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as a golf course superintendent. Hayden was superintendent of 
the Jacksonville Beach Municipal Golf Course and he became 
Snipes's mentor. 

"My first job was to ride around the course in the back of a '63 
Dodge pickup truck with another guy and rake all the traps by 
hand," he recalls. "They wouldn't even let me drive the truck." 

And now Eddie Snipes, CGCS, is well into his third year as 
superintendent of the Oak Bridge Club, one of the posh, private 
Arvida clubs at Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach and host of the 
1992 GCSAA Championship. 

From hand-raking the traps, Snipes "picked up on things and 
sort of became the utility guy — I could do just about anything 
that needed to be done." He was the course mechanic when he 
left Jacksonville Beach Muni after four and a half years. 

He'd also learned how to play golf with the help of a set of 
Hogan Apex clubs he bought for $60 "from a guy who sold them 
out of the back seat of his car." 

"I'm one of the people who enjoy golf strictly for the sake of 
playing a game and being out of doors," says Snipes, who lists 
golf has his principal leisure activity. An achilles tendon injury 
early this year ended a budding career in flag football. 

"I guess I'll concentrate on being a good father and uncle," he 
says. 

When Hayden became superintendent at San Jose Golf Club 
in Jacksonville in 1977, Snipes went with him as "utility man." 
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Oak Bridge Golf Club 
Ownership: Arvida/JMB Partners. 

Playing Policies: Private; 28,000 rounds a year 
(some tee times reserved for guests at Marriott Resort) 

Design & Construction: Original design by Bill 
Amick in late 1960s. Renovated in 1987 by Ed Seay 
and Eighteen Construction. 6,383 yards from back 
tees; par 69, course rating 70.3, slope 126. 

Tur f : Greens average 4,000 square feet, Tifdwarf 
overseeded with poa trivialis and bentgrass (14:1); 
tees and fairways (28 acres) in Tifton 419 
bermudagrass overseeded with perennial rye; roughs 
in Tifton 419 maintained at 1 V2 inch. 

Hazards: 72 sand bunkers; water from one lake and 
meandering canal corfies into play on 1 3 holes. 

Irrigation: Toro Van-Time II electric system with 
"about 600" heads. Source is treated effluent. 

Maintenance crew: 14 including superintendent, 
assistant, mechanic, two landscape technicians, 
spray technician, irrigation technician. 

W e are dedicated to helping turf gross 
managers do their jobs more efficiently by 

striving to provide the best ports 
and service available 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
TORO CUSHMAN/RYAN 
TORO IRRIGATION 
GREEN MACHINE 
BILLY GOAT 
POWER TRIM 
FOLEY 
MAIBO 
OHIO 
CROSLEY TRAILERS 

CUSHMAN INDUSTRIAL 
TRENCHMASTER 
OTTERBINE 
NATIONAL MOWERS 
BERNHARD EXPRESS DUAL 
CHEM-PRO SPRAYERS 
ALLEN HOVER MOWERS 
HAMMER RECYCLED PLASTICS 

SALES MANAGER, Don DeLaney 

(407) 333-3600 

OLATHE 
STANDARD 
PAR AIDE 
BROYHILL 
CYCLONE 
GANDY 
WINDMILL 
VICON 

JACKSONVILLE 
1741 Hamilton St. 32210 

(904) 387-0516 
TERRITORY MANAGERS 

Carl Heise 
John Higgins 

Bob Ward 

LAKE M A R Y 
300 Technology Park 32746 

(407) 333-3600 
TERRITORY MANAGERS 

Phil Bradburn 
James Griffin 

CHEMICAL CO. INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FL 33679 

CALL COLLECT: 
813-839-3363 

STUART COHEN 
EAST FLA. 

RUSS VARNEY 
WEST FLA. 



Get Another Benefit 
From Poa trivialis... 
DARKER COLOR 
More and more professionals are using Poa trivialis for 
its many benefits. With Laser you can also get the 
darker color you've been looking for. 

LASER Keeps Greens in Play 
Overseeding with Laser Poa trivialis has a big advantage 
over ryegrass. You won't hear golfers complain about poor 
putting greens during the fall grow-in period like you do 
with ryegrass. Laser can be cut close immediately after 
germination, unlike perennial ryes that need to become 
established first. With Laser there's no waiting. That means 
uninterrupted play on your greens after fall overseeding. 

Advantages of Winter Overseeding 
with LASER Poa trivialis 
• Darker color 
• Germinates quickly 
• Can be cut close immediately after overseeding 
• Improves putting surfaces compared to greens 

overseeded with 100% perennial ryegrass. 
• Retains dark green color in winter 
• Tolerates cold weather 
• Provides a smooth spring transition 
• Performs well in damp soil 
• Tolerates shade 

Use LASER 
Use Laser alone. Or blend it with perennial rye and 
chewings fescue for a smooth putting turf. Either way, 
you'll get all the benefits of Poa trivialis...and a much 
darker color. 

N O T E : L a s e r Poa trivialis is i n c l u d e d a s a c o m p o n e n t o f M a r v e l g r e e n + L a s e r 
a n d M a r v e l g r e e n C l a s s i c w i n t e r o v e r s e e d i n g m i x t u r e s . 

Lofts Seed Inc. 
World's largest marketer of turfgrass seed 
B o u n d B r o o k , N J 0 8 8 0 5 
(201) 3 5 6 - 8 7 0 0 • (800) 5 2 6 - 3 8 9 0 

Lofts/Great Western 
Albany, OR 
(503) 928-3100 or 
(800) 547-4063 

Sunbelt Seeds, Inc. 
Norcross, GA 
(404) 448-9932 or 
(800) 522-7333 

Snyder Turf Supply, Inc. 
Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 948-9107 

Watson Distributors 
Irving, TX 
(214) 438-3733 
San Antonio, TX 
(512) 654-7065 
Houston, TX 
(713) 771-5771 

Robinson Fertilizer Co. 
Anaheim, CA 
(714)632-9710 

Las Vegas Fertilizer Co., Inc. Toyo Green Co., Ltd. 
No. Las Vegas, NV Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103 Japan 
(702)649-1551 (03)669-1371 



When Snipes was graduated from UNF 
with a B. A. in psychology in 1978, Hayden 
offered him the job as assistant superin-
tendent. 

"I had thought I was going to make a 
career in criminal justice, possibly coun-
seling offenders, but as I talked to people 

in that field, it seemed to me that they 
weren't getting much accomplished. Most 
of their time was spent pushing papers 
around, documenting facts." 

He accepted Hayden's offer and has 
never regretted the decision. 

In 1983, he became superintendent at 
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Selva Marina CC and on July 17,1989 — 
two months after earning his certifica-
tion — he took over at Oak Bridge. 

"This is a great golf course," Snipes 
says with unabashed pride of the course 
designed by Bill Amick in the late 1960s 
and redesigned by Ed Seay in 1987. "If 

No other manufacturer, O.E.M. or aftermarket, 
puts what we do into a roller. Our rollers 
LAST LONGER AND COST YOU LESS! 

TWO seals are Better than one 
Every roller manufactured by Douglas Products comes 
equipped with a dual seal system; an inner seal for grease 
retention and an outer seal to keep out dirt. AND they ride on 
a stainless steel wear sleeve to assure the integrity of the 
sealing element throughout its life. 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY! 

FOR ORDERS OR INFORMATION DIAL TOLL FREE 

1-800-521-8891 

Tel: 407/582-6180 
1810 HYPOLUXO ROAD SUITE D-9 LANTANA, FLORIDA 33462 

IN FLORIDA DIAL 

1-800-541-2255 
WAIT FOR TONE. THEN DIAL 

3 6 8 - 4 5 2 7 



THERE IS ONLY ONE MILORGANITE & U S #1 
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

MILORGANITE AND ALL THE "ME TOO" 
"JOHNNY-COME-LATELY" NATURAL ORGANICS? 

PROVEN RESULTS! 
MILORGANITE IS AMERICA S NUMBER ONE NATURAL ORGANIC FERTILIZER 

Natural Organic Milorganite 
Is The Fertilizer That 
Golf Has Been Growing 
With Since 1926. 

Milorganite 
Milorganite Division MMSD 
P.O. Box 3049 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-3049 
(414) 225-3333 

HERE'S SOMETHING 
TO REFLECT ON.., 



you can score on this course, you can 
play the game of golf." 

Although it's short — 6,383 from the 
tips — the course carries a USGA course 
rating of 70.3 and a slope of 126. 

"The front nine is pretty straightfor-
ward, but you'd better not go to sleep," 
Snipes says. "You'd better be conscious 
when you make the turn because the back 
side comprises the best nine holes of golf 
I've ever played." 

Two holes — the par-five 11th and 
par-three 17th—were included in North 
Florida's "Dream 18" selected by the 
Florida Times- Union, Jacksonville's daily 
newspaper. Keep in mind that the area 
includes the likes of The Ravines, Amelia 
Island Plantation, the TPC and several 
other famous courses. 

Speaking of the neighboring TPC, also 
part of the Sawgrass complex, superin-
tendent Fred Klauk, a perennial member 
of the Florida team in the annual GCSAA 
Championship, is club champion at Oak 
Bridge. 

The challenge at Oak Bridge comes 
from two factors common to Florida 
courses but more abundant here than at 
most: sand and water. The course sports 
72 bunkers and water comes into play on 
13 holes. 

If the golf challenge is typical of Florida, 
the maintenance challenge isn't. The high 
organic clay soil of the area limits perco-
lation. 

"Water management is a real chal-
lenge," he says. "In winter, it can become 
a nightmare, especially with our shady 
greens and fairways. It takes minimal 
amounts of rain to really get water mov-
ing and since seven-eights of this place is 
surrounded by water, we have to be ex-
tremely careful when we spray anything." 

Even if water movement weren't a 
problem, however, Snipes says he is "not 
one to spray just for the sake of spraying. 
I try to use a minimum of chemicals and 
wait until there is something we really 
need to go after and can't get at it any 
other way. 

"Just because the label says you can 
spray every 14 days doesn't mean you 
have to," he says. "Often a mechanical or 
cultural treatment will do just as well." 

To help combat the problems created 

by his unique soil conditions, Snipes 
double-spikes the greens weekly in win-
ter and runs a light topdressing program 
through the spring. 

Oak Bridge is irrigated with treated 
effluent it gets free from the St. Johns 
Utility Service. In fact, Arvida's contract 
with the service requires it to provide a 
means of disposing of all wastewater cre-
ated by its developments. 

"I think (FGCSA President) Tom 
Benefield has hit the nail on the head with 
his campaign against charging golf 
courses for using treated effluent water,." 
Snipes says. "It's double taxation." 

Snipes manages the golf course with a 
crew of 14, counting himself. He reports 
to General Manager David Glass, who 
also supervises Arvida's Jacksonville Golf 
and Country Club and a beach club. 

Although managing Oak Bridge is 
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challenging, Snipes wouldn't have it any 
other way. 

"I like the nature of this beast," he 
says. "This job gives you everything you 
could want — challenge, responsibility, 
opportunity for leadership. Every day I 
learn something and I'm an educator at 
the same time. 

"This job is a life style. You give up 
your weekends and holidays but it makes 
you a more complete person. 

"Sometimes, when I'm riding the 
course in the afternoon before going 
home, a group of members — often a 
family — will flag me down and tell me 
how much they appreciate what we do. 

"To see them out there enjoying some-
thing you have helped produce — how 
could you have a greater reward than 



Advertisement 

E.R. Jahna Industries 
Sand company's golf 
market share growth 
reflects involevemnt 
with FGCSA chapters 

They call him the Sand Man but 
you'll never see him sleeping. 

Not with seven Florida GCSA 
chapter meetings to attend every 
month and 500 golf courses to keep 
supplied with sand. 

Joe Johnson, Emil Jahna's ambas-
sador to the golf course industry, 
has seen a lot of changes to the in-
dustry since he joined the Lake Wales 
firm in 1973. 

"Golf course construction is a 
heck of a lot more sophisticated now 
than it used to be," says Johnson, a 
retired submarine navigator. "Su-
perintendents are much sharper — 
they're more dedicated and better 
educated . They sure are a lot 
smarter." 

Bear's Paw CC in Naples was 
Johnson's first customer; Everglades 
GCSA, which serves the south Gulf 
Coast, was the first superintendents' 
associat ion he joined. Soon he 
picked up two more Jack Nicklaus 
courses in Palm Beach County — 
Loxahatchee and Bear Lakes — and 
it was about that time that the Palm 
Beach GCSA broke off from the South 
Florida GCSA. Johnson joined both. 

Now he also belongs to the Trea-
sure Coast, North Florida, Central 
Florida and Florida West Coast as-
sociations as well. And company pi-
lot Gene Vaadi be longs to the 
Suncoast GCSA. 

"There were only four chapters in 
the whole state when I joined Ever-
glades," he said. 

With half the state's golf courses 
and most of its builders buying at 
least some of their sand from Jahna, 
golf accounts for "about 20 percent" 
of the firm's business, Johnson says. 
The rest is used for construction. Freshly screened and washed sand is stockpiled for delivery. 



E.R. Jahna Industries was founded by Emil 
R. Jahna, Jr., in 1950. Emil, Sr., had been a sand 
miner in Lake Wales and his son wanted to 
branch out. Now the company owns five sand 
mines, two rock mines and a trucking subsid-
iary with a fleet of 60 trucks for hauling his 
product. 

Jahna has two sand mines in Clermont, one 
inPolkCityandtwomore—the famous Ortona 
mines — in LaBelle. The rock mines are in 
Crystal River and Brooksville. 

But it is Ortona sand — a world-renowned 
quartz silica sand at the south end of Florida's 
Ridge — that is the company's big draw. 

Jahna "makes" seven different kinds of sand 
at its various mines: three specifically for golf 
courses, DOT, well point, and two grades of 
dried sand for sandblasting. DOT, the 
medium-coarse sand specified by the 
Florida Department of Transportation 
for highway construction, accounts 
for about 60 percent of the company's 
production. 

The three golf course sands, some-
times called trapsand (although the 
medium grade is also popular for 
making greens mix), are all finer than 
DOT sand. Well point sand is slightly 
coarser than DOT. 

One grade of sandblasting sand is 
finer than the finest trapsand and the 
other is an interesting story. 

It's a very coarse sand; the grains 
are about 1 to 2 millimeters in diam-
eter, almost large enough to be con-
sidered very fine gravel. Florida sand 
producers never made very much of it 
because there wasn't too much demand... until 
the United States Golf Association's guidelines 
for construction of a golf green suddenly be-
came popular with Florida architects and build-
ers. 

The coarse grade of sandblasting sand is 
about the same size as the USGA's infamous 
"choker" sand, the two-inch layer it specifies 
between the topsoil and the gravel and drain-
age tiles. 

"Now we can't make enough of it," says John-
son who was not convinced the choker layer 
was really necessary until very recently." I think 
I've changed my mind on choker sand, but I 
don't think they need to hold to such strict 
specs. We sell coarse sand for septic tanks with 
some fines in it and it works great." 

USGA specs do not permit any "fines." 

Joe Johnson,right, sales rep for E.R. Jahna Industries, listens intently 
to a golf course superintendent, Rich Brogan, formerly at Polo Trace. 
Also listening are Dick Blake,second from left, former GCSAA and 
FGCSA president and Jim Lanier, general manager of the Ortona 
Mine. 

A truck is loaded 
for delivery. 

Jim Lanier, 
Ortona mines 
general 
manager, left, 
demonstrates the 
sand washer to 
Rich Brogan. 



Clermont East is 
one of five Jahna 
sand mines in 
Florida and one of 
two that can 
produce choker 
sand. 

Blake and Lanier examine some stockpiled sand. 

Conveyer can 
be rotated 
around the 
washer to 
stockpile sand 
once it has 
been screened 
and washed. 

To those who have known him for 
a long time, the Sand Man's changed 
attitude toward the choker layer 
must be put on a scale with the worst-
to-first finishes of the Minnesota 
Twins and Atlanta Braves... or a ma-

jor religious conversion—say, athe-
ism to Christianity. 

The problem with choker sand, 
according to Johnson, is that it is 
very difficult to make. Out of a ton of 
high-grade Ortona sand (choker 

sand is also made at Jahna's 
Clermont East mine), no more than 
15 percent will screen out to choker 
size. 

"It takes about 1,000 tons of 
choker sand to make 18 greens and 



Screws force the screened sand out of 
the washer and onto the conveyer. 

we've never been able to get more 
than 700 tons at anyone time," John-
son says. "Right now (late Novem-
ber) w e have 125 t o n s o n the 
ground." 

The rate at which the company 
can make choker sand is set largely 
by the rate at which it can sell the 
other grades that are left after the 
coarse stuff has been screened out. 

A rejuvenated state highway con-
struction program would do won-
ders for the availability of choker 
sand. 

Ironically, while he'd certainly like 
to sell more sand, and the more of 
the common grades he can sell, the 
more choker sand will be available, 
Johnson says one of the most com-
mon mistakes young superinten-
dents make is to put too much sand 
in their bunkers. 

"I always recommend that they 
don't put in more than 3V2 inches 
and then wait and see how much it 
settles. They can always add more, 
but it's hard to take it out.' B 

Your 
Sand Man 

Choker Sand • Greens Mix • 
Trap Sand • Bunker Sand * 
Rock • Dolomite • Hi-Cal 

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc. 
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 • (813) 676-9431 


