On Site with Hunter Golf

Gear-Drives That Go The Distance

Planning a new course or upgrading your
existing system? Hunter now has a com-
plete line of reliable golf rotors that are fully
compatible with all irrigation systems, and
ready to perform in the toughest conditions.

Hunter’s exclusive Pure Flow filtration valve
handles the dirtiest water, and our proven gear-
drives deliver years of quiet, trouble-free

operation.

All Models Feature:
W 3" pop-up

W Easy, through-the-top servicing
M Built-in recess for yardage markers

M Adjustable arc and full-circle

G-550
Hydraulic
Valve-In-Head

G-600 G-700

Check-O-Matic Electric

Valve-In-Head

B Check-O-Matic, Hydraulic and Electric

Valve-In-Head

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributors

ATLANTIC IRRIGATION

Enterprises, 370 Main St., 407-668-5364
Holly Hill, 1108 Ridgewood Ave., 904-252-2900
Ocala, 4290 NW Wire Rd., 904-351-3400

GCENTURY RAIN AID

Clearwater 11475 49th St. North, 813-573-9284

Fort Myers, 6281 Arc Way, 813-936-5959

Gainesville, 2614 NE 18th Terrace, 904-372-7196
Longwood, 1340 Bennet Dr., 407-260-7000

Naples, 4380 Enterprise Ave. Ste 4 Bay-D, 813-643-3255
Orlando, 485 W 27th St., 407-839-3771

Port Richey, 6835 Commerce Ave., 813-849-1522
Sarasota, 6055 Clark Center Ave., 813-923-2517

St. Petersburg, 3170 24th Ave. No., 813-321-6677
Tampa, 9810 E. Broadway, 813-621-2075

For All Locations: 800-347-2472
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FOREWORDS

Letter: Taking Care Of Some Old Business

Dear Tom:

As chairman of the GCSAA Tourna-
ment Committee, [ am in receipt of your
recent article (Editorial-Spring ‘94 is-
sue) relating to the GCSAA Champion-
ship. Please allow me to respond to your
concerns involving the event.

As you know, the committee system
has been reinstituted at GCSAA. On the
agenda at this spring’s Tournament
Committee meeting was the subject of
alternate times to hold the annual cham-
pionship. I think it is safe to say that
those present were in agreement to in-
vestigate various options concerning the
timing of the event. In no way does the
committee ever expect to satisfy 100% of
our membership. We do, however, de-
sire to provide a quality event for those
involved.

The idea of holding the event at a
different time of the year or even utiliz-
ing a different format is not new. These
issues have been discussed for years. I

will make sure that your concerns are
forwarded to all committee members,
the GCSAA Board of Directors, and the
GCSAA Tournament Director.

There are a number of changes in
store for this year’s event. If you are inter-
ested in knowing more abut them, feel
free to contact me.

Best regards,

Tommy Witt, CGCS

GCSAA Tournament Chairman

Tom Benefield, former Editor, responds:

To me, the important aspect of
Tommy’s reply is that “the committee
hasbeen discussing theseissues for years,”
but not actively taking measures for
change.

The present format effectively elimi-
nates 97% of the membership from par-
ticipating in “their” tournament!

The time to act is now!

Scott Bell —
from Page 6

and think about the industry. If
you feel strongly enough about
your profession, then make a call
or write a letter when one of
these controversies arises.

The Honorable Bob Graham
241 Dirksen Senate Office
Building

Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3041

The Honorable Connie Mack
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20410

(202) 224-5274 -

SAN FRANGISGO

}l.l.m1

Golf Course

Moscone Center

GCSAA 66th International

Conference and Show
February 20-27, 1995

T

Capture Your
Golden Opportunity To:

> Tap the Wisdom of Experts at Educational
Seminars, Sessions and Forums.

Colten p//,,,&w?] > Gather New Ideas from 625+ Exhibits
at the Trade Show.

> Network with Your Colleagues and Share
Challenges and Solutions.

> Compete in the Best Golf Championship
of Your Lifetime. (GCSAA members only)

;f’ﬁ"”
g 1421 Research Park Drive Lawrence, KS 66049-3859
3 0‘

AN 913/832-4430 + 800/472-7878 + Fax: 913/832-4420
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Introducing the First Complete
Line of Potassium Nitrate-Based

Supported by Research
You've read the studies. A
desirable ratio of potassium
and nitrogen makes
stronger turf requiring less
maintenance. You know this
is a higher ratio of potas-
sium to nitrogen than you're
applying now.

Controlled-Release:
the Key

But what choice have you
had? Controlled-release
materials are the basis of
advanced turfgrass fertility

programs. And until recently,

controlled-release potassium
nitrate has not been available.
Now K-Power’s MultiCote®
controlled-release coating
allows you to apply the
benefits of potassium
nitrate-based fertilization
across your entire program:
Greens Grade, Fairways,
even Combination products.
K-Power®Builds
. Stronger Turf
[P " K-Power’s
‘%  potassium
* helps turf plants
better regulate water levels
in their tissue and increase
cell wall thickness. The
plant is better able to resist
temperature and drought
stress as well as fungus and
insect attacks. Without
costly chemical treatments.
Stiffer leaves support the

Turf Products.

A COMPLETE LINE OF POTASSIUM NITRATE-BASED

4

FERTILIZER

It's about time.

PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

PREMIUM TURF

golf ball for better shot-
making. Even if you mow a
little higher. Clippings are
reduced because K-Power’s
desirable ratio of potassium
to nitrogen reduces the rate
of leaf growth.

And the low salt index
of chlorine-free K-Power
potassium nitrate makes
it one of the safest turf
fertilizers available.

Unique Formulas

The Greens Grade line
includes the only ammoni-
ated homogenous products
that combine the benefits
of methylene urea and
potassium nitrate.

The Fairway Blends
provide a unique 50/50
ratio of controlled-release
nitrogen to controlled-
release potassium. For the
growth and green-up you
need. When you need it.

Trial Programs

Contact your distributor
for more information on
K-Power and the world’s
most perfect trial program.
Or call usat 1-800-227-2798.

AT compay

a»Terra
ASGROW

VIC SWAN

1-800-226-4769
Y 998



SPOTLIGHT

Crowfoot Weekend at Grand Cypress Resort

FGCSA honors Ray Hansen

for Distinguished Service
Paul Crawford passes gavel to Scott Bell...

BY JOE ONDO, CGCS

Returning to the Grand Cypress Re-
sortin Orlando, the 18th Crowfoot Open
weekend began at Saturday noon with
the FGCSA Summer Board Meeting fol-
lowed by the Annual Meeting and elec-
tion of officers. Paul Crawford passed the
gavel to Scott Bell for the 1994-95 term.
Scott will be announcing committee as-
signmentsin the near future. Other newly
elected board members are Greg Plotner,
CGCS, vice president; Dale
Kuehner,CGCS, secretary/treasurer.

On Sunday morning, attendance was
low, but the information was excellent as
Scott Hunter of Seay Management Con-
sultants conducted the seminar, “Em-
ployee Relations in the 90’s.”

Mr. Hunter began the day with four
key points: (1) What’s logical is not al-
ways legal; (2) The burden of proofis on
the employer; (3) Documentation is the
name of the game; and (4) Help is avail-
able. Seay Management is on a retainer
with the Florida Turfgrass Association,
so any FTGA member can call 407-423-
7329 for advice concerning an employee
relations matter. Additionally, theattend-
ees received .5 CEU credits toward
GCSAA re-certification.

Sunday evening everyone enjoyed the
festivities at the banquet and awards cer-

emony. Entertainment was provided by
the zany Denny Zavett and his Honky
Tonk piano playing partner, Dave
Tobiason. The fun and fine dining was
capped off by the presentation of service
awards to a group of deserving fellows.
Ray Hansen, president of the FGCSA in
1991, was honored with the Distinguished
Service Award. Bill McKee - South
Florida; Paul Nevers - Everglades; Lou
Oxnevad - Palm Beach; Lonnie Stubbs
and Joe Snook - Treasure Coast; and
Royce Stewart-Suncoast Chapter were
given the FGCSA President’s Award for
Lifetime Service to the profession.
Tense excitement followed dinner as
an autographed Arnold Palmer putter
generated a fierce bidding duel in a fund-
raising auction. Steve Burrell of South-
ern Corporate Promotions took home
the putter and the FTGA took home
$1,500. Steve followed up that purchase
with a bid of $500 for a Gary Player
putter, which will soon be autographed
by Mr. Player. He plans to mount both
putters in his Atlanta office.
OnMonday morning, 142 contestants
dined onacontinental breakfastand then
tackled the North and South courses at
Grand Cypress. Head superintendent
Tom Alex gave well deserved praise to
superintendent Shane McGuire for the

hard work and excellent condition of the
course. The always-tough layout proved
to be easy pickings for Central Florida
newcomer Cary Stoffel of Baytree Na-
tionalin Melbourne. Cary took low gross
honors with an even-par 72, and led the
victorious Central Florida team which
included Mark Heater, Pat Tomlinson,
and Scott Welder. The Central Florida
victory ended a possible three-peat by
the Ridge Chapter!

By virtue of his victory, Cary Stoffel
joins Dave Oliver, winner of the Poa
Classic, on the FGCSA team for the
GCSAA Championship in San Francisco
in February. The remaining two spotson
the team will be filled following the FTGA
tournamentin Ft. Lauderdale. Dave tried
to win the second leg of the FGCSA
Grand Slam, but he fell short with a 74
along with Mark Henderson another
perennial threat. Over in the commer-
cial division, Mark Wheaton and Dick
Bessire had to match cards after firing a
pair of fine two-under-par 70’s.

A special thanks to Larry and Vilma
Kamphaus and the Crowfoot Commit-
tee for another great event. All of us wish
to thank the record number of sponsors
for their support of this fine event. We
couldn’t have done it without you!

FGCSA President’s Award winners for Lifetime Service to the Profession

Bill McKee - South Florida
Paul Nevers - Everglades
Lou Oxnevad - Palm Beach

Lonnie Stubbs, Joe Snook -
Treasure Coast
Royce Stewart - Suncoast
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...professional hazardous
materials storage solutions

Safeguard personnel, avoid the liability
arising from soil and groundwater contamina-
tion, meet fire safety needs, and achieve full
compliance with federal, state, and local
regulations.

Building sizes range from 5’ to 32" in length '
with capacities up to 320 sq. ft. Standard
features include continuously-welded, heavy-
gauge steel construction, secondary contain-
ment sump, removeable fiberglass floor grating,
and chemical resistant coating inside and out.
Select from a full range of options

For complete details, call us toll free at:
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SAFETY
STORAGE™

Safety Storage, Inc. prefabricated,
relocatable buildings provide a low-cost
solution to safe storage, containment,
mixing, and dispensing of golf course
chemicals and hazardous materials.

PETRO-CHEM EQUIPMENT CO
8302 Laurel Fair Circle, #130
Tampa, FL 33610

Phone: 813-621-6949

1-800-330-6949

Fax: 813-626-5468

leede,

the keys to
keeping your course in
tournament condition
every day of the season

Your key Team Pros are:

Robert Hickman
407-831-8729

Brian MacCurrach
\_ 813-678-3100

NITROFORM®
NUTRALENE®
TURCAM®
BANOL®
PROSTAR®
PROXOL®
PROGRASS®
ACCLAIM®
ILLOXAN®

. AgrEvor

A Company of

Hoechst and NOR-AM)
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OVERSEEDING WITH PRIMO.

During overseeding, speed is the name and nutrients to reach the newly seeded grass.

of the game. Which means you get a faster stand and

Primo® gives you a dramatically quicker a higher rate of germination.
transition by doing what it does best: slowing the And since Primo is foliar absorbed, it has
growth of existing turf by 50 percent. no effect on new seedlings.

This makes existing turf less com- ™ So this year, be sure to use Primo. It's like

petitive, and allows more sunlight, oxygen, turbo-charging your overseeding program.

1994 Ciba-Geigy Corporation, Turf and Ornamental Products supports the g:& DON'T BAG IT" program. Primo is a registered
trademark of Ciba-Geigy Corporation. Always read and follow label directions.



SPOTLIGHT

Paul Nevers: Six Decades of Golf

BY JOEL JACKSON, CGCS

Paul Nevers is a walking time capsule of golf
course experience.

He has been associated with golf from the
1930s to the present. Atage 9, Paul began his golf
career as a caddy on the Sylvania Country Club in
Sylvania, Ohio. Hebecame
the club’s caddy master at
age 16. In those days, cad-

1994 FGCSA dies helped rake bunkers,
Presidents’ Awards fill divots, and did other
Bill McKee miscellaneous jobs on the

course in addition to car-
rying bags during the day.

After high school, Paul
continued to work on the
course until he went into
the Merchant Marine and
served in World War IL
Paul saw action in the
Mediterranean Sea as a
deck engineer during the
invasion of Africa and Italy and in the North Sea
during the Battle of the Bulge in Europe. He
received a Letter of Commendation from Presi-
dent Truman for his actions at Antwerp, Bel-
gium.

Paul was attending the Merchant Marine Of-
ficer Candidate School in New London, Con-
necticut when the war ended and he was dis-
charged.

Paul returned to Sylvania where he took over
the golf course and worked until he was 28 years

Paul Nevers
Lou Oxnevad
Joe Snook
Royce Stewart

Lonnie Stubbs

Naples. Thus began the Florida chapter of Paul’s
career.

Paul’s first Naples job was to install irrigation
during the construction of the Hole-in the-Wall
Golf Course in 1957. He then joined in the con-
struction of the Palm River Golf Course which
was completed in 1959. Paul then started the
construction of the Big Cypress Golf Course in
1962. The course became a private club and
changed its name to The Country Club of Naples.
He remained the superintendent until his retire-
ment in 1987.

The construction and opening of two golf
courses remains one of Paul’s fondest career
memories.

“Itwasaproud feelingwhen the courses turned
out as planned. I will never forget the applause of
the people at the opening ceremonies,” Paul re-
called. “The other really memorable part of my
career has been meeting some very nice people in
the business and in education.”

As Paul reflected on the changes in the busi-
ness over the years, he talked about the English-
made push greensmowers that could cut as low as
5/16 to 1/4 inch. The 1 to 1%-inch high fairways
were groomed with steel-wheeled, hard-seated
tractors. The 5-gang cutting units had tobe manu-
ally lifted and locked in place with rods for trans-
porting.

Work began by lantern light as early as 3 or 4
a.m. There were few chemicals in the early days.
Fertilizers and chemicals were often hand mixed
and very coarse grained.

The growth and devel-
opment of turf education

The FGCSA President’s Award for Lifetime
Service was established in 1990 to honor
superintendent pioneers who were instrumental
 instate and local affairs but who may no longer
- be actively involved in the FGCSA. Qualifications
include 20 years or more of service to the turfgrass
industry, 10 of which were as a superintendent.

has been one the most re-
markable changes Paul has
witnessed over the years. He
thoroughly enjoyed work-
ing with Dr.’s Horn, Perry
and Dickson from the Uni-
versity of Florida on the turf
test plots at the Country
Club of Naples.

He has marveled at and
enjoyed the evolution of golf
maintenance equipment
and computerized irriga-
tion systems. He is also

old. He started and operated his own concrete/
masonry business for five years. At the age of 33,
he married his wife Evala, and they moved to

18

pleased by the large num-
ber of people playing and supporting the game of
golf.
Please see Page 20
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Jeff Harstine
President

Rodney Davis
[reasurer

¢ Dennis Crews
Sales Manager

1] » E, Kinsey b l
Avon Park.FL !
1800422 1187

Golf Lourse Constriiction & Renovation
“ el W

South Florida Grassing, Inc.
E?Celebrdﬁng 30 years in the grassing indusf@

419 SOD = 419 SPRIGS

We provide reworking and planting services for fairways, tees and greens
Hydro-mulching, grassing and mulching

Our 419 is grown in Hobe Sound and sand based

Rolled 419 available

Titdwarf - 1993 University of Georgia Release Lot #G8003-JK

Phone: (407)746-7816 (407)546-4191 FAX: (407)546-3482
P.O. Box 725 Hobe Sound, FL 33475




SPOTLIGHT

One of the real pioneers of the FGCSA

Continued from Page 18

Paul’s successful career was nudged and nur-
tured along by mentors and peers. He credits
Louis Cuiapetta, the golf pro at the Sylvania C. C.
with getting him interested in golfas a career. And
then, there was Wilbur Waters, the superinten-
dent at the Inverness C.C. in Toledo, Ohio.

“Wilbur took me under his wing and showed
me the real professional side to superintending.

Evala and Paul Nevers go through the buffet at the Crowfoot weekend at Grand
Cypress. Evala received her own “President’s Award” a few years ago —
President Ronald Reagan presented her with Girl Scouting’s highest award.

We talked long and often about the business. He
was a good friend and colleague. I had some really
good times with Dr. Horn and the professors from
U. of F. We did the early work with glyphospate
(Round Up) at the C.C. of Naples.”

Paul is also a successful husband and father to

20

complement his golf career. His wife of 37 years,
Evala, was busy raising their three daughters. She
also earned the highest Girl Scouting honor in the
nation and received it from President Reagan. She
is still active in Girl Scout affairs.

The Nevers girls have made their own marks in
the world.

Melodee graduated from the Lake City Golf
Operations program and was an Assistant Super-
intendent for five years. She now owns and oper-
ates her own landscape business. Jenniferattended
the University of Florida and is now working in the
Admissions Departmentat U. of F. Suzannawasin
the Marines. She married and has two children,
Samantha and Tony. She lives in Redwood City,
Calif.

Paul says, “ Our home is on the first hole at the
C. C. of Naples. The children have all grown up on
the golf course. They loved the outdoors and the
wildlife in our yard especially during the early
construction days.”

Paul Nevers is one of those real pioneers of the
FGCSA. He remembers going to Fort Lauderdale
to a meeting of 25-30 superintendents at Pier 66.
“I was the fifth one to sign up. We tried to charter
a state association. We struggled along and things
died down for a few years before it got going
again!”

Fellow Everglades Chapter founding member,
Bob Sanderson, recalls those early days. “Paul, isa
real jolly fellow. You like to be around him. I
counted on him the most to help get the Ever-
glades Chapter off the ground. He made calls and
did whatever was asked to get everybody involved.
He is just a super guy!”

With the business so fast paced today, Paul has
zeroed in on the current trends.

“Expectations are real high these days. The
players are always demanding more! The accep-
tance level has increased!”

Ifthat is the case, whatadvice does paul have for
new or aspiring superintendents?

“Be ready to change! New equipment, new
methods, new grasses will necessitate changes in
practices. However, stand by your convictions!
Never be afraid to stand up for what is the right
thing to do!

Our congratulations to Paul Nevers, a superin-
tendent who stood up for us in the early days.

-

THE FLORIDA GREEN



