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to be careful because that damages the
plant.

“The biggest thing is limiting the
amount of water. You can never get them

really dry, but we regulate the amount of

water they get at night so we can syringe
during the day and not get them too wet.
Regulating the water is the real challenge
of managing bentgrass greens.”

Rising to challenges has been a way of

life for Cann.

In high school at Wallingford, he
worked atanine-hole public courseleased
by a professional golfer and his brother.
The pro’s wife helped out in the golf shop
and Cann did most of the “outside work,”
becoming the de facto superintendent.

He brought his six handicap to his
brother’s alma mater, St. Leo College in
Wesley Chapel northeast of Tampa, to
play on the golf team and scope out the
Florida scene. He hoped to follow in his
brother’s footsteps and play for pay.

“I quickly learned that I didn’t have
the game you need to be a top-flight
professional so I decided to look into

maintenance,” Cann says. He gota job at
the St. Leo course and, after completing
one year at the small college, transferred
to the University of Florida at Gainesville
to begin his education in agronomy.

“After I enrolled, I started looking
around for a part-time job and I ran into
Jeff Hayden.”

Cann pauses long enough to let any-
one familiar with golf course mainte-
nance in Florida fill in the rest of the story
for himself. Cann became part of
Hayden’s Lake City Farm Club.

“I finished the semester at Gainesville
and then worked for Jeff fulltime at Tur-
key Creek until classes started at Lake
City in the fall.” Cann and the rest of
Hayden’s special crew continued to work
part-time at Turkey Creek, commuting
from the School of Golf Course Opera-
tions at Lake City Community College
onweekendsand sometimes onceor twice
during the week.

He was graduated from LCCCwithan
A.S.in golf course operationsin 1984 and
landed at River Wilderness CC in Parrish

as assistant to Mike Miles. River Wilder-
ness developer Lloyd Sheehan started
work a year later on Imperial Lakes down
the road in Palmetto and gave Cann the
top job.

“I was able to bring that course to
opening day from groundbreaking
through grow-in and I stayed there until
1988,” Cann recalls. He also became
friends with golfers Andy Bean and Paul
Azinger, who represented Sheehan’s de-
velopments on the PGA Tour.

In 1988, Cann succeeded David
Cheesman at The Reserve, at Cheesman’s
suggestion.

The Reservesits lightly on an environ-
mentally sensitive piece of property about
15 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean.
The golf course is cut out of natural wet-
lands— vast areas of which have been left
and a thick, long-needle-pine
forest which shelters abundant wildlife,
includingbobcats, eagles, deer, fox squir-
rels and lots of 8-pound bass.

intact

The fishare there for those wily enough

The Original

Clear Liquid Fertilizer Company
For Your Turf Featuring...

® Flow Sensitive Injections Systems
e Total Concept Service, Delivery,
Field Service, and Custom Blend

Programs

Micro Green micro nutrient products
Enviro Green slow release products
Enviro-Safe Containment Systems
pHairway Water Treatment

Liquid Ag

Systems, inc.

Pompano

1-800-432-2249
305-971-0022

Ft. Myers

813-565-5565
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The Reserve
Golf and Tennis Club,

Fort Pierce

Built in 1984 by George and Jim Fazio;
currently owned by Pittsburgh busi-
nessman Jack Piatt.

Private, 18 holes (plus short 9-hole, par-
three), 6,980 yards from back
tees, 5,256 from front; 30,000

rounds annually.

Greens: Penncross bentgrass (2 in
Tifdwarf, overseeded in winter
with bent); average 6,500 square
feet; hand-mown to .125 in sea-

on, .187 in summer.

Tees: Tifway 2, not overseeded; 60
boxes averaging 2,000 square
feet; cut to .450.

Fairways: Tifway 2, not overseeded;
lightweight mown to .500.

Roughs: Tifway 2 cut to 1.5 inches by
ground-driven five-gang unit; some
rough is pine bed cleared of pal-
mettos.

Irrigation: double row where necessary
fed by existing natural lakes.

Staff: 13 including assistant superinten-
dent, spray technician, irrigation
technician, two mechanics and
crew.

Superintendent: Tim Cann, 31, single.
Born Wallingford, Conn. Lake City
Community College A.S. in golf
course operations, 1984. Certi-
fied in 1991. Affiliations: Trea-
sure Coast GCSA, Florida GCSA,
FTGA, GCSAA and USGA. Previ-
ous Employment: Assistant super-
intendent River Wilderness CC
(Parrish); superintendent at Impe-
rial Lakes (Palmetto).

-
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Spread The Word.

Turf managers everywhere
are spreading the word that

the number one selling soil
wetting agent costs less than
ever before to apply. All the
more reason to use the new
AquaGro 20°S to solve your
water related problems.

New AquaGro 20°S gives
you the same outstanding
performance as the old for-
mulation, it’s just more con-
centrated. And we’re passing
the cost savings on to you.
What used to cost about
$4.40 per 1000 sq. ft., now
costs less than $3.75 — that’s
a 15% savings.

Just like the other AquaGro
formulations, AquaGro 20°S
speeds the movement of
water into dry spots, com-
pacted soils and slopes, drains
wet areas and moves water
soluble chemicals through
thatch.

No other soil wetting agent
manufacturer offers you the
money-back performance
guarantee that’s printed on
the front of every bag.

Lower price, guaranteed
performance — that’s an
unbeatable value.

So when the heat is on, use
AquaGro 20¢S; it helps you
make the most of available
water.

To find out bow the new,
economical AquaGro 20°S
can make you a better
water manager, call us for
a FREE copy of the User’s
Guide.

1-800-257-7797.

Another

Reason To
Use AquaGro.

'JAQUATROLS
The Water Management People

5 N. Olney Avenue
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
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ORTHENE will keep
vnwanted pests
off your turf.

Trying to control a broad range of
tough turf pests like mole crickets, fire-
ants, fleas, chinch bugs and the worm
complex is no day at the beach.That's
why you should use ORTHENE?"

ORTHENE Kills both on contact and
with long-lasting systemic action, and

can be applied to lawns, ornamentals,
shrubs, even trees.You can also
combine ORTHENE with many miti-
cides and fungicides for more effective
pest and disease control with just

one application.

ORTHENE is waterproof within 24
hours, and its chemical structure allows
it to break down quickly, eliminating
the threat of harmful buildup in the soil.

Throw a party your toughest turf pests
will never recover from, with ORTHENE
Turf, Tree and Ornamental Spray.

rf, Tree & Ornamental Spray
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to take them; hunting is prohibited.

Even though the crew maintains 130
acres of fairways (including the par-
three), the course is tight with small land-
ing areas.

Irrigation comes from the connected
lakes — “half the property is lakes and
the other half is wetlands and forest...
mostly wetlands,” says Cann — that are
fed by rain and runoff. The lakes empty
into the Atlantic through one of the ca-
nals dug by the Army Corps of Engineers.

“We're not allowed to pump any wa-
ter from the ground, but they do let us
transfer water between lakes so we move
a lot of water from one side of the prop-
erty to the other,” Cann says.

“It’s a very good golf course,” says
Cann, who plays to a 10 handicap these
days and is grateful to be able to play
often enough to keep it there. “It’s well-
laid out, challenging with carefully placed
bunkers (60) and lots of water (comes

half the property
is lakes and the
other half is wet-

lands and forest...

mostly wetlands

into play on 15 holes). Most holes have a
tunnel effect off the tee.”

Cann has enjoyed his tenure at tend-
ing the course George Fazio intended to
be his personal track. Fazio’s best-known
layouts include Jupiter Hills 45 minutes

down the road and Butler National out-
side of Chicago. The Reserve turned out
to be his next-to-last project and the last
one he finished. Hawk’s Nest in Vero
Beach opened after he died.

“An office job doesn’t turn me on at
all,” Caan said. “Being around people
and nature gives me a good feeling. If you
can find abeautiful golf course thatyou’re
happy at, it’s nice to be able to spend your
day more relaxed.”

NOTE: As this story went to press, Tim
Cann realized one of his career goals of
managing a 36-hole course by accepting
the position as superintendent at Harbour
Ridge GC in Stuart, a 36-hole private
facility by Joe Lee and Pete/P.B. Dye with
bermudagrass greens. Timwill be succeeded
at The Reserve by his assistant, Mike
Strahowski. Mike has been at The Reserve
for four and one-half years learning his
craft from both Tim and previous
superintendent, David Cheesman.  w»

AmerA&uatic

TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY

algae and aquatic weed control
fountains, installation & service
lake & littoral zone design
fish stocking & breeding
wetlands establishment

floating weed barriers
water quality testing
silt/turbidity control
lakescaping™
free surveys

Serving golf courses and green spaces e e PRI v —
from Florida to the Carolinas Don’t rebuild that bad green... Verti-Groove it!
Turf-Tec International
4740 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

1-800-258-7477

Your lake's best friend. .,

Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349
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THE TERRA TOPPER

A New Concept in Topdressing

Look At These Advantages

-FAST: Does not lay the topdressing on top of the
grass. No brushing is necessary.

+SAVE: With a light topdressing 18 greens can be
done in less than 2 hours with only 3 passes
for average green.

*CLEAN: Very little or no sand pick up when mowing.

*QUALITY: Cut your greens longer and still maintain fast
putting surface.

*RESULT: Best putting surface available.

THE TERRA T200
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Greens - Tees - Approaches

The Terra 200 will give you a fast, quality job with a
minimum of maintenance cost. It will do 1 1/2 acres per
hour - 10 minutes per green.

This is the ideal machine to use for spiking. The new
double 4" spiking blade does the job so smooth the golfer
will never know you've been onthe green. It will leave 400
spiking holes in a 3 foot width.

TERRA SOFT BROOM
-
i - P

For brushing in topdressing or windrowing aerating cores:
Do it with the Terra Soft Tender Rotary Broom.

One pass over -- 4 or 5 passes is not necessary as with
a dragmat or barn brooms.

THE TERRA T320

Get the job done before the golfer knows you've started.
Designed for fairways and large turf areas, the Terra 320
can aerate 3 acres per hour with 3 1/2" X 4" hole spacing.
High production combined with low maintenance and
initial cost make it the cheapest way by far to put holes in
the ground.

Getthe workdone when the ground is ready to aerate and
end up with a clean quality job.

For a demonstration, call...

LEWIS EQUIPMENT CO, INC.
320 Third St., SW
Winter Haven, FL 33880

800/451-5622




Tim Caan, CGCS

“My knowledge is the
direct result of four
people in particular —
Tim Hiers, Jeff Hayden,
Buddy Carmouche and
Mike Miles. All these guys
taught me a lot about
what | do — self-disci-
pline and dedication to

the job.” ™\
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FOUR WAYS TO
GREENER GREENS

A0
- -

4

ENERSOL . 3 &“.’

ENERSOL TURF BIOSTIMULANT

Improves turf color, density, and root mass
Notice the amazing results Enersol Turf Biostimulant has pro-
duced in a 60-day period. You too can expect noticeable differences
in turf color, density and root mass. Enersol Turf Biostimulant
produces such marked improvements in turf that it has been
selected for trial in the University of Florida two-year study on
Biostimulants for turf.

BREAK-THRU
The answer to weed control and increased
performance of herbicides

Goosegrass, torpedograss and other hard to control weeds now
have a simple solution: Break-Thru with Herbicides. An exciting,
new generation of super surfactants, Break-Thru's silicon-based
chemistry can super charge your Herbicide. Break-Thru molds
with the target area, reducing the surface tension to such a low
level that herbicides are quickly absorbed--resulting in faster, more
positive control of even hard to manage weeds.

q- GRANULAR *

ORGANO-LIG

Untreated

d @

ENERSOL

ENERSOL HUMIC ACID
Healthier soil leads to healthier turf

The primary key to healthy turf lies in the proper treatment of the ORGANO-LIG -

soil that nourishes the turf. Enersol Humic Acid is designed to The perfect addition to enhance turf quality
feed the soil first, thereby producing an environment for a Organo-Lig Humic Acid will markedly improve your turf quality.
stronger, more healthy root system. In turn, a better developed Available in granular form and applied either straight onto the turf
root system requires less water, has increased nutrient uptake or blended in with your fertilizer or top dressing mix, Organo-Lig
capacities, and gives the turf a natural, bright green hue. Enersol will enhance your turf's ability to retain water and develop

Humic Acid, available in liquid form or water soluble powder, can stronger root growth and superior nutrient uptake. Turf areas on
be conveniently applied through normal irrigation of the turf area. sand-based greens respond well to long-term use of Organo-Lig.

American Colloid Company * Arlington Heights, lilinois « (708) 392-4600
IN FLORIDA « CONTACT RICK BROWN AND ASSOCIATES (813) 299-1784

Copyright 1992 American Colloid Company




Verticutting & Vertigrooming:

Verticutting (vertical mowing) is a cul-
tivation practice involving the use of verti-
cally oriented knives mounted on a rapidly
rotating, horizontal shaft.(A. ]. Turgeon.
Turfgrass Management, third edition).

Verticutting and vertigrooming are
not the same and should not be consid-
ered equal as turf managementtools. Ver-
ticutting is a necessary cultural practice
probably equal to aerifying in its impor-
tance to quality turfgrass and putting
surfaces. Vertigrooming is a fine-tuning
of the playing surface that will enhance
the ball roll and appearance of the turf.

Verticutting

The objectives and benefits of
verticutting varies, depending on the
depth and spacing of the knives and the
turf manager doing the job.

Major objectives of verticutting are
thatch removal, reduction of grain, and
compaction relief. Most turf managers
agree that controlling thatch and reduc-
ing grain are the primary reasons for
verticutting. Others contend that stimu-
lation produces new leaf growth, making
the putting surface more manageable.

Other problems that can be solved
with verticutting: breaking up algae on
putting surfaces;accelerating spring tran-
sition by injuring ryegrass and promot-
ing bermudagrass; aiding overseeding to
reach the soil during fall overseeding
projects and, to some extent, removal of
poa annua seedheads, thus improving
the appearance of the putting surface.

Consideration should be given to the
condition of the putting surface prior to
the initiation of a verticutting operation.
Shallowrooted turfcan be seriously dam-
aged by verticutting. The turf should be
healthy and vigorously growing at the
time of the operation to speed recovery.

Another factor is the disruption of the
putting surface and the negative recep-
tion from the members and golfers. Be
sure to properly notify everyone con-
cerned of the scheduled operation and its
effects.

What is Vertigrooming?

A new equipment option from major
manufacturers, a vertigroomer is part of
acuttingunit designed to simultaneously
vertigroom while the mower is cutting.
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By Prentis C. Knotts
Golf Course Superintendent
Eagle Creek Country Club
Naples, Florida
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Generally, the depth of the knives is
limited and the vertigroomer isincapable
of deep verticutting. The “brush” or
“comb” traditionally found on the cut-
ting unitis replaced by the vertigroomer.
Itis debatable whether the same objective
applies to these attachments. Brushing
stands the grass blades up allowing for a
smoother cut. The vertigroomer may ac-
complish this as well, but many feel this is
a side effect of vertigrooming with the
main objective being a minor reduction
of leaf surface. Some believe this reduc-
tion reduces friction allowing additional
speed and more consistent ball roll. In
addition, the stimulation of the turf in-
creases microbial activity at the soil sur-
face resulting in better gas exchange and
increased turf vigor.

Comparing Verticutting and
Vertigrooming Operations

Verticutting usually has more visual
impact to the golfer, while vertigrooming
can be accomplished without the visual
effect. Since vertigrooming can be done
more often with less visual impact, it is
not always necessary to notify anyone of
the procedure.

Most turf managers prefer to lightly
topdress following verticutting. Thisalso
helps decompose thatch and smooth the
surface. The addition of topdressing in-
creases the negative visual effect to the
golfer. Many perceive the green speed to
be reduced on topdressed greens. The
opposite is generally true.

The topdressing fills irregularities in
the putting surface, i. e., unrepaired ball
marks, scuff marks, and minor tire de-
pressions. This contributes to speed and
“trueness” in the putting surface.

Scheduling of verticutting should be

based on the need to verticut and the
turf’s ability to recover. Most superin-
tendents agree that twice annually would
be the minimum. Vertigrooming can be
carried out more frequently since the
process is less severe with little obvious
impact.

Manufacturers suggest that verti—
grooming be done two to three times
weekly. Obviously, the lighter the setting
the more often the vertigrooming can be
done. Vertical mower attachments for
triplex greensmowers are the most popu-
lar equipment because they are fast and
usually trouble free. Other types include
walk-behind units and tractor mounted,
PTO (power take-off) versions.

Each equipment selection should be
based on the suitability of that unit for
the particular golf course and the func-
tion it is to perform. Vertigrooming
equipment is an extra cost option on
greensmower reels, walk-behind and
tripex. Triplex mowers can be equipped
with vertigroomers and have interchange-
able verticutting units. Again, these
choices should be made with consider-
ation of the intended use and suitability
for the site.

Most turf managers agree that double
verticutting(two directions per opera-
tion) is more beneficial and keeps the
putting surface consistent. Because
vertigrooming can be accomplished sev-
eral times over a one weeek period it only
requires one direction for its effect.

The depth of cut varies from one turf
manager to another, but have common
criteria. For example, the major verti-
cutting operations conducted each year
should be deep enough to remove thatch
and allow top dressing to be incorpo-
rated into the thatch layer, enhancing
decomposition. If reducing grain is the
objective, a lighter touch is recom-
mended. Usually setting the knives at or
fractionallyabove the bottom of the roller
is sufficient to accomplish this.

When verticutting greens, a crossing
pattern at 90 degrees produces a pattern
that members and golfers will find toler-
able.

Vertigrooming on the other hand can
be done in any direction for consecutive
days. Emphasis should be placed on
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