1936, as a lad of 16, looking for work at the height
of the Florida depression. He was trained as a
landscape nursery man and adapted to the course
perfectly. Nathaniel Reed said about Bob Hurst, ““I
have had the privilege of working with Bob for 23
years; our friendship has never waivered and I hold
him in high respect.”

Ray Goodman is the assistant golf course
superintnedent.

The course was expanded to 18 holes under Bob
Hurst’s time with several course architects adding
their influence. Earnest Smith did the early work.
Pete Dye rebuilt 9 greens including the 12th hole
which is one of the first southern golf holes built
with railroad cross ties; the year was 1966. This
issues’ cover-hole, the 14th, was rebuilt last sum-
mer with the Fazios. Nathaniel Reed says, “I
wanted the green to be “‘in’’ the Indian River.”
When you stand on the tee you know the goal was
achieved.l

Bob Hurst inspects greens overseeded with bent
and saber on Tifgreen 328.
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Editorial

Today’s golf course construction and maintenance is an expansive proposition. During the stages of
planning and construction the foundation is laid that will imminently determine the character of the golf
course and the amount of money it will cost to properly maintain it.

The scenario of poor greens on new and older courses is not uncommon. In many cases the greens have to
be rebuilt at astronomical cost. Ask any number of golf course superintendents to evaluate their irrigation
system and you will probably ascertain that: (1) The system is not totally adequate; (2) It wasn’t built
exactly to specifications; (3) The as-built isn’t completely accurate; (4) It is expensive to maintain.

The majority of maintenance complexes traditionally are referred to as barns and they look like it. Devoid
of proper design, their lack of efficiency and storage space adds greatly to the cost of maintenance and
ultimately affects the condition of the golf course. What then is the solution to these and other problems?
To circumvent these costly errors an experienced qualified golf course superintendent should be hired and
involved with the construction of the new golf course. Included among the superintendent’s duties would
be the following:

(1) The superintendent would be the owners representative for contracts concerning the golf course.
(2) The superintendent would oversee the design and construction of the maintenance complex.

(3) The superintendent would oversee the design and construction of the irrigation system.

(4) The superintendent would oversee the construction of the greens, tees, fairways, drainage, etc.

The golf course architect can be very instrumental in obtaining these job objectives. He is usually the first
contact a club has when they are seeking to build a golf course. Because of his professional image and
rapport with his clientele, he is in a position to recommend the hiring of a qualified golf course superin-
tendent before construction begins. Through the architect’s contacts he knows several qualified ap-
plicants and by ensuring the superintendent’s early involvement, he does a service for the club and him-
self. Many new golf course owners rely on the architect to over see all construction details but the architect
will be the first to tell you he can’t be there on a daily basis. The club needs someone other than a con-
tractor to ensure their course will be built exactly to specifications. No much in greens, no buried tree
stumps in fairways, no shortcut on the irrigation system. The superintendent will not leave the job when it
is completed. He, the architect and the owners have to live with the results.

Today a few architects have already implemented the procedure of hiring a golf course superintendent
before construction. As natural resources continue to dwindle, fuel cost remains unstable and water
becomes a more precious commodity — the necessity for a well designed and efficient golf course is of
paramount importance. For the future success and continued growth of golf, let’s hope the architects
communicate these points to their clientele. We will all be the better for it.
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The Palmer

Overseeding
Method

Arnold Palmer and Jim Ellison, Bay
Hill’s Superintendent, are very care-
ful when choosing an overseeding
mixture. Some of the world’s top
golfers have played at Bay Hill in
Orlando, and they’ve come to expect
certain standards.

To help maintain the Bay Hill image,
Palmer and Ellison use Marvelgreen. And
so do some other prestigious courses:

® Fairfield Harbor Country Club, NC

® Hounds Lake Golf Course, SC

® Port Royal Golf Course, SC

® Augusta Country Club, GA

® Jekyll Island Golf Course, GA

® Marshwood at the Landings, GA

® Amelia Island Plantation Golf Course, FL
® Killearn Estates Golf Course, FL

® St. Andrews of the Gulf, MS

® Eden Isle Country Club, LA

Marvelgreen is also being used at the PGA
TOUR Tournament Players Club, Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL, Allan MacCurrach,
Agronomist; Bobby Weed, Superintendent.

L "\0 Marvelgreen is a product
of Lofts Inc. and
Great Western Seed Co., Inc.

LOFTS | Lofts Inc.
Bound Brook, NJ 08805 @ (800) 526-3890




