
Officers 
President Thomas Benefield, CGCS 

Ballen Isles CC ofJDM 
10600 Ave of PGA 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 
(407) 622-0177 

Vice President Mark Jarrell, CGCS 
Palm Beach National GC 
7500 St. Andrews Road 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
(407) 965-0046 

Secy/Treasurer Paul Crawford 
Palm Beach Country Club 
P.O. Box 997 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 
(407) 845-2395 

Past President Ray Hansen 
Del Aire CC 
4645 White Cedar Lane 
Delray Beach, FL 33445 
(407) 495-0536 

Directors 
Big Bend Buck Workman 

Valdosta CC 
(912) 241-2003 

Central Florida Joe Ondo, CGCS 
Winter Pines Golf Club 
(407)671-1651 

Everglades Buddy Carmouche, CGCS 
Hole-in-the-Wall GC 
(813)261-0598 

North Florida Brigid Braun, CGCS 
Matanzas Woods GC 
(904) 446-6332 

Palm Beach John Gallagher 
Boca Woods CC 
(407) 483-4855 

Ridge Alan Puckett 
Lake Region Y8cCC 
(813) 324-4678 

Seven Rivers Tim Sever 
Sugar Mill Woods Country Club 
(904) 382-2100 

South Florida Dale Kuehner, CGCS 
Colony West Country Club 
(305) 721-5980 

Sun Coast Talbott Denny 
El Conquistador Country Club 
(813) 775-9709 

Treasure Coast Scott Bell 
Bent Pine Golf Club 
(407) 567-9422 

West Coast Greg Plotner 
Tampa Palms G8cCC 
(813) 972-3375 

Staff 
Secretary Marie Roberts 

1760 NW Pine Lake Dr 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone: Days (407) 692-9349 

NTS 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

1992 

NEWS ROUNDUP T P C A T S A W G R A S S I S B E S T O F T H E T O U R 6 

It only took one year for the TPC at Sawgrass course to go from ragged to right as 
the top-conditioned resort course on the 1991 PGA Tour, according to a recent Golf 
Course News survey. 

PUBLIC GOLF PROMOTERS N G F H O N O R S B E S T P R O G R A M 8 

Fourteen Florida public golf courses were recognized by the National Golf Founda-
tion for excellence in promoting public golf in their communities. 

COVER STORY A B R I D G E D E D I T I O N 1 0 

Whe Eddie Snipes, CGCS, started his first golf course job, they wouldn't even let him 
drive the old pickup truck. He must have learned well. Now he's the one responsible 
for keeping Oak Bridge Golf Club in fine shape. 

SPOTLIGHT H A R V E Y P H I L L I P S K E E P S O N K E E P I N G O N 2 2 

As a golf course superintendent at the same golf club for 34 years, Harvey Phillips 
may be setting an endurance record. As a member of the FGCSA, he sets an example 
of service to his profession for all to follow. 

RESEARCH REPORT F G C S A R E S E A R C H G R E E N Y I E L D S F I R S T S T U D Y 2 4 

Monica Elliott and Marcus Prevatte present the results of the first study to be 
conducted at the Otto Schmeisser Research Green in Fort Lauderdale.. 

GREENWARD G C S A A P O S I T I O N S I T S E L F O N E N V I R O N M E N T I S S U E S 3 0 

The GCSAA has approved four position papers regarding environmental issues and 
has put down on paper "strong language" in support of applicator certification, 
endangered species, posting and notification and wetlands preservation. 

AFTERWORDS T H E F T G A I S O N T H E R I G H T T R A C K 3 6 

Mark Jarrell, CGCS, a member of the Florida Turfgrass Association Board of 
Directors as well as vice president of the FGCSA, reports on the achievements and 
goals of the FTGA. 

GREEN SIDE UP N O T H I N G B U T B L U E S K Y F O R U S A L L 3 2 

Editor Joel Jackson has a dream or three. He expresses them as new year's wishes. If 
you believe these will take place in your lifetime at the same time, Joel has green 
stamps for you, too. And by the way, who did kill Cock Robin? 
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Problem: 
No Turf on Terrace 

Clue: 
Severe Erosion 

Answer: 
Please see 
Page 6 



Cast Aluminum Ball Washer Stand.. $59.00 

2 inch Steel Pipe for Washer Stand.. $ 15.00 

BalLWasher 
Or Accessories 

Tee Towels 

Information Signs 

LESCO has a fine line of golf course accessories 
including the improved LESCO BALL WASHER. 
We're so proud of this durable, high quality ball 
washer that we'll give you a $25.00 TRADE-IN 
ALLOWANCE on any brand ball washer no 
matter what condition it's in. 

The LESCO Ball Washer has a durable 
Cycolac® body and agitator with a tight-fitting, 
high-impact top cover. It includes corrosion-
resistant tee towel clips for added convenience. 

LESCO now has a complete line of accessories 
for tee-to-green use. We have markers for tees, 
cart paths, out-of-bounds, distance and special 
events. Our new aluminum and zinc tourna-
ment quality cups are painted for long wear 
and are a perfect match for our standard and 
tapered flagpoles. 

We also have plain, numbered and custom 
flags, tee towels, rakes, ropes, stakes, the finest 
quality hardwood maple bench on the market, 
AND MUCH MORE. 

MAKE LESCO YOUR GOLF COURSE 
ACCESSORIES SOURCE . . . CHECK OUR 
CATALOG FOR THE COMPLETE LINE, 
CONTACT YOUR LESCO Golf Course 
Sales Representative, or call 800/321-5325. 
In Cleveland call, 333-9250. 

$25.00 Trade-In Allowance 
(Offer Good Through February 29, 1992) 

LESCO — Tournament Quality Golf Course Accessories 

8001321-5325 
E S T A B L I S H E D 1962 
20005 Lake Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
Fertilizers, Seed, Control 
Products, Equipment, Parts 



We Supply It, So 
You Can Work It. 

FOR PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE, 
THESE EXPERTS SERVICE YOUR AREA. 

David Miller Central Florida 
J imSar ta in West Coast 
Bob Schroeter North Florida 
David Cheesman S.E Florida 
Shawn Zakany S.E. Florida 
Jim Wells Central Florida 
Tracie Rodwell S.W. Florida 
David Barnes Central Florida 
Mike Ayer West Coast 
Marty Griffin S.E. Florida 
Mike Miles West Coast 
Mel Hallack Central Florida 

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR 
YOUR GOLF COURSE, ITS 
MAINTENANCE AND 
APPEARANCE. 
FERTILIZERS AND SOIL 
AMENDMENTS 
Lykes Agri Sales 
Ringer Turf Products 
Liquid Ag Systems Inc. 
Dakota Reed-Sedge Peat 

CHEMICALS 
Helena Chemical Co./Ag Resources 

SEED 
Pickseed West Inc./Ag Resources 

EQUIPMENT 
Club Car Carryall 
Ransomes Turf Equipment 
Daihatsu Hijet 
Florida Sprayers Inc. 
Crosley Trailers 
Easy Picker Driving Range Vehicles 
Douglas Rollers 
RedMax Reciprocators 
Rainjet Fountains 
Windfoil Sprayers 

ACCESSORIES 
Cylex Granite Signs 
Southern Screen and Embroidery Flags 
Standard Golf Co. 
Lewisline American Eagle 
Par Aide Products 
FlexStake 
Motorola Radius Radios 
DNA Sun Helmets 
Hammers Recycled Plastics 
Fox Valley Marking Paints 
Lundrain Drainage Material 
Spyker Spreaders 
Master of the Links Wood Products 
Hole-in-White (Cup Brightener) 
Clover Lapping Compound 

2582 OLD COMBEE ROAD 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33805 

1 -800-330-8874 • (813) 665-5800 • FAX 667-0888 
Golf a Ventures 

a complete line of golf course products 



We work at ground level... 
so you can 

play on top! 

The fact is, Central 

Florida Turf is working 

hard to provide you with 

superior workmanship in 

construction of new golf 

facilities, irrigation with 

all turf installations or 

renovation of existing 

golf courses... 

and all at a competitive 

price! 

Jeff Harstine 

President/Vice President 

Central Florida Turf, Inc. 
4516 East Kinsey Road 

Avon Park, FL 33825 

(813) 452-2215 • 800-422-1187 

Rodney Davis 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Dennis Crews 

Sales Manager 

Containment Basins for liquid 
fertilizer/pesticide storage. 

Statewide delivery. Order today! 
We are your direct source for tanks of all sizes, spray guns, 

nozzles, hose and more. Send today for your free products flyer! 

K l CHEMICAL 
CONTAINERS, INC. 

P.O. Box 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859 
Telephone (813) 638-2117 

Required in Dade 
and Broward Counties. 

STORAGE TANKS 
100 to 6000 gals. 

CONTAINMENT BASINS 
1000 to 2000 gals. 

An Un-Welcome Sight! 

Take Aim With Sunniland 
Molecricket Bait 

Sunniland 
Regional Managers 

Dennis Varady (407) 332-9078 
Steve Goedereis (407) 964-9478 

Wayne Carmichael (904) 272-4891 
Joe Kempeneer (813) 743-2643 

Post Office Box 1697, Sanford, Florida 32772-1697 Telephone (407) 322-2421 • 1-800-432-1130 



MESSAGE 

Put your 
money 

where your 
needs are 

Tom Benefield, CGCS 
FGCSA President 

Greetings. Here's hoping that 
you will have a more propserous 
and productive new year than the 
one just completed. They say that 
as you get older the years get 
shorter. I gotta' believe, however, 
that last year couldn't get over 
soon enough. 

What a miserable year. The ec-
onomic downturn 
that politicians 
were eager to call a 
recession is getting 
closer every day to 
a depression, 
especially if you 
are the one who 
just lost his job. 

It has had an 
impact on the 
operation of many 
clubs and 
companies in the 
golf industry with 
several of them 

having to curtail their 
involvement in the support of 
our association. This publication 
itself has gone through tough 
economic times and witnessed 
the loss of several key advertisers. 
Subsequently we have now a 
smaller version of our flagship 
publication, still full of useful 
information for the 
superintendent, but not as 
extensive. Hopefully, the 
economic cycle will soon swing 
back the other way and things 
can get back to normal. 

Things could be worse, 
however, if not for the diligent 
efforts of groups such as the 
Florida Golf Council, the FTGA 
and the FGCSA. Taxation of 
memberships, minimum 
spending and other aspects of 
normal club activities was 

successfully fended off by the 
vigilant Bobby Brantley of the 
Florida Golf Council. 

The end run by the utility 
industry through the DER to 
force golf clubs not only to take 
wastewater but to pay dearly for 
it has been slowed down by the 
work of the FGCSA. This is, 
however, an issue that won't go 
away. Pressure from the 
regulatory arena will intensify 
and much remains to be done on 
this subject. 

The FTGA has been successful 
on many fronts. One of the key 
efforts has been working with 
the Florida Golf Council in 
securing funds for a survey for a 
survey of the economic status of 
the turfgrass industry in our 
state. This survey is long overdue 
and it is through the financial 
support of the FTGA and its 
members and through twisting 
of arms in Tallahassee that we 
are able to begin this important 
study this year. 

As you can see, we in the golf 
course industry are extremely 
busy in working with the 
regulatory and political 
machinery in this state to create 
rules and implement projects we 
all can live with and benefit 
from. 

We cannot do this alone. We 
need your support. 

If you are not a member of the 
FGCSA, FTGA or Florida Golf 
Council, you should join. Even if 
you don't have the time to 
participate, your membership 
fees will work for your own 
benefit. So please do the right 
thing and give us a call and put 
your money where your needs 
are. 



Premium Quality Sod & Sprigs 

Nutrì-Turf. Inc. 
ONE OF THE ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES 

This Turfs For You! 
• Premium Grade Tifgreen (328) • Premium Grade Tifway (419) 

• Premium Grade Tifdwarf • Premium Grade Tifway II 

16163 Lem Turner Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32218-1550 

(904)764-7100 
1 -800-329-TURF (In Florida) 

We understand 
the importance of 

a good mix. 
That's why it's important that you get to know Atlantic FEC. Because 

we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically 
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry. 

Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in 
water-resistant paper or plastic bag?. Bulk material is available in 

either normal size Killebrews or "small door" (24") Killebrews 
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated 

potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting 
green blend, also available 

Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at 
18375 S.W. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you 
can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC 

turfgrass professionals. 

Atlantic FEC 
Better Mixes Since 1923. 
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GCSAA's 63rd annual 

International Golf Course 

Conference and show will 

focus on pesticide use. 8 
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billion in 1991 for 
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were honored by the 

National Golf Foundation 

for excellence in promot-

ing public golf 12 

Turf Quiz Answer 

Replacing the turf and 
soil on this slope was no 
answer to solving the 
problem. 

Severely compacted soil 
could not absorb water. 
Runoff was almost 100%. 
Aerifying the lawn five 
times sufficiently loos-
ened the soil, so that it 
reduced runoff to zero. 

Terrace was then re-
planted along with the 
lawn. Soil remained in 
place. Runoff can be an 
unseen problem on tees, 
fairways and greens. 
Check infiltration rates to 
guard against this hid-
den problem. 

ROUNDUP 

TPC at Sawgrass 
rebounds to win 
PGA Tour accolades 

Fred Klauk, TPC superintendent 

Harshly criticized a year earlier by 
pros unhappy with ragged playing con-
ditions, TPC at Sawgrass rebounded to 
win recognition as the top-conditioned 
resort course on the 1991 PGA Tour in a 
recent Golf Course News survey of tour 
players. 

A single vote was the winning margin 
for the Ponte Vedra course, site of The 
Players Championship in late March. 
Sawgrass edged out Callaway Gardens 
CC of Pine Mountain, Ga., first-year host 
of the Buick Southern Open. 

"We accomplished our goal," said Fred 
Klauk, TPC superintendent. "We were 
on a mission to prove to the players that 
their flagship club was something they 
could be proud of." 

Sawgrass was featured on the cover of 
the spring 1990 issue of The Florida Green 
cover just after the 1990 Players Champi-
onship. The course had been ravaged by 
winter storms shortly before the event 
and the story chronicled Klauk and his 
crew's efforts to bring it back in shape. 
Despite their best efforts, playing condi-
tions were less than ideal and players 
were outspoken in voicing their displea-
sure. 

Klauk gained widespread support 
from golf course superintendents around 
the country when he agreed to be inter-
viewed about course conditions during 
the nationwide telecast of the event. 

Reseeding, tree trimming and addi-
tional workers brought the course back 
into tournament shape. Greg Norman, 
one of the most vocal critics in 1990, 
called the 1991 edition of Sawgrass "per-
fect." 

"It was in perfect shape, from tees 

through fairways through greens," said 
1990 PGA Tour Player of the Year Wayne 
Levi. "The practice area was immaculate, 
the practice area tees better than many 
Tour fairways." 

"We got control of some of the vari-
ables that we didn't have before," said 
Klauk. We limited play on the course to 
six days a week, 150 rounds per day, 
closed for overseeding in October and 
closed for a week before the tournament. 
All those things contributed to the out-
come and the commissioner (PGA Tour 
Commissioner Deane Beman) is to be 
commended for getting them accom-
plished." ' ^ 

FTGA will return to 
Jacksonville for '92 
Conference & Show 

The Florida Turfgrass Association will 
return to the Prime F. Osborn Conven-
tion Center in Jacksonville for the 40th 
annual convention and trade show Sept. 
20-23. 

Last year's meeting — the first in 
Jacksonville for several years — drew 
more than 2,000 visitors, making it the 
turfgrass industry's largest convention 
in the Southeast. 



South Florida Grassing, Ine 

419 SOD • 419 SPRIGS 
TIFDWARF * 328 * HYDROMULCHING * WILDFLOWERS 

* GRASSING & MULCHING 

DIRECT FROM HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA 
Q n i i t h r»f Qt i i a r t 

Phone: (407) 746-7816 • (407) 546-4191 • Fax (407) 546-3482 

The Original 
Clear Liquid Fertilizer Company 

For Your Turf Featuring... 
• Flow-sensitive Injection Systems • New "Micro Green" micro nutrient 

Field Service, and Custom Blend • Enviro-Safe Containment Systems 

A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964 

Total Concept Service... Delivery, product line 

Programs (state approved) 

Pompano 
1-800-432-2249 Call Today! 
305-971-0022 

Ft. Myers 

813-332-5565 



GCSAA's 6 3 r d 
w i l l host 1 6 , 0 0 0 
in New Orleans 

A discussion on pesticide use on the 
golf course may prove to be the focal 
point of the GCSAA's 63rd International 
Golf Course Conference and Show in 
New Orleans Feb. 10-17. 

The discussion will highlight the En-
vironmental General Session scheduled 
Feb. 14, midway through the eight-day 
conference expected to attract a record 
crowd of more than 16,000 from as many 
as 50 countries. 

Other highlights will include a key-
note speech by NFL Hall of Famer Terry 
Bradshaw, a three-day trade show featur-
ing nearly 600 different exhibitors, and a 
gala concluding banquet featuring pre-
sentation of the GCSAA's Old Tom 
Morris Award to golfer Tom Watson 
followed by entertainment by singer 
Kenny Rogers. 

The first four days of the convention 
(Feb. 10-13) are filled with more than 60 
seminars, workshops and other educa-
tional sessions. 

Six concurrent educational sessions 
are scheduled for the morning of Feb. 14, 
three of them concluding with the Envi-
ronmental General Session beginning at 
9:40. 

Golf courses spent 
$3.4 billion in '91 
for maintenance 

Golf courses in the United States spent 
an estimated $3.4 billion on golf course 
maintenance in 1991, according to a re-
cent study released by the Center for Golf 
Course Management, a research subsid-
iary of the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America. 

The study looked at total annual main-
tenance expenditures, including labor but 
excluding capital expenses, at 1,164 golf 
courses. The number of courses involved 
in the study represents about 9 percent of 
the 12,846 golf courses reported in the 
1991 edition of the National Golf 
Foundation's Golf Facilities in the United 
States report. 

"This information is exceptionally im-
portant," said GCSAA President Stephen 
G. Cadenelli, CGCS, explaining that leg-
islators and regulators seriously consider 
such data when dealing with laws affect-
ing any industry. 

Based on the survey, the projected 
annual total maintenance expenditure 
estimates incurred by each facility classi-
fication group: Nine holes, $471 million; 
18 holes, $2.4 billion; 27 holes, $251 mil-
lion; 36 holes, $207 million; and 45 or 
more holes, $72 million. The estimated 
expenditures total more than $3.4 bil-
lion. 

The CGCM will offer a variety of mar-
keting research services and publications 
at the 63rd International Golf Course 
Conference and Show Feb. 10-17 in New 
Orleans. 

All of CGCM's 1990 and 1991 mar-
keting research reports will be available 
for purchase during the show. ^ 

USGA Green Section 
offers turfgrass 
advisory service to 
public golf courses 

More than 50 public golf courses 
around the country already have taken 
advantage of the USGA Green Section's 
offer to provide a full-day turf advisory 
service visit by an expert agronomist at 
the half-day price of $700. 

"It actually costs the USGA $ 1,500 per 
visit to provide this service," said 
Raymond Anderson, chairman of the 
USGA Green Section Committee. "We 
hope that by providing our expert agro-
nomic advice to public courses at a re-
duced price, we can help to improve the 
quality of playing conditions for many of 
the nation's public golfers." 

The offer is available only to public 
golf courses, defined as courses that ac-
cept green fees from the general public 
and do not have a membership that owns 
the course. Only public courses that have 
not used the TAS during 1989, 1990 or 
1991 are eligible. For more information, 
please phone the USGA Green Section at 
407-546-2620or write to 8908 S.E. Colonv 
St., Hobe Sound, FL 33455. * 

14 Florida golf 
courses honored 
for promoting 
public golf 

Fourteen golf courses in Florida have 
been recognized by the National Golf 
Foundation for excellence in promoting 
public golf in their communities. 

They are among 80 facilties around 
the country to receive the NGF's Public 
Golf Achievement Award for 1991. Cre-
ated last year, the award program is part 
of an effort by the Foundation to under-
score the importance of public golf. 

In June, the NGF invited its members 
facilities to share their best educational 
and promotional programs in such areas 
as etiquette, speed of play and instruc-
tion. 

Efforts to upgrade the quality of the 
courses themselves were recognized as 
well. 

The recognized Florida courses : 
Clearwater - Airco GC; Cocoa Beach -
City of Cocoa Beach GC; DeBary - DeBary 
Plantation GC; Delray Beach - Delray 
Beach GC; Jacksonville - Windsor Parke 
GC; Jupiter - Jupiter Dunes GC; 
Melbourne Beach - Spessard Holland GC; 
New Smyrna Beach - New Smyrna Beach 
GC; Orlando - Marriott's Orlando World 
Center; Orlando - Metro West CC; St. 
Petersburg - Mangrove Bay GC; St. Pe-
tersburg - Twin Brooks GC; West Palm 
Beach - Emerald Dunes GC and West 
Palm Beach - West Palm Beach CC. 

Crossing the Bar 
Col. Harry C. Eckhoff, who helped 

foster the development of more than 
5,000 golf courses in a 31-year career 
with the National Golf Foundation, died 
at his home in Lake Park, Christmas Day. 
He was 88. 

Gerald L. "Jerry" Zachariah, vice 
president for agriculture and natural re-
sources at the University of Florida, died 
Dec. 20 at Shands Hospital in Gainesville 
after suffering a heart attack late that 
same Friday afternoon. Zachariah, 58, 
was responsible for the 22 research and 
education centers under the Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences — better 
known as IFAS. 



AmerAàuatic 
TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY 

algae and aquatic weed control 
fountains, installation & service 

lake & littoral zone design 
fish stocking & breeding 
wetlands establishment 
floating weed barriers 
water quality testing 
silt/turbidity control 

lakescaping™ 
free surveys 

Serving golf courses and green spaces 
from Florida to the Carolinas 

Your lake's best friend. SM 
Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349 

CLASSIC GREENS, INC 
Golf Course Grassing 
Golf Course Renovations 
Athletic Fields 

Specializing in genetically 
pure bermudagrasses 

Classic D w a r f 
T i f w a y (T-419) 

(904) 3 3 2 - 6 3 1 8 (O) Phil Horn 
Route 2, Box 412-X 

(904) 5 3 8 - 0 6 3 1 (M) Newberry, FL 32669 

Custom Concrete 
Borders 

B o r d e r C a r t P a t h s 

P u t t i n g G r e e n s • F l o w e r B e d s 

C a r t P a t h C o n s t r u c t i o n & P a v i n g 

Contact Dell Haverland 
H a v e r l a n d B l a c k r o c k C o r p . 

Boynton Beach, Fla. 
Office: 4 0 7 - 3 6 9 - 7 9 9 4 F a x : 4 0 7 - 2 7 4 - 2 2 8 1 

Tees • Greens 
Bunkers • Excavating 

Drainage 
Consulting services for 
golf course renovation 

HAVERLAND 
BLACKROCK 

CORPORATION 



COVER STORY Oak Bridge 

If you can 
score on this 
coursey you 
can play the 
game of golf. 

— Eddie Snipes, CGCS 

Superb design in water and sand 
W , 

BY LARRY KIEFFER 

hen Eddie Snipes landed a $2.50-an-hour job as a laborer with the city of Jacksonville Beach in June 1974, he just 
wanted to support himself while completing a degree in psychology at the University of North Florida. 

T i l never forget my first day," he says. "I was standing there and this guy drove up in a pickup truck and asked me if I knew 
what a tee was. I said I wasn't sure. Then he asked me if I knew what a green was and I said I thought so. 

"Then why do you want to want to work on a golf course?' he asked. T didn't know that's where the job was when I applied 
for it,' I replied." 

That was Snipes's introduction to golf and John Hayden, a winner of the 1991 President's Award for lifetime achievement 


