
Years of excellent, long-
lasting performance have 

made CHIPCO® 26019 
fijngicide the leader in its field. 

When its your business to keep turf 
healthy and handsome, you don't 
wait for disease to break out. You 
strike first and play for keeps. 

That's why thousands of super-
intendents base their disease control 
programs on CHIPCO 26019 
fijngicide. 

It's unsurpassed at controlling the 
major turf diseases, like Helmintho-
sporium Leaf Spot and Melting Out, 
Dollar Spot, Brown Patch, Fusarium 
Blight, Red Thread, Fusarium Patch 
and Gray and Pink Snow Molds. 

And it stays on the job longer, 
giving up to 28 days of protection for 
a lower cost per day 

Add a few extras—no phytotoxicity 
low toxicity pesticide compatibility 
and no corrosiveness—and you've got 
a fijngicide that's earned its place as 
the standard of the industry 

Use CHIPCO 26019 this season and 
you'll stay with it for a long time 
to come. 

Rhone-Poulenc Inc., Agrochem-
ical Division, Monmouth Junction, 
NJ 08852 . [t^RHONE POULEMC 

CHIPCO® is a registered trademark of Rhone-Poulenc Inc. 

Gnpco 
26019 

Taking care of business. 



THE GAME 
and the Golf Course Superintendent 

by WILLIAM C. CAMPBELL 
President, USGA 

I ask you, what is more important to any golf club or 
course, or to those who play there, than a friendly 
understanding by the golfers of the course superintend-
ent's role, their recognition of his various problems, and 
their appreciation of his contributions to their enjoy-
ment of the game? 

To encourage that understanding, recognition, and apprecia-
tion, I would like to tell what I think most golfers should 
know about their course superintendent and what he 
does for their course and for them, because I greatly 
respect the superintendent's role and I doubt that he 
gets the credit that he deserves. I want to do something 
about it. 

As past Chairman of the USGA Green Section Commit-
tee, and having been on and off the Executive Commit-
tee for the past 20 years, I am confident that the USGA 
shares my views. Here they are, in no particular order; 
some are obvious, but I'll list them anyway: 

• The golf course superintendent is charged with the 
responsibility for the care of the most important asset 
that a club possesses, which is the golf course itself. 

• The superintendent's job is difficult at best, and even 
worse at times, in that his results are influenced by 
weather and other factors beyond his control, and com-
plicated by human nature. 

• The superintendent's performance cannot be quanti-
fied. His expenditures can be checked against the 
budget, but there is no Stimpmeter or other numerical 
means to measure how successful or unsuccessful, or 
how lucky or unlucky, he has been in caring for his 
course. 

• The final test is the degree of satisfaction of those who 
play his course — which is such a subjective considera-
tion that the superintendent simply cannot please all of 
the people all of the time. For example, I happen to like 
firm, fast greens and closely cut fairways, regardless of 
color, whereas my wife may prefer soft greens of 
medium pace and lush, green fairways — but that's 
because she is better at tennis than golf. 

• For these and other reasons, everyone who plays at 
his course should give the superintendent the benefit of 
any doubt. After all, he certainly knows more about the 
golf course than they do as a group, and probably more 
than any one person who plays there — unless, that is, 
the superintendent has the disadvantage of not himself 
being a golfer, or of not playing occasionally on the 
course for which he is responsible. The superintendent 
should be a golfer — not necessarily a good one, like 
Bob Mitchell of The Greenbrier or Bill Whitaker of Sem-
inole — but a regular player of the game who under-
stands and respects it. I happen to be a member of both 

of those clubs, and I know that their courses' outstand-
ing playing characteristics have been enhanced by Bob's 
and Bill's expert knowledge and love of the game even 
more than by the demonstrated ability of each of them 
to play it well. Bob Mitchell is a former President of the 
Golf Course Superintendents Association. He is now 
Director of Grounds at The Greenbrier and a regular 
competitor in the West Virginia Amateur. Bill Whitaker 
is a past National Lefthanders Champion and former 
regular Army sergeant who handles his men effectively. 
Bill studies Seminole's greens by Stimpmeter readings, 
but also by his own putting practice as he checks var-
ious greens after they have been mowed — which may 
be why he putts so well, at least on smooth, fast surfa-
ces, like Seminole's. The superintendent's personal involve-
ment in the game will be well known to the golfers at his 
course. You can be sure that Messrs. Michell and Whi-
taker, as outstanding superintendents, have even more 
credibility because they are respected also as golfers. 

• Recently I was pleased to learn that when the board of 
my home club, in Huntington, West Virginia, was search-
ing for a superintendent, they were able to recruit Dean 
Watkins from nearby Berry Hills, in Charleston, who not 
only plays the game reasonably well, but is also Presi-
dent of the West Virginia Section of the GCSAA. 

• I think the superintendent should have a continuity of 
contact with someone representing the club's board or 
its ownership who ideally should have some knowledge 
of agronomy, but certainly a love for the game and an 
abiding interest in good course conditions. Such a green 
or course committee chairman should not be replaced 
so long as he is responsibly discharging his duties and 
the course shows it. His most important function may 
be to communicate with the superintendent and to sup-
port him. The superintendent has a lonely job and he 
needs someone in authority with whom to discuss things 
and even vent his frustrations, which are inevitable. 

• At best, however, club boards come and go, and 
sooner or later the green or course committee chairman 
may go, too, while the superintendent is still there. 
Because of this turnover of club officials, it is up to the 
superintendent from year to year to assert the strongest 
single influence on the playability of his course. Other 
things being equal, his essential role as keeper of the 
playing standards makes the critical difference in any 
comparison of golf courses and, in the end, of superin-
tendents. I would bet that at the courses with the best 
playability, the superintendents either play golf there 
regularly or at least are serious students of the game as 
well as of their own profession. 

• The most successful superintendents keep up with 
developments of the game and their profession by using 
all available resources. They are active in their profes-
sional associations at various levels, they attend educa-

(continued on page 52) 



Harbour Town Golf Links, Sea Pines Plantation, 18th hole 
(458 yards — par 4) 

The real star of 
this tournament 
was the turf. 

It was overseeded with MARVlLGRttH ! 
The game was great. But the turf was sensational! 
Because Steve McCloud, Golf Course Superinten-
dent of Harbour Town Golf Links, Sea Pines Plan-
tation, overseeded with a Marvelgreen blend. 
Marvelgreen was chosen at this Hilton Head 
resort for several reasons: it germinates quickly to 
provide an early cover of fine-leafed, dense, fair-
way turf. And on the greens, Marvelgreen promises 

a smooth, grain-free putting surface. It looks great 
throughout the winter season, and provides an easy 
spring transition. 
Marvelgreen blends contain just the right amount 
of the leading turf-type ryegrass varieties: Palmer, 
Prelude and Yorktown II. Marvelgreen is used at 
some of the most prestigious courses in the coun-
try. And it performs long after the game is over. 

f 
LOFTS 

Lofts Inc. 
R n u n r l R r n n k N I Oft 8 0 R Watson Distributing Company Lofts/Maryland Sunbelt Seeds, Inc. 

™ ' ~ Houston Dallas San Antonio Beltsville, MD 20705 Norcross, GA 
(201) 356-8700 • (800) 526-38 90 (713)771-5771 (214)438-3733 (512)654-7065 (301)937-9292 (800) 522-7333 • (404) 448-9932 



How to grow a go] 
where you're lucky to 
Anyone who's tried knows that sustaining 

thick, healthy turfgrass in the state of Florida 
can be a real struggle. 

The problem, of course, is in the soil. Or, 
more accurately, what's not in the soil. 

Because, at best, most Florida soils do a 
lousy job of rptainjng the nutrients grasses 

need to thrive. 
| To make up 
for this deficiency, 
there's the new 
Grace Professional 
Turf Nutrition 
Program. 

Maintaining growth takes more than just 
the right fertilizer. 

Whether you're looking to improve the 
maintenance of your existing course, or setting 
out to build a new one, call us. But don't expect 
us just to send you a load of fertilizer. 

What we will send you is someone who 
understands the complexities of Florida soils 
and knows how to deal with them. 

Someone who understands the difficulties 
of nurturing the different varieties of turf grasses. 

Someone with experience to develop a 
professional turf nutrition program suited pre-
cisely to your course. 

Fifty years of custom blending. 
If the solution calls for custom-blended 

formulations, we can supply them. In fact, 
Grace has been custom blending 
fertilizers for Florida soils for 
over fifty years. 

But, chances are, we'll al-
ready have the formulations you 
need. From one of three standard ***** 
Grace For Greens fertilizers, to the hundreds 
of Grace For Fairways blends. 

It's a balanced line of nutrition products 



fcourse in a place 
grow anything at all. 

Nitrogen Release 
100 

developed specially for Florida golf courses. 
And, thanks to an 
ingredient called 
Nitroform® it's not 
only balanced, it's 
efficient. 

Using nature's own slow-release process. 
Nitroform is an organic fertilizer contain-

ing 38% nitrogen. But 
less than one-third of 
this nitrogen is released 
through hydrolysis. In-
stead, it's released to 
growing plants through 
a slow and natural 
conversion by bacteria 
living in the soil. 

And, since it's less 

GRACE 
FOR GREENS 

affected by water, Nitroform resists leaching, 
even during periods of heavy rainfall. So it 
stays in the soil, feeding your turf at safe, pre-
dictable rates throughout the growing season. 
Without early flushes. A n d without fears of 
burning. 

So if you want to grow, let alone maintain, 
a golf course in soils like these, get the fertil-
izers made for soils like these. The Grace 
Professional Turf Nutrition Program. 

Call us, toll free, at 1-800-432-6977. O r 
write W.R. Grace & Co., P O Box 
1210, Fort Pierce, Florida 33454. 

You won't get a high pres-
sure sales pitch. Just a better way 
to grow. 

GRACE 
Not just the right fertilizers.The right people. 

GRACE 
FOR FAIRWAYS 



That's right! All of us have seen it before — that 
unacceptable area in our fairways or lawn. Just 
as important, an area where chemicals have 
been over-applied and a burned condition exists, 
and that can mean extra work for you. C It's 
difficult to spray accurately and consistently on 
golf courses because every golf course is made 
up of countless slopes, contours, and bends. But 
with Blazon™ Spray Pattern Indicator you can 
take the guesswork out of spraying, forever. 
C All you do is add Blazon™ right to your spray 
tank; it's totally compatible with the chemicals 
you use. It reduces lost time by quickly identify-
ing a clogged nozzle, untreated or overlapped 
areas. In addition, Blazon™ is temporary and 
non-staining. C Blazon™ Spray Pattern Indica-
tor is the new solution to a never-ending prob-
lem. So contact the distributor nearest you for 
the product that has taken an art and turned it 
into a science—4 4 The Professional Solution 
for Professionals"... 

Bla*on 
i 

SPRAY PATTERN INDICATOR 

In Florida Call: 

GULF SHORE TURF SUPPLY HARRELL'S, INC. SOUTHERN MILL WOODBURY TIECO, INC. 

Pensacola, Florida Lakeland, Florida CREEK PRODUCTS CHEMICAL CO. Pensacola, Florida 

(904) 968-0731 (813) 687-2774 Tampa, Florida Princeton, Florida (904) 434-5475 

(800) 282-8007 (813) 626-2111 (305) 258-0421 J M M 

(800) 432-8717 (800) 432-3411 

MILL IKEN 
Milliken Chemical, Division of Milliken & Company, RO. Box 817, Inman, South Carolina 29349, (800) 845-8502 CHEMICALS 

"Let Blazon take the guesswork 
out of spraying: 



Control boxes 
for turf 
irrigation 
systems 
Plymouth irrigation boxes are made of a strong, tough 
thermoplastic material especially suitable for 
underground use. They're lighter in weight, easier to 
handle and less brittle than the cast iron or concrete 
boxes. And, the covers feature molded-in green 
color to blend-in-with rather than stick-out-of your 
turf. Rectangular boxes have snap locking covers; 10" 
round boxes have twist lock covers; and 6" round 
boxes have snap fitt ing covers. All boxes 
nest for simplified storage. AMETEK, 
Plymouth Products Division, 502 
Indiana Avenue, Sheboygan, Wl 53081. 
(414) 457-9435. 

PLYMOUTH PRODUCTS DIVISION 

rectangular 
box 

REPRESENTED IN FLORIDA BY: 
RICHARD DUNN 
R&D ASSOCIATES 
502 N.W. 7th Street 
Delray Beach, FL 33444 
(305) 278-5271 

7%" 
6" round box 

* 9" dia. 

131/4" 
10" round box 

Boxes stocked in Tampa 
for immediate delivery 
throughout Florida. 



The Future of Golf 
Tournament 

On May 11, 1985 the Palm Beach Chapter Golf Course 
Superintendents' Association held its fourth annual 
"Future of Golf' Tournament to raise money for turf 
research and junior golf programs. Once again, the beauti-
ful Golf and Racquet Club at Eastpointe hosted the 
event, as they have done for all the "Future of Golf' tur-
naments since its inception in 1982. 

Tournament Chairman and course superintendent Gary 
Grump had the golf course in flawless playing condition, 
and Director of Golf Bob Komarinetz and Head Golf 
Professional Don Schultz perfectly orchestrated the 
event's proceedings. 

The format was a 4-man scramble, and the winning team 
of Fred Klauk, Larry Mueller, Kerry Schwencke, and 
Dave Craft posted a superb effort of 16-under par. Each 
man received a beautiful plaque and a gift certificate for 
$60. Close behind at 15-under was the team of Kevin 
Downing, Mike LeFebre, Rusty Carr, and Mark Jarrell. 

Following the tournament, the players enjoyed a sump-
tious buffet dinner where numerous door prizes were 
given away in addition to the prizes awarded to the top 
8 teams. Nearly everyone left with a prize, and all left 
with good feelings about the tournament and its pur-
pose. All the proceeds from this tournament are put 
back into the game of golf through programs doing 
research on the problems that plaque our golf courses 
and through junior golf programs which help ensure that 
the future of golf is, indeed, bright. 

This year over $6,000 was netted to donate to these var-
ious organizations. This brings the total to over $22,000 
that the Palm Beach GCSA has donated for turf re-
search and junior golf through the "Future of Golf' 
Tournaments since 1982. 

Special thanks are due the many area merchants and 
golf course suppliers who purchased sponsor signs at 
$100 each to make this tournament a success, the area 
golf clubs who donated merchandise for door prizes, 
and to the members and staff at The Golf and Racquet 
Club at Eastpointe for the use of their outstanding facil-
ity and their hard work in hosting this event. • 

The winning team at 16 under par: from I to r: Fred Klouk, 
Dave Craft, Larry Miller, Kerry Schwencke. 

2nd place team at 15 under par: from I to r: Kevin Downing, 
Mark Jarrell, Mike Lefebre, Rusty Carr. 

From left to right: Cheryl Sandy (now Mrs. Mark Jarrell), 
Channell 12's Reg Miller, Tani Sandy (Cheryl's sister). 

FOR MAXIMUM TURFGRASS AT MINIMUM EXPENSE! 
EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL 
SOIL TESTING ANALYSIS 

ROBERT L WIUJCOX PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

S1A-GREEN 

1261 S.W. 27th Plac e (305) 736"2056 QUALITY FERTILIZERS SINCE 1904 
Boynton Beach, Ha. 33435 



A & L 
to Offer In-House 

Nematode Analysis 

A & L Southern Agricultural Laboratories is pleased to 
announce it will offer fast, in-house nematode assays to 
the turf industry, starting in mid-January. The Fort 
Lauderdale-base laboratory-consulting firm will provide 
nematode testing in addition to soil, plant, water, and 
disease analyses 

A & L formerly did nematode work via their Richmond 
laboratory. The delicate nature of nematode samples 
makes shipping them long distance impractical, as the 
nematodes can die and decompose in transit. The accu-
racy of such tests can suffer if the samples are exposed 
to heat or drying. By doing the assays right here in Flor-
ida, superintendents can ship nematode samples by 
UPS or another carrier overnite, with good assurance 
that the samples will arrive in good shape. 

Speed is vital in nematode work. A fast lab can give the 
superintendent quick information that can be so crucial 
in making turf management decisions. A & L will phone 
your nematode results as soon as they're complete if 
you request, and they are proud to offer this new ser-
vice to FLORIDA'S TURF INDUSTRY. 

"Florida Golf Day Extends 
to Florida Golf Week" 

For the last two years your Florida G.C.S.A. has been 
sopnsoring the fund raising efforts focused around "Flor-
ida Golf Day." The efforts that have been displayed by 
many golf courses around the state should be com-
mended and hopefully they will continue to show their 
support. In the year of 1986 we have lengthened the time 
frame to one full week in order to accommodate the 
clubs or superintendents that were not able to have an 
event on the one day that was previously selected. Flor-
ida Golf Week will be held on April 1 thru April 7. This 
week has been selected since it falls just prior to the 
Masters Tournament and the interest in golf and the 
beauty of the golf course is at an all time high. 

In the past many clubs have been successful by sponsor-
ing a closest to the pin contest or just running some sort 
of small tournament that can generate a return of 200 to 
500 dollars per club. If we can get this type of support 
from only twenty-five per cent of Florida's clubs we can 
generate between 35,000 and 90,000 dollars. Folks, that 
kind of money can help the research programs a great 
deal. 

The attractive posters advertising the Florida Golf 
Week will soon be distributed to each chapter through-
out the state to help stimulate golfer interest. Good luck 
with your efforts. 

LIQUID/AG 
SYSTEMS INC. 

Pompano Beach 

(305) 971-0022 
Ft. Myers 

(813) 332-5565 

We take great pride in having developed the concepts and promoted the 
widespread acceptance of fertigation on turfgrass in Florida. 

For over eleven years we have been at the leading edge of nutritional 
technology and TOTAL CONCEPT SERVICE, providing: * 

* Highest quality, prescription mixed clear liquid fertilizers. 

* Dependable flow sensing, metering and injection systems. 

* Proven nutritional programs. 

FLORIDA TOLL FREE NUMBER 

1-800-432-2249 



Watching Your Tees & Q's 

By: Bud White 
Southeastern Director 
USGA Green Section 

Groom That Bent! 
With the significant increase of bent overseeding on 
bermudagrass greens in south Florida, there has been 
somewhat less than adequate grooming of that bent 
during the winter months. Bent is a very delicate type 
cool season grass that requires specific cultural man-
agement to produce the highest quality putting surface 
when compared to ryegrass, fescues or roughstalk blue-
grasses. Some even believe no grooming is required at 
all as the bentgrass has a very low vigor and therefore 
will not tolerate active grooming. 

Actually, the contrary is true. Bentgrass does require 
some specific grooming during the winter and early 
spring months to provide the maximum quality playing 
surface and the best putting speeds possible. One of the 

big reasons that bentgrass has been used as an over-
seeding is to increase the putting smoothness and put-
ting speed during the overseeding period. Therefore, 
proper grooming is essential to maximize the speed 
which is the ultimate purpose of bentgrass usage. 

Basically, the winter and spring months should consist 
of an active grooming period with the use of very light 
topdressings and brushes on the putting green mowers. 
The brushings used about three times per week and set 
at a height dependent on green undulations and the 
traffic amounts are very crucial in keeping the bent-
grass at an upright growth habit and maximizing surface 
uniformity. This also helps keep the bentgrass from 
establishing too much lateral growth which in turn helps 
the surface uniformity and quality. 

• BEAUT GREEN • PENETROL • KICK IN THE G R A S S • . 
/ 

CHEMICAL CO., INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FLA. 33679 

CALL COLLECT 813-839-3363 
• c/VOS DNIddVH N 3 3 H O * ddO 3 W I H O * 0 3 0 IN.XOON^ 1 

Light topdressings at about 1/8 cu. yd./lOOO sq. ft. peri-
odically during the growing season will further improve 
surface smoothness and be very beneficial in promoting 
the best quality bentgrass surface possible. The bent-
grass has a stoloniferous-type growth habit and there-
fore light topdressings help promote a vertical growth 
habit much more vigorously. These light topdressings, 
as mentioned above, can be carried out about every 
three to four weeks during the growing season for improve-
ment of the overall surface. 

Again, everyone using bent overseeding should very 
carefully evaluate their grooming programs and con-
sider a combined program of very light topdressings 
and the use of brushes. You will find that the use of 
these very stiff or even metal bristle brushes on the 
greens mowers are excellent aids with the bentgrass 
overseeding. Light, vertical mowings with the triplex 
units can be used in the late spring when it is time to 
thin the bentgrass and allow the bermudagrass to rees-
tablishing a predominant cover. However, prior to this 
time period, the brushing serves as a very vital groom-
ing tool without being too vigorous or even detrimental 
to the more tender bentgrass. 

Experiment with these grooming practices this winter. I 
am sure you will find that their combined efforts will 
improve even an already excellent putting surface. • 
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