 

Understanding moisture require-
ments for different plant varieties is criti-
cal. Make sure irrigation will cover all 
plantings and can be adjusted to give the 
plants enough but not too much water. 
Group plants together with similar mois-
ture requirements. Mulch plant beds to 
keep moisture in the soil on windy, sunny, 
dry days. 

At the Golf Club at Marco, we try to 
select plant materials that are native to 
our location. Native plants have good 
survival rates and tend to be lower main-
tenance. Also, less fertilizer and insecti-
cides are needed, meaning less labor and 
less overall maintenance costs for the 
year. Watering is minimal because na-
tives are better suited for their environ-
ment. 

Plants that flower at different times of 
the year are mixed to produce color all 
year along with placing annual flowers 
on borders and around trees. Native flow-
ering plants also attract butterflies and 
birds to give your beds a feeling of natural 
beauty for everyone to watch and enjoy. 

Tad Altman, Director of Grounds 
The Golf Club at Marco 

Marco Island 

3. Blend course to community 
The Grey Oaks Community is a heavily 

landscaped upper-income community. 
The major theme of our landscape design 
is geared towards colorful flowering 
shrubs. We use annuals only in a few 

places to accent the shrubbery beds. The 
golf course was left fairly natural with the 
plan of slowly enhancing the landscaping 
to make it blend with the rest of the 
community. 

One of my major winter projects ev-
ery year is to try and utilize my landscape 
budget to add to the golf course land-
scaping. 

We have found at Grey Oaks that we 
can have dramatically colorful areas with-
out the use of annuals. We use combina-
tions of plants like bougainvillea, thryal-
lis, allemande, pentas, hibiscus, olean-
der, copper leaf, roses, crepe myrtle, lan-
tana, blue daze or any plant we can find 
that flowers. 

In the few annual beds we do have, we 
will use several different kinds of annuals 
in each bed to try and take advantage of as 
many colors as possible. We also use 
many different types of ornamental 
grasses to help hide man-made obstruc-
tions like irrigation boxes, well pumps 
and cart paths. 

You would be amazed at the color you 
can add and the response you will get by 
taking a can of Rustoleum to pampas 
grass plumes. 

We are very fortunate in South Florida 
that we have such a large selection of 

beautiful flowering plants. By using the 
right combination of plants, you can cre-
ate a landscape bed that is beautiful, cheap 
to install and requires less maintenance 
than any annual bed. 

Mike Hamilton, CGCS 
Grey Oaks CC, Naples 

4. Flowers, flowers, flowers 
everywhere! 

You know when November rolls 
around each year in Southwest Florida by 
the spectacular arrays of colors which 
seem to suddenly appear everywhere like 
magic. 

Our Audubon entrance is adorned 
with white petunias along the Tamiami 
Trail, bringing focus to our community 
which normally blends in with the ever-
green appearance of this part of the state. 

Planning for the type and amount of 
foliage begins in July when a grower is 
contacted and cost estimates are obtained 
for evaluation. After all is said and done 
with the nursery, we then begin our bed 
preparation in late September or early 
October. 

We drench our ornamental areas with 
Vydate L for nematode control two weeks 
before planting. These same areas are 
again drenched a week later with Ferrazole 



for root and stem diseases caused by 
Pythium and Phytophthora. 

When it comes time to start designing 
and planting, I was very fortunate to be 
able to hire Ted Green. At 68, I don' t 
know of anyone that is in such great 
physical shape. Ted was a nurseryman in 
the Mt. Kisco area o f W estchester County, 
N.Y. for more than 30 years when he 
retired to the Naples area. 

It is his knowledge of the plant world 
that makes our club look as beautiful as it 
does. 

During the planting process, we in-
corporate a 3-9-9 fertilizer along with a 
5-2-4 100% natural organic fertilizer. 

The entire floral display takes about a 
month to complete as Ted works only 20 
hours a week as a part-timer. 

Throughout the remainder of the 
growing season, which for us runs 
through the middle of June, applications 
of fungicides and insecticides are applied 
only as needed. 

The members of Audubon are very 
appreciative of the beautiful vistas cre-
ated by Ted around the clubhouse, com-
mon grounds, and golf course areas. 

At 43,1 feel like a son of Ted's and I'm 
learning something new every day and, 
the good Lord willing, I'm looking for-
ward to a long and valued friendship. 

Walter J. Owsiany, CGCS 
Audubon Country Club, Naples 

5. Landscaping on the golf 
course 

My outlook on what impact land-
scaping should have on the game of golf 
itself is twofold. 

The most important factor being the 
beautification aspect, and the introduc-
tion of color to the predominantly green 
of the golf course. Number two being 
that the playing of the game itself should 
not be affected by the landscaping. 

Beautification: the use of ornamental 
plants and flowers certainly adds greatly 
to the esthetics and overall appearance of 
the grounds in general, and that in itself 
helps golfers to relax and, as the adage 
states, "take time to smell the roses." 
Through the use of the many varieties of 
colors of flowers and shrubs, we can vary 
the vistas that are seen day in and day out 

(305)581-0444 

SPREAD-RITE, INC. 
CUSTOM SPREADING 

FERTILIZER • DOLOMITE • ARAGONITE 

LAMAR SAFF 

6001 S.W. 19th STREET 
PLANTATION, FL 33317 
MOBILE: (407) 479-9417 

SPECIALTY TREE 
SURGEONS 
Jacksonville, Fl. 

LlgtfthU+g 
Lightning protection 

for valuable trees. 
^ (904) 733-4455 

TESTING 
• Soils • Water 
• Physical • Tissue 

• Environmental 

Tom Burrows 
Certified Agronomist 
Turfgrass Specialist 

v y 

Phone: 407-692-1221 
1741 San Souci, Stuart, FL 34994 

CGCS 
Golf Course Supt. - 29 years 
FGCSA Past President 
Penn State - 1960 
Musser Inf i Turf Foundation - VP 

Zell wood 
904-383-61 1 1 

Cocoa 
407-636-3966 

Oviedo 
407-365-2189 

Ft. Lonesome 
813-633-1447 

Laßelle 
813-675-0545 

D Q J J D O 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc. 

1-800-FOR-DUDA 

WINTER 1994 39 



Bright colors — whether from annuals, perennials or flowering trees and shrubs — provide a 
cheery environment that gets everyone in the mood to slow down and take time to smell the roses. 

by many of our clientele. 
S h o t m a k i n g : Landscape areas should 

not intrude on the playing of the game. 
Using plantings as backdrops or to em-
phasize certain areas is fine as long as they 
aren't in play. Too many times I see orna-
mental plantings and flower beds placed 
where they are too close to a green, in the 
direct path of the playing of the hole, or 

even in areas marked off as hazards. 
These scenarios lead to the slowing 

down of play, arguments between golfers 
as to whether a free drop is allowed, and 
even to lost golf balls. Speed of play is a 
paramount issue these days, so every-
thing we can do to decrease the time 
spent on a round of golf is important. 

Colorful landscaping is a definite as-

A touch of formality can blend nicely with more natural plantings with thoughtful, careful 
planning. 

set to any golf course, but be careful not 
to sacrifice the integrity of the game itself. 

Pete Bass 

6. Tree maintenance 
During the construction and grow-in 

at Gateway Golf Club, one of the biggest 
challenges we had to face was keeping 
several thousand newly planted live oak 
trees watered. 

A drip system was installed initially, 
using pressure-reducing valves off the 
main lines of the irrigation system, 
coupled to '/2-inch PVC. The '/2-inch 
PVC pipe was installed using a small 
vibratory plow. This caused minimal dis-
ruption of the turf and the pipe was just 
snaked through the trees to afford the 
closest access to each group of plantings. 

Quarter-inch tubing was then attached 
to the '/2-inch pipe and hand-trenched to 
each tree. A half-gallon-per-hour emit-
ter was attached and we were in business. 
After approximately one year, the drip 
system was phased out as the trees estab-
lished a good root system. 

The second phase of our tree mainte-
nance program began with the use of 
water-absorbent polymers. 

The polymers were placed in the root 
zone by injecting them through a modi-
fied spray rig. A powdered form of poly-
mer was necessary to allow it to pass 
through the sprayer and the injection 


