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From left: FTGA President Mac Carroway, FTGA Past 
President Greg Pheneger, U. of Florida student Bradley 
Williams and FTGA Scholarship Chairman Stacie Zinn 
at the FTGA Conference Awards Breakfast. Photos by 
Leading Edge Communications.

 By Heather Russo,  
FTGA Director of Marketing

At the October 2010 FTGA Conference 
in Show in Orlando the Florida Turfgrass 
Research Foundation (FTRF) presented 
four Florida students with scholarships 
for the 2010-2011 academic year.  
All recipients attend either the 
University of Florida or Florida 
Gateway College (formerly Lake 
City Community College) and 
are preparing for careers as a 
golf course superintendent or 
in turfgrass management. These 
students were selected based on 
their academic record, leadership 
capabilities and extra-curricular 
activities.

University of florida: Brad-
ley Thomas Williams received 
the Col. Frank Ward Memorial 
Scholarship for $1,500.  A 2009 
recipient of the FTGA’s Max J. 

McQuade Scholarship, we are once again 
enthusiastic to award Bradley Thomas 
Williams an FTGA Scholarship. Bradley 
is working toward his Masters Degree 
in Environmental Horticulture. His 
Master’s Thesis examines traffic tolerance 
and recovery rate of eight bermudagrass 

cultivars, under the guidance of Assistant 
Professor Jason Kruse. He has taught 
turfgrass labs to undergraduate students 
at UF, delivered several guest lectures 
and is an active member of the Turf 
Club. Bradley earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in soil science from the University of 

Wisconsin. He has spent seven 
summers working on golf courses, 
has interned with the USGA Green 
Section, and upon graduation, he 
intends to pursue a career in golf 
course management in Florida.

florida Gateway College: 
Douglas Faller received the James 
L. Blackledge Memorial Scholar-
ship for $1,500.  Douglas was born 
in Winter Haven and is studying 
turf management with the inten-
tion of becoming a Florida-based 
golf course superintendent. Dur-
ing the school year, he works in 
golf course maintenance at Haile 
Plantation Golf & Country Club. 
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 His summer internship this year was 
at Cardsound Golf Club on Key Largo. 
He also participated in prep work for 
Jack Nicklaus’ Memorial Tournament 
at Murifield Village in Ohio. Douglas is 
an active member of Gateway’s FTGA 
Student Chapter. 
Stephen Denvir received the Hans 

Schmeisser Memorial Scholarship 
for $1,500.  Stephen was born in New 
Jersey and grew up in Florida.  He 
is studying to become a golf course 
superintendent and has a special inter-
est in grow-in renovations in Florida.  
Stephen is an avid golfer and serves as 
Secretary of the College’s Turf Club.  
He worked at Rivieria Country Club in 
Coral Gables, Spessard Holland Coun-
try Club in Melbourne Beach and this 
summer interned at Trump National in 
Bedminster, New Jersey.  The youngest 
of seven children of a retired firefighter’s 
and his wife, Stephen said in his  
application that he was trying to win 
this scholarship as a gift for his parents 
for all of their financial support.
Bradley Quackenbush received a 

General Scholarship for $1,000.   
Bradley was born in Winter Haven  
and is studying turf management at 
Gateway to pursue a career as a golf 
course superintendent in Florida.  
During the school year he is employed 
at Haile Plantation.  He has worked in 
turf maintenance at Champions Gate, 
near Orlando, and at highly ranked 
Winged Foot Golf Club in Mama-
roneck, New York.  This summer his 
internship was at Arnold’s Palmer’s  
Bay Hill Club & Lodge in Orlando.
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