Number two, as seen from a bridge.

erty management only understands one
thing: green. There is a lot of pressure put
on golf course superintendents to have a
course that is green and lush and playable.

“But you can have a course that is less
than lush and green and still have one that
plays well. It’s important that this informa-
tion, this education, start at the manage-
ment level and go up through the ranks.
Golf course superintendents have to start
convincing people that you don’t have to
put a lot of things on the course to make
sure it is playable.”

Portz realizes that Hammock Dunes is a
marketable development, one that not only
has a golf course and clubhouse, but one
that has homesites as well. The golf course
is part of the lifestyle at the Hammock
Dunes community.

“I think the challenge here is to reduce
pesticides and continuously monitor what
you are doing with the course,” Portz says.
“It’sa great opportunity to work and prove
you can create good course conditions

MARCH /APRIL 1991

Control boxes
for turf

irrigation
systems

Plymouth irrigation boxes are made of a strong, tough
thermoplastic material especially suitable for underground
use. They're lighter in weight, easier to handle and less
brittle than cast iron or concrete boxes. And, the covers
feature molded-in green color to blend-in-with rather
than stick-out-of your turf. Rectangular boxes have snap
locking covers; 10" round boxes have twist lock covers;
and 6" round boxes have snap fitting covers. All boxes
nest for simplified storage. AMETEK, ,,
Plymouth Products Division, 502 Indiana t«f SO g
Avenue, Sheboygan, WI 53081,

Phone: 414-457-9435, FAX: 414-457-6652.

AMETEK

PLYMOUTH PRODUCTS DIVISION

REPRESENTED IN FLORIDA BY:
RICHARD DUNN

R&D ASSOCIATES

502 N.W. 7th Street

Delray Beach, FL 33444

(305) 278-5271

6" round box

rectangular
box

Boxes stocked in Tampa
for immediate delivery
throughout Florida.

10" round box
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without all the extras. There is a balance
between green and lush and playability.
And my primary objective as a superinten-
dent is to create a course that is green and
marketable and playable and still do this
within our financial restrictions.”

Hammock Dunes Links Course has three
major areas of environmentally sensitive
terrain. Ocean and dune areas are espe-
cially visible from the sixth and eighteenth
greens and from the seventh tee, all of
which are elevated along the ocean.

Entrance to maintenance complex
could pass for a residential area.

COVER STORY

Annuals and tree frame
number one.

In creating the course, Fazio extended
the dune line through the course to create
dramatic ocean views and play. Portz says
that the dune areas are left as natural as
possible.

“If we have erosion, we come back in and
plant and take care of weeds, but generally
we leave the dune areas alone.”

There are also hammocks which line the
fairways and create a backdrop on the
course. And there are the lowlands, lakes
and marshes which provide habitat for
much of the wildlife at the course.

Portz says he is using effluent for irriga-
tion and therefore, his course doesn’t fall
under any drought restrictions.

“Effluenthas tobe returned to the aquifer
in some way, shape or form,” Portz says,
“and using it to irrigate turf is one of the
best ways to filter effluent into the aquifer.”

Portz has a 22-man crew to help main-
tain the Links Course and the 10 to 15 acres
of clubhouse grounds that contain formal
gardens.

“I have an assistant, an irrigation techni-
cian, a spray technician and two mechan-
ics, plus 16 other people who help us manage
the course within our daily routines.”

Portz says that Admiral Corp., a subsid-
iary of ITT Community Development
Corp., is creating a residential community
with “a great deal of environmental con-
cern,” much in the same way that the Links
Course was created.

According to the developer’s 20-year
program, estate homes, villas and condo-
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We Supply It, So

You Gan Work it...

t

I 3
ALL. 1

WL
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FOR PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE,
THESE EXPERTS SERVICE YOUR AREA.

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR
YOUR GOLF COURSE, ITS
MAINTENANCE AND
APPEARANCE.

FERTILIZERS AND SOIL
AMENDMENTS

Lykes Agri Sales

Ringer Turf Products
Liquid Ag Systems Inc.
Dakota Reed-Sedge Peat

CHEMICALS

Helena Chemical Co./Ag Resources

SEED

Pickseed West Inc./Ag Resources

EQUIPMENT

Club Car Carryall

Daihatsu Hijet

Florida Sprayers Inc.

Crosley Trailers

Easy Picker Driving Range Vehicles
Douglas Rollers

RedMax Reciprocators

Rainjet Fountains

ACCESSORIES

Cylex Granite Signs

Southern Screen and Embroidery Flags
Standard Golf Co.

Lewisline American Eagle

1-800-330-8874 e (813) 665-5800 e FAX 667-0888

DV MIE ... e e Central Florida Eﬁafxéitgi g"’dums

JITRSEIABEY 10 i oo il West Cogst Motorola Radius Radios

BODBETROCIOr .. ol e e North Florida DNA Sun Helmets

David Cheesman...................... SE F/Ofl:da Hammers Recycled Plastics

Shawn Zakany........................ S.W. Florida Fox Valley Marking Paints

S e P A L Central Florida Lundrain Drainage Material

DavidBames . ..., Central Florida Spyker Spreaders

Mike Ayer _ West Coast Master of the Links Wood Products
N . Hole-In-White (Cup Brightener)

Marty Griffin S.E. Florida

MlkeyMlleS .......................... West Ko Clover Lapping Compound

2582 OLD COMBEE ROAD

LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33805

Golf l Ventures

a complete line of golf course products




miniums are planned for the community.
However, conservation of the wetlands,
creation of lakes and marshes, protection
and restoration of the dunes and preserva-
tion of the 250-acre oak hammock and an
Indian mound archeological site are also
part of the overall plan. Information from
the developer says that more than 50 per-
cent of the 2,250-acre property will remain
open as recreation, conservation, service
and preservation areas.

Portz’s main concern, however, remains

the Links Course. It has taken up so much
of his time since his arrival that he hasn’t
had the opportunity to become active in
professional organizations.

He is a member of the North Florida
GCSA, the FTGA, the GCSAA and still
maintains a membership in the Central
Pennsylvania GCSA and Pennsylvania
Turfgrass Council.

“When I was in Pennsylvania, I was
president of the Central Pennsylvania or-
ganization and served as director for six

COVER STORY

/14VHYIA

dVIOOLOH4.

Stiff breeze over the
dunes holds up the flag
against a gray sky,
lending the feeling of a
true linksland course.

years,” he says. “At this point, I'm still
learning about the profession in Florida,
and I haven’t had time to become as active
as I was up north. But I know that eventu-
ally, as time permits, I'll become active here
as well.

“Right now, this relocation has been an
enlighteningand very enjoyable experience.
Hammock Dunes Links Course has a lot of
advantages for a golf course superinten-
dent. It has great design, a good foundation
and it was built well.” e
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No other pump station on the market
has a brain like ours. Designed by
Flowtronex electrical engineers with

input from dozens of golf course superin-
tendents, Smoothflow™ is the only
computer control software that makes

™

full use of variable speed technology.

WOK 6 ms This powerful new technology actually
makes your life easier and your
employees more productive by providing
unmatched control flexibility and
’ energy savings.

Sure, some companies

have slapped vari-
able frequency
drives and a few

basic controls on

their pump stations and called them
“variable speed systems”. But in truth,

u u : l “‘ I sophisticated technology of our

they don't even come close to the

pumping stations.

For example, our automatic diagnostic
utility (ADU) constantly monitors and
records pump station performance for

easy review. If an alarm condition

occurs, ADU lets you pinpoint the exact
cause. And our automatic ramp up

' (ARU) eliminates water hammer by let-
ting you select the exact time in pounds

per second for your pump station to
gradually ramp up to irrigation pressure.
Smoothflow also can incorporate our
Stress Reliever which lets you maintain

reduced pressure (typically 60 to 80 psi)
on your piping system during non-
irrigation times. Plus you can count on
our automatic power saver (APS) for
substantial savings on your power bill.
\\“mwu;,,, P So if you're looking for a new pump
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station, think of us. Once you examine
all the advantages of Flowtronex Inter-
national, you'll agree buying our pump
station is a very smart decision.
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In a water war, golf
will come in second

The FGCSA’s 1990 Distinguished Service Award winner
believes water will determine which golf courses survive

f

Distinguished
Service Award

Every year, the FGCSA shall
recognize a deserving FGCSA
Superintendent who has
performed outstanding
achievements as a golf course
superintendent and who has
given his time unselfishly in
promoting golf course
management and unification

of the Florida Golf Course

Superintendent.

1985 ... William Wagner
19867, 20t Tim Hiers
VOBF o Dan Jones
[l e Mark Jarrell
1989 ........ Tom Burrows

..... Kevin Downing

A\

BY KIT BRADSHAW

he future of Florida’s golf courses may lie no

further than your kitchen faucet. The avail-
ability of water will determine who builds courses and which estab-
lished courses will survive.

This is the assessment of Kevin Downing, the FGCSA’s Distin-
guished Service Award winner for 1990 and the property and land-
scape manager at Willoughby Golf Club in Stuart.

“For years, we’ve been at seminars where they’ve told us to reuse
this and recycle that, and now it’s come to pass,” says Downing. “The
water management districts, the cities and towns are going to reduce
the amount of water that you can use on a course. If communities
such as Jupiter and Tequesta, which are in a critical water situation,
are looking at permits for drilling wells, they will use those wells for
their own public drinking water, not for golf courses.

“There’s a golf course just down the street from us that is in the

permitting process right now. If they don’t get
effluent water, that party doesn’t fly,”

Downing says. “There’s another course
which was allowed to put in two

wells on the site. But when the
new water treatment plant is



UARANTEED PERFORMANCE !

Now. . .

There’'s an AquaGro® Formulation
That Fits Your Needs
...and Budget.

Four Flexible
Formulations

e’'ve added convenience, eco-
Wnomy, our money-back perfor-
mance guarantee* and flexibility to
the list of AquaGro® features. The
world’'s most popular soil wetting
agent is now injectable, syringeable,
sprayable and spreadable.
Whether it’s too wet, or too dry, put
AquaGro to work for you.

Aquatrols Has A
Solid Advantage

dvantage is AquaGro molded into
Aa solid pellet. Instead of syring-
ing with plain water pop in an Advan-
tage Pellet and apply a supplemental
shot of AquaGro.

AquaGro Advantage pellets are eco-
nomical . . . each pellet treats up to an
acre and costs about $7.00. And
Advantage offers more than twice the
active ingredient of other wetting
agent pellets. You can't beat the
AquaGro Advantage System for ease-
of-use and turf safety in any weather.
*Aquatrels guarantees you will be satisfied
with the performance of any AquaGro formu-
lation, when used as directed, or your money

back. Simply send proof of purchase and a
brief reason for dissatisfaction to Aquatrols.
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1432 Union Avenue, Pennsauken, NJ 08110

AquaGro Injectable
The Future Is Now
here’s a growing trend . . . super-
intendents are injecting soil wet-
ting agents into their irrigation systems
to improve irrigation efficiency, turf
uniformity and to save labor.
AquaGro Injectable combines Aqua-
Gro’s proven performance with eco-
nomical and flexible application rates.
Now you can get AquaGro benefits
everywhere you irrigate. Injectable —
a 33 percent active ingredient formu-
lation—pumps easily through all
available injection systems.
Install an Aquatrols Little Squirt
flow regulated injection system, or the
P.P.M. fixed pulse injec-
tion pump, and put
AquaGro Injectable
on tap at the
touch of a
. SWitch.

For more information aboul the
AquaGro formulation that fits your
needs. . . and budget, call
1-800-257-7797

"JAQUATROLS

The Water Management People

Fax: 609-665-0875
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AquaGro e L
For Max Performance
veryone is talking about saving
Ewater. .. AquaGroe L. (Liquid)
has been helping superintendents do
just that, and much more, for over
35 years.

AquaGro ¢ L,—the standard by which
other wetting agents are judged—
gives you the power of its 100 percent
active blend of wetting agents.

AquaGro e L gels to the root of your
water related problems.

AquaGroeS
Beats The Heat

Regardless of the weather you can
apply AquaGro * S (Spreadable)
with safety and confidence. The perfect
complement to any AquaGro formula-
tion, AquaGro ¢ S offers the same high
level of performance as AquaGro » L.

When the heat is on AquaGro S helps
you make the most of available water.
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completed, the water from the wells gets
transferred to the plant and the golf course
gets back the effluent. If they couldn’t make
that swap, I don’t think the project would
have been built. Today, water is the num-
ber-one criterion for golf courses.”

At Willoughby, Downing is aware that
there will be no more well drilling to supply
water to the course. He is already taking the
necessary steps to use effluenton the course.

“When our project was permitted, we
were approved for effluent but it wasn’t
available. Recently, I met with the City of
Stuart on its effluent water situation, and
we’ll be signing a letter of intent shortly. In
our situation, we’ll pay for a prorated per-
centage of the cost of the plant improve-
ment and for a percentage of the pipe to get
it to the course. This will be built into the
cost of the water. It will be expensive —
about 40 cents a gallon — which will add
$35,000 to our budget.

Water, says Downing, is only one issue.
One of the key problems for golf course
superintendents is to get out the word on
the positive aspects of golf courses.

“Effluent usage is only one way we help
the environment. The GCSAA has a list of
other things a golf course does to put oxy-
gen back into the atmosphere, to percolate
water, to provide natural habitats for wildlife
— a whole list of things. Right here at
Willoughby, we saved 40 acres for two
families of scrub jays. There were sandhill
cranes that stayed in one of the protected
wetlandsall during the course construction.
Now the Canadian geese are here and they
are nesting.

“People think that because we work with
chemicals that weare harming the environ-
ment. We need to spread the word about
the good we do. Afterall, we are right in the
middle of the environmental crunch.”

Downing’s involvement with issues af-
fecting golf courses and the environment
go back to the early 1970s, shortly after his
graduation from Lake City Community
College. After working for a brief time at
Doral Country Club, hewentto Port LaBelle
as the golf and property manager.

“I first became involved with the FGCSA
when I was at Port LaBelle,” Downing says.
“It was so remote from the rest of the state
that it was good to be able to meet with

other people in the profession and to keep
in touch with what was going on.”

He continued his involvement when he
became superintendent at Atlantis Golf
Club in Lake Worth, and during that time,
he served as secretary-treasurer and vice
president of the FGCSA.

In 1982, Downing moved to Mariner
Sands in Stuart and that same year he was
president of the FGCSA.

“Erling Speer was my boss at Mariner
Sands — he’s also one of the partners at
Willoughby — and he encouraged me to

stay active in the superintendents associa-
tion.”

For three years, Downing has been in-
volved with the creation of the research
green at Fort Lauderdale. He sees it as a
perfect locale to test various products.

“At the GCSAA show, there must have
been 15 companies that had organic fertil-
izers, biostimulants and so on and nobody
I know of has tested this stuff. I think we
should get involved. It doesn’t have to be a
seven-year research project; let’s just see if
this stuff works.”

During the same time Downing was
working to help establish the research green,
he also became involved in the initial plan-
ning of Willoughby.

“The collaboration with course designer

Art Hills from the beginning of the project
had a tremendous impact on the eventual
playablility of the course. I wish that every
golf course superintendent would have the
same chance,” Downing says.

Because of this collaboration, Downing
was able to do several things:

He knew Willoughby’s dues structure
and eventual maintenance costs and was
able to keep these costs in mind during the
developmental stage of this project.

He was able to bring golf course super-
intendent Roy McDonald into the project
early in the developmental stage.

Downing, Hillsand McDonald were able
to work actively to implement new policies
required to preserve wetlands and drought
prairiesand to integrate these areas into the
total look of the golf course.

He was able to work with the water man-
agement representatives to create a band of
littoral zones near the golf course where the
zones could be maintained, rather than
near the homesites where the residents could
damage them. As a result of this coopera-
tion, the site plan was redrawn to satisfy
both the water management representa-
tives and the developer.

Downing and McDonald used xeriscape
throughout Willoughby, with the goal of
preserving water and using the right plants
in the right location.

Finally, Downing says, his ability to in-
teract with Hills during the planning pro-
cess meant that the needs of his clients were
considered in the development of the
course.

“This is a residential, member commu-
nity,” Downing said. “We worked with Art
Hills to make sure the homesites were lo-
cated to captureaview of the course without
interfering with the course design, and that
the course iteself was interesting and play-
able for our homeowners, who golf more
than four times a week. As a result, we
ended up with an enjoyable, playable
course.”

Downing estimates he spends half his
time in property managementand the other
half overseeing the golf course.

“Having Roy McDonald here is a tre-
mendous asset,” Downing says. “I have a
lotof confidence in his ability to take care of
the golf course when I’'m involved in other
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WANTED

Dick Campbell Russ Mitchell Tom Gaines Bill Lund Steve de Mello

OUT OF COMPETITIONS HAIR!

These professionals are guilty of:

B Great Service B Expert Knowledge

M Best Pricing M 25 Plus Years

B Maintaining 4 Service Locations of Florida Turf Tradition
B Top Products B Industry Support

BUT YOU CAN FIND THEM AT:

Dick Campbell, North and Central Florida — (407) 422-2337 Ext. 862 Pager, (407) 247-1727 Mobile
Russ Mitchell, Southeast Florida — (407) 835-5283 Pager, (407) 346-7078 Mobile

Tom Gaines, Dade and Broward Counties — (305) 397-4372 Pager, (800) 432-3411

Bill Lund, Southwest Florida — (813) 883-1724 Pager, (800) 282-2719

Steve de Mello, Tampa Area North — (813) 883-1684 Pager, (800) 282-2719

A TURF TRADITION
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parts of my job.”

Not only does Downing depend upon
McDonald, but he has a small army of
retirees who are the mainstay of his staff.

“I've always had the philosophy that it
would be valuable to hire retired and semi-
retired people. This is especially true on the
east coast of Florida, where there’s more
available personnel. I have about 10 people
working here who are 55-plus. They are
dependable, they do great things here. There
is one man who worked with us at Mariner
Sands. He puts up the mailboxes, changes
the cups on the greens, does the barbeque
for the crew when we have crewlunches. He
even fixed Christmas dinner for us. You
can’t beat that!

Downing says most of his members are
between 55and 65 themselves, which makes
it more difficult to please everyone and
having the older staff people has helped as
well.

“We have a good rapport between the
staff and the residents. I think part of it is
that the residents like seeing some faces
they can relate to rather than just always
seeing younger staff members.” Y

Poa Annvua Classic features
two different courses

Buddy Carmouche, CGCS, president of
the Everglades GCSA, reports that May 18-
20 are the dates for the 1991 Poa Annua
Classic weekend.

The Naples Beach Club once again will
serve as headquarters for the majority of
the weekend's activities, but this year the
17th annual Poa Annua Classic Golf
Championship on Monday will be held at
the Flamingo Island Club.

Golfing tradition will be observed at the
Naples Beach Club GC when participants
tee it up for the G.C. Horn Memorial Golf
Tournament on Saturday afternoon.

Proceeds from this tournament are
placed in the G.C. Horn Endowment Fund
with the Florida Turfgrass Research
Foundation.

Funds raised by the other functions held
over the weekend also are dedicated to
educating superintendents and funding
scholarships and research in the golf in-
dustry.

POA ANNUA SCHEDULE

Saturday, May 18
8:00 AM FGCSA Board of Directors
meeting
12:30 PM G.C. Horn Memorial Golf
Tournament, Naples Beach
Hotel Golf Course

Sunday, May 19
7:30 AM FGCSA Seminar “The
Thinking Superintendent,” a
panel discussion on some of
the best turf tips from around
the state.

Monday, May 20
8:30 AM 17th Annual Poa Annua
Golf Tournament at the
Flamingo Island Club.

Registration materials were mailed out
to the various chapters in March.

New Seven Rivers Chapter
to serve northwest-central
The Seven Rivers Chapterisbeing formed
to serve the area north of the West Coast
Chapter and south of the Big Bend Chap-
ter. It will draw members principally from
Alachua, Citrus, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hernando,
Lake, Levy, Marion, Pasco and Sumpter

counties.

While the new chapter will take some
current members from the North Florida,
Central Florida and West Coast chapters, it
will bring new members into the partici-
pation process and reduce travel time for
some members who were having to drive
great distances to attend meetings.

With the growth of some of the chapters,
it will probably help in finding meeting
sites by spreading out a little.

Al Ellis, superintendent of the Seven
Rivers CC, is the membership chairman of
the new chapter. Superintendents in the
area can contact him at (904) 795-6665 or
P.O. Box 1146, Crystal River, FL 32629.

South Fla. Expo April 17
features Dr. Houston Couch

The Fourth Annual South Florida
Turfgrass Workshop and Exposition is
scheduled for April 17 at the Rolling Hills
Resort in Fort Lauderdale from 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Featured speaker is Dr. Houston Couch
of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and a
veteran GCSAA seminar instructor with a
wealth of knowledge to share about fungi-
cide tank mixesand application techniques.

Product displays and equipment dem-
onstrations under working conditions will

follow the workshop.

Seven Rivers
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