THE TERRA TOPPER

A New Concept in Topdressing

Look At These Advantages

*FAST: Does not lay the topdressing on top of the
grass. No brushing is necessary.

+SAVE: With a light topdressing 18 greens can be
done in less than 2 hours with only 3 passes
for average green.

«CLEAN: Very little or no sand pick up when mowing.

*QUALITY: Cut yourgreens longer and still maintain fast
putting surface.

*RESULT: Best putting surface available.

THE TERRA T200
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Greens - Tees - Approaches

The Terra 200 will give you a fast, quality job with a
minimum of maintenance cost. It will do 1 1/2 acres per
hour - 10 minutes per green.

This is the ideal machine to use for spiking. The new
double 4" spiking blade does the job so smooth the golfer
will neverknow you've been onthe green. It will leave 400
spiking holes in a 3 foot width.
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For brushing in topdressing or windrowing aerating cores:
Do it with the Terra Soft Tender Rotary Broom.

One pass over -- 4 or 5 passes is not necessary as with
a dragmat or barn brooms.

THE TERRA T320

Get the job done before the golfer knows you've started.
Designed for fairways and large turf areas, the Terra 320
can aerate 3 acres per hour with 3 1/2" X 4" hole spacing.
High production combined with low maintenance and
initial cost make it the cheapest way by far to put holes in
the ground.

Getthe workdone when the ground is ready to aerate and
end up with a clean quality job.

For a demonstration, call...

LEWIS EQUIPMENT CO, INC.
320 Third St., SW
Winter Haven, FL 33880

800/451-5622
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Natural beauty, diverse

BY LARRY KIEFFER

Greg Plotner, CGCS, has worked
at only two golf courses in his 11-
year professional career — and he
built one and grew in the other.

The 35-year-old environmentalist
and superintendent at Tampa Palms
CC began digging drainage ditches
for Wadsworth Construction Co. at
Sweetwater CC near Houston
immediately after graduating from
Southern Illinois University in 1981
with a B.S. degree in plant and soil
science. Five years later, he was on
his way to Tampa to supervise the
construction and maintenance of
Tampa Palms.

“I had a good background and
training, but I just happened to get a
few very good breaks,” says Plotner,
who took up golf at age 5 and
landscape maintenance not much
later, both under the tutelage of his
father, an elementary school super-
intendent.

“I started by taking care of the
grounds at my Dad’s school and
that worked into a summer job with
a landscape company through high
school and college,” he recalls.

The 14 months of construction
experience with Wadsworth at
Sweetwater gave Plotner a taste to
manage a golf course so, when the
contractor pulled up stakes in
Houston and headed to Phoenix,
Plotner stayed on as an irrigation
technician at the course built
specifically as the centerpiece for
LPGA headquarters.

“I'had no idea that one of the
assistant superintendents would be
leaving in a few months and that I
would get his job,” says Plotner with
just a touch of wonder. “And a little
later, the senior assistant left and I
moved up.” Number 3

During his stint at Sweetwater,
which was managed by Kindred &
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Tampa Palms Golf and Country Club

abitat, golfing pleasure
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Co., Plotner helped set up and
maintain the course for several
LPGA qualifying schools and two
tour events. In the summer of
1986, Kindred offered Plotner the
superintendent’s post at a new
course that was to be built by the
Deltona corporation on a 1,000-
acre tract in the floodplain of the
Hillsborough River.

Fortunately, Deltona also had a
set of plans by Art Hills, an archi-
tect well known for sensitively and
sensibly transforming southwest
Florida wetlands into wonderful
golf courses.

“Art did a great job keeping the
natural beauty of the property
intact while creating lots of eye
appeal,” says Plotner.

“Most of the surrounding land is
designated a nature preserve,
adding a lot of pressure to be
extremely careful when applying
pesticides. .

“We have a tremendous amount
of wetlands and upland forest areas
that leads to a diverse habitat for a
wide variety of plant and animal
communities, which allows the
golfer not only to enjoy a round of
golf, but also to enjoy nature and
all of its wonderful inhabitants.

“This is a great place to exem-
plify that golf courses and nature
can coexist to their mutual ben-
efit.”

To bolster that assertion, Plotner
signed up Tampa Palms for the
USGA/Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program (See story page
36) in March of 1991 and it was
accepted last October.

“We hope to be certified as a
sanctuary soon,” says Plotner,
pointing out that the Audubon
Society must approve plans in
seven different areas before Tampa
Palms can be certified: public
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involvement, environmental plan, wild-
life cover projects, wildlife food enhance-
ment projects, water conservation, and
water enhancement.

The same features that give Tampa
Palms its beauty also create maintenance
problems. For instance the high water
table on the floodplain of the
Hillsborough River — a major source of
drinking water for much of the Tampa
Bay area— keeps Plotner and his crew on
the chemical edge.

“Water quality is very important. We
have to be very careful about pollutants,”
he says. “We do an extensive soil samp—
ling program to monitor what’s going on
asbest we can. We even have a small kit to
do some testing ourselves.”

Plotner uses the soil testing services
provided by his various suppliers but
would like some day to have a complete
lab of his own right in his maintenance
complex.

“I've heard that somebody is coming
out with a small self-contained lab that

(% Water quality
is very
important. We
have to be very
careful about
pollutants.®

might cost about $20,000 , but I think it
would pay for itself in the long run,” he
says.

Another problem is created by the
dense uplands forest from which many of
the holes were carved.

Air circulation is far from ideal. Com-
bined with heavyrainsand the high water
table, the poor circulation continually
challenges the Tampa Palms crew’s abil-
ity to keep the Tifdwarf greens alive—let
alone playable — in summer’s high tem-

perature and humidity.

“But it’s all part of our job,” says
Plotner, who is responsible for the club-
house grounds and common areas as
well as the golf course. He hasa staffof 15
fulltime employees and five part-time
laborers.

That’s a good-sized staff for an 18-
hole golf course that plays 28,000 rounds
a year, but Tampa Palms members get
their money’s worth.

It’s not a hacker-friendly facility.

From the red tees, the course mea-
sures 4883 yards with arating of 69.7 and
aslope of 118. From the tips, it measures
7004 with a rating of 74.2 and a slope of
137.

The Senior PGA Tour, whose players
contributed 230+ rounds to the annual
total during the GTE Suncoast Classic
from 1988-91, played itat 6631 yardsand
par 72. Nine of 78 entrants in last year’s
fourth annual Classic managed par or
better through 54 holes.

Please See Page 18

We work at ground level...
SO you can
play on top!

The fact is, Central
Florida Turf is working
hard to provide you with
superior workmanship in
construction of new golf
facilities, irrigation with
all turf installations or
renovation of existing
golf courses...

and all at a competitive

price!

Jeff Harstine
President/Vice President

Central Florida Turf, Inc.
4516 East Kinsey Road
Avon Park, FL 33825
(813) 452-2215 - 800-422-1187

Rodney Davis
Secretary/Treasurer

Dennis Crews
Sales Manager

DB R it ons :
T
WEED/SWEE
Kills Weed's vithout spraying ...

The new Weed/Sweep is a must for > No bulky water tanks needed

every golf course. You achieve
precision control of weeds by using
new dripless chemical wiping
technology. The system can be easily > Comes complete with pump,
mounted on an ATV or pulled behind
a golf cart or small tractor. FREE
brochure by mail or ask for a demo at
your course. Don't put it off — Call today.

®
.u CHEMICAL
CONTAINERS, INC.
PO. BOX 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859 e (813) 638-1407 * Fax (813) 638-8132

Lo dala, o0 vt i N

P> Precision placement on
unwanted growth - no overspray

feed lines, filters

»> Lightweight aluminum frame and
mounting brackets

800-346-7867

THE FLORIDA GREEN




Tampa Palms Golf and Country Club
Property: 7500 acres (originally 10,000) on floodplain of Hillsborough River

near Tampa.

Ownership: Originally developed by Deltona Corp.; then Gulfstream Homes
and Tampa Palms Development Co.

Management: Simanco Management Co., Tampa. John Vest, general
manager; Ron McCormick, golf chairman; Jim Jones, greens chairman.

Golf Course: Opened 1987; Arthur Hills, architect. 18 holes; par 36-36-72;
4883-7004 yards; rating 69.7-74.2; slope 118-137.

Playing Policy: Private, 28,000 rounds annually; hosted Senior PGA Tour
GTE Suncoast Classice annually 1988-91.

Terrain: Wetlands and dense uplands forest. Certification pending as USGA/
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary.

Maintenance Staff: Greg Plotner, CGCS, superintendent; 2 assistants, 2
mechanics, 2 spray technicians, irrigation technician, landscape
technician, 2 club groundskeepers, 5 fulltime laborers, 5 parttime
laborers.

Greens: Tifdwarf bermudagrass overseeded with 50/50 Pennlinks bentgrass
and poa frivialis; 5500 square feet cut to %:.

Tees: Tifton 328 bermudagrass overseeded with perennial ryegrass; total 4
acres cut to 7.

Fairways: Tifton 419 bermudagrass not overseeded; total 25 acres under
high maintenance cut to s to %.

Roughs: Tifton 419 bermudagrass overseeded with ryegrass at 350 pounds/
acre and highly maintained. Cut to 1V to 1.

Hazards: 13 lakes comprising 40 acres come into play on 12 holes; 42
white sand bunkers.

Water: Groundwater pumped to controller by VTIl and distributed by 530 heads.

" The Hot Shot
For HoASpots.

AquaGro®
Advantage

,;
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Advantage is AquaGro®

soil wetting agent molded
into a solid pellet. Instead

of syringing with plain water,
pop an AquaGro Advantage
Pellet into an applicator

and quickly move water into
the rootzone.

* Touch up problem spots easily.
» Turf safety in any weather.

Available from your AquaGro
distributor.

The Advantage System
AquaGro Advantage Pellets
AquaGro Advantage Applicator

'JAQUATROLS

The Water Management People
1-800-257-7797

(4 )
RegaiStar
ST
NOXIOUS
WEED

GANG

STEALING YOUR
TURF QUALITY?

ST S

Goosegrass, Crabgrass, Crowfoot, Spurges and
Knotweed are just a few of a band of desperados out
to steal the nutrients away from your turfgrass. Not
only are they an ugly bunch, but they destroy turfgrass

quality.

One pre-emerge application of RegalStar™ will get all
the noxious weed gang while providing season-long,
uniform Nitroform® nitrogen feeding. Turfgrass
managers eveywhere are obtaining superior quality
turfgrass from a single RegalStar™ application. No
costly multiple applications are needed.  Get
RegalStar™ for the very best results.

RE GAL
CHEMICAL COMPANY

Regal Chemical Company

P.O. BOX 900/ ALPHARETTA, GA 30239

JULY/AUGUST 1992
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Greg A. Plotner, CGCS

Age: 35

Education: B.S., Plant & Soil Science, Southern
lllinois University, 1981.

Professional Affiliations: Florida West Coast GCSA
(president and external vice president), FTGA,
GCSAA, Southwest Florida Water
Management District (vice chairman, Green
Industry Advisory Committee).

Previous Employment: Wadsworth Golf Construction
Co., irrigation technician 1981-82;
Sweetwater CC, Sugar Land, Tex., assistant
superintendent, 1982-1986; Tampa Palms
G&CC, Tampa, superintendent.

Hobbies: Fishing, softball, golf.
Family: Wife, Nadene; son David, 10.

Career Goal: “I've maintained a course for the LPGA
and the Senior PGA Tour; I'd like to do a PGA

Tour event sometime in my career.”

THE FLORIDA GREEN




WHEN WE SAY NEW
CHIPCO ALIETTE WDG
IS LOW DUST,
WERE NOT
BLOWING SMOKE.

We’re also not pulling your leg. Lying like a rug. Or otherwise fibbing either. Because new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand
Water Dispersible Granule (WDG) is truly like a breath of fresh air. The hassle of loading and mixing has been
virtually eliminated. And that’s a fact. ® With a formulation of free-flowing granules that pour like liquid, new
CHIPCO® ALIETTE® WDG adds further convenience and cleanliness to an already top-ranked fungicide. Making
the best Pythium prevention and protection money can buy even better. % The truth is, CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand
fungicide protects every blade of turfgrass, even the roots, for up to 21 days. And just one application stimulates
your turf’s natural ability to fight off infection. Plus, a foliar application on a wide variety of ornamental
and landscape plantings actually prevents Pythium and Phytophthora. # So this year, clean-up on Pythium
with new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand WDG fungicide from Rhone-Poulenc. ChlpCO® Ahette@WDG

C/ M Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC, 27709 For additional product information, please call: 1-800-334-9745
CHIPCO and ALIETTE are registered trademarks of Rhone-Poulenc. As with any crop protection chemical, always read and follow instructions on the label. ©1992 Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company



From Page 14

“It’s very demanding, with little or no
room for error,” says Plotner, who plays
to a 12 handicap. “You’ve got to think
your way around and put each shotwhere
it belongs. Complicating matters are the
tall trees which shield or swirl the wind
unpredictably, making club selection
confusing.”

If the wind doesn’t get you, the water
will. Or the sand. Thirteen lakes com-
prising 40 acres come into play on 12
holes and the 5500-square-foot greens
are buttressed by 42 bunkers.

“This is an extremely difficult course
for the high-handicap golfer,” says
Plotner, who is president and external
vice president of the Florida West Coast
GCSA and is a member of the FTGA. He
also has one of 11 seats on the Southwest
Florida Water Management District’s
Green Industry Advisory Committee,
which heservesas vice chairman. (Chuck
Rogers at Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley

Chapel, representing the FTGA, is the
onlyother golf course superintendent on
the committee.)

He draws a parallel between the diffi-
culty of his golf course and the complex-
ity of his profession: the margin for error
is slim... and diminishing.

“This is no longer a career for
greenskeepersand grass cutters,” he says.
“A few people are capable of picking up
the scientific background on their own
or through continuing education, but I

strongly recommend that young people
entering the field earn at least a B.S. de-
gree before taking on this kind of respon-
sibility.

“There are endless opportunities in
golf course management, buttomorrow’s
manager is going to have to be smarter,
faster and tougher to survive under the
increasing weight of regulation and tight-
ening noose of restrictions.”

He sees water as the greatest challenge
facing the industry.

“We need to learn how to use less of it
and use it smarter. For those who rely on
groundwater (as does Tampa Palms), the
regulators must put them on water bud-
gets, not restrictions.”

If the job is getting so tough, why stay
in it?

“Lookat this place,” hesays. “It’sbeau-
tiful. And every day brings a new obstacle
— a fresh challenge to overcome. How
many people have an office like this?”
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P.0. BOX 18101
TAMPA, FL 33679

813-839-3363

STUART COHEN
EAST FLA.

KNOCK M' DED e GRIME OFF ® GREEN LAPPING SOAP e RUST BAN e GREEN MAG/O

18

*TURF TRACER ® FOAM GARD e RUST BUSTER ¢ BEAUT/

AmerA&uatic

TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY

CHEMICAL CO. INC.

CALL COLLECT:

RUSS VARNEY
WEST FLA.
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algae and aquatic weed control
fountains, installation & service
lake & littoral zone design
fish stocking & breeding
wetlands establishment
floating weed barriers
water quality testing
silt/turbidity control
lakescaping™
free surveys

Serving golf courses and green spaces
from Florida to the Carolinas

Your lake's best friend. ,

Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349
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Turf-Tec International

4740 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

1-800-258-7477

Don’t rebuild that bad green... Verti-Groove it!

* New Tree Planting

« Transplanting

» Root Pruning

- Consulting Arborist
Pruning, Tree &
Stump Removal

« Tree Rehabilitation

NEEGR

4:;& LANDSCAPE

INC.

— Complete Professional Arbor Care —
WPB 407-965-2198 ® Boca 407-499-4461 e Crystal River 904-795-9007

South Florida Grassing, Inc

“A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964”

419 SOD - 419 SPRIGS
TIFDWARF * 328 * HYDROMULCHING * WILDFLOWERS
* GRASSING & MULCHING

We provide reworking
and planting
services for fairways, tees
and greens.

DIRECT FROM HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA
South of Stuart

Phone: (407) 746-7816 « (407) 546-4191 « Fax (407) 546-3482

Certified 419
and Turfgrasses grown
on gassed, irrigated
sand land.

JULY/AUGUST 1992
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Tampa
Palms
Golf and
Country
Club

% This is a great place to
exemplify that golf courses
and nature can coexist to ey

Brian

their mutual benefit.*” Everhart
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