





Are the days of just good old-fashioned golf clubs over? I doubt it
and would shudder to think it so, but I've got to say that increased
amenities and increased value for your customers is steering

the ship right now. Should a golf course superintendent care? I
think the answer is yes and I think as the manager of the biggest
asset that your club has, you should be paying close attention to
everything that is orbiting around what used to be, and maybe still
is, the driving force for your customers to be enjoying time at your
facility.

It would be really easy to shrug off the fact that there are 100
people either playing or watching at the tennis mixer tonight or
that more people visited the fitness center today than there were
tee times or, lastly, that an amenity like bocce is a waste of time
and not something you need to know about or even care about.
I think it's important that you do care. You should be able to talk
the talk all around the club. Your members and customers will
appreciate it.

If you want someone to be interested in you, be interested in them.
How better to do that than to be a team player and support the
many activities that are going on all around you at your facility.
Take a highlighter and mark down a few special events that you
think would be good to visit and let your members know that
you're not just the person out there watering and mowing the
grass.

You're the person that manages their golf course and you've got
an interest in their total club experience. Talk about the weather,
the food in the clubhouse and, dare I say, maybe a candid discus-
sion about the golf course. You may find that in a different setting
it’s easier and less contentious to talk about the course and what it
is you do. Ultimately, whatever conversations come out of it will
probably be positive because you are there, and you are interested
and in return the people you are standing beside will be glad you
are.

Ok, I know, I know...who’s got the time? We all struggle with
that. Start by really understanding your organization and learning
about all of the activities that are out there. Newsletters, member
emails, monthly staff meetings, industry magazines, there are
many ways to know what's happening. Turn up at an event or
two. Heck, don't stay for the whole thing or they’ll think you don’t
have a life. But stay for a while, shake some hands and greet as
many people as you can. Watch, talk, enjoy and slip away back to
the shop when the time is right. You'll get the hang of it and your
members will be glad to see you being part of the success and the
future that is happening right now at your club.

The “boom” is back but it’s broader than before. So, let’s grow with
the times. What we do depends on it. l

- Kyle Sweet is certified golf course superintendent at The Sanctuary
Golf Club on Sanibel Island

Turf Conversion & Landscape

Club Care specializes in the installation of annuals at golf courses across the state of Florida. We
boast professional install teams, high quality plant material, and speedy installations. Offering
small scale landscape projects, cordgrass and palmetto trimming, and turf conversion.

ClubCareFlorida.com n

Find us on:

facebook

239.332.0015
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IN THE N\

Excerpts from press coverage on people in the world of golf course maintenance in Florida.

A

Steve Rodgers
Wildwood Golf and RV Resort

Tallahassee Democrat, February 20

Wildwood owners Susan and David McQuary announced that
Wildwood has a new course superintendent. Steve Rodgers will
begin duties this week and has a vast amount of experience in
southern golf. Steve comes to Wildwood with a great resume

as he is licensed and certified in chemicals and is a superb golf
course mechanic.

Darren Davis, CGCS
Olde Florida Golf Club

Naples Daily News, February 27

Southwest Florida golf has a new representative. A familiar
face, but now one with a true nationwide reach. Olde Florida
Golf Club superintendent Darren Davis has been elected the
president of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America.

Davis has been in the organization 28 years and is a past-
president of the Everglades GCSA and of the Florida GCSA and
Florida Turfgrass Association. He received the Distinguished
Service Award from the Florida GCSA in 2004, and received the
Turfgrass Association’s Wreath of Grass - its highest award - in
2011.

“Becoming president is a privilege that I don't take lightly,” Davis
said in a release. “I hope I am able to give the association back
even a fraction of what it’s given to me”

In an article in Golf Course Management magazine profiling his
election, Davis urged keeping current assistant superintendents
in the industry and preparing and helping them become head
superintendents. In addition to his presidency, Davis also is serv-
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DON'T LET LAST YEAR'S SEDGE
BETHIS YEAR'S PROBLEM

First in its category to provide pre-emerge control of perennial
sedges while also providing Industry standards for Poa annua,
Crabgrass and Goosegrass pre-emerge control.

ing as chairman of the organization’s Student Task Group. “This
industry needs smart, talented students the same way it needs
smart, talented assistants if we want to be ready for the future,”
Davis said in the article.

Director of golf Tom Wildenhaus, former NFL coach Mike
Ditka, who was one of the founders of Olde Florida, and course
architect Rees Jones also discuss Davis in the article. “It comes
down to leadership,” Ditka said. “A football coach has got to be a
leader. Hes got to be out front. He’s got to be the guy in control.
He’s got to be the boss. And that’s exactly what Darren is. He’s
the guy out front”

Tim Cann
Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country Club

Craig Weyandt
The Moorings at Hawk's Nest

TCPalm, March 1

Golfers at Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country Club have more
incentive than most to “keep it in the fairways.” Some of the
holes at the course in St. Lucie County north of Palm City are
bordered by wetlands, and folks at Harbour Ridge take protect-
ing their wetlands very seriously.

“You stay out of the wetlands, even if your ball goes in there,”
said Tim Cann, director of greens and ground maintenance at
the club. “You take a drop instead. And the worst thing a golfer
wants is another stroke on his score card”

As one of eight Treasure Coast golf courses certified by Audubon
International’s Cooperative Sanctuary Program, Harbour Ridge
cares about more than wetlands. Despite news in early February
that construction of a golf club partially owned by basketball
legend Michael Jordan near Hobe Sound was polluting the South
Fork of the St. Lucie River, courses generally are good environ-




mental stewards, said Edie Widder, lead scientist and founder
of the Ocean Research and Conservation Association in Fort
Pierce.

ORCA developed a map showing “hot spots” of nutrients flow-
ing into the Indian River Lagoon around Vero Beach. The areas
around two Audubon-certified courses - Vero Beach Country
Club and The Moorings Yacht and Country Club - are surpris-
ingly “cool” “Yeah, we were pretty surprised, given that we as-
sumed golf courses use a lot of fertilizer;” Widder said.

Turns out over-fertilizing isn't just bad for the environment, it’s
bad for golf courses, said Craig Weyandt, course superintendent
at The Moorings. “The role of a golf course superintendent is

to maintain the turf and to keep it healthy, not to grow grass,”

he said. “Feed turfgrass too much nitrogen, for example, and it
depletes the carbohydrate reserves in the plant. It would be like a
doctor making a patient sick”

Most golf courses, even if they’re not Audubon certified, are
good stewards of the environment, said Ed Skvarch, St. Lucie
County Extension Service director and commercial horticul-
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ture agent, who teaches best management classes to golf course
superintendents and other workers.

Jimmy Alston
Eagle Creek Golf and Country Club

Naples Daily News, March 20

Tiger Woods’ runner-up finish in the Valspar Championship

a couple of weeks ago was at Innisbrook Resort’s Copperhead
Course, designed by Lawrence Packard. Naples’ Eagle Creek
also was designed by Packard. “We are the only golf course in
southwest Florida to be originally designed by Larry Packard,”
golf course superintendent Jimmy Alston said. “Larry Packard
was considered the father of the double dogleg on par 5s. He
incorporated this feature in many of his designs, including No.
14 at the Copperhead. Eagle Creek has two such par 5s, our Nos.
1l1and 157 W
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NEWS BRIEFS

Ewing Irrigation Hires Childers

Ewing Irrigation and Landscape Supply has appointed Tom
Childers as the eastern division vice-president. Childers brings
more than 26 years of experience in the landscape and green
industry including business operations and development, sales
and marketing.

Previously, Childers was co-founder and president of Landscape
Today, a sales and marketing agency serving green industry
manufacturers, for nearly four years. Before that he was senior
vice-president of marketing at John Deere Landscapes for nearly
13 years. He also held leadership roles with Toro and Turf Care
Products. Childers earned an M.B.A. in marketing from Ken-
nesaw State University in Georgia and a B.S. in finance from
Auburn University in Alabama.

In addition to Florida, Ewing’s geographic footprint in the east
includes locations in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.

Recertified Recently

Congratulations to Steven Huffstutler and Rusty Wilson on
recently renewing their status as certified golf course superin-
tendents. Huffstutler, from Glen Eagle Golf and Country Club in
Naples, is a member of the Everglades GCSA and Florida GCSA.

People...Products...Knowledge...

Wilson, from Four Seasons Resorts and Hotels in Orlando, is a
member of the Central Florida GCSA and Florida GCSA.

Congratulations also to Tony Brown, from Mallory Hill Golf
Club, and Todd Ronske, with Howard Fertilizer and Chemical,
who were recognized at the 2018 Golf Industry Show for being
certified golf course superintendents for 25 years.

Solitude Unites with FL's Lake Masters

Solitude Lake Management, specializing in lake, pond and
wetland management, fisheries management and related envi-
ronmental services, has expanded its presence by uniting with
Florida-based Lake Masters Aquatic Weed Control. Solitude
welcomes 84 staff members from seven facilities across Florida,
including locations in Fort Myers, Fort Lauderdale, Palm City,
West Palm Beach, Orlando, Tampa and Melbourne.

“We couldn’t be happier to welcome the Lake Masters team to
the Solitude family;” says Solitude chief executive officer Kevin
Tucker. “They’ve always made it a priority to deliver high-quality
solutions, and together we look forward to exceeding the ever-
evolving needs of our Florida clients and the local environment.”

Lake Masters was founded in 1998 to deliver lake, pond, wetland
and upland preserve expertise.

Your Full-Service Turf Management
Partner for 60 Years

From tees to greens, Helena is your full-service nutritionals, bioscience products & turf management partner.
As the leader in adjuvant technology, Helena offers a broad line of wetting agents to maximize the
effectiveness of your inputs. To achieve more from your spray applications, partner with Helena
and find the product that's right for your program.

Aaron Martin Marshall Evans Bill Lanthier Alex Kagnus Karl Schmidt
Golf Golf Golf & Sports Turf Golf & Sports Turf
West Coast Central & Eastern Florida East Coast South South
(404) 863-1386 (843) 319-3262 (772) 486-1701 (561) 632-4626 (561) 676-3774

3P @HCCProfessional nfacebook.comlhelenaprofessional

helenaprofessional.com | Learn more at helenaprofessional.com, featuring more
information on Helena products and services.

Always read and follow label directions. Helena and People..Products...Knowledge... are registered trademarks of Helena Holding Company.

©2017 Helena Holding Company. HPG1017P
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pHAcid - RETRO - CONVERGE

REMEDIATION AND REINSTATEMENT OF SOILS
DAMAGED BY BICARBONATES AND SODIUM

If you are ready to deal with bicarbonates and sodium,
then it's time to do it the RIGHT WAY!

pHAcid

cinverge

pHAcid Sprayable

Repairs soil structure and
improves soil stability
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complexes with sodium that can
be flushed from soil profile

Reduces pH level of soil solution to
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Increases hydration and water sodium bicarbonates that block pore
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i exchange as well as replace and sodium toxicity

Returns uniform patterns of release sodium from soil particle

infiltration and percolation to surfaces

water repellent soils
Creates soil environment that greatly

Removes the build-up of water enhances the ability to establish
repellent organic coating on sand effective "flushing" programs that work
particles the "RIGHT WAY"

Sold Exclusively Through
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TECHNOLOGIES. INC. H Of W A R. D
ertilizer & chemical

WWW.NUMERATORTECH.COM
STAYING ON TOP OF THE TECHNOLOGY EQUATION 800-899-3141



NEWS BRIEFS

Berg and Brooks Travel to GIS

Florida GCSA members Renze Berg and Daniel Brooks attended
this year’s Golf Industry Show in San Antonio, TX thanks to a su-
perintendent grant program from Bayer Environmental Science.
They were part of an additional investment by Bayer this year,
which doubled the number of grants to help superintendents
grappling with significant damages following Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma and Maria.

“By attending the Golf Industry Show, I gained new insight into
products and new techniques,” says Berg, from River Strand Golf
and Country Club in Bradenton. “The few shows I've gone to

in the past have really helped shape the professionalism at my
course. Seeing how other superintendents conduct themselves
and learning what’s working for them at their respective courses
is helpful”

Berg notes that the opportunities for continuing education at the
Golf Industry Show were particularly valuable, helping superin-
tendents not only to understand new ideas but also to develop
relationships with those who have different approaches to turf-
grass management. Brooks, from Shadow Wood Country Club in
Naples, agreed. “It is always great to stay on top of all of the best
new tools available to turfgrass managers,” he says. “It is a great
way to network as well. At events like the Golf Industry Show you
have an opportunity to meet face-to-face with many people in

* Highest salt tolerance of any
commercial Paspalum

)}
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The Perfect Match

« Low ferfilization requirements

|
_L * Performs beautifully on
tegs, fairways or greens

« Can irrigate with high salt
content or gray water
« Fastest recovering Paspalum

SEA ISle

PASPRALUM

For Coastal High-End Golf Courses
Tees, Fairways & Greens

“

South Florida Grassing, inc.
| | Hobe Sound, Florida

772-546-4191
800-483-4279

And HighEnd Reideniol Lo

Info@southfloridagrassing.com
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Renze Berg from River Strand Golf and Country Club, with Bayer's Zachary
Lane and Daniel Brooks from Shadow Wood Country Club..

the golf industry all at once”

As part of his participation at the Golf Industry Show, Brooks
also served as a speaker on a panel discussion on hurricane
recovery. Moderated by Scott Hollister, editor of Golf Course
Management magazine, Brooks and the other panelists discussed
the extent of damage they experienced on their courses as well as
specific efforts they had taken to restore playing surfaces back to
pre-hurricane performance.

“Our goal with the Bayer superintendent grant program has al-
ways been to empower superintendents with the best in continu-
ing education,” Bayer golf segment manager David Wells says.
“We recognized that this year with so many superintendents fac-
ing monumental challenges with hurricane recovery. We wanted
to help by making sure they had access to key learning opportu-
nities at the Golf Industry Show.”

For more information about the program, reach Zachery Lane,
Bayer area sales manager at zachery.lane@bayer.com.

With Sympathy

Members of the Florida GCSA extend sincere sympathies to the
family and friends of Joseph “Teak” Black, 22, of Naples, who
died unexpectedly on February 2. He was the son of longtime
Florida GCSA and Everglades GCSA member Mark Black and
wife, Susan. Mark spent more than 30 years as director of golf
courses and grounds between Quail West Country Club and Bo-
nita Bay Club and is now president of J. Mark Black Consulting.

Donations in Teak Black’s name can be sent to the North Naples
United Methodist Church, 6000 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples,
FL 34109 or to Youth 4 Orphans, 2258 Campestre Terrace,
Naples, FL 34119.



For Custom Soil Amendment
Applications, Dryject °
Applies the Materials
Where YOU Need Them!

By Using Dryject You Can Extend the Life
of Your Greens and Avoid Costly Renovatiouns...
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zone; shattering action vacuum effect created by the hole completely and the surface
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NEWS BRIEFS

Todd Evans Named
Manager of the Year

Todd Evans, director of grounds
operations at ].W. Marriott Marco
Island Beach Resort, has been
honored as golf grounds manager
of the year by Marriott Golf, the
global golf division of Marriott
International with nearly 80 golf
resorts worldwide. The resort also
won Marriott’s golf property of the
year award.

Evans has spent the last 10 years
with the resort achieving record
scores in associate satisfaction, an accident free workplace, chari-
table fundraising and course conditioning measures. A press
release from the company says Evans “continually produces con-
sistent championship tier playing conditions for his guests and
members” Evans also was instrumental in guiding the property
through the preparation and significant recovery for Hurricane
Irma, which made landfall directly on Marco Island.

Todd Evans

The release also said: “He excelled through the criteria for this
award, including items such as overall turfgrass condition, suc-
cessful large-scale renovation or construction projects, member
and guest satisfaction scores, employee satisfaction scores, staff
development and more”

The resort offers guests two private golf courses - the recently
renovated Rookery and Hammock Bay - that have earned Mar-
riott’s environmental sustainability performance award.

The Rookery, recently redesigned by Peter Jacobsen and Jim
Hardy, now features wall-to-wall Platinum paspalum turfgrass;
newly-designed bunker complexes and an upgraded clubhouse
with an “Old Florida” interior theme. Appropriately named The
Rookery, the golf course is nestled in shallow wetlands that at-
tract many bird species.

Gardner Enjoys Golf
As Toro VIP Winner

Sam Gardner, first assistant super-
intendent from Isleworth Country
Club in Windermere, was one of 20
assistants who took part in GCSA A’s
National Golf Championship in San
Antonio, TX in February thanks to
support from The Toro Company.
Gardner was nominated for the VIP
Stay and Play award by his superin-
tendent Sean Dufty. Toro provided
entry into golf tournament events,
accommodations at the J.W. Marri-
ott San Antonio Hill Country hotel
for three nights and meals.

Sam Gardner

“It was an absolutely great experience,” Gardner says. “The op-
portunity to get to know so many people I otherwise would not
have had the chance to meet was wonderful. Everything Toro
put on from dinners to the golf tournament was all top notch.
The golf courses were really good too”

Gardner, in his fifth year at Isleworth, has attended the Golf
Industry Show before when it has been in Orlando, and once in
New Orleans while he was still in college at Western Kentucky
University. His golf game was a “little rusty;” he says, heading to
San Antonio having not played in several months. But he and
partner Joel Juarez from Dryden Park Golf Course in California
still managed to finish third in Flight III of the net division of the
four-ball tournament.

He was surprised to receive a trophy and gift certificate soon
after returning home to Florida. It was some consolation for his
phone effectively being stolen while he was there. A woman he
spoke with when he called his number refused to return it after
she found it on a roadside.
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GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE, INC. ”
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“A Name You Can Trust-
Quality and Service You Can Count

“The Original Installers” Since 1985

Golden Golf Services takes pride « Annuals/Bedding Plants & Installation
in offering quality products and o Annual Bed Prep & Premium Potting Soil
services with affordable prices. « Landscape Plant Sales & Installation
Experience customer service » Mulch and Pinestraw Installation
at its best and save time and » Palmetto Trimming
money! We guarantee each and » Cord Grass Trimming
every job to your satisfaction. « Daily Labor Services with Experienced Workers

Call us today at 239-872-9325 for a FREE estimate—for one or all of our services!

Golden Golf

Services

18111 Parkridge Circle « Fort Myers, FL 33908
239-872-9325 « Fax 239-432-5464

Partners: Walt & Lisa Shirey,
Chocky Warriner
Email: goldengolfl @aol.com




WITH YOU WHEN THE GOING GETS ROUGH.

No matter how goad you are, sooner or later, you'll find yourself in a tough spot. We'll help
get you back on the fairway. With decades of experience, we will use our unmatched
product selection to develop a custom solution for your course. From innovative
problem-solving to exclusive training, discover expertise that can only come from the
green industry’s No. 1 supplier. Partner with us, and let’s grow Stronger Together.
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Contact a SiteOne® expert in your area and partner with us today.

Gary Chaney | Treasure Coast Joseph Richburg Jr. | Orlando Jason Wilkerson | Jacksonville
772.584.7536 | GChaney@SiteOne.com 321.303.3098 | JRichburg@SiteOne.com 904.449.0723 | JWilkerson@SiteOne.com
Stephen Hritsko | Tampa Mark Seigfreid | West Palm Russell Clement | Naples/Ft.Myers
813.299.2724 | SHritsko@SiteOne.com 561.719.3281 | MSeigfreid@SiteOne.com 239.222.5714 | RClement@SiteOne.com
Max McGee | Naples David Sobotka | Sarasota Andy Engelbrecht | South West Florida
239.734.1587 | MMcGee@SiteOne.com 941.737.4126 | DSchotka@SiteOne.com 239.560.0934 | AEngelbrecht@SiteOne.com
Jerome Nickols | Panhandle Chad Williams | Ocala/Villages

251.747.7610 | JNickols@SiteOne.com 321.246.0039 | RWilliams@SiteOne.com

SiteOne.com Irrigation | Lighting | Turf & Landscape Maintenance | Nursery | Golf Course Maintenance | Hardscape | Pest Control




Dolimpio's Dog is A Calendar Star

Colt, as he appears in two calendars this year.

Colt, the Chatahoula mix who serves as “director of animal
control” at Lake Nona Golf and Country Club in Orlando, is
about to enjoy more than his 15 minutes of fame. Instead, Colt’s
time in the spotlight will span
two months - featuring in June,
in TurfNet’s Superintendent’s
Best Friend calendar, and July,
in Lebanon Turf’s Dog Days of
Turf calendar.

He almost didn’t make it to

his first birthday. Owner, Nick
Dolimpio, assistant to Brandon
Richey at Lake Nona, was out
watering greens when he re-
turned to his cart. Colt wasn't to
be seen but Dolimpio often used
the sound of the emergency
brakes to bring him back. Un-
fortunately, the next sound he
heard was entirely unexpected.

Nick Dolimpio and Colt at Lake
Nona Golf and Country Club.

“I ran him over;” Dolimpio says.
“I thought I'd killed him?”

Dolimpio called his wife, Bailey Young, who by chance is a
veterinary technician at a practice about 30 minutes away. Colt
survived with nothing worse than a broken leg. Despite the mis-
hap, Colt has become a valuable member of the team, keeping
sandhill cranes from tearing up turf looking for insects like mole
crickets.

Dolimpio has been at Lake Nona for three years after spending a
year as assistant superintendent in training at Card Sound Golf
Club in Key Largo. He grew up in Pennsylvania and has a turf
degree from Delaware Valley College.

NEWS BRIEFS

Florida GCSA on Show at Golf Day

Steve McMuillen, North Florida PGA Section, chats with GCSAA field
representative Ralph Dain at Florida Golf Day.

Florida GCSA executive director Jennifer Bryan with Jason Frank and Will
Harrell, both of Harrell's Fertilizer.

Golf course superintendents were once again well-represented
at Florida Golf Day in Tallahassee. Florida GCSA president John
Curran from Johns Island Club, board member Andy Jorgensen,
CGCS from On Top of the World and Florida GCSA executive
director Jennifer Bryan led the way with support from GCSAA
field representative Ralph Dain. Representatives from Harrell’s
also mingled with legislators and staff members, telling golf’s
story.

The Florida GCSA is part of the Golf Florida Alliance, a collabo-
ration of leading organizations representing all segments of the
state’s golf industry. Alliance members stressed golf’s economic

and tourism impact, environmental stewardship, charity and the
health benefits.

The game’s direct economic impact in Florida was $8.2 billion
in 2013, an increase from $7.5 billion in 2007 according to a
report by GOLF 20/20. Florida’s golf industry supports more
than 132,000 jobs and $3.6 billion in annual wage income along
with being home to more than 1,000 golf facilities, the most of
any state.
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You don't do just one thing,

so we're here to help you
take care of everything.

We are WinField United. ( h

We've built our company on three promises: service, solutions, and insights. Find Your Local Sales Representative

Through partnerships with the top manufacturers in the world, we can provide a ,
_ _ o _ _ Chad Burkett, Southeast Florida
vast portfolio of solutions to address any active ingredient you might need. We (772)-260-8660

Iso h -notch sal i hat have lived i ighborh . . .
also have top-notch sales representatives that have lived in your neighborhood iz S e ke

for decades. They understand your problems and they are here to help provide (772)-216-7917
programs and answers for them. With tools like GeoTech™, NutriTech and TurfTech,

Doug Raynor, Southwest Florida
we can provide insights to help you be more efficient with your time and energy. (239)-707-9261

Take Advantage of Our Spring Program Bill Lund, Southwest Florida
(239)-340-4712

Gary Cotton, West Florida
(941)-737-0722

Carl Benedict, Central Florida

Order from our line of Gravity® fertilizers and other products tailored for your area
between March 1 and May 1, 2018, and you could qualify for great incentives. Talk
to your local WinField United sales representative to learn more.

New to WinField United? (407)-388-8613

Reach out to your local WinField United sales representative and mention this ad Ken Gagne, Central Florida

during the months of March, April or May and receive 15% off our Gravity® fertilizer, (407)-256-6710

adjuvants, or wetting agent products.” L J

*15% off not available for MSRP or agency products. W I N F I E I D® - -
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS. GeoTech and WinField United -

are trademarks of WinField Solutions, LLC. Gravity and WinField are registered l ' N I T E D

trademarks of WinField Solutions, LLC. ©2018 WinField Solutions, LLC.



The Old Collier
Hosts Regulators

Brian Beckner of Native Bird Boxes helps WIth the regu/atory tour of The Old
Collier Golf Club.

Golf’s positive relationship with the environment was highlight-
ed for governmental regulators during a visit to The Old Collier
Golf Club in Naples in March. Old Collier’s director of agronomy
Todd Draffen hosted a three-hour visit during the annual Florida
Spring Regulatory Tour. The visit focused on golf course pest and
water management.

Draffen and Old Collier
superintendent Riciardo
Uriarte were also sup-
ported by Brian Beckner
of Native Bird Boxes and
superintendents Kyle
Sweet, CGCS a master
naturalist from The
Sanctuary Golf Club and

Copperleaf Golf Club.
GCSAA field representa- |
tive Ralph Dain, USGA | S EEEEty
Green Section southeast |- =
region agronomist Todd s
Lowe and Florida GCSA | -l -
executive director Jen-
nifer Bryan were also
on hand to interact and
answer questions from representatives of the Department of En-
vironmental Protection, Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, the Environmental Protection Agency and
South Florida Water Management District.

Florida GCSA executive director Jennifer
Bryan tries out a superintendent’s “desk.”

NEWS BRIEFS

Applications Now Open
For Business Institute

Golf course superintendents seeking to enhance their business
knowledge can now apply for the 2018 Syngenta Business Institute.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of providing superintendents
with the opportunity to learn and network in an academic setting.

This year’s program runs December 3-6 in Winston-Salem, NC.

Applications close August 14, with places for about 25 superinten-
dents.

Through a partnership with Wake Forest School of Business,
selected participants will spend three days learning from business
school professors about key topics such as financial management,
generational and cultural differences, leadership skills, effective
communication and negotiation tactics.

To be considered, candidates must complete an online application,
which includes relevant work experience and educational back-
ground, as well as a short essay on why they should be selected.
For more information and application details visit www.GreenCas-
tOnline.com/SBI or contact your local Syngenta territory manager.
Successful applicants will be notified in October.
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS

By Ralph Dain, CGCS

ccsSA

First Green Building
Better Understanding

oon, the First Green will
Sfall under the GCSAA

umbrella and an excit-
ing future lies ahead for this
program where superinten-
dents use the golf courses as
an environmental learning lab
for school students. I know
that I have written about it
on a couple of occasions and,
through conversations and
other outreach efforts, have
promoted it on many more.

During the 2017 Golf In-
dustry Show in Orlando, we
conducted a First Green field
trip at Orange Tree Golf Club
hosted by superintendent Rob
Torri. The field trip served as
immersion opportunity for
superintendents, educating
them on how to make use of
the new program and how to
engage the students.

We continued the field trips
earlier this year during GIS
in San Antonio, TX and Scott
MacPhee, Florida GCSA and
GCSAA member and superintendent at Sailfish Point in Stuart,

was there. I am excited to report that MacPhee was so moved by his
experience in San Antonio that he has scheduled a field trip at his
facility to coincide with National Golf Day on April 25. He will call
upon fellow superintendents from the Treasure Coast GCSA to as-
sist in the event as he hosts students from The Pine School in nearby
Hobe Sound.

MacPhee is also hoping to have World Golf Hall of Famer, Nick
Price, help run a station for the students. The students will be
exposed to STEM education and see how lessons they have been
taught in the classroom come to life on the golf course. STEM is the
acronym for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

For example, students will have the opportunity to calculate green
speeds using a Stimpmeter. I know this is just what every superin-
tendent wants....10- to 12-year-olds trying to grasp the concept of
green speed just so they can complain about it in the future! They
will see how math is used to compute green speeds and perhaps
even how to determine the square footage of a putting surface.

By exposing the students to the multiple facets of golf course main-
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A hand goes up with another question at the kind of First Green event Scott MacPhee is about to host at Sailfish
Point Golf Club. In this instance, Steve Kealy is the superintendent hosting kids at Glendale Country Club Bellevue,
WA. (Photo: David Phipps GCSAA regional representative, NW.)

tenance as well as the environmental benefits of a golf course, we
can go a long way to promote the profession in a more positive light.
For MacPhee and Sailfish Point to host this field trip in conjunction
with National Golf Day, could be a great template for future local
activities to help echo the message being delivered in Washington,
D.C.

Golf has such a positive story to tell and I am truly excited that
MacPhee and his club will be delivering that message to numerous
students. Hopefully, the students will take the message home with
them to their parents, who might be watching news coverage of
National Golf Day, helping create a far more accurate portrayal of
what we do on a daily basis

It is my desire that more superintendents will see the benefit of
conducting a First Green field trip at their facility and we can pro-
mote the positives of our profession statewide. If you are intrigued
by the possibility of promoting what you do, please reach out to me
and let’s plan a First Green field trip at your facility and continue to
move the needle in a positive fashion. B

-Ralph Dain is GCSAA regional representative in Florida. You can
reach him at (785) 424-4306 or rdain@gcsaa.org.
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