Still the Best

That’s right. For the second year in a row Palmer turf-type peren-
nial ryegrass scored number one in the National Ryegrass tests
conducted by the U.S.D.A. coast to coast:

Turf-Ty, F
Perennial Ryegrass

U.S.D.A. National Perennial Ryegrass Test*
Turf Quality 1-9 (9 = Best)

Variety  2-Yr. Avg. Variety 2-Yr. Avg.

Palmer 5.9 Derby 55

Gator 5.9 Yorktown Il 5.4

Prelude 5.8 Cowboy 5.4

Repell 5.8 Pennfine 5.3

Tara 5.8 Diplomat 5.3

Premier D7 Regal 5.3

Citation Il 5.6 Barry 5.2

Manhattan Il 5.6 Delray 52

Blazer 5.6 Omega 5:1

All Star 5.6 Elka 5.1

Ranger 5.6 Manhattan 5.1

Birdie Il 9.5 Citation 5.0

Fiesta 5.5 Linn 3.4

Pennant 5.5
It’'s no wonder courses like
Bay Hill in Florida, Shin-
necock in New York, PGA
West in California and Sahara § ;
in Nevada are only a few of ‘ 4
those that are demanding the IE
excellent performance of
Palmer.

As a turf professional wouldn’t
it be nice to know you’'re using
the best? Use Palmer.

: z,( Turf-Type |
Perennial Ryegra.

“The grass seedluse
with confidence.”’
/74

@ Lofts Seed Inc.

===\ World’s largest marketer
( LOFTS ] of turfgrass seed

~ Bound Brook, NJ 08805
(201) 356-8700

To locate the Lofts’ distributor nearest you, call
(800) 526-3890 (Eastern US)
(800) 547-4063 (Western US)

21 Test |ocat|ons mv gston, RI; Ithaca &
fie: ;

- o4 o |
Lofts/INew England Lofts/Great Western .  Lofts/New York * Lofts/Maryland Sunbelt Seeds, Inc. Oseco Inc.
Arlington, MA Albany, OR Brewster, NY Beltsville, MD Norcross, GA Brampton, Ontario
(617) 648-7550 (503) 928-3100 or (914) 278-2710 (800) 732-3332 (404) 448-9932 or Canada
(800) 547-4063 (800) 732-7773 (MD) (800) 522-7333 (416) 846-5080



(continued from page 10)

“That is great Chris, thanks. Is there anything special
that needs to be done?”

“If you could put out our special Willow Lakes flags and
have the barbeque grill ready we would appreciate it.”

“OK Chris, we will have them ready. Thanks for calling
and letting us know about the tournament on Saturday.”

As I hung up the phone I wrote down the information the
pro shop had just relayed to me for the weekend. ‘Com-
munications’ I wondered if Robbie has as good a com-
munications system as our staff at Willow Lakes. Beforel
realize it, | have already started on the visitation at Rob-
bie’s course.

Mr. Thurman Lee in his maintenance area — it was
apparent to Tom and I that a maintenance schedule is
utilized at Gainesville C.C., one of Mr. Lee’s tools in his
professional maintenance operation.

I decide that the first thing to do in order to set up a
professional meeting is to get all parties together. As |
was jotting down some steps that should be taken at the
course inspection I was contacting the third party via
telecommunications to the Gainesville Country Club.

I have known Mr. Robbins for four years. When I came to
Florida Robbie had contacted me about joining the
North Florida Golf Course Superintendent’s Chapter.
(He was the President at the time.) As the phone rang |
asked myself, should I talk to him as a friend or as a

certified golf course superintendent representing the
GCSAA?

The ringing stopped, “Gainesville Golf and Country
Club”

I had to say something, “Mr. Robbie Robbins please.”

“One moment, sir.” Phone clicks on desk. This is one of
those times when you hope for a hold with FM music.

I begin to feel like I did when I first talked to our associa-
tion from the secretary and vice president’s side of the

podium.

“Robbie here, can I help you?”

Be professional I decide, “Mr. Robbins, this is Don Kooyer

from Willow Lakes Golf Club in Jacksonville. | am calling
‘in regards to a Golf Course Superintendent’s Associa-
tion of America visitation to be held at your club. Mr.
Robbins, there will be two class A superintendents com-
ing to visit your club, of which | am one.”

Contact had been made with all the parties involved and
after a few more business telecommunications with each
party we had the dates and information provided by the
certification committee ready for the visitation. To be
able to judge and be judged by your peers can be one of
the best emotional highs in ones professional career. As
a member of the national Golf Course Superintendent’s
Association of America | am very proud of having this
chance to work with the superintendent from Tima-
quana Country Club. Tom and I are director and officer
respectively in the North Florida Chapter and will
represent our association in this endeavor also.

The day of the visitation | had to meet Tom at Timaquana
Country Club so Tom and I could commute to Robbie’s
facility together. When I arrived at Tom’s course I could
see why Tom’s facility was one of the popular clubs in
Jacksonville. My course is only a turn around the bend
and this was the first visit | had made to Timaquana. As |
drove past the clubhouse and down the winding road to
the maintenance facility I could tell the grounds were
professionally maintained. Everything was trimmed and
manicured from the flower beds that surround the
stately southern clubhouse to the shrubs that trailed
toward the Saint Johns River. The river rolls past the
clubhouse heading to the Atlantic. The palms swayingin
the breeze seem to be guarded by the hundred year old
and older oaks that guided me down the lane. As [ pulled
into the maintenance area everyone was involved in their
duties. Tom invited me into his office and we had coffee.
He introduced me to his assistant and we had a short
tour of the maintenance facility. At the same time, we
talked about some of the things we should bring up at
Robbie’s course during our visitation later that morning.

When Tom and I arrived at the Gainesville Golf and
Country Club we had both looked over the itinerary that
the GCSAA had provided for us. Tom would handle
certain areas of the interview and I would handle other
parts. When Robbie met us at the maintenance area we
introduced ourselves as Golf Course Superintendent
Association representatives to perform an inspection of
his facility for the purpose of his certification in the Golf
Course Superintendent’s Association of America.

I made up my mind that this was a business trip and Iwas
not only representing the GCSAA but also my profes-
sional club.

Having been a superintendent for fifteen years and a
certified superintendent for slightly less, I have a good
feeling for what has to be done at a golf course facility.
Robbie made us feel at ease and opened his club for our
inspection.

We started at the maintenance facility. All areas were
well signed with respect to safety; such as fire extin-
guishers, gasoline pumping station, pesticide usage area,
etc. Floors in all buildings were clean and policed, equip-
ment not being used was stored in proper areas.

(continued on page 14)



Ron Sinnock, Certified
GCSAA, Coosa Country
Club, Rome, Georgia . .
.. likes the season-long
nitrogen feeding from
RegalStar.

Dick Schultz, Certified
GCSAA, Atlanta Country
Club . . . checks his 100%
RegalStar results.

Knotweed, Spotted Spurge, and with herbicides that fail to control
Chickweed, are three noxious annual all the weeds. Just one application lasts
weeds that other herbicides commonly allseason. You too can get these
fail to control. But where others fail, results. It all comes from the synergism
RegalStar succeeds. . . of RONSTAR®', NITROFORM®?,

100% weed-free turf is the and BALAN®,

standard result, not possible

REGAL

CHEMICAL COMPANY

'RONSTAR® is a registered trademark of Rhone Poulenc, Inc
2NITROFORM® (Nitrogen) is a registered trademark of BFC Chemicals, Inc
IBALAN® is a registered trademark of Elanco Products Company For the Best Herbicides

REGAL CHEMICAL COMPANY
P.O. Box 900

Alpharetta, GA 30201

Phone 404/475-4837




(continued from page 12)

Mechanics area bay was being used but still orderly and
clean.

Robbie introduced us to his head mechanic, Mr. Thur-
man Lee and we asked a few questions about operating
procedures and inventory control of parts and materials.
As we talked with Thurman I could tell by visually assess-
ing and by his comments, that he was atrue professional.
Something that we all look for is ateam effort and Robbie
seems to have established this at his maintenance opera-
tions. After spending some more time at his maintenance
area and office looking over records and office proce-
dures, we moved out to the links proper.

We spent quite some time looking at the course design,
bunkers, turf quality, taking soil samples and checking
overseeded turf. We talked of cup changing procedures,
golf car traffic control and equipment traffic control
areas. We asked Robbie what some of his problem areas
were. Was it drainage, irrigation, budgeting or other
areas? Remember there is no such thing as a perfect
situation. Robbie took us up to the clubhouse area, beau-
tiful flower beds surround the clubhouse with acres of
natural wildlife habitat in the background of the pool and
veranda. Mr. Robbins introduced us to his greens chair-
man and to the club manager and other personnel of the
clubhouse.

We toured the entire clubhouse facility and needless to
say, we were treated graciously. The entire club is run in
a very professional manner. All the members should be
very proud of all their staff.

1-800-282-8473

FULL LINE OF LIQUID FERTILIZERS

Specially formulated
for golf course uses

305-747-3277

COMPLETE SERVICE
FOR ALL FERTIGATION SYSTEMS

PLUS NEW INSTALLATIONS
Serving All Of Florida
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Good luck to Mr. Robbins and his continuing endeavor
as a professional golf course superintendent. Our North
Florida Superintendent’s Association is very fortunate
to have such a man as Robbie in our organization, and
The Golf Course Superintendent’s Association of Amer-
ica will gain a true asset as Mr. Robbins becomes one of
our certified superintendents. This visitation is just one
step in the certification process and I am proud to have
been a part of this educational process.

As we all know, our national association was honored
this year for excellence in the educational field. We owe
our Educational Committee a great vote of confidence
for their work in the field of education and the continuing
standards of education. Our association is strong in this
field and others because we (the superintendents) con-
tinue to stand strong and united in our association’s
future.

If any of my colleagues are in the Gainesville, Florida
area be sure and stop in to see a truly professional golf
course operation and enjoy the links at Gainesville Golf
and Country Club.

I hope this article brings out some of the points in the
certification process which will help to keep our profes-
sion strong. The knowledge we gain we must give
through continuing education and professional involve-
ment. B

Robbie Robbins again — more time spent at the office.



The first heavy-duty work vehicle
that'’s light on your turf.

"The Hahn Multi-Pro 44
work vehicle sprays, fertilizes, top
dresses, seeds, aerates, dumps and
hauls...yet is gentle enough on turf
to be used on delicate greens.

Fingertip controls and
adjustable flow rates give you greater
spraying control. A unique low center
of gravity helps prevent tipping, even
on soggy slopes. And the Multi-Pro’s
heavy-duty design gives years of low-
maintenance, easy operation. Inter-
changeable dump bed, Aerifier® and
spreader attachments are also avail-
able. For a free demonstration call:

1-800-457-HAHN

Save the tough jobs for Hahn

Hahn Turf Products Division 1625 N. Garvin Street Evansville, IN 47711-4596 In Indiana call: (812) 428-2025 Telex: 27-8429




The World of Golf

By Denise Jones

The game of golf is over 500 years old. The earliest
playing fields for golfers were found on the Scottish
Linkland and were referred to as links. The golf game
was first played in Scotland along the estuaries of the
rivers Eden, Tay and Forth, and was entirely designed by
nature. It is speculated that the earliest golfers made
rabbit holes their putting cups.

In the 15th century King James Il of Scotland took great
pleasure in the game of golf. Mary, Queen of Scots also
found golfing enjoyable and started to play it at a very
early age which started a tradition leading to the creation

of the St. Andrews Golf Club in Scotland in 1552. St.

Andrews is recognized as the birthplace of golf. The
members of the St. Andrews Golf Club drafted 13 basic
golf rules that still govern the golf game today.

By 1608 golf started to spread into Ireland and then
England. Golf was introduced into America as early as
1779 and a golf club was founded in Charleston, South
Carolina in 1786. In 1829 a club was formed in India.
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own good name
are alot more
good names.

TORO

Distributors for:

Toro Mowers & Turf Equipment
ToroTurf Irrigation

Toro String Trimmers
Cushman Turf Care System

Mitsubishi Tractors
Power Trim Edgers
Lely Spreaders
Standard Golf Supplies

Olathe Turf Equipment
Vicon Spreaders
ByhoSpreaders

Billy Goat Vacuums
Florida Turf Sprayers Neary Grinders

Ryan Turf Care Equipment Broyhill Sprayers Bernard Spin Grinder

Wesco Zaun. Backs You With the Best.

2101 Cantu Court, Sarasota, FL 33582  Ph. (813) 377-6777
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The golf game was introduced to France by Scottish
officers convalescing near the Pyrenees. They also built
the continent’s oldest course, the Pau Golf Club in 1856.
Golf was also being played in Hong Kong and on the
Cape of Good Hope in South Africa by Scottish soldiers
and engineers. By 1870 golf courses were appearing in
Australia and New Zealand and by 1876 five golf courses
were located in Canada. Most of these early courses
were played on undeveloped premature courses having
only a few holes.

Despite its far-ranging introduction the game of golf was
still not widely known or played. By the 1800’s several
golfing events were capturing the public’s attention in
England and Scotland. In the 1840’s a number of widely
publicized golf matches were being played at the St.
Andrews Golf Club.

It was another 70 years before the game of golf began to
gain real popularity in the United States. A lot of the
credit for this increase in popularity was given to Fran-
ces Quimet who lived near the Brookline Country Club
in Massachusetts. The club became the site for the U.S.
Open and Quimet an ex-caddy, entered the match.

After 36 holes Quimet’s score was 151, four strokes off
the pace. Moving into the final round Quimet was ner-
vous but soon relaxed and moved past the early leaders.
On the 18th hole Quimet sank a four-foot putt for a par
round and took the title. The upset victory of Quimet’s
over the best golfers in the world brought the sport into

the limelight and its popularity contributed enormously
to it.

Sports historians give credit to a Scotsman, John Reid,
with laying out the first structured golf course in the
United States in Yonkers, N.Y. Play began there Feb. 22,
1888. The U.S. Golf Association was first called the Ama-
teur Golf Association and was formed in 1894. The first
U.S. and Amateur Championship tournaments were
held in Newport, R.I. in 1895.

Here’s a few facts about golf that I found extremely
exciting that I'd like to share with you.

e Golf was played on the moon in Feb. 1971 by Capt.
Alan Shepard (U.S.), Commander of the Apollo XIV
Spacecraft.

® [t has been suggested that golf originated with Scottish
Shepards using their crooks to knock pebbles into rabbit

(continued on page 18)



THE GRASS GAME.

$

It Shouldn’t Be Like Rolling Dice.

We at Woodbury Chemical Company take no chances with your grass.
We have the technical know-how to ensure green, healthy turf year round.
We can provide horticultural programs and all the products you'll need:
pesticides, fertilizers, adjuvants, seed, and more.

Why gamble? A call to Woodbury eliminates guesswork. After all, in
the grass game you can't afford to play guessing games. Let Woodbury
Chemical Company make you a winner.

Princeton, Florida Mt. Doraq, Florida
(305) 258-0421 (904) 383-2146
Fla. Wats 800-432-3411 Fla. Wats 800-342-9234

Boynton Beach, Florida Tampa, Florida
(305) 734-4441 (813) 247-3621
Delray: (305) 449-4900 Pinellas County: (813) 832-0017
Deerfield: (305) 421-2393  Fla. Wats 800-282-2719

PROFESSIONALS
AT WORK FOR YOU




(continued from page 16)
holes.

® The world’s longest course is the par-77, 8,325 vd.
International Golf Course, Bolton, Mass. from the
“Tiger” tees, remodeled in 1969 by Robert Trent Jones.

® The world’s biggest sand trap is Hell’s Half Acre on the
585-yd. 7th hole of the Pine Valley Course, Clementon,
N.J. built in 1912 and generally regarded as the world’s
most trying course.

® The longest hole in the world is the 7th hole (par 7) of
909 vds. at the Sano Course, Satsuki, Japan.

e Probably the largest green in the worldis the par-6, 695
vd. 5th hole at International G.C., Bolton, Mass. with an
area greater than 28,000 sq. ft.

® The longest drive was made by Tommie Campbell at a
recorded 392 vd. distance in July 1964 at Dun Laoghaire,
Dublin, Ireland.

® The longest recorded holed putt was one of 86 ft. on
the 13th green at the Augusta National, Ga. by Gary

Middlecoff in the 1955 Masters Tournament.

® Bobby Jones was reputed to have holed a putt in
excess of 100 ft. on the 5th green in the first round of the
1927 British Open at St. Andrews, Scotland.

® The greatest amount ever won in official USPGA golf
prizes is $4,686,280 by Jack Nicklaus through 1985. The
record for a year is $530,808 by Tom Watson (U.S.) in
1980.

® The youngest golfer recorded to have shot a hole-in-
one was Coby Orr (aged 5) of Littleton, Colorado, on the
103 yd. 5th hole at the Riverside G.C., San Antonio,
Texas in 1975.

® The oldest golfer to have performed the feat is Otto
Bucher (Switz.) age 99 vears, 244 days on January 13,
1985 when he aced the 130 yd. 12th hole at La Maya G.C.,
Spain.

* Quoted, Bob Hope once said: “If you watch a game, it’s
fun. If you play it, its recreation. If you work at it, it’s
g Olf- ”m




GET TWO FOR LESS
AN THE PRICE OF ONE.

If you're using more than one product to kill
mole crickets and nematodes, youre wasting
BN money Because, in Florlda there’s one
product — CHIPCO® MOCAP* 1nsect1c1de/
nemat1c1de — that effectively and consistently
controls both for less cost than products
that control only one.
CHIPCO MOCAP works fast, not only
~ on nematodes and mole crickets but also on
a broad spectrum of grubs and surface insects. It can
be used on Bahia, Bent, Bermuda, Centipede, Fescue,
St. Augustine and Zoysia turfgrasses. And now it’s
formulated for lower odor, too.
Ask your supplier for CHIPCO
MOCAP....the one and only product
that gets your two biggest turf pests for less than
the price of one. Rhone-Poulenc Inc., Agrochemical
Division, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852, @

CHIPCO & MOCAP are registered trademarks of Rhdne-Poulenc Inc.



THERESA SMALLRIDGE
Becomes Collier County’'s
TOP SPELLER

Clint Smallridge, CGCS, golf course superintendent at
the Royal Poinciana Golf Club, Naples, Florida, is
regarded as one of the top superintendents in the Naples
area. And now, Clint’s daughter, 13-year-old Theresa, an
eighth grade student at Pine Ridge Middle School, is
regarded as “Collier County’s Top Speller.”

Theresa Smallridge defeated four other contestants in
less than 20 minutes during the Naples Daily News Col-
lier County Spelling Bee Championship held in the stu-
dio of Palmer Cablevision on Saturday, April 4, 1987.
Four students, including Theresa made it into the finals.
It was noted that being in front of the cameras caused a
case of nerves in the remaining four good spellers. And
as the almost equally nervous parents (including Clint)
observed, 32 words were spelled . . . four of them incor-
rectly . .. before Miss Smallridge was crowned champion.
She spelled a dozen words including “pulley” which
tripped the runner-up.

The contest was decided when Theresa correctly spelled
“pulley” and then followed with the correct spelling of
the final word “chivalry.” A complete list of her words
during the competition is as follows: “herring,” “alien,”
“amateur,” “beggar,” “Knapsack,” “burglar,” “scrump-
tious,” “eerily,” “biscuit,” “hymn,” “pulley” and
“chivalry.”

BLACKROCK
PAVING CORP.

a Haverland Company

Golf Course
Paving Specialists!

NEW CART PATHS
PATCHING - OVERLAYS

CLUBHOUSE PARKING LOTS
SEALED & STRIPPED

NEW! 3 Step Asphalt Surface
Treatment to Enhance the Appearance &
Prolong the Life of Your Pavement

305-736-4081

Boynton Beach, Florida
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Theresa is certain to face some stiff competition again,
when she travels to Washington, D.C. on May 25, 1987,
to represent Collier County in the Scripps Howard
National Spelling Bee. Students from all across the Uni-
ted States will converge on Washington, all, with the
hopes of walking away the winner.

The Naples Daily News, local sponsor of the event, will
pay Miss Smallridge’s way to Washington. Clint plans to
accompany his daughter. Theresa also was presented
with a set of the Encyclopedia Britannica, the Random
House Dictionary of the English Language and Webs-
ter’s Collegiate Thesaurus. Theresa enjoys chorus, jazz
dancing, track and softball. She also hopes to have time
to visit Congress while in Washington.

We, at The Florida Green, want to give our congratula-
tions to Theresa and we also want to sincerely apologize
to her for any misspelled words in this article. B

Beautiful and smiling Theresa Smallridge is the Collier
County Spelling Champion.

Pree—S T

Theresa feels the pressure of competition at Palmer
Cablevision.
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.

odd father Clint Smallridge (left) stands with

friend
and owner of Naples Beach Hotel Henry Watkins.



