« tolerance of alkaline, acid or saline soils

* reduced need for mowing and fertiliza-
tion

* resistance to diseases, insects, nema-
todes and weed competition

- tolerance of smog and other pollutants]

+ shade tolerance

By extending the funding of the turfgrass
research program fora five-year period, the
USGA hopes to ensure continued high stan-
dards for the maintenance of golf courses
while addressing environmental concerns
about the protection and conservation of
natural resources.

GCSAA donates $50,000
to USGA turf research fund
As the USGA was announcing research
plans for the next four years at the U.S.
Open in Chaska, Minn., last month, the
GCSAA presented the organization with

grants totaling $50,000 to help fund re-
search commitments made earlier for 1992.

“We are extremely pleased once again to
offer our financial support to the commit-
tee,” said Stephen Cadenelli, CGCS, GC-
SAA president. “More important than
money, however, is our pledge to take the
knowledge gained from this research and
disseminate it to those responsible for the
management of America’s golf courses.”

The USGA and GCSAA have worked
together on the turfgrass research program
since 1983.

GCSAA official testifies on
pesticide education, limits
“Golfand the golf course superintendent
have a very real interest in reducing pesti-
cide use,” said William R. Roberts, CGCS,
in testimony before the recent Senate sub-
committee hearing on toxic substancesand
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environmental oversight. Roberts, GCSAA
vice president, testified on behalf of the
association.

In his testimony, Roberts highlighted
GCSAA’s education programs and the
association’s stance on posting and pre-
notification of pesticide applications. He
also reconfirmed GCSAA’s “diligence in
asking the hard questions and finding the
right answers which will lead to a
minimalization of overall pesticide inputs
to our environment.

Roberts’ testimony touched on GCSAA’s
willingness to work within the regulatory
process. The subcommittee was briefed on
the public education/public service an-
nouncement produced in conjunction with
the EPA, “Think Before You Apply,” which
educates homeowners about environmen-
tally responsible lawn care practices.

The 30- and 10-second commercials ask
homeowners to “read the directions and
use only the amount needed to do the job,”

An Un-Welcome Sight!

Take Aim With Sunniland

Molecricket Bait
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when applying lawn care chemicals. Both
spotslista toll-freenumber (800-858-7378)
that viewers may call to receive more infor-
mation on proper use of chemicals or alter-
native treatments.

Three Floridians join
Society of GC Architects

Three Floridians were among seven ar-
chitects elected elected to membership in
the American Society of Golf Course Ar-
chitects.

Michael Beebe of Orange Park was elected
to regular membership while James Lipe
and Andrew Raugust of North Palm Beach
were named associate members.

Beebe, employed by McCumber Golf,
has designed Marsh Creek in St. Augustine,
The Vineyards in Naples, and Edmonton
Petroleum Club in Alberta, Canada.

Lipe, a senior designer with Jack Nicklau
Golf Services, includes Melrose Golf Club
on Daufuski Island, S.C. ; St. Mellion GC,
Cornwall, England; and Pinehurst (N.C.)

National GC among his credits.

Raugust, an associate at Golden Bear
International, is credited with courses in
California and Hawaii as well as Canada,
France and Finland.

Also elected to regular membership were
Michael Gleason of Pinehurst, N.C.; David
Moote, Brampton, Ontario, Canada; and
Gregory Muirhead, Montclair, N.J. Tho-
mas Johnson of Braselton, Ga., is a new
associate member.

Noting the international work of the new
members, newly elected ASGCA President
Tom Clark sees continued growth of the
golf course construction industry.

“The demand in the Pacific Rim is so
strong that many golfers fly to other coun-
tries, even as far as the U.S., to play,” said
Clark, a partnerin Ault, Clark & Associates.
“This strong demand, plus locally available
financing, suggests the Asian arena will pro-
mote new construction for the next few
years.

“Spainand other European countriesare
developing courses almost as quickly as the

Asians,” said the veteran architect.

Many overseas projects are managed by
American architects, he noted.

In addition to building courses in their
own countries, foreign investors, including
the Asians, Arabs and Swiss, are providing
financial backing for many domestic
projects.

Many overseas groups have invested in
firms that finance, own and operate golf
courses for municipalities and developers,
paying a monthly fee for the privilege. These
organizations are gaining popularity, ac-
cording to Clark, because they offer the
advantage of financing up front.

Clark sees more courses being integrated
in commercial spaces such as industrial
parks.

“To build an industrial complex, the de-
veloper has to perform the same environ-
mental and wetlands research done for a
golf course,” he said. “Commercial devel-
opersknowa course makesa property much
moreattractive to potential clients... sowhy
not put a nice greenbelt around the site?”

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc.
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 - (813) 676-9431

Your
and Man

Choker Sand - Greens Mix -
Trap Sand - Bunker Sand -
Rock - Dolomite - Hi-Cal
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Golf eligible for Olympic
Games in year 2000

The International Olympic Committee
has recognized the World Amateur Golf
Council, which comprises the national gov-
erning bodies of golf in 66 countries, as the
sole international federation for golf, mak-
ing it possible for golf to become part of the
Olympic Games.

According to IOC rules, the earliest golf
could be included in the games would be
the year 2000, for which a site has not yet
been selected. The 1996 Olympic Games
are scheduled for Atlanta.

Joint chairmen of the WAGC are Gor-
don B.B. Jeffrey and C. Grant Spaeth, re-
spectively the chairman ofthe General Com-
mittee of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club
of St. Andrews, Scotland, and the president
of the USGA.

The WAGC shares a telephone number
and mailing address in Far Hills, N.J. with
the USGA.

Golf had been part of two Olympiads in
this century — Paris in 1900 and ST. Louis
in 1904.

The WAGC, which was founded in 1958
to conduct international championships
for men and women every other year, de-
cided to pursue recognition by the IOC in
response to the wishes of many of its mem-
ber federations.

If the IOC places golf on the program of
future games, the WAGC will determine
the format of the competition and the rules
of eligiblity of individual golfers under IOC
rules. The WAGC will determine, for ex-
ample, whether the competition will be
limited to amateurs.

Ross Award winner warns
against standardization,
vnqualified ‘architects’

Golf course developers should beleery of
inexperienced individuals trying to pass
themselves off as designers, according to
Michael Bonallack, secretary of the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews and
1991 recipient of the Donald Ross Award
from the American Society of Golf Course
Architects.

The award honors an individual for con-
tribution to the growth, understandingand
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Michael F. Bonallack, center, secretary of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club at St.
Andrews, accepts the 1991 Donald Ross Award presented by the American Society
of Golf Course Architects. From left, ASGCA Vice President Tom Clark, Secretary
Art Hills, President Dan Maples and Treasurer Jerry Matthews.

public awareness of the importance of golf
course architecture to the game of golf.

“Many people have set themselves up as
golf course architects without any form of
qualification, apart from having been good
golfers,” said Bonallack in his acceptance
speech in Broughton Park, England, at the
Society’s annual meeting earlier this year.

“Thatissimilar to calling yourselfabuild-
ingarchitectbecause youareaskilled brick-
layer or carpenter.”

Bonallack, one of Britain’s all-time great
amateur golfers, shared his ideas on the
ingredients of a good golf course.

“First, courses should be scenically and
naturally beautiful,” he said. “Second,
courses should not require unusually long
tee shots or penalize non-experts with haz-
ards.”

The award winner also said the best-
designed courses make the player think.

“Half the fun of playing a classic course
for the first time is determining what the
architect was trying to make you do on a
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specific hole and what snares he laid for
those who do not think,” he said.

Bonallack suggested that fairway bun-
kers should be used sparingly and strategi-
cally placed as close as possible to the per-
fect line of play, so that by just missing a
bunker, the golfer is left with the ideal
second shot.

The growing concern with standardiza-
tion of courses threatens to take the unique-
ness and challenge out of a hole, according
to Bonallack.

“All greens do not have to be the same
speed and all fairways the same width and
cut to the same length,” he said. “And the
rough does not have to be uniformly
graded.”

Bonallack called on golf’s governing bod-
ies to promote individuality in golf course
design and construction.

“Thedistinctiveness ofholesand courses
is part of what makes golf great,” he added.
“Unlike other sports’ playing grounds, ev-
ery golf course is different and has its own
special attractions which can leave a lasting
image on the mind.”

USGA intern program to
honor P.J. Boatwright

The USGA Regional Internship Program
will be perpetuated in memorial tribute to
P.U. Boatwright, Jr., in honor of the signifi-
cant contributions made to golf by the late
USGA Executive Director of Rules and
Competitions.

The program to assist state and regional
golf associations hire interns to help con-
duct operations benefiting junior golf, pub-
licgolfand tournament administration was
inaugurated this year as a test.

“The introduction of minorities to golf
administration and management also re-
mains a prime concern of this program,”
says the USGA news release.

Requests for 1992 internship grants must
come from a state or regional golf associa-
tion that functions as a non-profit service
organization. Students may not apply di-
rectly to the USGA.

All requests must be made in writing.

Donald Spencer, director of the USGA
Foundation, is coordinating the program.

-
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Number 16 shows tall pines.

BY PHILIP PETTUS

Lake Region
Yacht & CC T

all pines, a scenic lake, wildlife wandering to and from
the surrounding woods — they all contribute to the

natural tranquility of Lake Region Yacht and Country Club, near Winter

Picturesque
country club
enters the
computer era

Haven.

No houses, no interstate
highways in the horizon, no
businesses, no street sounds.
Except for the club’s buildings
and facilities, there’s just flora
and fauna and a peaceful lake
surrounding you.

“This country club is like
country clubs were meant to
be in the beginning, a place to
get away from the city,” said
Lake Region Golf Course Su-
perintendent R. Alan Puckett.

“There are no reminders of
the cityasyou walk around the
course,” he said. “I've seen
foxes, alligators, otters, bob-
cats, cranes, herons, eagles,
hawksand owls,” Puckett said.
He said that when someone
comes out for the first time,
most often as a guest, “they
usually havean experience they
remember.”

A private club in Central Florida that dates back to 1924, the LRY&CC
boasts a total of 960 members, including 550 golfing families. The 83
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people on the waiting list can expect to wait
up to five years to join, he said.

At one time, sailing and regattas were a
part of the club’s activities, hence the word
“Yacht” in the name. Presently sailing is
not a major activity and the club is focused
on golf, tennis and swimming as major
activities. But the club presidentisstill called
the Commodore.

The 200-acre stand has about 110 acres
of turf, Puckett said. Overseeing a crew of
17, he is responsible for all the “growing”
assets of the club. In addition, Puckett and
his crew do just about anything that re-
quires manpower.

“Ifthey (other departments) have some-
thing to move, and no one else is available,
then we’re the ones they call. That’s pretty
normal for private clubs,” he said.

“If there’s a ball to be picked up and
carried, then we do it.”

While engaged in summer maintenance
projects, such as deep-tine aerification to
alleviate soil compaction, Puckett said a
major upgrade is taking place with the irri-
gation system. Lake Region is a test site for
a Network LTC irrigation system that will
have the first-ever computer-controlled
loop system by Toro.

“This will be a state-of-art system,”
Puckett said. “The new wave of golf course
management is going to computerized irri-
gation controllers,” he said.

Toro has another very extensive and so-
phisticated system but the one being tested
at Lake Region is a simpler version that
requires a PC computer. It will operate
Lake Region’s older electrical irrigation sys-
tem (rather than the newer type of hydrau-

The 16th hole, alternate perspective.

lic systems).

Puckett said Toro selected Lake Region
because it had the electrical system and
because the area is prone to a high inci-
dence of lightning. These circumstances
will give a stern test for reliability and dura-
bility. The irrigation end was installed in
April and the central controller is sched-
uled to arrive in August. It will control all
irrigation for the entire golf course from
Puckett’s office.

“They gave it to us and installed it and
will maintainit,” Puckett said. In exchange,
Lake Region will send Toro monthly re-
ports on the weather and system use which

Toro will use in future product develop-
ment and design.

Thus, this “old” picturesque country club
enters the computerized maintenance era.

Originally established in the “old style”
(meaning “pretty flat”), Puckett said the
course had undertaken two major projects
in the last eight years.

In 1983, the back nine was reconstructed
with undulations and elevations, giving the
course more challenge. In 1987, the same
type of redesign by architect Dean Refram
was done to the front nine and the course
took on a more contemporary and chal-
lenging character.
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The greensare Tifdwarf while Tifton 419
bermudagrass is used on the tees, fairways
and roughs.

With such arich trove of nature, keeping
both the club members and the wildlife
protected are high-priority considerations.

“We are always concerned with giving
proper notification of chemical use and
spraying schedules through the pro shop,”
Puckett said.

Puckett, a relatively young superinten-
dent at 31, has been the superintendent at
LRY&CC for 15 months, coming there from
nearby Grenelefe Resort. This is his first
superintendent’s job, but he believes he has
gotten valuable experience in a variety of
jobs since he graduated from Lake City
Community College’s golf course opera-
tions curriculum with an Associate of Sci-
ence in 1981.

Previously he has worked at World Of
Palm Aire in Pompano Beach where he was
irrigation technician forall ofits five courses,
at Walden Lake Country Club near Plant
City where he was assistant superinten-
dent, and at Greenlefe near Haines City

*] have fun doing this
job every day and 1
enjoy the feeling of
achievement at the end
of day when I see
what’s been
accomplished.®

R. Alan Puckett

Golf Course Superintendent
Lake Region Yacht & Country Cub

Age: 31

Education: Lake City Community College, A.A. in Golf course operations.
Professional Involvement: Ridge Golf Course Superintendent’s Association,
the Florida Golf Course Superintendents Association, the Florida Turf Grass
Association and the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America. As

external vice president for the Ridge association, he is a board member of the
FGCSA.

Goal: Getting his GCSAA certification.
Previous employment: World Of Palm Aire (Pompano Beach), Walden Lake
Country Club (Plant City), Greenlefe (Haines City).
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Lake Region
Number 11

where he was superintendent of the West
course.

“To have this job is a dream come true,”
Puckett said off his current position. “This
is definitely one of the nicest and more
exclusive clubs in the area.”

Puckett said that while he has moved to
new challenges in his career development
— changing jobs about every two to three
years — he wants to stay at LRY&CC con-
siderably longer.

He is active in the Ridge Golf Course
Superintendent’s Association, the Florida
Golf Course Superintendents Association,
the Florida Turf Grass Association and the
Golf Course Superintendents Association
of America. As external vice president for
the Ridge association, he is a board mem-
ber of the FGCSA.

He has a goal of getting his GCSAA cer-
tification. With a minimum of five years
tenure as a superintendent required to
qualify for certification, Puckett said he
expects the next four years will teach him a
lot.

As one who likes to build “family” into his
work force Puckett said his crew has a “ca-
sual, comfortable, working realtionship
with quality work as our goal.”

Assistant Superintendent Alan Autry
helps him lead workers that range in age
from 18 to 71. The crew works hard and
maintainsa professional, friendlyand cour-
teous relationship with the club members
but can also have fun while working to-
gether, Puckett said.

Puckett said he was first enchanted with
his profession when he was only 14 and
worked in the cart shop and began cutting
grassat ImperiaLakes Country Clubin Lake-
land in 1974. He told his parents while in
the 10th grade that this was the career he
wanted. He set his sights on Lake City Com-
munity College and got there after finish-
ing high school. He hasn’t regretted it yet.

Heisaccustomed to 60-hour work weeks
— or more — and cares about doing qual-
ity work that reflects well on himselfand his
crew.

“I have fun doing this job every day and

Puckett said he was
first enchanted with his
profession when he was

only 14 and worked in
the cart shop and began
cutting grass at
ImperiaLakes Country
Club in Lakeland in
1974.

Ienjoy the feeling of achievementat theend
of day when I see what’s been accom-

plished.”
‘
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