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A l i t 
dam Yurigan has been 

• teaching all of his life. 
Through personal example and through years of 
helping young trainees through the ranks, the 
winner of the FGCSA's President's Award for 
Lifetime Service has taught golf course superin-
tendents the value of honesty, hard work and 
professionalism. 

A former caddie who turned professional as a 
young man and garnered several open champi-
onships, Yurigan has been both a golf profes-
sional and a golf course superintendent during 
his career. 

"When I got out of the Army in 1945, my wife 
and I moved from Pennsylvania to Iowa, where I 
helped to renovate golf courses that had deterio-
rated during the war years," Yurigan says. "After 
working with my father-in-law in the auto busi-
ness for a short time, I decided to return to golf 
and went to work at the Geneva CC as a pro/ 
superintendent. In those days, if you made $ 1,000 
a month, it was great pay. The golf courses couldn't 
afford to have both a golf professional and a 
superintendent, so I did both jobs. It's a different 
era now," he says. 

It was at Geneva, then later at the All-Vet 

Center, Mason City CC and finally at Echo Valley 
in Des Moines that Yurigan established a program 
for young superin-
tendent-trainees. 

"I had at least 
three key people on 
the crew, and I 
supplemented the 
crew with high 
school kids that 
wanted to get into 
the business," 
Yurigan says. "They 
were able to make 
money for the sum-
mer and they got 
experience. If they 
worked hard, they 
always had a job ev-
ery summer, as long 
as they wanted it." 

Yurigan stayed at Mason City CC for several 
years, upgrading the course by installing the first 
water system in the state and by working to estab-
lish the course's reputation. He later went to Echo 
Valley CC in Des Moines. 

Through a friend, Yurigan was hired as the golf 
course superintendent at Rio Pinar in Orlando, at 
that time the site of the PGA Tour's Citrus Open. 

You'd feel 
fortunate to 
cross paths 
with Adam 
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"I had a good resume and had a lot of 
good recommendations — something I 
think every golf course superintendent 
should have," Yurigan says. 

"One of the things I brought to Rio Pinar 
was my expertise in bentgrass. In the North, 
we had bentgrass greens and bluegrass fair-
ways. I was the first person, to my know-
ledge, to plant bentgrass on Florida greens. 
Now all the high-
class courses in 
Florida have bent-
grass overseeding in 
the winter," he says. 

It was during this 
time that Yurigan 
helped found the 
Central Florida 
chapter of the 
FGCSA and served as 
its first president. "At 
that time," he says, 
"Central Florida was 
a one-horse area. 
Look at it now!" 

Yurigan stayed at 
Rio Pinar, despite 
some difficult times 
with budget and 
equipment, but in 
the early 1970s, he 
heard there might be 
an opening at John's 
Island. 

"I called Mr. 
(Lwydd) Ecclestone 
and asked him about 
the possibility of 
working at John's Is-
land, and he hired 
me shortly after in-
terviewing me. I 
don't think people 
really knew Mr. Ecclestone. He was one of 
the finest men I've ever worked with. His 
door was open to me to discuss the course, 
and he understood that it was important 
that the golf course superintendent have 
control of what goes on at that course," 
Yurigan says. 

With Ecclestone's encouragement, 
Yurigan started the Treasure Coast chapter 
of the FGCSA and served as that chapter's 
first president. 

Lee Van Valkenburg, now superinten-

dent at Card Sound GC on Key Largo, 
remembers his days as Yurigan's assistant 
at John's Island. 

"When Adam took over, it was raw," he 
recalls. "They were using effluent on the 
courses and, as a result, the ponds were so 
clogged the birds could walk on them. But 
the time we left, you couldn't tell the ponds 
that held the effluent from the other ponds 

Adam Yurigan 
Age: 74 
Education: 
Studied two years at the University of Pittsburgh; additional 
studies in turfgrass management at Purdue University. 
Current Position: 
Retired; does some consulting work in turf management and 
golf course management. 
Previous Employment: 
Former golf course superintendent at Vero Beach CC, Hawk's 
Nest, John's Island, Rio Pinar; all in Florida and Mason City 
and Echo Valley, in Iowa. 
Other Employment: 
U.S. Army, golf professional. 
Professional: 
Started both the Central and Treasure Coast chapters of the 
FGCSA, and served as the first president of each. 
Personal: 
Married to Elizabeth since 1943. Children: Nancy owns car 
dealership with her husband in Mason City, Iowa; Pat, of 
Orlando, is a registered nurse working with lawyers on 
malpractice investigations; Lori, manager of special marketing 
at Disney World in Orlando; Mike, assistant golf professional at 
Isleworth CC in Orlando. 

on the property. 
"When Hurricane David came through, 

it took us three days just to clear things up 
to get around and see the damage — 100-
year-old oak trees were uprooted all over 
the course. It took us 10 days to clear the 
course so it could be put back after the 
hurricane hit. 

"I can remember one month we had 20 
inches of rain and we were trying to get the 
course ready for the Ladies Western Open. 

They had cut our staff, and I was out there, 
dragging pumps around the course, work-
ing until six or seven at night. And there was 
Adam, manning machinery, right with us, 
trying to help get the course ready," Van 
Valkenburg says. 

"I feel fortunate to have crossed paths 
with Adam in my career," he says. "I would 
not be where I am today if I hadn't worked 

for him. He is a real 
teacher. He makes 
the assistant super-
intendents learn ev-
erything they can 
about the course. 
There isn't a job we 
didn't learn. He let 
us feel the pressure 
of the job, he made 
us lead our crew and 
coordinate the work 
and made us tie these 
jobs together so that 
there was a workable 
plan in maintaining 
that golf course. We 
knew he was ulti-
mately responsible 
for the course, but he 
guided us, and made 
us think, and learn 
and understand ev-
erything that was 
necessary to main-
tain a golf course. I 
think sometimes su-
perintendents keep 
their assistants in the 
dark. Adam didn't. 
And because of this, 
all of us were confi-
dent that we knew 
how to run a course. 

"I have never met 
a man who was more honest and profes-
sional and more ethical than Adam 
Yurigan," Van Valkenburg says. "Even 
though he might rub people the wrong way 
sometimes, he still maintained his integ-
rity. I miss working with him." 

Yurigan brought the expertise gained at 
John's Island to the new course at Hawk's 
Nest in Vero Beach, serving as an interim 
superintendent while the course was being 
constructed. By this time he was in his 
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Scott's ProTurf Lebanon Country Club Par Ex 

Down in the analysis area on every fertilizer 
bag, you'll find the "fine print" that tells you 
what the big print doesn't. Read all of it. 
Carefully. But most importantly, look at the 
percentage of Water Insoluble Nitrogen. 

Water Insoluble Nitrogen (WIN)... 
the key to superior turf. 

The higher the WIN percentage, the longer 
your turf will remain green. And the less often 
you will have to fertilize. That's because WIN is 
the percentage of total Nitrogen 
that is truly siow release. Freeing 
small amounts of Nitrogen each 
time it's touched by water (Par Ex® 
with IBDU®) or activated by tempera-
ture or bacterial action (competi-
tive products). 

No competitor can 
deliver as much usable 
WIN as Par Ex. 

Only Par Ex contains IBDU—a 
unique Water Insoluble Nitrogen 
source that is 100% available to 
your turf in a single growing season. 
Consider that urea formaldehyde 
products (bacteria and temperature 
released) contain about one third of 
their WIN in the form of plastic 
polymers. Its long-term Nitrogen 

release is so slow, it's almost useless, and will 
most likely occur during the hottest periods, 
just when you don't want it. 

For Sulfur Coated Urea (SCU), research has 
shown that by the time it is spread, about 50% 
is immediately soluble, effectively doubling 
your cost of controlled-release Nitrogen and 
cutting the benefit in half! 

Be sure to read your bag. 
If the percentage of Water 

n Insoluble Nitrogen isn't listed, there 
— t j ¡ s n ' t a n y slow-release Nitrogen. If it 

is listed, chances are it won t be as 
high as the WIN percentage in Par 
Ex. Even if it is, we guarantee you 
that 100% of what we list as WIN is 
available to your turf every growing 
season. That means for every six 
months of growing, you'll receive an 
additional 46-53% more usable WIN 
than our competitors can deliver. 

So start building your WIN per-
centage today. Talk to your local 
Par Ex Representative or call 
813/294-2567. And get all the WIN 
you've been reading about. 

Par Ex and IBDU are registered trademarks of Vigoro Industries, Inc., P.O. Box 512, Winter Haven, FL 33882. ProTUrf is a registered trademark of the 
OM Scott & Sons Company; Country Club is a registered trademark of the Lebanon Chemical Corporation. 



sixties and he decided to look at doing more 
consulting and less hands-on golf-course 
maintenance. 

Vero Beach CC requested his services, 
and again he worked with the club until a 
superintendent could be found. "I told them 
they needed time and a young man to bring 
their course around," Yurigan says. "I es-
tablished the maintenance program for 
them, and was able to increase the budget 
and bring in new machinery to get the 
course in better shape. Now Roger Welker 
is in charge of the course and it is in better 
condition than when I first saw it." 

Yurigan says he has been involved with 
the PGA of America and the GCSAA for 
more than 20 years. There have been many 
changes to the industry in his long career. 

"Although I never went for my certifica-
tion as a golf course superintendent — I 
was too old, I felt — IVe told all the young 
men who worked with me that certification 
would get them in the door. There are a lot 
of fine superintendents who don't have 
certification and are very qualified, but I 

think it's a different game now and it's 
much harder on superintendents than it 
was when I was younger. 

"Members expect you to maintain the 
course like you do when you have a tourna-
ment. You have to work with a lot of differ-
ent professionals — architects, managers, 
consultants — and still remind them that 
you are a professional who knows the course 
and who is the one that is ultimately re-
sponsible for the condition of that course. 
You need larger budgets and more people 
to maintain a course and all the equipment 
in good condition. 

"I think that more than anything, a golf 
course superintendent needs to be truthful 
with people," Yurigan says. "You have to 
realize that sometimes it will be difficult 
and you'll have to fight to get things done 
right. But if you are good, you don't have to 
worry about getting another job. When 
golf course superintendents take a stand on 
the creation and maintenance of a course 
and stop worrying about someone else tak-
ing their job, they'll be better off." 

Adam Walsh Child 
Resource Center 
Benefit Tournament 
to be played Sept. 14 

The South Florida GCSA invites your 
participation in the Seventh Annual Adam 
Walsh Child Resource Center Benefit Golf 
Tournament. The tournament will take 
place Saturday, Sept. 14, at the Clubs of 
Inverrary, Lauderhill, Fl. 

Enjoy a day of golf, food, beverages and 
as always spectacular prizes, while support-
ing an organization dedicated to protecting 
our greatest asset, our children. 

Entry forms will be mailed to members 
of the Everglades, Palm Beach and South 
Florida Chapters. Additional information 
may be obtained by contacting Bob Klitz at 
305- 733-7551 or Bill Entwhistle, Jr. at 305-
435-6169. We look forward to seeing our 
friends from past tournaments and making 
new ones at this year's tournament. 

— David Lottes 

Call for prices 
ana 

specifications 

Haverland Blackrock Corp. 
Boynton Beach, Fla. 

Office: 407/369-7994 Fax: 407/369-0535 
Excavating • Cart Paths • Drainage 

Consulting 
services for 
paving and 
drainage 
problems! 

Contact 
Dell 

Haverland 

Border Cart Paths... Putting Greens... Flower Beds! 



Premium Kentucky Bluegrasses 

Kentucky • Bluegrass 

Kentucky • Bluegrass 

A medium bright 
green, fine textured 
grass that greens up 
early, keeps color late 
into fall and grows well 
in moderate shade. 

A moderately dark 
green variety with 
early spring green up 
and excellent density 
and wear tolerance, 
even maintained at a 
shorter cutting height. 

Premium Turf-Type Perennial Ryegrasses 
Excellent dark green 
color, fine leaves, 
superior density, high 
endophyte content, 
insect and disease resis-
tance distinguish this 
variety. 

A dark green, dense vari-
ety with fine leaf texture, 
dwarf growth habit and 
high endophyte content 
Tolerant of heat, drought, 
and low mowing. 

j f j i j a A i jft mitii^m A n c h d a r k vm~ 
€ M $ m m r % N U G K ety with high endophyte 

to fend off insects, and 
good disease resistance. 

TURF-TYPE PERENNIAL RYEGRASS 

An early-maturing, 
low-growing turf with 
bright green color, 
medium fine texture 

T U R F - T Y P E PERENNIAL RYEGRASS and medium density. 

Premium Turf-Type Tall Fescues 
A moderately low-
growing turf-type tall 
fescue with rich, dark 
green color, moderate 
leaf texture, and 
reduced growth rate. 

A moderately low-
growing turf-type tall 
fescue with rich, dark 
green color, good den-
sity, and good adapt -
ability. 

Premium Dwarf Turf-Type Tall Fescues 
A lower growing, dark-
er green tall fescue 
with a slower leaf 
extension rate and a 
shorter mature plant 
height. 

Darker green color, 
good shade tolerance, 
and dense, fine tex-
tured turf that requires 
less mowing. 

Premium Creeping Red Fescue 
A rich, blue-green vari-
ety with the ability to 
form a dense fine turf 
for a creeping fescue. 

SHADEMASTER 
Creeping Red Fescue 

Premium Intermediate Ryegrass 
Excellent for over 
seeding dormant warm-
season grasses and for 
temporary soil stabiliza-
tion. This variety 
exhibits dark green 
color, moderate leaf tex-
ture and reduced 
growth rate. 

©1991 LESCO, Inc. 

% 

Turf professionals have come to know LESCO as The Seed Pro, because 
LESCO offers more varieties developed exclusively for professionals than any 

f other seed company. fy $ 
LESCO has more than 12 top quality varieties for turf pros to choose fiom. ESTABLISHED 1 96 2 

Each can be purcty|sed separately or custom blendfd to four exacting speci-
ficatifns. So whatever your Heed, Your Seed Pro has the seed! 20005 Lake Road | 

% Call your sales tepresentati^e, vffft your local LESCO Service Center offcall Rocky River, Ohio 44116 # 
t f free (000) 321-5325 Fertilizers, Seed, Control 
LESCO —r Turf grass seed exclusively for professionals Products, Equipment Parts 
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Poa Annua Classic bothered a bit by rain; 
committee considers moving to earlier date 

The 17th Annual Poa Annua Classic 
weekend was usual in combining business, 
education, fun and relaxation, but unusual 
in having to contend with an uncopporative 
Mother Nature. 

Unseasonable morning rain plagued the 
Poa Annua Classic for the second consecu-
tive year. A dejected tournament commit-
tee had to to call off the tournament after 
nine holes due to the wet conditions, and a 
soggy bunch of golfers was reluctant to 
leave the damp but beautiful Flamingo Is-
land Club in its debut as the Poa Annua 
Classic site. 

Superintendent Jim Larner, had the 
course well prepared, but the turf could not 
withstand the accumulation of several days' 
worth of rain and remain playable. 

Everglades president, Buddy Carmouche, 
announced that the Poa Annua Committee 
was considering moving the Classic to the 
first weekend in May to avoid the begin-
ning of the rainy season. 

On Saturday afternoon, the G. C. Horn 
Memorial Research Tournament held at 
the Naples Beach Club was also delayed by 

Seminar speakers at the 17th annual Poa Annua Classic weekend were (l-r), front 
row, Steve Pearson, Paul Crawford, Walt McMahon, Lou Conzelmann, Cary Lewis 
and John Gallagher; back row, Jim Montgomery, Robert Drake, Mark Flock and 
Dale Kuehner. 

rain and lightning, but did complete all 18 
holes. 

Although the golf competitions may have 

Everglades Chapter Board of Directors are (l-r), Dick McCoy (Windermere CC), Roy 
Bates (Imperial CC), Secretary-Treasurer Ric Mohr (Palmetto Pines CC), Ode I I 
Spainhour (supplier representative, Debra Turf), Mike Mongoven (City of Fort Myers 
courses), External V.P. Lou Conzelmann (Fiddlesticks CC), V.P. Steve Cairdullo 
(The Forest CC), Past President Mark Atwood (Bears Paw CC) and President 
Buddy Carnouche (Hole in the Wall Golf Club). 

been dampened by the wet weather, those 
in attendance were happy to see the drought-
stricken West Coast receive the much 
needed rain. 

The hard work and preparations by the 
host Everglades Chapter were not in vain as 
the cordial atmosphere and gracious hos-
pitality brightened up the weekend. The 
luau banquet Saturday night combined with 
the steel drum band gave the weekend a 
distinct tropical flair. 

The Education Committee scored an-
other ace with its seminar, "The Thinking 
Superintendent" on Sunday morning. A 
wide range of current critical issues was 
presented to a capacity crowd of superin-
tendents seeking Continuing Education 
Credits for their GCSAA certification and 
for their own personal and professional 
development. 

On Saturday morning the FGCSA Board 
of Directors held its Spring Board Meeting 
to conduct the business of the association. 
President Ray Hansen was pleased to rec-
ognize Jeff Hayden as the representative of 
the Seven Rivers Chapter, the 10th and 
newest chapter in the state association. 

1 



Dave Oliver won the Superintendent's 
Division for the third consecutive year. 

Poa A n n u a Classic 
Golf Tournament resul ts: 

Superintendent Division 
Low Gross: 1st David Oliver, 

2nd Lou Conzelmann, 3rd Paul 
Bondeson, 4th Larry Livingston. 
Low Net: 1st Chuck Rogers, 2nd 

Gary Smither, 3rd Jay Gratton, 4th 
Ray Cuzzone. 

Team Championship 
Palm Beach Chapter-Robert 

Brumfield, Pat Kearney, Glenn 
Klauk and Jerry Redden. 

Supplier Division 
Low Gross: 1st Morgan Evans, 

2nd Keith Longshore, 3rd Glenn 
Zakany, 4th Walt Shirey 
Low Net: 1st Brad Reano, 2nd 

Dick Bessire, 3rd Odell Spainhour, 
4th Ted Owens. 

Chuck Rogers was the low net winner 
with a wide lead over Gary Smither. 

The Palm Beach Chapter's 
minus-10 score took the 
Chapter Team Championship 
away from host Everglades 
Chapter at the Poa Annua Golf 
Tournament, May 20. Team 
members were (l-r) Jerry 
Redden, Glen Klauk, Pat 
Kearnery and Robert 
Brumfield. 

Mark Henderson watches as 
Steve Cairdullo and Buddy 

Carouche post scores 

Photos by Joel Jackson 
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courses are 
possible, the construction centered around hand clear-
ing a vast portion of the land. As a result of the careful 
preparation and the embellishment of wetlands, mi-
gratory and wading birds are abundant. Hiers said 
many other species of wildlife, such as otters and 
raccoons, call John's Island West home. 

Fitzpatrick said the property is "one of the rarest 
habitats in North America. Every square meter is 
precious to wildlife. There is a fairly large number of 
endangered species at John's Island West, and it is now 
a permanent habitat preserve that also provides recre-
ation and beauty... it is the best example of bridging 
these two goals together." 

In its role as a permanent habitat preserve, John's 
Island West is part of the biological station's experi-
mental program to save the endangered plant, Lakela's 
Mint. 

"Lakela's Mint is one of the rarest plants on earth, 
and is native to the yellow sand scrub," Fitzpatrick 
said. "Unfortunately, most of this yellow sand area 
has been obliterated by construction along U.S. 1, 
with just a few small, struggling populations of the 
plant left in abandoned areas. 

"We've brought more than 30 of these plants to 
John's Island West, hoping the course can become, in 
a small way, a model of how golf courses can contrib-

John's Island 
West Golf 
Course sits on 
one of the the 
highest dunes of 
the Indian River/ 
St. Lucie County 
area. Unlike 
other parts of 
Florida, the land 
is extremely well 
drained. 

Photos by 
Kit Bradshaw 

Where golf 
BY KIT BRADSHAW 

Consider this equation. One golf course equals one 
permanent habitat preserve. A single golf course be-
comes a locale where endangered plant life, or even 
endangered wildlife can thrive. 

John Fitzpatrick, executive director of the Archbold 
Biological Station, near Lake Placid, sees this concept 
as reality because it's happening at a Vero Beach 
development called John's Island. 

John's Island West Golf Course sits on one of the the 
highest dunes of the Indian River/St. Lucie County 
area. Unlike other parts of Florida, the land is ex-
tremely well drained. This according to Fitzpatrick, 
makes John's Island West unique, with ties to ancient 
North America. He calls the property, "a spectacular 
example of a coastal scrub, plant and animal commu-
nity unique to Florida." 

He admits the property has changed. After all, there 
is a golf course there now. "But," he says, "the impor-
tant thing is that Tom Fazio took a progressive, posi-
tive approach to golf course design. He built around 
the native landscape using its advantages. When you 
walk on the course, you are walking through what old 
Florida used to look like." 

Tim Hiers, golf course manager at John's Island 
West, said that to preserve as much of the property as 



designed for wildlife 
lite to conservation of nearly extinct species. Our goal 
is to establish a thriving population of Lakela's Mint, 
which is becoming increasingly important as poten-
tial natural insect repellent." 

Many golf courses in Florida, particularly in the 
agricultural area of Indian River County, are built on 
old citrus groves. On these properties, sensitive and 
environmentally aware developers have an opportu-
nity to restore the land to a more natural state. 

Fred Loherer, librarian for the biological station, 
said when a grove is planted, "they remove all the 
natural vegetation, cut and burn it and then root rake 
it, so there's no woody plants or shrubs that remain. 
The drainage is important when they put in a grove, so 
they create extensive ditches and lower the water 
table. This lowers the soil and the hydrology of the 
area. A citrus grove is pretty much as artificial as a lawn 
is." 

Two other golf course communities in Vero Beach, 
Grand Harbor and the nearly-completed Windsor, 
are located primarily on extinct citrus groves. Here, 
the goal was not to maintain the existing landscape, 
but to restore a portion of the land to its pre-citrus 
condition. 

Windsor will open in November. This Robert Trent 
Jones Jr. course is on a former grapefruit grove. Ac-

cording to designer Gary Linn, "We are trying to to put 
the land back into better shape than it was before." 

For Linn, this assignment provided two important 
aspects of course design. 

When the grapefruit grove was created, a hammock 
area on this barrier island was virtually eliminated. 
There is a small triangular piece of hammock that 
remains, and the Jones design has incorporated this 
hammock into three of the holes. 

"There was a commitment to restore the natural 
area here," Linn said, "and we are transplanting 60- to 
70-foot live oaks, making the native dunes and putting 
in palm trees to recreate the areas that were denuded 
when they put in the grapefruit orchard. The environ-
mentalists like it and it's pretty neat for golf use, 
because it gives instant maturity to the course." 

Water retention and filtration are also part of the 
course design. Water on the property is captured in a 
series of large lakes, according to Linn, and then moves 
into the drainage ways with man-made shelves that 
have been planted. In this way, the plants at the water 
level of the lakes and along the drainage canals can 
filter the water before it's discharged into the Indian 
River. 

Water is also an important part of the design of the 
two Grand Harbor courses, the River Club course and 

Water is also an 
important part of 

the design of 
Grand Harbor 

courses. About 
712 acres of the 

original 895 were 
citrus groves, and 

73 acres were 
part of a mosquito 

impoundment 
system. 



Grand Harbor course. 
According to Ron Andrews, golf course 

manager for the complex, 712 acres of the 
original 895 were citrus groves, and 73 acres 
were part of a mosquito impoundment 
system. 

To help restore the "old" Florida look to 
the property, some of the wetlands were 
preserved, some restored, and new wet-
lands were created. The mosquito im-
poundment areas were tied back into the 
Indian River, and now Andrews uses open-
water marsh management to control the 
mosquito population. 

"Historically, these impoundment areas 
were connected to the Indian River," 
Andrews said. 

"What we did was to open these two 
impoundments back to the river, remove 
some of the agricultural sediments and make 
the areas a viable piece of the Indian River 
again. It's a new technique, and some of the 
people were not real sure it would work, 
but the Indian River Mosquito Control 

"There are a fairly large number of endangered species at John's Island 
West, and it is now a permanent habitat preserve that also provides 
recreation and beauty... it is the best example of bridging these two goals 
together." — John Fitzpatrick, biologist 
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DIRECT FROM HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA 
South of Stuar t 

C e r t i f i e d 419 & turfgrasses grown on gassed, 

i r r igated land for South Florida 
Golf Courses and Athlet ic Fields 

D O N ' T LOSE S P R I G S D U E T O H A U L T I M E ! 

South Florida Grassing, Inc. 
/ / "A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964' 
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Phone: 
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