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appropriate and good quality course 
conditioning for daily play is being 
provided. Many courses are operating 
with reduced staff, which has required 
reductions in grooming and manicuring 
practices of perimeter areas and hazards. 
So far, this change has not been noticed 
by most golfers. 

In the central and northern Florida, 
elimination or reductions in large-acre-
age winter overseeding programs also 
has been a common cost-saving mea-
sure. Large-acreage overseeding is not an 
economic, agronomic, or environmen-
tally sustainable course-management 
practice. 

As bermudagrass enters into a semi- 
to fully-dormant stage, which is the 
normal response to colder temperatures, 
quality conditioning can still be pro-
vided. Aggressive and ongoing traffic 
management must be employed when 
turf is not actively growing, and recovery 
from wear damage cannot occur, regard-
less of inputs. While we still have a way 

ships. Because of participants’ support, 
the FTRF is able to continue funding 
valuable turfgrass research and sup-
porting turfgrass students who are the 
industry’s future.
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Early Season 
Golfer And Disease 
Concerns
 By John H. Foy 

The Florida winter golf season is 
under way. While play is now increasing, 
rounds and membership levels are still 
down at many courses compared to just 
two years ago. Many courses and clubs 
throughout the state continue to deal 
with very challenging times.  

With reduced revenues, cuts in 
operating budgets and capital expendi-
tures have been mandated at essentially 
all facilities. However, based on Turf 
Advisory Service visits in late autumn, 

$1,000.  Vargas Altamirano is from 
Costa Rica and plans to use his edu-
cation to create a strategic alliance 
between researchers and other turf 
professionals working in the similar cli-
mates of Florida and Latin America.

bradlEy williams received the Max 
J. McQuade Memorial Scholarship 
awarding $1,000.  Williams earned a 
bachelor’s degree in soil science from 
the University of Wisconsin. For the 
past seven summers, Williams interned 
at golf courses in Wisconsin and 
Colorado. Upon graduation, he intends 
to pursue a career in golf course man-
agement in Florida.

FlorIDa TurFgrass researCh 
FounDaTIon lIve auCTIon

The Florida Turfgrass Research 
Foundation announced that the 
2009 Live Auction Fundraiser, held 
in conjunction with the 57th Annual 
Conference & Show, raised  $4,400 for 
turfgrass research and student scholar-

“I used EXCELLERATORTM on my worst green on the course 
and the next year it became my best green.” 

– Mark Shaw, Superintendent
Stoney Creek Golf Club

Increases wear tolerance
Helps turf resist heat/disease stress
Improves water usage efficiency
Provides a more rigid/upright stand of turf
Improves nutrient uptake
39% silicon
Results in consistently firmeResults in consistently firmer, 
faster greens and overall stronger turf
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or sacrificed early on, producing a full 
recovery during the winter is not pos-
sible. 

Recently, putting green disease 
outbreaks have been another concern 
in central to southern Florida. Going 
back to October, rainfall has been well 
below average; however, the persistence 
of warm and humid conditions, along 
with reduced sunlight intensity, resulted 
in moderate to severe outbreaks of leaf 
spot disease on putting greens, tees, 
and fairway areas. While not necessarily 
desirable, continuation or implementa-
tion of fungicide treatments is advised. 

Extreme care also needs to be exer-
cised with nitrogen fertilization and 
supplemental irrigation so as not to 
further favor disease development. If 
a disease problem is suspected, submit 
samples to the University of Florida’s 
Rapid Turfgrass Diagnostic Service. For 
more information on this tool, access 
their website at http://turfpath.ifas.ufl.
edu/.

This is certainly appropriate condi-
tioning for the vast majority of golfers. 
There are always a few who tend to be 
the most vocal, always demanding faster 
putting speeds. With more frequent dou-
ble cutting, or cutting and rolling, faster 
putting speeds can be maintained. Along 
with the necessary equipment, additional 
labor hours and time must be available 
to routinely conduct these practices, 
which incurs additional cost. 

While the ultradwarf bermudagrass 
cultivars can tolerate extremely low 
heights of cut, sufficient leaf surface 
area must be present during the late 
summer and fall for sustained growth, 
photosynthesis, carbohydrate produc-
tion, and storage. This is critical for 
properly preparing the base turf to 
survive the late fall, winter, and spring 
months. Maintaining slightly elevated 
heights of cut during the fall is neces-
sary, and once cooler temperatures pre-
vail, putting speeds will increase. If turf 
health and coverage is compromised 

to go, golfers are beginning to under-
stand and accept that green color is not 
a critical factor in course conditioning 
and quality. 

Unfortunately, however, unrealistic 
demands and expectations for fast to 
very fast putting green speeds have been 
a concern at some courses. In Florida, 
slow, soft, and wet putting green condi-
tions in the fall was a legitimate concern 
when establishing a winter overseeding 
cover on Tifdwarf bermudagrass. This 
concern was compounded by the fact 
that putting greens at northern golf 
courses were in superb condition and 
were used as a basis of comparison for 
golfers returning to their Florida courses. 

Today with ultradwarf bermudagrass 
cultivars now being the base turf on 
putting greens at most Florida courses, 
winter overseeding is no longer neces-
sary, and thus it is possible to routinely 
provide a smooth and true ball roll 
along with putting speeds in the range of 
9.5 to 10.5 ft. on the Stimpmeter. 

I N D U S T R Y  N E W S

Beneath every meticulously groomed green is dirt. And, the best dirt doesn’t just
happen. At Golf Agronomics Supply & Handling we’ve been perfecting golf
course soil and sand for more than a decade. Our computerized soil blending
equipment ensures that the mix you receive meets your exacting specifications –
every order, every time. With production facilities located throughout the
Southeast, Golf Agronomics offers volume orders and next day service.  

GOLF AGRONOMICS SUPPLY & HANDLING
Serving the Carolinas and Florida

800-626-1359 • FAX (941) 955-4690
www.golfag.com

Legendary greens and bunkers have one thing in common...

they both began with the best soil. 




