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Spring Board
Meeting Outcomes

The FGCSA Board is moving forward
with lots of initiatives to serve the mem-
bership. Your cooperation and participa-
tion will go along way to the success of
your organization.

BMPs - The voluntary BMP Certifica-
tion classes will be offered several times
throughout the year and will move
around to various regions to minimize
travel time. All chapters are encouraged
to partner with neighboring chapters to
organize a regional session. Currently on
tap: July 17 West/SW Region at the UF/
IFAS Gulf Coast REC in Wimauma, and
North/East Central Region on August 5
at the First Coast Technical College, Bldg.
C, St. Augustine. Remember the activists
have stated publicly, “Golf is next!” So let’s
document our pro-active stewardship and
get certified in the Golf BMPs.

Government Relations - Fertilizer
Regulation: Cities and counties have

been at odds over “home rule” issues
with the state’s attempt at preempting
local fertilizer regulations that differ from
place to place, creating a nightmare for
turf-related businesses. In the last session
a new bill — HB 999 — was introduced
which contained proposals for a Fertilizer
Review Council to discuss the issue, but

it also included a three-year moratorium
on local regulations while the council had
its meetings. There was much debate over
the language of the bill and, after many
changes to the bill, it finally failed in a
voice vote of the Legislature, but prog-
ress had been made and work is already
beginning for next year.

Nutrient Numeric Criteria: On April 22,
Governor Scott signed into law SB 1808
allowing the FDEP to set water quality
standards (Numeric Nutrient Criteria)
tailored for Florida waters rather than
criteria from the EPA, which is used
throughout the US.

FGCSA Government Relations Com-
mittee: Government Relations Chairman
Greg Pheneger is requesting that each
local chapter appoint a Chapter Govern-
ment Relations Chairman to join with
Greg in forming a strong state Govern-
ment Relations Committee. The commit-
tee will meet monthly or bi-monthly via
conference call. Please notify Jennifer of
your selection.

Nancy Miller, CGCS,
President

FGCSA Golf Championship: The tourna-
ment will be held on Friday, Aug. 23

at Southern Dunes. It is also open to
vendors. See details and sign up at www.
floridagcsa.com.

FGCSA Reception: at the 2014 GIS will
be on Thursday, February 6, 2014 at BB
King’s House of Blues at Pointe Orlando
just across the street and north of the
Convention Center on International
Drive. Reserve the date!

Rounds for Research: The golf industry in
Florida is missing out on a great opportu-
nity to raise funds for turfgrass research,
scholarships and advocacy by not fully us-
ing the Rounds4Research Program being
administered by GCSAA with bidding for
golf rounds posted on bidding for good.
Tell the golfers and members at your club
about the on line auctions at https://www.
biddingforgood.com/auction/Auction-
Home.action?auctionld=189950805.

Also here is the link to the EIFG website
that contains documents that can be
printed and used to advertise the program
atyour club. Please take the time to regis-
ter your course. Our futures may depend
on it! http://www2.gcsaa.org/chapters/
chpmgmt/rounds4research.asp

GCSAA: A new staff position for the gov-
ernment relations department has been
approved for a person to assist Chava
McKeel, associate director of government
relations, with national, state and local
issues.

USGA: The USGA Florida Green Section
as already set venues for next year’s Green
Committee University. Stay tuned for the
times and locations. They will also pro-
vide a one-day seminar during the FTGA
Conference in September.

FGCSA Staff Positions: All FGCSA staff
job descriptions have been re-evaluated
and tentative job descriptions for
Association Manager, Communications
Director and Executive Director have
been developed. They are being finalized
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and will be presented to the Board at the
summer board meeting.

Credit Card Processing: FGCSA has changed
its shopping cart provider and credit card
processing to make it easier to pay online.
You can now pay more than one chapter
dues and event registrations at a time. The
service is available to all chapters, regardless
of who currently collects the dues. FGCSA is
no longer able to charge a processing fee for
credit card payments. The FGCSA will absorb
dues renewal fees on credit cards for all Class
A, SM and C members. However, any fees
assessed for credit card payment made on
affiliate chapter member dues payments and/

or individual chapter events will be adsorbed by

the appropriate chapter.

Member Classifications: FGCSA is reviewing
its classifications to be sure they agree with
the GCSAA dlassifications per our affiliation
agreement. Local chapters affiliated with
GCSAA are encouraged to do the same.

North Florida Chapter

GCSA AW

FOREWARDS

Chapter Secretary/Treasurer Training: Jennifer
is working on scheduling a Secretary/Treasurer
training session for August, possibly via
webcast. Details to come soon.

FLORIDA GOLE INC.: The newly formed
Florida Golf Alliance has been registered with
the state as Florida Golf, Inc. to avoid conflict
with a previously existing organization of that
name. This is the association of Florida’s major
golf organizations for advocacy on golf-related
issues. The five founding members are the
Florida GCSA, North and South Florida PGA
Sections, Florida Chapter of the Golf Managers
Association and the Florida State Golf Association.

And last but not least, congratulations on the
40th Birthday of the Florida Green!

Thank you, Joel, and all of you who through the
years have written, edited, published, mailed
and contributed to the magazine for

making it all possible!

M

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Presents the

FALL CLASSIC
AT AMELIA

Omni Amelia Island Plantation
October 18-19, 2013

Golf Tournament, Education and Reception

More details contact www.nfgcsa.com
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CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE
SourH FLorina GREEN

The first South
Florida Green,
October 1973.
5th hole,

Lost Tree Village.
No photo credit.

With this issue we mark the 40th anniversary of our Florida
golf course superintendent magazine; a classy, quarterly, glossy,
four-color publication representing the news and views of our
profession.

To help put the history of the magazine and FGCSA in
perspective, here is a timeline of the founding and evolution
of all the chapters: 1939 South Florida, 1949 West Coast, 1968
Everglades, 1974 North Florida* (Originally began in the 1960’
as several groups (under various Georgia/Florida combo-named
associations), 1974 Central Florida, 1976 Suncoast, 1978 Palm
Beach, 1980 Treasure Coast, 1990 Ridge, 1991 Seven Rivers and
1999 Calusa.

Originally called The South Florida Green Bulletin, the magazine
was published by the South Florida Golf Course Superintendents
Association beginning in 1973. As noted above, the South Florida
GCSA was organized in 1939 and is the granddaddy of all of our
Florida chapters. Mike Barger was the first editor and was assisted
by Tom Mascaro as the associate editor. Lou Oxnevad was the
chapter president at the time.

Barger and Mascaro managed the publication until 1976 when
Dan Jones was appointed editor. Mascaro continued as the
associate editor until Dr. Max Brown took over that role.

And somewhere along the way Dan’s wife, Irene Jones, began
helping out when it came to gathering and writing stories and
helping assemble the magazine.

These were the days of cut-and-paste layout pages to be
photographed and transferred to metal plates so the rolling
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The first Florida
Green, Summer
1980. Great White
Egret, Key Biscayne
GC. Photo by Harry
McCartha. Cover
photos in the late
19805 and early
19905 also included
people and places
like GIS host cities.
After that, the covers
focused solely on golf
course landscapes.

presses could print the pages. Virtually every flat surface in the
Jones home became a workspace during deadline time. The
April 1980 issue was the last issue of the South Florida Green.
During these late 1970s, photographers Harry McCartha, writer/
photographer/superintendent David Bailey and his brother Mike
Bailey became regular contributors to the magazine helping Dan
and Irene fill the pages of the Florida Green.

Around this time after several years of discussion and planning
the statewide Florida GCSA was formed and officially founded in
1980. The South Florida GCSA decided to donate its publication
to the state to become the official voice of the united associations.
The 1980 Summer Issue was the first official Florida Green
Magazine with the same people on board still producing the
publication.

In 1981 Daniel Zelazek, a good friend of the Bailey brothers,
joined the staff as the magazine’s cover photographer. Zelazek was
an industrial photographer with the Pratt & Whitney Company
down in West Palm Beach. We enjoyed his impressive cover story
photos until his retirement at the end of 2010. With the 10th
Anniversary issue in the spring of 1983, the magazine began a
two-page foldout cover format, which lasted 15 years until the
Fall Issue in 2008.

Zelazek was a master of his craft and he used a custom-made
camera that used film sheets instead of film rolls or memory
cards. No digital for Daniel. He toted his tripod-mounted camera
around the state and took many a cover shot from the bucket of a
front-end loader or standing on a pallet raised by a forklift.

THE FLORIDA GREEN



First Foldout Cover 1983. 16th Hole, Banyan CC. Photo by Daniel Zelazek.

About this time, Jones introduced the concept of chapter reporters and in 1985 I
became the reporter for the Central Florida Chapter. Four years later Dan and Irene
Jones were ready to retire from the magazine after thirteen years of story gathering,
editing and cutting and pasting each issue’s layout. It was time to pass the baton.

In late 1989, Dan hired Larry Kieffer as the Publication Manager and Executive

Editor, a post he manned until his recent retirement. I still forward my editorial copy

to him for his watchful eye to keep the publication in top professional form. In 1991,
the magazine became a bi-monthly publication instead of a quarterly magazine.
That format lasted two years and we returned to publishing four times per year

for budget purposes. During that period, Brian Everhart and Phillip Petus joined
Kiefffer’s publication team as staff photographer and writer for those two years,
while Daniel was on hiatus and I was in the midst of my job change.

Along the way, when I returned to Disney to help grow-in the Osprey Ridge
Course, Tom Benefield stepped in as editor for a year or two and I remained on
board as the assistant editor, still doing most of the article writing. Paul Crawford
also joined the team as the advertising manager and played a big role in getting
sponsors and advertisers for the magazine.

There were two other regular contributors to the magazine Mark Jarrell, CGCS,
Palm Beach National GC (1994-2004) He also began writing a regular column
for Golfweek Magazine, which highlighted the superintendent’s role in course
conditioning and attempted to educate golfers and club members about our side of
the business.

Another regular columnist from 2001 to 2008 was superintendent Jim Walker with
the Miami Dade Parks and Recreation Dept. Jim wrote his “As It Lies” column with
a wry humor toward our daily routines and challenges.

In the background, keeping the business side of the magazine running, was Marie
Roberts, the association manager for over 20 years until her retirement in 2007.
Since then, Jennifer Bryan became our go-to person and as been acting as Advertis-
ing Manager along with all her other duties as the current association manager.

Over the years the magazine won a slew of awards from the annual GCSAA
Publications Contest and the Florida Green remains among the top superintendent
publications in the country.

To those pioneers who began the magazine, to all those who wrote articles,
columns, president’s messages, took pictures, sponsored, advertised, edited and
produced 40 years worth of issues we sincerely thank you for beginning a lasting
legacy which is the Florida Green.
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It's been a wet and wild spring season, and now that the
busy golf season is over, FGCSA chapters began holding
their traditional fund-raising events in our own version of
March Madness. Congratulations to winners of the various
tournaments, service awards and donors who contribute to
our turf research and advocacy efforts.

This season also begins year two of the Rounds4Research
project. Please get involved and donate a round of golf for
the good of our industry. Special thanks to our sponsors who
make it all possible and to the hard-working volunteers who
organize these events. Roughly in chronological order, relive
our spring events in the following photos.

Another new venture by the Central Florida Chapter is the Assistant
Superintendent Academy, an assistant-only education seminar in
April. Here GCSAA Director Darren Davis (right) and GCSAA
Regional Representative Ralph Dain give a presentation on GCSAA
Resources to help assistants in their careers. Photo by Joel Jackson.

The Central Florida GCSA premiered its new Vendor Expo
in March at the Reunion Resort. During the education
session, Dr. Brian Unruh discussed the fertilizer BMP
research and possible changes to state fertilizer guidelines
and interesting results from low-light-level implications to
turf management. Photo by Joel Jackson.

At the NFGCSA Memorial Tournament, the annual Keeper

of the Green Award recognizing the service of an individual to
the golf and turf industries in North Florida was presented to
Buddy Tresca, longtime owner and operator of Jacobsen Turf
Equipment franchises in Florida. Pictured here with the award
are Tresca (left) and Tom Brennan, owner of Brennan Golf Sales
and former Tresca employee.. Photo by Joel Jackson.

The Annual South Florida Turf
Expo at the UF/IFAS station in

Ft, Lauderdale drew a near-record
crowd of over 400 people from

all aspects of the turf industry.
Featured sessions included
research plot tours and updates,
supplier products expo and demos,
technician training sessions and
classroom seminars.

Photo by Joel Jackson.
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During the North Florida Memorial celebration,
Chapter President Mike Stevens (right), presented a
$5,000 check for the FGCSA Turf Research Fund to
FGCSA Communications Director Joel Jackson.
Photo by Ralph Dain.

¥ 4

From left: Tournament Chairman Glen Oberlander
receives the Golf Ventures Champion Sponsorship check
from Walt McMahon, Debbie Nipper and Cary Lewis
at the 2013 Jeff Hayden Memorial Envirotron Classic
hosted by the Seven Rivers GCSA at the World Woods
Golf Course in April.

The Calusa GCSA team was victorious in the

2013 edition of the Calusa-Suncoast joint meeting
golf match. Joint chapter meetings are one way for
chapters to enhance superintendent participation.
Photo by Seth Jones.

March 3, 2013
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During the 2013 Blue Pearl Event at the Red Stick GC this past May, the
Treasure Coast GCSA once again stepped up to demonstrate its local proactive
environmental stewardship efforts by donating $10,500 to the Environmental
Learning Center in Vero Beach. Photo by Joel Jackson.

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST

August 5 Golf BMP Certification Session, St. Augustine

August 14 Everglades and Calusa Joint Meeting,
Wildcat Run GC

August 23 FGCSA Annual Board Meeting, Southern
Dunes GC

August 23 FGCSA Golf Championship Southern Dunes, GC

SEPTEMBER
September 9-12 FTGA Conference & Show, Caribe Royale
Hotel, Orlando

September 10 Golf BMP Certification Session, Orlando
OCTOBER
October 9 UF/IFAS Field Day, Citra,

October 18-19  North Florida GCSA FALL CLASSIC,
Amelia Island Plantation
South Florida GCSA Missing & Exploited

Children’s Tournament, Ft. Lauderdale CC

October 25

SAVE THE DATE: February 6, 2014 - FGCSA Annual GCSAA GIS
Reception at the B.B. King's House of Blues at Pointe Orlando
across the street from the Orange County Convention Center.

THE FLORIDA GREEN
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From left: Shannon Wheeler,

superintendent of the Fountains
CC in Lake Worth, made the
winning bid of $6,500 to acquire
the Bayer Power Pak of turf
care products. Also pictured

are Matthew Boyd from the
Treasure Coast Chapter and

auctioneer Brian MacCurrach
from Bayer Environmental
Sciences. The proceeds go to the
Treasure Coast GCSA.

Mark Black, CGCS, right,

received the 2013 USGA Ike

Grainger Award from Todd From left: In May at the Annual FGCSA Past Presidents

Lowe of the Florida Section Reception held at the Naples Country Club, Past President
USGA in recognition of 25 Mark Kann was presented with the 2013 Distinguished Service
years of service on the Green Award for his past volunteer board service and his leadership of
Section Committee. The award the (m{f'(fuum‘ BMP (fcr't{fiuuion Program. The 2013 Marie
was presented in April at the Roberts Award for golf industry service by a non-superintendent
2013 USGA Green Committee was presented to Dale Mitchell and Richard Colyer of the Golf
University at the Audubon CC Agronomics Supply and Handling Company for their continuous
in Bonita Springs. Photo by support of the FGCSA’s Turf Research Programs for over twenty
Bob Toski years. Photo by Joel Jackson

Be Part of the Future
Donate a Round Today

I'hrough online auctions of golf rounds, the Rounds 4 R
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program raises funds to help address the critical shortage of resources *
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sit roundsd4research.com
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Auction dates:
Research

June 6-16,2013

August 1-11,2013
Presented in partnershlp
with The Toro Company-




THE SOUTH FLORIDA GCSA’'S

2013 OTTO SCHMEISSER TURFGRASS
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The traditional Poa Luau on
the Lawn concludes the 2013
Everglades Poa Annua Classic.
At the Luau it was announced
that Seth Strickland from the
Miami Shores GC shot a 69 to
capture the Poa Annua Trophy
and win a spot on the FGCSA
Golf Team competing in the
GCSAA Championship in
Orlando in February 2014. For
many more photos of the Poa
Weekend see the Everglades
chapter link on www.floridagcsa.
com. Photo by Joel Jackson.

BACKED

A sy BAYER
Power Paw Averion

Al Proceeds to Be
The Future of Golf and the Pa
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From left: The team of Matt Tacilauscus, Mark Reid, Ashley Byham
and Blair Kirby won the 33rd Annual Palm Beach Future of Golf
Tournament at the Falls CC in Lake Worth on June 1. Perennial host,
superintendent Steve Pearson, CGCS says that the total monies raised

for junior golf, local charities and turf research comes to approximately )
$825,000. Photo by Joel Jackson ronmental conducted his second 2013 Bayer Power Pak
0Ly . -

Meanwhile, Brian MacCurrach, right, with Bayer Envi-

Auction of the year at the Future of Golf event, and Randy
Gaudet from the Polo Club of Boca Raton won the bidding
at $6,100 which goes back to the PBGCSA and adds to the
funds raised by the event. Photo by Joel Jackson

From left: Three of the four finalists at the 2013 Jack Harrell,
Sr. Memorial - Ridge Invitational Tournament.: Adam
Ellison, Gary Newcomb and Mike Giddens had a shot at a
$50,000 hole-in-one shot. The fourth, Tim Keany, left right
after he took his shot and missed. The Grasslands CC in
Lakeland hosted the event this year. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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Please join us in thanking and
supporting our Sponsors!
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BLUE PEARL CHARITY

GO LF TOURNAMENT Bayer — Power Pak

Syngenta — Tee Gift
Green Way

SILVER SPONSORS

Florida Superior Sand
Golf Ventures

Howard Fertilizer & Chemical
John Deere Landscapes

Pinestraw of South Florida
ShowTurf
Tee Off Temps

Aquatic Systems
CIVITAS
Como Oil & Propane
Dow AgroSciences
[-Hammer Technologies
MPT Mustgrow Invest
Pathway Biologic — Gift Cards
Seaview Services

SPONSORS

Independent Turf Partners —
Hole In One Insurance and Flags

The Anderson Group — Lunch
Upstart — Chemical Packages

V L.' . -v- e Harrell’s — Gift Cards
Treasure Coast Chapter

Thanks to Scott Bell and the GCS A A
Red Stick Golf Club for hosting our event. |

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
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The calendar on my iPhone said it
was March 28, 2013 as I pulled out of
the UF/IFAS Research and Education
Center in Ft. Lauderdale and headed
south toward Miami. I was en route to
the Biltmore Golf Course to visit with
superintendent Bryan Singleton and
research this cover story.

Once on the property, I was
transported in time, aided by the
architecture of the hotel and golf
course. The portraits and photographs
of presidents, sports legends, iconic
entertainers and other historical figures
on the walls made it even easier to turn
back the pages of history.

I was familiar with course in general
because I had played it a couple of
times when it was a municipal golf
course while I was in the U.S. Coast
Guard and stationed in Miami in
1965 to 1967. The hotel was closed at
the time and was acting as a military
hospital. But I'm getting ahead of the
amazing story of this historic property.

None other than the legendary
Donald Ross designed the golf
course in 1925. It was originally a
36-hole layout that wrapped around
and extended southward from the
hotel. Six years later, in 1931, the
Miami-Biltmore Open - the richest

The Par 5, 15th hole with an approach shot over the Coral
Gables Waterway. Photo by Joel Jackson.

professional golf tournament in golf
at the time —attracted legends Walter
Hagen, Paul Runyan, Ralph Guldahl,
Bill Mehlhorn, U. S. Open Champion
Billy Burke and Gene Sarazen, who
would capture the Biltmore a record
four times.

The Tour moved on, but the Biltmore
maintained its place in golf history
by hosting the Junior Orange Bowl
International Golf Championship
for 49 years since 1964. Names like
Nick Price, Jose Maria Olazabal,
Tiger Woods, Craig Stadler, Hal
Sutton, Bob Tway, Mark Calcavecchia,
Helen Alfredson, Gary Koch, Annika

THE FLORIDA GREEN




Sorenstam and Paula Creamer can be found
among many others in the Junior Orange Bowl
Hall of Fame.

For many foreign players like Olazabal and
Price, it was their first venture on American
soil. They qualified abroad by winning their
national championships.

These facts and other anecdotes came courtesy
of J. R. Steinbauer, tournament chairman,
whom superintendent Bryan Singleton had
invited to his office to share the importance
of the Biltmore in the history of that premier
amateur event.

“We cannot praise Bryan and his staff enough
for the outstanding job they do preparing this
course to top level conditions required for our

SUMMER 2013

SUPERINTENDENT

Facts

Meet Bryan Singleton
Originally from:

Born in Washington, DC. Grew
up in Beltsville, MD

Family: Wife Liz. Daughter,
Jaqueline. 8-month old Beagle

named Birdie. H/ U
T

Education: BS in Agronomy
from “The” Pennsylvania State BRYAN SINGLETON

University Photo by Joel Jackson.

Employment history: 1983-1986

superintendent of the North Course, Wilmington CC, Wilmington,
DE; 1987-1991 assistant superintendent, Card Sound Golf Course,
Key Largo, FL; 1991-2006 superintendent Riviera CC, Coral Gables;
2006-Present superintendent Biltmore GC, Coral Gables.

How did you get into the business: | began working on golf courses
as a summer job while in high school. Really, it’s the only work I have
ever done.

Professional affiliations/awards: 28-year member of the GCSAA.
South Florida GCSA and FGCSA member since 1987. SFGCSA sec/
treasurer in 1997-2000. SFGCSA president in 2000-01. Served on the
Missing & Exploited Children Tournament since 1995. Received the
FGCSA President’s Award in 2011 for Lifetime Service.
Goals/Accomplishments: To maintain the best golf course I can and
to treat others with respect. I have been involved in five major course
renovations. I appreciated being recognized by my peers with the
2011 President’s Award.

Personal philosophy of work: You have to enjoy what you do an
give your best every day. I would advise a young person coming out
of college to select a superintendent to work for who has a history

of helping place their assistants into superintendent positions. Also,
unless you have a pension plan at work start your own IRA account
as soon as you can.

Personal memorable moments: Playing the Royal Dublin Club in
Ireland with my dad and going to the 1997 Masters with my dad and
fellow superintendent and friend Dave Klinkhammer.

Hobbies and Interests: Golf, relaxing at the beach with a good book,
and fishing.

One of the renovated original bridges crossing the Coral Gables
Waterway. In the background is the Par 3, 12th green. Imagine a

Venetian gondola heading to Biscayne Bay. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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Behind the trees on the Par 3, 14th hole and across Bird Road lies the Riviera Country Club which for twenty years was part of the
Biltmore property. Photo by Joel Jackson.

AERIFICATION. .

LAKE WORTH, FLORIDA

|
@ SOUTHERN

Deep Aerification Service

URESIRO- SEERI——
s VISION | = ===
“The Soil Reliever” PROHD =
CHI MON“" =
GREENS e TEES TURF COLORANT |
FAIRWAYS e SPORTS FIELDS
20 Years contract experience NE W
Serving Southeast Florida |MPRO§IED COLOR!
We have the :
' George Theriot : ; BECKER :::::
Complete your  337-302-1366 o
job on time ™.® Trademarks. registered or applied for, of Becker Underwood. Inc.. Ames, IA.
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world class players,” Steinbauer
said.

The Jazz Era: 1926 - 1942

Let’s go back to the beginning.
Developer George Merrick teamed
with Biltmore hotel magnate John
McEntee Bowman at the height
of the Florida land boom in the
1920s to build “a great hotel.” The
property would serve the crowds
of people thronging to the Miami
area and would also serve as a
center of sports and fashion.

The architects hired to design the
hotel were Leonard Schultze and S.
Fuller Weaver, who already had the
Atlanta and Los Angeles Biltmores,
New York’s Grand Central
Terminal, Miami Beach’s Nautilus
Hotel (later the first location of the
Mt. Sinai Medical Center). They
also did the famed Miami Daily
News Tower (now known as the
Freedom Tower) downtown on
Biscayne Boulevard across from
the American Airlines Arena,
home of the Miami Heat.

In November 1925, the Ross-
designed course opened and, a few
months later on January 15, 1926,
the hotel opened its doors to its
first guests, including socialites
from the Northeast who traveled
down on trains marked “Miami
Biltmore Specials”

Visitors during this era included
frequent prominent guests, the
Duke and Duchess of Windsor,
Ginger Rodgers, Judy Garland and
Bing Crosby. Everyone who was
anyone stayed at the Biltmore from
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to
gangster Al Capone. During the
late 1920s and early 1930s during
the Wall Street plunge, the hotel
still thrived by hosting aquatic
galas drawing huge crowds on
Sundays to watch synchronized
swimmers, bathing beauties,
alligator wrestlers and the four
year-old boy wonder Jackie Ott,
whose act included diving into the
swimming pool from an 85-foot

Country Club

Services,
INC.

Golf Course Renovation & Construction

e  DRAINAGE

e  EXCAVATION AND GRADING

¢  GREENS CONSTRUCTION

e LASER GRADING

¢ BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

e ATHLETIC FIELD CONSTRUCTION
e  GRASSING SERVICES

¢  EQUESTRIAN CENTERS

PRESIDENT

William H. Wright, CGCS

Robert Farina
VICE-PRESIDENT

749 NE 70th Street ® Boca Raton, FL 33487

(561) 756-0068

Fax (561) 994-6861

countryclubsves@aol.com

high platform. Johnny Weismuller,

the tree-swinging Tarzan of my youth,

was a Biltmore swimming instructor
and even broke some records at the
immense Biltmore pool.

The War Years: 1942 - 1968
In the period covering World War
II to Vietnam, the War Department
converted the hotel to a hospital
called the Army Air Forces Regional

Hospital. In the conversion, many of
the windows were sealed with concrete
and the travertine marble floors were
covered with government-issued
linoleum. It was also the early site of
the University of Miami’s School of
Medicine. This was the Biltmore Hotel
[ knew during my Coast Guard days in
Miami. It was also during this period,
in 1945, that the property was cut in
half. The 18 holes adjacent to the hotel
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From the back of the practice green looking out across the 7th green and the 8th, 5th and 15th holes. A true 1920’s parkland layout.

remained under the city’s control, while of Parks program. Another ten years management firm, leading a multi-
the other half was sold and became and  elapsed before the city initiated a full national consortium, became the
remains the Riviera Country Club. restoration of the Biltmore Hotel. 3iltmore’s owner and operator. The
Four years and $55 million later, the company’s portfolio also includes the
A New Era Begins: 1983 - Present  hotel reopened Dec. 31, 1987 as a four-  Alexander Hotel on Miami Beach and
[n 1973 a coalition of the city officials  star hotel and resort. Three years later, the Sheraton Sand Key on Clearwater
and residents of Coral Gables lobbied at the height of the economic crisis of Beach. Seaway embarked upon a $40
for the city’s acquisition of the property 1990, it shut down yet again. million, 10-year renovation plan that
and was granted ownership under the In 1992, the Seaway Hotels concluded just recently. The City of
Historic Monuments Act and Legacy Corporation, a Florida hotel Coral Gables still owns the golf course

Tifton Physical Soil Testing Laboratory, Inc.

Accredited by the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)
Specializing in:
* Testing All Materials for USGA Golf Green Construction.

* Developing Putting Green Rootzone Mixtures that meet USGA Specifications.
* Recommending Topdressing and Bunker (Trap) Sands that meet USGA Specifications.
Developing Sportsturf Rootzone Mixes with Optimum Physical Properties for Athletic Fields.

1412 Murray Avenue T. Powell Gaines

Tifton, Georgia 31794 (229) 382-7292
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MORE THAN JUSTA
GREAT ULTRA-DWARF

The Sunday™ Ultra-Dwarf Bermudagrass program is
dedicated to unmatched quality and support for each job.

Limited Production
All Sunday Ultra-Dwarf bermudagrass comes from a single Florida farm employing the
highest quality-control program in the industry.

Selective Sales & Installation
Sunday can only be installed by an Authorized Installer. All Sunday Authorized Installers
have golf industry experience and proven track records of success.

Standardized Post Job Follow-Up
Both the installer and representatives from Sod Solutions will perform post job
inspections to monitor the progress of the greens and provide support.
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Bethel Farms JWSod, Inc  Quality Turf
Arcadia, FL Loxahatchee, FL  Lithia, FL

Photo by Joel Jackson. ! SMR Farms G to ZTurf Services
n Bradenton, FL Fort Myers, FL

property, but Seaway operates it under .
a lease/owner arrangement. The city "
spent around $3 million to restore the
historic championship golf course,
Sunday Ultra-Dwarf Bermuda is Sod Solutions’ first “greens” type grass.
Developed by a turf grower and golf course owner, Sunday is finer-textured
than Tifdwarf. Sunday can be mowed as low as .100 and provides a very
consistent, high quality putting surface. A lighter green color, Sunday

produces a highly aesthetic green with proven, stable genetics.

which included a complete Brian Silva
restoration in 2007, but more on that
later.

All guest rooms were renovated and
other improvements included a state-
of-the-art fitness center and spa. The VRS 2 TN P e - iy y e

LT , K
, Www.sundaygreens:com |

( gy o y Sunflower Seed

SE P t$).')’ 3 Hull Ash

Advantages of Sunflower -
Seed Hull Ash:

+ Longer Lasting

* No Burn Potential

* No-Salt Impact

* Organic-Based

* Homogeneous Granule

« B0 SGN

* Releases Consistently
Over One Month

+ Very Slow Phosphorus

Release

+ Enhances Soil Microbiology
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DESIGNED FOR

FUEL SAVINGS

FROM DAY ONE...
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$ 10,000

energy
smart

Greensmaster' 3320 TriFlex Hybrid

The first rider to cut with the precision of a walker.



BUILT FOR

TOTAL SAVINGS

DAY AFTER DAY.

Count on fuel savings

Energy Savings Mode provides consistent reel
speed at lower engine RPM to significantly
reduce fuel consumption and noise without
compromising productivity or cut quality.

Do more with one machine
Toro's exclusive Tool-Free, Quick-Change
cutting unit system allows you switch between
reels and accessories in just a few minutes!
Mow greens then switch to tees, surrounds,
~thatch, rell greens or spike...

w Lt

Hector Turf
Deerfield Beach, FL
954-429-3200

Wesco Turf, Inc.
Sarasota, FL
941-377-6777

Lake Mary, FL
407-333-3600

When it comes to total savings, there’s no competition.

$

Efficiency that’s built-in
Friction-free stainless steel bearings are just
one of the many built-in components that
help maximize horsepower and minimize
fuel consumption.

Turn up productivity

Features such as Quick-Change™ cutting units,
lift-gate footrest for easy access to the center
cutting unit, no daily grease points, InfoCenter
onboard display and automotive-style advanced
diagnostics all help reduce labor costs.
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P <7/
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Biltmore GC Maintenance Staff . Photo by Joel Jackson.

Location: Coral Gables

# of Holes: 18 holes Yardage: 6,772 yards
Par: 71 Slope & Rating: 72.1/121

Ownership: City of Coral Gables/
Biltmore Hotel Management

Playing Policy: Public/Resort/
Memberships available. Average rounds
per year: 60,000

Designed by: Donald Ross. Opened: 1925

Management Team: Managing General
Matthias Kammerer, Director of Golf
Justin Bruton, Head Golf Professional
Lara Payloff, Golf Course Superintendent
Bryan Singleton

Special and Ongoing Projects: In 2007,
golf course architect Brian Silva did a
complete renovation of the greens, tees,
bunkers and greens irrigation. He also
redesigned the “short game” and teaching
areas.

Total property acres under
maintenance: 145

Greens: TifDwarf. Average size: 6,000
sq.ft., total 3.1 acres; HOC: .125 to .135
inches. Overseeding: none. Green speed
goals: 9.5 to 10.5

Tees: Celebration. 3.3 height of cut: .350
in. Overseeding: Ryegrass @ 15 Ibs. per
1,000 sq.ft.

Fairways: Tifway 419 with some
Bermuda off-types. Total acres: 40.
HOC: .550 in. Overseeding: None.

Roughs: Bermuda and St. Augustine.
Total acres: 40. HOC: 1.50 - 2.0 inches.
Overseeding: None

Bunkers: 66. Sand type: G-Angle.
Machine raked. Equipment: Toro Sand Pro

Naturalized/Native areas/beds: 2 acres.
Pine straw under Australian Pine Trees
left of No. 10 fairway.

Waterways/Lakes/Ponds: Acres: 10. The
Coral Gables Waterway runs through the
course.

How maintained: City of Coral Gables
and Lake Masters

Wildlife Inventory: Bald eagles, hawks
and songbirds of all varieties plus coyotes,
red-tail fox, and gopher tortoise inhabit
the uplands. Alligators, otters, turtles,
waterfowl, shore birds and wading birds
find food and shelter in the lakes.

Irrigation: Well water. Pumps: two 75-hp
pumps and a 20-hp jockey pump with

a Flowtronex control panel. Irrigation
Controller: Rainbird Nimbus II. Number
of heads: 752. Spacing: 90 ft.

Water Restrictions: None currently in
effect.

Water Management/Conservation
practices: Water greens, tees and fairways
as needed. Water roughs when they show
signs of stress.

Staff: Total including superintendent: 16
with 15 full time and 1 part time. Schedule:
40 hours straight time. Seasonal variation
in labor: Very little. May back off some of
the part-time hours in the winter.

Key Staff: Assistant Danilo Perez; Second
Assistant Ryan Hackert; Head Equipment
Tech Richard Ramos; Assistant
Equipment Tech David Figueroa; Pest
Control Tech Osman Escalante; Irrigation
Tech Chris Lopez.

Meetings/ Communications: Weekly
meetings with hotel general manager.
Monthly crew meeting or as needed for
special occasions.

Special Events: Host Junior Orange Bowl
Golf Tournament. Hosted the Miami
Open back in the early 1930’s.

At top: Picture of the Par 4, 5th hole taken back in March when it was still cooler and much drier. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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Spreading the News...

-

Briggs Golf is proud to announce the acquisition of Spreadrite Inc.

Former owner, Lamar Sapp has earned a reputation of
being the best in the industry, which is why Briggs Golf set
its sights on acquiring Spreadrite.

Our specially designed trucks can spread sand and
fertilizer with no damage to the playing surface. Spreadrite
can complete most fairway top dressing projects in as little
as two days, and fertilizer applications in one afternoon.

Our winning formula. Over the past 21 years, Roy Briggs
and Frank Giacopelli have been trusted advisors to course
superintendents, general managers and architects throughout Florida.

Our dedication to superior workmanship, close working relationships
and personal trust are what we believe to be the reasons for our
success. Briggs Golf has built a reputation for service, quality and
attention to detail that is second to none.

With real "Big Game” experience, we can make your next project a winner. Call us today to find out how.

B T\

13636 150th Court, Jupiter, Florida 33478 (561) 575-2338
briggsgolfconstruction.com
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huge 700,000 gallon, 23,000 square-foot swimming pool
was emptied and completely resurfaced with polished
marble. In fact I saw that renovation in progress during
a family outing to the hotel back in August 2012 when
we visited our daughter who was on assignment in
Miami.

At the 1926 gala opening on the Miami Biltmore
Country Club, Dr. Frank Crane, a popular local writer
and columnist of the era, predicted, “Many people will
come and go, but this structure will remain a thing of
lasting beauty.” That prediction came true in 1996, when
the National Register of Historic Places designated the
Biltmore a National Historic Landmark, an elite title
offered to only 3 percent of all historic structures.

The golf course came into existence in 1925
and, 14 years later, the South Florida Golf Course
Superintendents Association was organized in 1939
near the end of the Jazz Era. The history of this unique
property and how the golf course fits into this landscape
is one of golf’s great stories. Next, we venture out on the
course with the superintendent Bryan Singleton.

On the Course

We know the southern half of the property was sold
and became the Riviera Country Club back in 1945.
Essentially, Bird Road is the dividing line between the
two courses. Most all of the holes on the Biltmore course
run east-west, while the holes on the Riviera course
run north-south to fit the original property lines. Like
the Biltmore course, the Riviera course is also a classic
“parkland” layout of the 1920’s with no holes running
between home sites. There is a cluster of homes on Bird
Road that also separates the two properties.

I mention the Riviera CC, because ironically
before coming to the Biltmore, Singleton was the
superintendent of the Riviera CC from 1991 to 2006.
He came on board just in time for the major 2007 Ross
restoration by Brian Silva. Also ironically, Singleton also
worked with Silva at Riviera in the late 1990s to do the
renovation to that part of the old original layout. Bryan
has been tied to this historical landmark in one way or
another for the past 26 years.

In light of the historic landmark status of the property
prior the renovation of the golf course, Silva had some
interesting comments.

“If the Biltmore were a private club, the course surely
would have been changed dramatically through the
years,” he said. “As it happened, the course was treated
as any other underfunded muni would have been
treated in tough times - it was left alone. This neglect
was a blessing because the property was not planted
with intrusive trees, and some of the most spectacular
fairway bunkering was allowed simply to grass over”

Silva added, “These fairway bunkers were a real find.

SINGLETON FUN FACTS

Bryan is
high-tech.
Here he

is using a
hands-free
phone.

Vehicle: 2006 GMC Canyon Pickup Truck

I stay home to watch: The Washington Redskins

Last good movie I saw: One of my favorites is
“Saving Private Ryan”

Favorite performers: Jerry Garcia, Tom Hanks

What I've been reading: | reccommend a good book by
Wally Lamb The Hour I First Believed.

Favorite meal: Crab cakes, baked potato and coleslaw
Prized possessions: Family

Personal heroes: My parents

I’'m better than anyone else when it comes to: Reliability
Nobody knows that I: Was a good chess player.

If I could do it over: I would have bought the house I was
renting on Key Largo

I'd give anything to meet: Pope Francis

My fantasy is: Sail around the Caribbean

The one thing I can’t stand: Miami traffic

If I could change one thing about myself: Play better golf
My most irrational act: Doing a bungee jump

Most humbling experience: Having great greens one day
and the next day I'm scrambling

The words that best describe me: Loyal

My dream foursome would be: Neil Armstrong,

Buzz Aldrin and Mike Collins (the Apollo 11 crew)

My best fish story: Caught my first sailfish off Miami
Beach with Craig and Jason Maret.

My most memorable golf shot: While playing Westview
CC in Miami, I hit a driver into a pond. Took a drop and
then holed out from 135 yards for a birdie.
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Howard’s service

keeps your operations
humming and your
blood pressure down.

At Howard Fertilizer & Chemical, we know how important

H 0 W A R D quality products and service are to your operations—and

fertilizer & chemical

your peace of mind. As a Howard customer, you'll enjoy
the industry’s highest quality fertilizers and chemicals, along with outstanding service from its most experienced,
knowledgeable sales force. We are a family-owned business and one of the leading providers of fertilizers and
chemicals in the Southeast U.S. We got where we are by helping turf professionals meet their challenges and

making life easier. Learn more by visiting us at www.howardfertilizer.com or calling 800-899-3141.

800-899-3141 | www.howardfertilizer.com


http://www.howardfertilizer.com
http://www.howardfertilizer.com
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These cross-bunkers are a classic Ross feature with the high
berms behind them they become deep menacing hazards,
and since this is south Florida and relatively flat, they provide
dramatic relief on the landscape. This sort of design feature
doesn't usually survive. Once again because the Biltmore was a
public course, they did.”

Singleton told me that when they did just a greens surface/
soil mix rehab in 1990-91 they found the center stakes of the
original Ross greens. So all the elements were there for an
authentic restoration.

Another feature of the course is the Coral Gables Waterway,
a meandering canal that separates six holes on the back nine
from the rest of the course.

“Back in those early days the hotel actually had Venetian
gondolas with authentic Italian gondoliers poling guest from
the hotel to Biscayne Bay,” Singleton said. During my visit I
did see a couple of kayakers plying the waterway and sharing
it with a few Egyptian geese and other typical Florida birdlife.
Also in 2007 all the bridges that spanned the waterway on the
course were upgraded.

Singleton’s turf management challenges include goose grass
and some St. Augustine issues. He tested Specticle herbicide
on the driving range before applying it to the rest of the course
and, while it did a pretty good job on the course, he still has
someone continuously spot-treating goose grass as a second

=

www.itpturf.com

st}

Call 1.866.ITP.TURF to
locate a Sales Rep
near you

Serving the Golf Course and Professional
Landscape Industry since 2005.

Partnered with leading manufacturers
offering the highest quality products.

Technically sound sales representatives
across Florida and the Southeast region.

Fertilizers - Chemicals - Surfactants
Liquid Nutrients - Specialty Products

job pretty much every day. He says in Miami there’s no let-up.

The St. Augustine areas are mainly in the outer roughs, so it’s
not a real problem affecting playing conditions. His challenge
is to make sure it doesn't spread, so he keeps a sharp eye on
any encroachment.

The one pest that does keep him on his toes is the hunting
billbug. In all my years, I've never heard of people saying they
had a real billbug problem. Singleton said he thought only the
grubs caused problems, but he swears he found chewed stem
evidence from adults. The good news is that Acelyprin® does
a good job on them. The bad news — most superintendents
have a hard time identifying them. Singleton has become the
go-to billbug guy in Miami, when others are having trouble
identifying some mysterious damage on their greens.

The Go-To guys in Brians career were first and foremost
his hard-working parents who taught him a good work
ethic growing up. Upon moving to Florida in 1987, Lee Van
Valkenberg CGCS at the Card Sound GC on Key Largo
became his career mentor and southern turfgrass tutor.
Singleton also credits others like Tom Burrows CGCS, John
Foy and one of his club managers, Bill Wagner, for helping
him along his career path.

The Biltmore Golf Club has golf members, but it also caters
to resort guests and public play. So for Singleton, his
maintenance goals are simple: keep the course in private-

Producers & Installers of Fumigated
Georgia Certified Quality

Turfgrasses
for Golf Courses and Athletic Fields

*Tifway

*TifSport
*Tifdwarf
*TifEagle
*TifGrand® (pr21017)
*MiniVerde™
*Celebration™
*Meyer Zoysia
«Zorro Zoysia
*Centipede Sod/Seed

PIKE CREEK TURF -

Pike Creek Turf, Inc.
427 Pike Creek Turf Circle

Adel, GA 31620 *Sealsle 1
*Sealsle 2000
*SeaDwarf ™
1.800.232.7453 [t

www.pikecreekturf.com
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Take a good look.

You may never see it again.

(fig. w-42}
Poa annua

- ® Specticle” from Bayer provides effective, long-lasting
S peCt( 1 ) c I e pre-emergent weed control. Specticle gives you superior
control of Poa annua, crabgrass and goosegrass as well as
75 other troublesome grasses and broadleaf weeds. Get ready
to achieve more with Specticle. For more information, visit

Apply Iess Achleve more. www.BackedbyBayer.com/Specticle.

Specticle G is now available as a spreadable granule.

Bayer CropScience LP, Environmental Science Division, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, and Specticle are registered trademarks of Bayer. Not all products are
registered in all states. Always read and follow label directions carefully. ©2013 Bayer CropScience LP.
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In this photo looking east to west and left to right, are the 6th, 7th, 17th and 18th holes Photo by Joel Jackson.

»

Legendary greens and bunkers have one thing in common...

they both began with the best soil.

Beneath every meticulously groomed green is dirt. And, the best dirt doesn’t just
happen. At Golf Agronomics Supply & Handling we've been perfecting golf
course soil and sand for more than a decade. Our computerized soil blending
equipment ensures that the mix you receive meets your exacting specifications -
every order, every time. With production facilities located throughout the
Southeast, Golf Agronomics offers volume orders and next day service.

GOLF AGRONOMICS SuppPLY & HANDLING
Serving the Carolinas and Florida
800-626-1359 » FAX (941) 955-4690
www.golfag.com
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club conditions and everybody
should be happy. It is a rare
combination of clientele, but then
the Biltmore occupies a pretty rare
place in the golf world.

Footnote

After doing my afternoon photo
shoot that first day and wandering
the hotel soaking up the historic
architecture and furnishings, and

T vt A CELEBRATION OF GOLF

decorating the hallways and rooms,
[ enjoyed a quiet dinner and a

few libations in the Biltmore Bar The #1 Turf FOI. GOlf

listening to the music of a piano /N\///
and bass duo. I was reminded that PO o A=

2 ok N )
this landmark was still a modern- #1 For Shade Tolerance ;’%@ %M\] \ /:;}v;é\
day celebrity hangout when Goldie > . * AT . AN,
Hawn and Kurt Russell walked in #1 For Divot Recovery ME-COMMERCIAL-SPoRy,

HO

S
and also sat down at the bar. #1 For Wear Tolerance* ELEFH@

I love my job!

#1 For Drought Resistance
and Tolerance*

TifEagle Paspalums
Bermudas Zoysia

g“’M‘z.
=SSCA Certified Grasses
TN

South Florida Grassing, inc.
TI25464191 8004834270

www.southfloridagrassing.com

*For complete research results, visit our website www.sodsolutions.com

BERMUDAGRASS®

AERIFICATION

TURFGRASS AERIFICATION

MAXIMUM MATERIAL EXCHANGE—-MINIMAL DISRUPTION

PLUS, INC.

AND ROOT ZONE MANAGEMENT

SMOOTH—-POWER®" DEEP CORE AERIFICATION

(800) 340-3888 AerificationPlus.com
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LET THE
CULTIVATIONS
BEGIN

By Todd Lowe; senior agronomist, Florida Region

Warm season turfgrasses on golf courses require vigorous thatch removal to maintain a healthy playing surface. Photo by Bill Davidson.

Mower scalping followed by aggressive verticutting is an
excellent cultivation practice for bermudagrass fairways. Over
the past week or so, golf facilities throughout southern Florida

have begun cultivating and “working” the turf through a series of

maintenance practices.

Bermudagrass and seashore paspalum produce an abundance
of above-ground and below-ground stems that can accumulate
to produce thatch. Cultivation practices are necessary to reduce
this stem layer, dilute thatch and improve overall turf quality and
playability.

In Florida, cultivation practices generally take place from late
spring through late summer, as warmer temperatures improve
turf recovery. Each practice provides a slightly different benefit
and several of them may take place at the same time to produce
the desired effect.

Circle cutting - Mowing turf in a circular pattern reduces grain
that can develop from mowing repeatedly in the same direction.
This practice usually takes place on tees and fairways in the
spring. Circle cutting is the least aggressive cultivation practice
discussed in this update because it only addresses the surface
canopy and does not dilute thatch.

Scalping - Scalping includes aggressively lowering mowing
heights to remove much of the turf canopy and it generally takes
place on golf course roughs. Bermudagrass roughs are often
maintained at 1.25 to 1.5 inches but are scalped to less than

30

an inch for several weeks to improve turf uniformity. Scalping
exposes the underlying stems and makes the turf appear yellow to
tan for a week or two until new leaves are produced.

Verticutting - Verticutting, or vertical mowing, uses a series
of vertically-oriented blades that thin the turf canopy and
underlying thatch. Shallow penetration depths provide a light
surface grooming effect, while deeper penetration dethatches
putting greens, tees and fairways and requires a longer healing
period.

Core aeration - Core aeration removes small plugs of thatch
and soil. In addition to dethatching, core aeration reduces
compaction and improves soil physical properties on each playing
surface. This practice is quite aggressive and can require a week or
more for recovery, depending upon tine size and spacing.

Sand topdressing - Sand topdressing is not necessarily
considered a cultivation practice and sand is applied throughout
the year on Florida golf courses. However, increased topdressing
is applied throughout the summer months to dilute thatch and
to backfill aeration holes. Budget constraints often limit its use to
putting greens and tees, but sand topdressing dilutes thatch and
improves surface firmness on fairways and approaches as well.

These practices are a bit messy and can temporarily produce
unsightly playing surfaces, depending upon the intensity of each
practice. Short-term inconvenience is certainly worth the
long-term benefits that these practices provide.
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Port Orange, FL

Gary Morgan

All

(386) 527-0682
gmorgan@agriumat.com

Spring Lake, FL

Jason Chambrot

Golf

561-531-3791
jchambrot@agriumat.com

(c) 2012 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS, DURATION CR, XCU, SPREAD IT & FORGET IT and designs
are trademarks owned by Agrium Inc. LOVLAND PRODUCTS and BCMU and designs are trademarks owned by Loveland Products Inc.

JIRECT

As your one-stop supplier, Direct Solutions’ commitment to you is simple:

Provide a complete range of the most advanced turf-growth solutions on the market.

Develop agronomic and economic solutions tailored to your specific turf conditions,
budget and delivery schedules.

Deliver proven turf management programs with environmentally-responsible fertilizer technologies,
micronutrients, seed and chemical products.

We proudly offer all leading turf & ornamental products to meet your needs, and feature these fine

fertilizer technologies along with the exciting new nematode product, MultiGuard Protect.

XL
X\

Slow-Release Fertilizer

Naples, FL

Jason Sherwood
Golf/Lawn Care/Nursery
(239) 253-6346
jsherwood@agriumat.com

Lutz, FL

Richard Newman
Golf/Lawn Care
904-404-6175
rnewman@agriumat.com

=MU

Clermont, FL

Chris Collins

Golf/Lawn Care

(407) 448-3703
ccollins@agriumat.com

MULTIGUARD PROTECT and designs are trademarks owned by Agriguard Company LLC

o, 3
-
Loveland

Get Growing

MULTIGUaRD

www.aatdirectsolutions.com

Sarasota, FL Panhandle, FL

Fred Hemming Ed Slatton

Golf/Lawn Care/Nursery Golf

(813) 625-3431 850-375-3566
fhemming@agriumat.com eslatton@agriumat.com

Jacksonville Beach, FL Southeast Sales Manager
Chad Martin Kit Rowe

Golf/LCO Al

904-524-2650 704-770-1805
cmartin@agriumat.com krowe@agriumat.com
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THE HISTORY OF

HECTOR TU

Submitted by Mike Mantey,
Hector Turf

Editor’s Note: During my research

for this anniversary issue, I realized

that one company (the Toro
Company) had been in every single
issue since the magazine began and
it began with Hector Turf leading
the way for the Toro Company and
then its other affiliate companies
when the magazine went statewide
in the 1980s.

As you will see, even before the first

magazine went to print, Hector Turf

has been serving the turf industry
in Southeastr Florida. Thanks to
Joe Limberg and Mike Mantey

for arranging and submitting this

story. In future issues we will be
recognizing other suppliers who
have been loyal supporters of our
publication over the years.

In the Beginning

In 1912, Hector Turf was established as
a farm implement and supply company
in Fort Lauderdale. Over the years,

{

Hector headquarters office in Deerfield Beach.

the company expanded to multiple
locations in South Florida and began
manufacturing its own line of fertilizers,
distributing them and other allied
products to the agricultural market,

One of the early Toro fairway mowers

local wholesale suppliers and area golf
courses.

In 1932, the Toro Company
established Hector Turf as one of its
privately owned Master Distributors
of Commercial turf equipment. Our
product line continued to expand over
the years as we added irrigation and
consumer products to our Toro line and
we later added other manufacturers’
products such as Club Car, Foley, and
Salsco. In 1969 Hector sold its farm
supply business to the W.R. Grace
Corporation.

Service Area

In May 1982, current owner and sole
proprietor, James Mantey purchased
Hector Turf from the Hector family. In
1987, he moved our entire operation to
Deerfield Beach, placing us nearer to
the geographic center of our domestic
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Authorized full line distributors for the following brands:

. ngsetﬁes Redox{um: 4\* PrimeraOne

%1 !
0 . o
. (I, .
M . - @QUATROI-S GRIGG BROS. SipcamAdvan

fungicide

Brent Holmes (904) 476-0413 Florida’s East Coast  Paul Crawford (561) 722-1555 South East Florida
Bill Nye (239) 220-2251 Naples/Ft Myers ~ Marty Griffin (561) 346-6315 West Palm Beach
David Steel (407) 616-4841 Orlando  Jeff Doyal (239) 300-8499 Naples/Ft Myers
Kevin Goolsby (850) 685-2104 Florida panhandle

Office (877) 441-8873 www.ameriturf.com
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service territory (Vero Beach to Key West). From this
facility we also export our products and provide support
services in the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic
and the rest of the Caribbean islands. Our customer

base includes golf course properties, resorts, sport fields,
municipalities and a network of independent dealers
throughout our extended service territories.

Hector Turfs current sales team. Back Row from left: Jason Dupree,
Tom DeYoung, Doug Francis and Wayne Deker. Front Row from left:
Chris Fordney, Mike Leising, Mike McDaniel and Marty Pauls.

Exclusive Distributor

Today we are the exclusive distributor for The Toro
Company and Club Car (turf vehicle line) in southeast
Florida, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico and rest of the
Caribbean. Hector Turf is a factory-authorized service
center for all of the products we sell. We have a team of
factory-trained service technicians who provide repair
services at our facility and who travel throughout our
territories providing on-location services. We host a
variety of service schools and design seminars throughout the
year for our golf courses, contractors, architects and dealers.

Focusing on our principal business as a wholesale
distributor of top quality outdoor power equipment and
irrigation products, we are continually in search of ways
to help the turf industry grow while protecting the natural
environment of South Florida and our community. We are
committed to providing the highest level of quality service
and support to our customers and the communities we
service with an emphasis on long-term relationships and
value-added services.

Early Hector Turf locations in Southeast Florida.

MAIN OFFICE AND MIAMI BRANCH

i

HIALEAH BRANCH

Hecto . :
g S

V-C FERTUZERS |

WEST PALM BEACH BRANCH

HOMESTEAD BRANCH

: — A DA

BELLE GLADE BRANCH
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Take Control of Water
> this Rainy Season

F pearrers

Superintendents agree that using Harrell’s Fleet® for moisture
management results in firmer, faster turf.

Fleet® provides fast and firm putting surfaces by increasing deep moisture penetration, uniform moisture

provides consistent performance over application interval,
helps minimize the key cause of localized dry spot, helps neutralize soil bicarbonates, and improves turf color

and quality.

distribution and increases soil oxygen. Fleet® als

Ask your Harrell’s representative about combining Fleet® with EarthMAX® for soil health and
root development and Salt Rx for sodium remediation and bicarbonate management.

Contact your local Harrell’s

800.282.8007| www.harrells.com

5 : representative for more information
\N R | D 720 Kraft Road | Lakeland, FL 33815
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Mind ifl
_ play through?

A big gator on the Sanctuaryf Colf "
gqurse on Sambel Island hunkers

Kyle Sweet, Sanctuary Golf Club, Sanibel Island: Joel, I took ~ Programs, Audubon International: We are happy to
this photo last weekend. I was encouraging (at a safe distance  * announce that Audubon International has certified the

of course) this gator to find his way to the nearest lake. Out 1000th golf course in the ACSP program.
of a landscaped area we came and the group of golfers on The Eagles Pride Golf Course is located at Joint Base
the green were quite surprised. The gator laid down, waited Lewis-McChord in Washington’s South Puget Sound region.

for them to putt out and then
proceeded to stroll down

The 27-hole championship
course was ranked one of the

through the bunker, across the
green and into the lake. I don’t
typically don’t use my iPhone
for photos but in this case it
was handy and a trek back
to the cart to get my camera
would’ve missed this great
photo opportunity.

Ricky Reeves, Miami Beach
Golf Course: This is why we
love our jobs. We're close to

A couple of dozen baby turtles were found wandering the 12th
hole on the Miami Beach Golf Course. Photo by Rickey Reeves.

top ten military golf courses
by Travel + Leisure and is
open to the public.

Since being established in
1991, ACSP membership
(including facilities working
towards certification) has
grown to more than 2,300
golf courses in the United
States and 36 countries
worldwide. The program

nature. There must have been 25 to 30 of these little guys on issued its first certification in 1993 and now includes golf
No.12 fairway. courses in North America, Central America, Europe,
Joellen Lampman, Associate Director of Environmental Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and Southeast Asia.
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* Very High Salt Tolerance: Can Be Irrigated with Ocean-Level Salt Water with Proper Management * Tolerates
Gray Water & Effluent Regardless of Contaminant Levels » Handles Wide Range of Soil pH Levels: 4.0-9.8 « High
Tolerance to Salt Spray, Water Logging and Periodic Inundations * Low Fertilization Requirements * Minimal Pesti-
cide Requirements * Good Rooting in Sandy, Clay or Muck-Type Soils * Darker Green Color Than Bermudagrass ¢
Can Be Overseeded with Bentgrass-Ryegrass- Alkaligrass Blends * Excellent Low Light Intensity Tolerance * Root
Growth and Functionality Maintained in 40-55°F Soil Temperatures ¢ Helps Clean Up Contaminated Soils & Water

Pike Creck Turf & South Florida Grassing Are Now The Only Domestic Sources For Sealslel

Sealsldl

Certified Seashore Paspalum

Pike Creek Turf, Adel GA

229 896-7581 800 232-7453
Bruce Allison (bvallison@att.net)
www.pikecreekturf.com

South Florida Grassing, inc. II
Hobe Sound FL
772 546-4191 I

MIKE CREER TURF

www.southfloridagrassing.com

Your Proven

Year-Round mducers and Installers of

High-Performance Certified and Fumigated Turfgrasses
- Slabs, Rolls & Sprigs
(traditional and washed)
- No-Till and Machine Planting

- Serving all of Florida and the
International Market

- Over 20 Varieties of
Containerized and Field-Grown
Trees in Many Sizes

4715

anch, FL 34211
877-708-3322 Toll Free

//.) ' i .TIFR‘S
www.smrfarms.com :
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN FLORIDA AND KANSAS

By Ralph K. Dain Jr,
GCSAA Regional Representative Florida

I just received an email from Joel Jackson
reminding me my column is due today
(June 4), so he can edit and submit it for
publication. Unfortunately for me I'm
boarding a flight to Kansas. Talk about an
instant case of writer’s block!

All my thoughts are crashing into one
another. much like the passengers on this
very turbulent flight. And if the person in
front of me leans back any further, I will be
able to identify them from their dental work.
But, I must push on.

Today’s turbulence reminds me of how
the weather impacts all of us in our work
and, in the case of the rash of Midwest
tornadoes, our lives and property. |
am grateful we have been spared the
consequence of such severe storms.

Florida has experienced its share of work-

related inclement weather thus far this
year. I recently participated in the Palm
Beach Chapter’s Future of Golf Event. I

was overwhelmed by the rainfall totals that

superintendents reported. I heard ranges
of 31-34 inches in April and May and
around 12-14 inches in the week prior to
that event.

These totals don’t make national
headlines. They do, however, have an
impact on revenue, daily course grooming
and our summer renovation and

construction projects.

I remember from my superintendent days
that too often our seasonal members didn't
understand how weather events impacted or
delayed course maintenance operations. Back

in 2004, they did ask about the hundreds
of missing trees thanks to Hurricanes
Florence and Jeanne, but at the same time
they couldn’t understand why the bunker

sand was so inconsistent!

I want you to know that the GCSAA and
FGCSA exist to assist you with information
that will help your golfers better understand
the impacts and resulting conditions.
GCSAA has been instrumental in conveying
such information to the public in situations
like Hurricane Sandy and the recent tornados
in Oklahoma. We also have been able to offer
members financial assistance as well.

I am proud of the way that our field staff
has been able to observe firsthand the
needs of our members and help gather
funds or other resources that are needed to
get them through the most difficult times.
The assistance that our Northeast regional
representative, Kevin Doyle, provided in
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy was
impressive.

That same support
is available to all our
members. If you find
yourself in need of
assistance, do not
hesitate to reach to me,
the GCSAA, or the
FGCSA. Our mission
is truly “to serve our
members and advance
their careers.”

I am hopeful that we
have a quiet summer
and everyone is able to complete his or her
summer projects without undue delays. If
you do run into some problems and need
help, give me call!

Turfgrass Services

BUI]ﬁﬂ/WS +

== _Accurate Information For Continued Success...

Laboratory Analytical Services« Environmental Testing«- Compliance

Mark Burrows
(772) 215-1816

Brett Harris
(407) 433-4907
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A superior liquid soil fumigant for
nematode management in the
Southeast.

. Broad spectrum control for
greens, tees, fairways and roughs

Works fast through contact
exposure

Improves course appearance and
playability through healthier turf

@

MULTIGUARD

PROTECT
A natural, safe and environmentally
responsible solution.

«  Controls harmful plant parasitic
nematodes on contact

»  Up tosix applications can be
applied throughout the growing
season

' & T R i 2 il o S R W - +  Lower toxicity for easier handling
RN S T 3, L OO SRR L g et aaad it i 1 i =
oo with a fast two hour re-entry

Keep nematode 5
problems from magnifying. Inve

Direct Solutions~ offers a complete lineup of products to help control invasive nematodes iRk -
formulated from the unique

When harmful nematode populations spread, they deprive turf roots of vital properties of mustard seeds
nutrients. This can leave turf stressed and unresponsive to irrigation, fertilizers +  Provides broad-spectrum control
and insecticides. That's why Direct Solutions offers a full lineup of products to of nematodes

help control nematodes and boost root growth any time of year, on any turf type. *+  Nore-entry limitations and safe to
A healthier root system helps your course remain in top playing condition all use around residential housing
season long—and that keeps golfers coming back. +  Forbest results ensure application

Contact your local Direct Solutions sales rep today and see for yourself colncides with aerification.

the benefits of our trusted line of Curfew’, MultiGuard Protect’, Nortica—

MustGrow ™ Invest™ and Nortica.

DAYTONA BEACH FORT LAUDERDALE  JACKSONVILLE NAPLES/SARASOTA  ORLANDO/OCALA [RAb hgalthy turfin the presence of
Gary Morgan WEST PALM Chad Martin Jason Sherwood Richard Newman lance, sting and root knot nematodes.
Golf/Lawn Care Bayardo Herrera Golf/ Lawn Care Golf Golf/Lawn Care : s

(386) 527-0682 Lawn Care/Nursery (904) 524-2650 (239) 253-6346 (904) 404-6175 +  Naturally occurring active

(321) 508-7497 ingredient manages nematodes-
FORT LAUDERDALE NAPLES/SARASOTA  ORLANDO TAMPA/SARASOTA 9 9 e

MIAMI PENSACOLA Tony Gerhart GAINESVILLE Fred Hemming before the problem starts

Jason Chambrot Ed Slatton Lawn Care Chris Collins Golf/Lawn Care e g

Golf Lawn Care (863) 991-4099 Golf/Lawn Care (813) 625-3431 «  Improved turf quality, density and
(561) 531-3791 (850)375-3566 (407) 448-3703 color for highly playable turf

«  Sprayable for easy application

))'RECT SOLUT| ON S ‘ with no course closure
il N T~

www.aatdirectsolutions.com

© 2013 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS is a trademark owned by Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. M
Company, LLC. Curfew is a registered trademark of DOW. Nortica is a registered trademark of Bayer. MustGro Invest is a registered trademar
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REMEMBERING
ouUR HISTORY
AND TRADITIONS

GReen Sipe Up
By JoeL Jackson

Tracing the history of the
Florida Green brought back
many memories of the people
I've met during my career and
also a sense of gratitude for
those I didn't know but who
were the trailblazers for our
local and state associations. As
time marches on, memories
can fade and appreciation can
be lost in the hustle and bustle
of our modern, fast paced,
high-tech world.
Progress is good, and it

provides many tools for us
to use to be more productive
and efficient, but not at the
cost of losing our humanity in
the industry. You can email,
tweet and text to your heart’s
content, but that mode of
communication is limited to
fact exchanges. Conversations,
handshakes, camaraderie and
shared “live” experiences are
essential for us as social beings
Lack of participation is
plaguing many professional
associations as people hunker
down: whether job-scared,
“too busy” (whatever that
means these days), or
lacking appreciation of what
participation and giving back
to your profession means.
There are any number of
legitimate reasons for not
making a chapter meeting,
or volunteering to help out,
but not for just not joining
your professional association,
missing every meeting never
contributing, but always
reaping the benefits of others’
time and efforts to serve all
of us without ever helping
out themselves. Advocacy for
sensible rules and regulations
that govern our pest control,
fertilizer and irrigation

operations comes to mind as
a leading example of how the
dedicated few are serving the
many who won't even show up
to a chapter meeting.

I think of the perhaps
two-dozen people or so,
who invested their time,
talents and energy into our
chapter publications over
the years. Some are/were
publication professionals and
others just learned along the
way. [ improved my writing
skills while working with
our professional editor and
journalist, Larry Kieffer, who
was originally a newspaperman
and also one of the early editors
of Golfweek newspaper and,
later, its spinoff — and eventual
successor — magazine. I was
a rank amateur photographer,
but by hanging around Daniel
Zelazek, who is so passionate
about his craft, I couldn’t help
but pick up tips and tricks and
basic knowledge that improved
my picture taking skills for the
magazine.

Getting involved in my
local chapter, meeting people
and making friendships that
have lasted decades, helping
our profession improve its
image and reputation in the

regulatory world has been
such a boost to my personal
and professional abilities and
confidence, I seriously don't
understand why more people
don't take advantage of those
opportunities.

Getting involved in your
profession (beyond just
showing up to work) shows
leadership and drive and other
skills that should impress most
course officials, since so many
of them do the same thing
in their professional/social
groups. I'd be a proud club
member if our superintendent
were a director or officer of
a professional association.
One tip from my experience
— whenever I attended a
chapter outing, conference or
trade show, I always dropped
a note to my boss telling him
something I learned that will
help me do a better job on our
course.

The “Good Old Days” aren't
gone. They are right here,
right now, and if you don't
take a step to engage in the
personal, professional and
social relationships available by
participating in your chapter,
you are shortchanging yourself.
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How to be a pioneer as
wellggentirely practical.

P
po
The reel speed stays consistent
to maintain ideal frequency of clip

Get ahead of the curve with hybrid fairway technology. JOHN DEERE
Only from John Deere Golf. GOLF

With the 7500 E-Cut Hybrid, you get a fairway mower that combines cutting
edge technology and common sense. Hydraulic leaks in the reel circuit are a
thing of the past. You can maintain it just like a reqular mower. And you'll
appreciate the lower decibels as well as saving on fuel.

There’s never been a better time to put hybrid fairway technology to work
for you. Demo a 7500E on your course or visit us at JohnDeere.com/Colf. =

SHOWTURF, LLC BEARD EQUIPMENT COMPANY
1365 NEPTUNE DRIVE 3310 SW 7TH STREET SUITE 2
BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426  OCALA, FL 34474

Phone (888) 746-8873 (352) 368-2951

~ Fax(877) 811-9949 beardequipment.com



HAPPY
LANDINGS.

Jacobsen LF570™

Players who land on fairways cut by Jacobsen’s LF570™ lightweight fairway mower will notice their ball sits
on a very smooth, playable surface. The LF570 gives you the ability to lock in maximum mow and transport
speeds — ensuring a consistent, quality cut, regardless of the operator. Your technicians will also enjoy the
LF570’s exclusive onboard diagnostics and maintenance-free wet parking brakes. For more happy landings
on your course, demo the Jacobsen LF570 today
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TIFEAGLE

SOARS AT IBIS GOLF & C.C.

L

“After two really dry, cold winters we started seeing
some mutations in our existing bermudagrass greens.
When it started to affect ball roll, we knew we had to
do something. We tossed around MiniVerde and
TifEagle and ultimately decided on TifEagle since

o 11's such a genetically stable variety.’

Ibis Golf & Codntry Club

Matt Masemore-Director of‘Wse Maintenance
West Palm Beach, FL —

You'll find TifEagle Bermudagrass on two of the three problem. We looked at a lot of different properties, some
premier golf courses at the exclusive Ibis Golf and with MiniVerde and some with TifEagle, but ultimately
Country Club in West Palm Beach FL. The Legend decided on the TifEagle. It's a genetically stable variety
Course, a signature Jack Nicklaus design, and the that’s proven itself going on 20 years now, and we felt it
Heritage Course, designed by Jack Nicklaus II, were was the best choice for us. We also needed a grass
both converted to TifEagle in 2012. The Tradition that could recover quickly after handling a lot of traffic. So
Course, a Steve Nicklaus design, is scheduled for its far our members love it. My maintenance staff does too,
TifEagle renovation this summer. Matt Masemore, even though we're using a little more Primo and doing

Director of Golf Course Maintenance, is responsible for slightly more fertility.” Take a tip from Matt Masemore.
the management and upkeep of these three award-win-  Whether you're renovating your existing greens or
ning courses, and Matt was instrumental in the decision  planning a brand new facility, insist on the best. Specify

to go with TifEagle. “We were having some mutation certified TifEagle Bermudagrass by name. You can sod it,
and off-type issues with our existing ultradwarf greens sprig it or even no-till it under the right conditions.
and the newest was only 6 years old. It was beginning For more info and a list of TifEagle growers,

to affect ball roll on all three courses, so = z @ Visit us at www.tifeagle.com.
we knew playability would soon be a big TI ag Ie UGA Or call 706 552-4525.
Jor Greens

www.tifeagle.com
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PRESTIGIOUS
FAIRWAYS WILL HELP
DRIVE MORE PLAY
TO YOUR CLUB.

Ask Conrad Broussard, Director of Agronomy at prefer to play on championship-caliber fairways.
St. James Plantation in Southport NC. Or Berry It's more than just eye appeal. It's about playabil-
Collett, Director of Golf Maintenance for Sea Is- ity. How the ball sits up in the fairway. And for you
land’s famous Retreat Course at St. Simons Island it's about manageability. TifSport has superior sod
GA. Talk to Michael Thomas, Director of Golf strength and improved traffic tolerance, so it re-

Course Maintenance at the Arthur Hills-designed covers very quickly from injury. It has excellent
Sunset Course and Tom Fazio-designed Sunrise color, texture, density and cold tolerance. What

Course at the Country Club at Mirasol in Palm more could you and your maintenance crew ask
Beach Gardens FL. They will all for? TifSport Bermudagrass.
tell you that their TifSport fair- It's one sure way to bring
ways give them a leg up on the more play to your club.

competition. Serious golfers

QUALITY
FOR FAIRWAYS, R(lﬂ-ISAI\DTES.
TIFSPCRT®

CERTIFIED BERMUDAGRASS
For More Information Call 706 552-4525



ePerforms beautifully from tee to green to residential Excellent salt tolerance
eFastest recovering paspalum eStays dark green all year south of Vero Beach
*Excellent low light intensity tolerance (cloudy, foggy, smoggy conditions)
eMinimal pesticide requirements eCan irrigate using alternate watering
sources with high salt content or waste water while maintaining overall
appearance and playability Very little fungus if managed properly
eLow fertilization requirements

@8l THERE'S ONLY
8l ONE GRASS:

SeAIsle”

PASPALUM



Contact One of These Conscientious
Sealsle Supreme Growers
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JENNINGS

Phillip Jennings Turf Farms, LLC - Soperton GA

Contacts: Phillip Jennings, Kevin Touchstone

Toll Free: 877 887-3626 Phone: 912 529-4004
International Inquiries: +912 529-3174

Kevin Touchstone Direct: 478 494-7790 Fax: 912 529-3217
info@sodfather.com www.sodfather.com

South Florida Grassing, inc.

South Florida Grassing - Hobe Sound FL

Contact: Homer Greene

Toll Free: 800 483-4279

Phone: 772 546-4191 Fax: 772 546-3482
sfgrassing@yahoo.com www.southfloridagrassing.com

1 Southern Turf
Hawaii

Southern Turf Hawaii - Mililani HI
Contact: Danny Green

Toll Free: 808 232-2277
hawaii@woerner.com

For More Information Visit: www.seaislesupremeturf.com
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