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Happy
New

Year!

I hope everyone
had a great Holiday
season.

I would like to
take this oppor-
tunity to thank
all of you who
responded to
the challenge
of fighting the EPA on the methyl
bromide issue. Due to the hundreds
of letters, emails, and phone calls, the
EPA has had a change of heart. They
are now looking at a phase-out plan for
methyl bromide. Great job, everyone,
as the feelings of many were heard as
one voice.

Hopefully, many of you will have
the chance to go to the GIS in San
Diego. A new format this year will have
the trade show open on Wednesday
and end on Thursday with no classes
competing with the show.

Don’t forget about the GCSAA
National Championship and Golf
Classic. This event also has a format
change this year. The golf tourna-
ment will be held during the weekend
prior to the GIS. You can compete
in the tournament and still be able
to take classes starting on Monday. I
have already registered to play in the
Golf Classic. It should be a great time.
Everyone should play at least once in

Bill Kistler
President

this tournament. This is a great net-
working opportunity and making new
friendships across the industry.

On Thursday night, Feb. 11, the
Florida reception will be held on the
rooftop of the Solamar Hotel in the
Gas Lamp District. Watch for your
invitation in the mail. Be sure to let
Jennifer know if you and a guest are
coming so we can order the right
amount of food.

It’s a new year, but we still have
some of the same old discussions we
had in 2009: fertilizer restrictions
and water quality issues. Anyone who
has attended these local government
meetings knows how high the emo-
tions run. The Sierra Club has been
calling the University of Florida / IFAS
turf research biased due to contribu-
tions from turf industry partners.

Who else would fund research to
help us all do our jobs better? Besides
that all the fertilizer research going
on the past few years has been funded
by a grant from the Florida Dept. of
Environmental Protection and not the
turfgrass industry. An inconvenient
truth omitted by the activists.

We need to stay focused on these
issues and make our presence known
at these meetings. Just like the grass-
roots effort with methyl bromide, our
strength is in numbers and the unity
of our message and purpose.

I look forward to seeing many of
you in San Diego. Have a busy and
profitable winter season.

FTGA Ribbon Cutting
Greg Pheneger, right,
from the Johns Island
Club is the new
president of the FTGA.
He is joined at the
FTGA Trade Show
ribbon cutting on the
left by Immediate

Past President Todd
Himmelberger, and
Vice President Mac
Carraway. See Spotlight
for more details. Photo
by Joel Jackson.




SPOTLIGHT

PresipeNT  Bill Kistler
Tampa Parms G&CC
5811 Tampa Palms Blvd.,
Tampa, FL 33647
813-972-3375

VICEPRESIDENT  Gary Myers CGCS
‘Walt Disney World Resort
9765 Gault St.,
Orlando, FL 32836
407-824-3031

SEC/TREAS ~ Mark Kann
UF Plant Science REC
2556 W Hwy 318
CITRA, FL 32113
352-591-2678

PAsT PRESIDENT ~ Shane Bass, cGcs
St. James Bay GC
201 Crooked River Rd.
Carabelle, FL 32346
850-528-3839

DIRECTORS

The Palm Beach Chapter won the 2009 FGCSA Team Trophy at Southern Dunes
GC Sept. 26. Front row from left: Jeff Klontz, Deron Zendt (also individual winner)
and Steve Bernard. Back row: Steve Wright, Jeff Veneklase, Kevin Downing, Mark
Henderson, Steve Pearson and Mark Heater. Photo by Joel Jackson.

Cawsa  Nancy Miller

gﬂfﬁlzes ;_532‘6207&@ GOI f’ ng and Club in October. Let’s hope the streak
CENTRALFLORIDA  Bill Beasley g continues as the FGCSA No. 1 Team of
;’ ;“?27‘";2; é‘e%bm& G’ vin g Wr ap Zendt (FTGA & FGCSA winner), Mark
EvercLADEs  Bill Davidson Up ‘the Yea r Henderson (Poa winner), Jim Torba
53(:9_";61;’2)"5121 (Crowfoot winner) and Seth Strickland
NortH FLORDA  Rip Phillips This Spotlight report is going to (Low average in all events) tee it up in
;\&I‘_CZ‘)]‘_E gg‘;e Ge look more like a Palm Beach highlight ~ the GCSAA Golf Championships in
PALMBEACH  Steve Pearson, CGCS film script. These folks are taking the =~ Palm Springs, CA in February.
ggf_g 2111?4359 fall season by storm. After seemingly taking home all the
RibGE  Tom Barnett It all began when the chapter
gggz‘;;{“l‘gifc defeated the SFGCSA to retain the
SEVENRIVERs  Mark Kann Blackledge Trophy in the chapters’
;Jst _f;l;‘l‘f 256“;‘;““6 REC annual golf match at their September

joint meeting at the Boca West CC.
Then Deron Zendt from the Banyan
CC in West Palm Beach won the
FTGA and FGCSA golf championships
back to back one week apart, also in
September. Led by Zendt’s score of 70,
the Palm Beach No. 1 Team of Mark
Henderson, Steve Bernard and Mark
Heater fired the lowest-ever aggregate
score of 293 to defend their FGCSA

SoutH FLorIDA  Ricky Reeves
Miami Beach CC
786-402-7157
Sun CoasT  Bob Wagner
Coral Creek Club
941-697-3208
TREASURE COAST ~ Roy MacDonald
Hobe Sound GC
772-546-7243
WEsT Coast  Kevin Sunderman
Isla Del Sol
727-867-8098

STAFF .
ExecuTive DIRECToR Joel Jackson Team T¥0th. at the Florida GCSA Golf
6780 Tamarind Circle Championship at the Southern Dunes

Orlando, FL 32819

407-248-1971 voice/fax GC in Haines Clty'

Peter Snyder officially began his

FLGm@aol com Then the Palm Beach chapter duties as the new executive director
ASSOCIATION MANAGER Jennifer Innes scored a golfing hat trick as they of the Florida Turfgrass Association
PO Box 65

defeated the Treasure Coast GCSA for
the Wagner Trophy at their annual
joint meeting at the Jupiter Island

at the Conference and Show Sept. 16.
Photo provided by Leading Edge
Communications.

Jensen Beach, FL 34958
772-334-7515; 800-732-6053 (FL)
fgesa@comcast.net
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The Florida West Coast Chapter thanks the following
sponsors for their generous support of this event.

SIGNATURE SPONSOR
Westco Turf

SPONSORS

Almar

Barnett Management
Citrus Seven

DuCor International
DuPont Acelepryn

olf Agror
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Phoenix

ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Discover Phoenix Environmental Care.

A new generation of quality products.

The complete line of advanced fungicides,
herbicides, insecticides and plant growth regulators
from Phoenix Environmental Care provides
superintendents with superior quality, resistance

management tools and guaranteed performance.

To learn how Phoenix’s value-enhanced pesticides
can benefit your golf course, contact 888.240.8856,

or visit www.phoenixenvcare.com.

Contact Craig Smith at 516.301.8326.

NexGen

Enhanced Technology

©?2008 Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. The Phoenix logo is a registered trademark of
Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. Always read and follow label directions.

SPOTLIGHT

gold and the glory this fall,
The Palm Beach Chapter
also has a charitable giv-
ing side. The members
chose two very worthwhile
projects to give back to the
community. The chapter
sponsored a beautification
project that included a but-
terfly garden and a colorful
entry way for the Special
Olympics complex in Lake
Worth. PBGCSA board
member Kevin Downing,

cgcs, designed and coordi-
nated this project with the
supportive efforts of Aiello
Landscape and Ryan Golf.
The Palm Beach GCSA
also reached out to the First
Tee of the Palm Beaches.
The facility is located at
the Dwyer Park landfill
in northern Palm Beach
County and is dedicated to
promoting the game of golf
as a positive influence on
the area’s youth. The Palm

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY - FTGA REGIONAL SEMINARS
5 Tampa St. Lawrence Parrish, 5325 N. Himes Ave

6 Orlando

Valencia West Campus, 1800 S. Kirkman Rd

7 Ft. Myers  Three Oaks Banquet & Conference Ctr,
20991 Three Oaks Pkwy

12 Vero Beach Richardson Center, Indian River State
College, 6155 College Lane

13 Lake Worth Polish American Club, 4725 Lake Worth Rd.

14 Plantation Central Park, 9151 NW 2nd Street

19 Ocala Marion County Extension Service, 2232 NE
Jacksonville Road

20 JacksonvilleDuval County Extension Service, 1010 N.

McDuff Ave
21 Miltion

Santa Rosa County Auditorium, 4530
Jimmy's Way

Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. at all locations. Get more
detailed information at www.ftga.org

FGCSA CHAPTER EVENTS
JANUARY

8 Calusa GCSA Meeting, Coral Oaks G.C.

1 Central Florida/FTGA Research Tournament,
Interlachen CC, Winter Park

13 Seven Rivers Meeting, Continental C.C.

FEBRUARY

8-12  GCSAA Golf Industry Show (GIS), San Diego, CA
1 FGCSA GIS Reception, Solamar Hotel, Gas Lamp

Quarter
MARCH

8 NFGCSA Florida Research Tournament , Pablo Creek GC

15 Ridge Invitational, Eaglebrooke G.C.

(TBA) Everglades Naples Princess Sunset Cruise, Suncoast
Scramble, South Florida Turf Expo and FGCSA Spring

Regulator Tour
APRIL

8 Everglades Spring Symposium, Naples Beach Hotel
12 North Florida, Memorial Tournament, Marsh Creek GC
19 Seven Rivers Jeff Hayden Envirotron Classic
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Thank You Sponsors

for helping us

to Celebrate the

25th Annual South Florida
GCSA Benefit for the
National Center for
Missing & Exploited
Children.

. George Elliot, Inc Turfgrass
Aeration Technology Organic Laboratories

Area Paving Florida Turf Support (2)

John Degre Landscape/Lesco Spreadrite

Show Turf/John Deere Golf South Florida Special Products
Hendrix & Dail Pike Creek

Florida Superior Sand Humate International

Ragan Technical Solutions

Tom Burrows Turfgrass Services
Independent Turf Partners
Biscayne Electric

Dow AgroScience — Beverage Cart

Ragan Technical Solutions —
Beverage Cart

Kilpatrick Turf — Closest to the Pin

Greens Grade Services —
Beverages

All of the

volunteers

who gave

up their day to help us.
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SPOTLIGHT

Photo by Joel Jackson.

Beach chapter members are
currently re-evaluating all
equipment and programs
used to maintain the turf
and recently donated $3,500
to refurbish many items.
Craig Watson is coordinat-
ing these efforts as the facil-
ity’s executive director. As

a way of saying thanks, the
First Tee will be sponsoring
an educational program and
skills challenge for many
Palm Beach County golf
course employees.

While the Palm Beach
Chapter may have been
hogging this Spotlight, it
was hard earned and well
deserved.

Meanwhile one of the
oldest ongoing charitable
tournaments hosted by
superintendents, The
South Florida GCSA M&E
Tournament, celebrated its
25th anniversary this past
October at the Carolina
Club in Margate. This event
has been raising funds for
the National Center for

The SFGCSA celebrated the 25th Me&E Tournament by
donating $25,000 to the Florida Chapter of the National
Center for Missing & Exploited Children. From left, SFGCSA
President Ted Hile, Nancy McBride and Nancy Sullivan of the
NCMEC/FL and Kelly Cragin, tournament committeeman.

Missing and Exploited
Children (NCMEC/FL -
Formerly known as The
Adam Walsh Center/FL)
During 2008, NCMEC/
FL was directly involved
in 297 missing child cases
and assisted in the recovery

Special Olympics Coordinator
Richard Fleming, right, thanks
Palm Beach board member
Kevin Downing for the
landscape beautification work
at the Lake Worth complex.
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of 113 children. The group
also distributed more than
4,000 pieces of safety materi-
als. Since the merger with
NCMEC in 1990, Florida
group has played a direct
role in more than 2,500
missing children cases and
has provided assistance in
the recovery of more than
700 of Florida’s missing chil-
dren. This year the SFGCSA
donated $25,000 in honor
of the 25th anniversary.
The chapter has donated
approximately $500,000 for
this worthy cause.
Congratulations to all
our chapters for their local
charity involvement. We look
forward to reporting the
results of the many holiday
events that chapters will be
holding in December. Happy
holidays to one and all.

Founders of the SFGCSA M&E Tournament celebrate the event’s 25th Anniversary at the
Carolina Club. From left: Bob Klitz, Nancy Sullivan, Bill McKee, David Lottes, Bill Entwhistle,

Jr., Nancy McBride and Bill Entwhistle, Sr. Photo by Joel Jackson.

And speaking of chari-
table giving, last but not least
we’d like to recognize the
Everglades GCSA for main-
taining its annual Platinum
Club status by donating
$5,000 to the GCSAA’s

Environmental Institute for
Golf. The FGCSA is cur-
rently in the annual Gold
Tee Club. In cumulative
giving to the EIFG over the
years, the FGCSA is in the
Presidential Club ($100,000

to $249,000); the EGCSA

is in the Governor’s Club
($50,000 to $99,000); the
Palm Beach, South Florida
and Treasure Coast chapters
are in the Statesman Club
($10,000 - $24,999).

GREEN CaLITE™

GREEN MAGIC™

(800) 340-3888

AlmarTurf.com

GREEN’S BROTHER™

™

BEAUTI-GREEN™
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SPOTLIGHT

Inaugural Wells Memorial Raises $4,000 for Research

By Bobby Ellis

The Tom Wells Memorial
Tournament was held at
The Club at Eaglebrooke
in Lakeland, Oct. 1 to pay
tribute to the late Tom Wells,
who unexpectedly died Jan.
20.

Wells enjoyed the game
of golf and was a great
ambassador for the industry.
His tremendous passion for
the industry was evident
by his numerous volunteer
hours for various FGCSA
chapters and the Florida
Turfgrass Association, which
he served as president in
2004-2005.

He received the 2009
Wreath of Grass award
posthumously at the 2009
FTGA Conference and
Show in September at
Palm Beach Gardens. The
Wreath of Grass is FTGA’s
highest honor for dedica-
tion and service to the
turfgrass industry. The
award was accepted by his
son Scott on behalf of the
family.

Scott Wells helped to
organize this event and
the family was on hand to
thank everyone for their

IN MEMORIAM
The Tom Wells we all love and remember, left, as he
congratulates Matt Taylor on becoming the FTGA president

back in 2005.

support and participatoion
to honor Tom’s memory
and his passion for the
turfgrass industry. In con-
junction with the Ridge
Chapter, Scott plans to
make this annual event to
raise turf research funding.
The weather was perfect
for the golf tournament and,
thanks to Alan Puckett, the
course was in excellent con-
dition for the four-person

The Suncoast team of (I-r) Darden Nicks, Tom Robertson and
Bill Tyde journeyed up from Sarasota to honor Tom and ended
up winning the scramble tournament. Photo by Joel Jackson.

scramble. A good time was
had by all, and in keeping
with “The Ridge” tradition,

a barbecue cookout and
awards dinner was held after-
wards.

The overall winning
team was from the FGCSA
Suncoast Chapter, consist-
ing of Darden Nicks, Laurel
Qaks CC; Tom Robertson,
Bird Bay GC; and Bill Tyde,
Mission Valley G&CC. First
low net went to the team
from Coastal Equipment:
Natalie Roy, Gary Newcomb,
Big Cypress Golf Club, Rafael
Villegas and Wes Weathers
of Mystic Dunes. Second low
net went to Scott Wells, Marc
Dull, Brad Mashburn, and
Pete Schownir (obviously up
and coming Ridge sandbag-
gers!).

The tournament commit-
tee would like to recognize
the following sponsors and to
say “Thank You” for helping
make this first annual event a
huge success:

The committee pays a spe-
cial thank-you to the man-

agement team of The Club at
Eaglebrook; to Alan Puckett,
golf course superintendent
and his staff for a job well
done; to Ray Cuzzone for
donating his services for
preparing the barbecue din-
ner, and to the many local
courses and businesses that
donated items for the raffle
drawing.

The tournament raised
more than $ 4,000, which
will be donated to the
Florida Turfgrass Research
Foundation in Tom’s honor
for the continuation of turf-
grass research.

ToMm WELLS
MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT

Committee
Scott Wells, Bobby Ellis and
Alan Puckett

Major Sponsors
Harrells, Inc.

Golf Ventures
Coastal Equipment

Other Sponsors
Ridge GCSA
Suncoast GCSA
South Florida GCSA
Everglades GCSA
Seven Rivers GCSA
Go-For Supply, Inc.
Florida Turfgrass Association
Ellis Turf Services, Inc.
GreenEdge Technologies, LLC
Pasteuria Bioscience
Jay McCord
Cemex — Aggregate Div.
DuPont
Todd Himmelberger
Art Lewis
Joe Ondo, cGcs
Dan Jones
State Farm Insurance
Frank LaPietra
Wing House
Charles A. Hicks Jr.
Drew Gillen
Bright House Networks
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COVER STORY

In 2005 the University of Florida Part of the 1.5 acre, 9-hole putting course. In the background football goal post and
opened the new turf and agricultural soccer net indicate area dedicated to sports turf research. Photo by Daniel Zelazek
research complex on more than 1100
acres of donated land roughly 20 miles ~ west Gainesville, were relocated to this  (or green if you like).

south of Gainesville. The G. C. Horn new facility which sports more than 40 Mark Kann, current coordinator of
Turf Research Plots, formerly located acres of turf plots, three full-size golf research programs for turf, says travel
near the Devil’s Mill Hopper in north-  holes and a nine-hole putting course time getting to the new turf plots by
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faculty, staff and research assistants
is about the same (20 minutes) when
you factor in the crosstown traffic ver-
sus the easy drive down I-75 or even
U.S. 441. By consolidating people and
equipment at one location, IFAS was
able to maximize productivity and
economize on expenses. Kann says
personnel at the whole unit assist one \
another in land preparation, infra-
structure repairs and improvements,
planting and harvesting crops and the - A
latter includes helping to sod and sprig
turf plots. It’s a total team effort.

The best time to see the facility
and absorb the scope of the work
being done there is the annual IFAS
Spring Field Day in May. After getting
a handle on all of the comprehensive
turfgrass research, take a full tour of
the other research projects... from avo-
cados to watermelons. Did you know
blueberry breeding was a huge fund-
ing source for IFAS research?

Back to our own specialty, Kann
and his three assistants — Joel Berry,

]

T

Y’

sodsolutions.com/FloridaGreen
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COVER STORY

Photo by Mark Kann.

It’s not just a question
of mowing 40

acres of grass. It's a
question of mowing
40 acres of different
cultivars of turf.

Dave Carson and Bob Jones — are
charged with the primary maintenance
of the 40 acres of turf plots and the golf
holes. It’s not just a question of mow-
ing 40 acres of grass. It’s a question of
mowing 40 acres of different cultivars
of turf: bermuda (16), paspalum (3)
bahia (3), zoysia (9), St. Augustine (10),
centipede (3), cartpetgrass (1), bent-
grass (1), ryegrass (1), sporobola (1),
buffalograss (1) and perennial peanut
(1). Now put those grasses under the
control of 15 faculty researchers and

In 2006 UF/IFAS dedicated the new G.C. Horn Turfgrass Field Labratory in Citra. 12 graduate students monitoring 50-75

ongoing research projects and figure

12

If you're looking for some help on your course, consider
the Stores-on-Wheels’. We can deliver agronomic
expertise, top brands and more straight to your course.
Call us at 1-800-321-5325. We can help with whatever
job you have in mind. www.JohnDeere.com/golf

@ JOHN DEERE
GOLF
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My goal is to maintain
these plots and golf
holes as close to the
real world as possible...
But we also have

to compromise to
meet our budgets.

out your mowing and maintenance
schedule.

Kann admits the toughest adjust-
ment he had to make was to learn that
research can be ugly. He had to learn
how to suppress his natural instinct to
solve a problem or bad condition of
the turf and, instead, let the turf plots
exhibit the stresses without correction.
Of course once a research project is
over he can use his skills to rehab the
plots and produce a healthy stand of
grass for the next study.

One key to his job is keeping in

constant communication with the fac-
ulty researchers, so any routine main-
tenance that needs to be done doesn’t
interfere with something the researcher
wants to accomplish.

For example, Kann planted some
Larraflower to provide a food source
for the Larra wasp that attacks mole
crickets, including those that were
chewing up the sports field plots. Dr.
Detman-Cruz was very happy, but
entomologist Dr. Eileen Buss needed to
have a mole cricket population so she
can study the pest. So the Larraflower
planting was reduced in size to accom-
modate all sides. Remember, research
can be ugly!

Besides the very complex schedul-
ing challenge on the plots, Kann had to
come up with a realistic maintenance
plan for the actual golf holes. Budget
constraints prohibit the luxury of daily
maintenance. “My goal is to maintain
these plots and golf holes as close to
the real world as possible,” Kann said.

3637 State Road 44
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
Ph (386) 428-8889 Fax (386) 428-8879
www. beemansnursery.com  email: beemansnursery @att.net

* Stop Watering *Stop Fertilizing
* Stop Mowing *Add Diversity

Replace Your
Out-Of-Play Turf
With
Native Grasses

WINTER 2010
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Photo by Joel Jackson.

MARK KANN

Originally From: New Jersey

Family: Mother in Florida, brother in
New Jersey.

Education: B.S. in Turfgrass
Science, UE, 1999. AA from Pasco
Hernando Community College,
1997. Undergraduate courses at
Trenton (NJ) State College, 1993-
95.

Employment: Coordinator of
Research Projects 2006-present.
Superintendent Meadow Oaks
G&CC, 2001-2006; Assistant Supt
Golden Ocala CC 2000-2001;
Assistant Supt Champions Club
1999-2000.

Professional Affiliations & Offices
Held: FGCSA — current secretary/
treasurer and education chairman,

“But we also have to compromise to
meet our budgets, so we experimented
with various mowing schedules to
reduce scalping.

“We are a five-day-a-week opera-
tion. We found that mowing Monday
and Tuesday, skipping Wednesday
and mowing Thursday and Friday
worked for us. Of course sometimes
the researchers tell us not to mow some
plots depending on their study objec-
tives.”

SUPERINTENDENT FACTS

Mark Kann (far right) enjoys leading and teaching on student and vistor tours.

director since 2005; GCSAA Class
A member since 1997; Seven Rivers
GCSA past president; FTGA —
Board member and IFAS Advisory
Committee chair; USGA.

Work philesophy and advice: Do
things right the first time. It’s
about quality not just quantity.
Doing something over takes longer
than taking the time to get it right
the first time.

Goals: Attain CGCS status and get my
masters degree.

Hobbies & Interests: Anything to do
with water — swimming, tubing,
fishing. Also like cooking, golf-
ing and attending Gator football
and basketball games. Just started
attending a new church, the First
Lutheran of Gainesville.

When it comes to pest control and
IPM programs, Kann follows a low-
maintenance approach, monitoring the
idle plots and golf holes, and applying
herbicides and insecticides as needed
to keep them from being infested and
unusable for testing. He also applies

preventive fungicides to the golf greens.

In addition he maintains buffer zones
around the site’s water bodies.

The wildlife inventory on the prop-
erty is huge, thanks to the rural loca-

tion and easy access by larger animals.
The list includes alligators, bald eagles,
barn owls, bears, cows, coyotes, deer,
donkeys, fox, hawks, heron, sandhill
cranes, all the small song bird spe-
cies, and tilapia. Speaking of sandhill
cranes Kann said there are about 20
year-round resident cranes, but during
the winter migratory season, the sky is
black like a thundercloud with them;
about 20,000 will roost on the prairie
just east of the turf plots.

With all the headaches that come
with managing such a diverse expanse
of turf under so many research-
imposed restriction, Kann cites the
teaching and education opportunities
that come from hosting a variety of
tours as a source of reward and per-
sonal satisfaction. Besides the annual
spring IFAS Field Day in May, there are
tours and classes all year long includ-
ing the Farm Bureau, Master Gardeners
and legislators.

One of Kann’s favorites was a group
called the Gulf Coast Air Streamers that
just showed up one afternoon around
1:00 pm asking if they could have a
tour. He said, “We’re eager and happy
to share and showcase our facility and
the work being done so we don’t really
turn people down. Normally a typical
group tour would last about an hour,
but these folks were so engaged and
asked so many questions that 4 o’clock
rolled around before I knew it.”

And some of the work currently
going on is the research funded by
the Florida Dept. of Environmental
Protection focused on the runoff and
leaching of fertilizers and basic nutrient
requirements for healthy turf.

Besides the DEP work, there are turf
breeding programs, nematode work,
pesticide studies, sports turf wear, fer-
tility and overseeding and water-mois-
ture-sensing technology and irrigation
requirements. Research seeks an answer
to a question framed as an hypoth-
esis. Sometimes the results is perhaps
inconclusive or, in many cases, leads to
other questions. Research is an ongo-
ing process that has helped all of us do
our jobs more efficiently and in a more
environmental friendly way.

While the Research Center staff is
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Vehicle: 2000 Ford Ranger
The last good movie I saw: Angels & Demons.

I stay home to watch: How I Met Your Mother. Representing
The book I’ve been reading: The Bible. the Seven
Favorite meal: Sushi or Mexican. Rivers
Prized possessions: Photos of my father, who passed away Chapter,
when I was 15. Mark presents
Personal heroes: My parents a check for
Nobody knows that I: Played lacrosse in college. $5,000 to
I’m better than anyone else when it comes to: Planning FGCSA
ahead. President

If I could do it over: I would have become a professional Shane Bass,
wrestler. CGCS in

I’d give anything to meet: Jimmy Buffet. 2009. Photo
My fantasy is: Learn to sail. Cruise the Carribbean. Hang by Joel

out with Jimmy Buffet. Jackson.

The one thing I can’t stand: Doing things twice. My dream foursome would be: Tiger, Arnold, Fred

If I could change one thing about myself: I’d lose more Couples and me.

weight. Down 41 1bs so far. My best fish story: Went fishing in 8-foot seas in a small
Most humbling experience: Being diagnosed with diabetes.  boat. Caught fish. Got seasick.

The words that best describe me: Dedicated and deter- My most amazing/lucky/important golf shot: Hole in
mined. one, 4th hole Ironwood GC.
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Kann lives on

the property in a
manufactured home.
'Yep, I live in a gated
community!" he said.

basically on a five-day work week, Kann
lives on the property in a manufactured
home. I asked if his only way out was
through the main gate on State Road
318, he smiled and said, “Yep, I live in a
gated community!” While his commute
to work might be short in the morn-
ing, Kann is on duty 24/7 thanks to the
automatic freeze alarm installed in the
house. He said, “My job is to crank up
the irrigation all across the property if
we are going to have a frost or freeze.

I live in the coldest spot on the prop-
erty so I have some lead time to make
my rounds turning on the water as
directed.”

Prior to assuming his current posi-
tion, Kann was a full-time golf course
superintendent at Meadow Oaks GC
near New Port Richey. He served on the
Seven Rivers GCSA board of directors
including president of the chapter and
he still serves as the chapter’s exter-
nal vice president, and oh by the way,
he’s also the secretary/treasurer of the
Florida GCSA.

While it’s true that the acreage of
the golf holes under his supervision is
small and they submit to only a couple

Two of the seven “mini” bunkers on the putting course. In the background just a of hundred rounds per year by faculty,
partial view of the expansive agricultural research fields at the Plant Science Center. staff and students, Kann is still consid-
Photo by Daniel Zelazek. ered a Class A member by the GCSAA
Dry Fertilizer Office: 954-741-4041
Bulk Liquid Fertilizer Fax: 954-741-4082

Ay . GREEN-WAY

Quality Turf Products
‘We Specialize in Keeping you GREEN

MANGA PLEX PLUS « ULTRA - GREEN - BIO-PLEX

10008 N.W. 53rd Street » Sunrise, Florida 33351
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From left: UF/IFAS Agricultural Assistants for turf Joel Berry, Dave Carson and Bob Jones.

Photo by Mark Kann

Location: University of Florida IFAS Plant Science
Research and Education Unit, Citra

Ownership: University of Florida

Field laboratory includes: 3 golf holes, a 9-hole natural
turf putting course, one island green and 40 acres of
research turf plots.

Designed by: Jan Beljan, Constructed by UF personnel
and opened in 2005.

Management Team: Director of Research Programs
Daniel Colvin, Ph.D; Coordinators of Research
Programs are Mark Kann (Turf), Jim Boyer (Citrus
and Agriculture), Carl Vining (Private Research),
Buck Nelson (Fruit & Vegetables) and Administrative
Assistant Tonya Morgan

Major projects: Taking out undulations in #1 fairway

and renovating the island green. Added back tee to #2.

Added turfgrass nursery.

Greens: 3 acres. Turf types — Tifdwarf, Classic Dwarf,
TifEagle and SeaDwarf. HOC: 0.100- 0.165 inches
depending on turf type. Overseeded with Poa trivi-
alis 6-8 1bs/1,000 sq.ft. Mowing schedule — Monday,

G C HorN MEMORIAL TURFGRASS FIELD LABORATORY

Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday.

Tees: 1 acre. Turf types
— bermuda (Classic,
Tifsport, Celebration
and Princess); pas-
palum (Sea Isle Supreme
and Aloha); zoysia
(Ultimate and Pristine).
HOC: 0.5 inches.
Mowed on Mondays
and Thursdays. Various
overseeding rates and
types of seed.

Fairways and Roughs:
Fwys: 4 acres. Roughs

: 10 acres. Turf types

— bermuda (Tifway
419, Tifsport and
Celebration); paspalum
( SeaDwarf and Aloha).
HOC: 0.625 inches on
fwys and 1-2 inches on
roughs. Mowed on Mondays and Thursdays. No over-
seeding.

Bunkers: 7 on the golf holes and 7 on the putting course.
Sand type: Florida Rock 329; raked with Sand Pro 3020
and by hand.

Native Plants and Trees: A variety of native trees and
ornamental grasses and plants is used to landscape
the area for display and examples of Florida friendly
plants.

Irrigation water source: Well. Irrigation Control System:
Toro Site Pro. Heads on 50 ft. spacing. Separate fertiga-
tion system for greens programs.

Water Management/Conservation: St. Johns River Water
Management District. We use rain sensors, ET sensors,
soil moisture senors and common sense.

Communications: Weekly meetings with managers on
Mondays and crews on Tuedays.

Staff: Mark Kann, coordinator of research programs;
Agricultural assistants — Dave Carson, Joel Berry and
Bob Jones. Part time help using six county inmate day
laborers.
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and he is immersed in the future of golf
as never before and it’s time to tell that
story. I wondered what possessed him
to choose this particular career path.
“My dad was a science teacher and
I think I was curious about how things
worked,” Kann said. “Unfortunately,
Dad passed away when I was 15 and
I think I struggled a long time to deal
with that loss and I wasn’t as focused
as I should have been for many years.
My GPA at Trenton State College was
nothing to write home about, but when
home became Florida and I took up
golf, things began to change.
“Mostly they changed because of
Sonny Kirkland at Beacon Woods GC
and Jeff Hayden with Golf Ventures
at the time. I had been looking for a
part-time job to provide free golf and
I applied to Beacon Woods as a cart
attendant. Unknown to me was that
Sonny was in charge of cart mainte- Since the three full-size golf holes run alongside the turf research plots, when staff
nance. When I followed up about the and students play the course they must take a free drop from the turf plots. No divots
job, I found out that Sonny had pulled  allowed.

South Florida Grassing, Inc
Z&veﬁo Years in the Grassing Industry, I:

TifEagle Supreme

Sod, Sprigs and Rolls available

® Qur grass is grown in Hobe Sound on gassed, sand-based sail
e Installafion, Hydro-mulching, grassing and mulching also available

Tifway 419 TifSport Registered
Wy, Tifdwarf
Certified Producer

N\ Southern Seed
Certification Association

(772) 546-4191 Fax (772) 546-3482 800-483-4279
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I suppose deep inside
I always wanted to be
a teacher, and through
my contacts with

the university, it was
an appealing career
decision when this
position opened up.

my application as cart attendant and he
offered me a job on the crew.

“Two weeks later the overseed deliv-
ery truck pulled in and I and one other
guy unloaded the whole truck by one
bag at a time. I found out that’s why
Sonny had hired that big, strapping
young kid.

“I moved up quickly under Sonny’s
guidance and my curiosity about things
returned and Sonny tirelessly answered
my questions about golf course main-
tenance. I enrolled at the University of
Florida and thought I wanted to be a
landscape architect. After a few classes
and lots of money spent on buying
supplies to build scale models, which
often ended up in the instructor’s trash
can, I switched to the new turf science
major.

“While I was in school, Jeff Hayden
would come visit us at our Turf Club
meetings. Jeff was a legend in the area
and he dearly loved working with
students, talking shop and most of all
talking about research. We spent many
an afternoon at the Ale House in long
discussions about turf management and
the future of the business. When I made
a 4.0 GPA in my last two years I brought
the 1.9 GPA from junior college up to a
3.47.1 was back on track thanks to my
mentors.

“I suppose deep inside I always
wanted to be a teacher, and through
my career travels and involvement and
contacts with the university, it was an
appealing career decision when this
position opened up. Helping researchers
conduct classes and tours with their turf
students and leading other industry and
public tours at the Plant Science Center
has helped me scratch that teaching
itch.”

Research assistant Tommy DeBerry on the turf plots extracting a water sample from
an in-ground lysimeter used to collect leachate. Photo by Daniel Zelazek.
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Make Every Drop Count!

By Joel Jackson

At the 2009 National Golf Day visit
to Washington, DC in May, the Allied
Golf Associations presented the most
recent data on the economic and envi-
ronmental impacts of the nation's golf
industry. Members told legislators that
golf accounted for $76 billion in rev-
enues and 2 million jobs. Perhaps even
more important in today’s regional
“water wars,” the group noted that golf
course irrigation accounts for only
one-half of one percent of the water
pumped in the United States. Yet the
perception is perpetuated that golf
courses are “big water users.”

GCSAA also released the findings
of the 2008 member needs assess-
ment survey: 84 percent said their
“top environmental topic of concern”
is water efficiency techniques. When
asked about priorities for funding by
The Environmental Institute for Golf,
52 percent of respondents responded:
“a template to develop water conser-
vation plans.” So even though actual
golf water use is low compared to
agriculture, public supply (indoor
and outdoor uses), power generation,
industry and business, we are still
searching for better ways to man-
age our water resources in terms of

quantity and quality.

The South Florida Water
Management District has asked the
Florida GCSA to help draft and con-
duct a survey to detail the ways golf
courses in its district efficiently man-
age water use. If you're in that WMD,
please make it priority to participate.
We are always looking for ways to
showcase our environmental steward-
ship and this will be a good way to
get some positive publicity about golf
course management.

The following comments from your
peers include new design, renovation
projects and daily operation.

STEVE KELLER, JULIETTE FALLS CC

The design of Juliette Falls incorpo-
rated more than 30 stormwater reten-
tion areas, including three lined lakes,
waterfall features, and several miles
of underground storm piping to col-
lect rainfall and stormwater runoff for
use as irrigation and reduction on the
dependence on groundwater.

The landscape palette is nearly all
native species requiring no irrigation
after establishment. The irrigation
system was designed so each sprinkler
can be controlled individually, making
adjustments daily to prescribe irriga-
tion for specific turf areas and plant

material. Each planted tree, bush and
shrub was installed with low-flow bub-
blers to ensure plant survival until
established.

During the recent drought, we lim-
ited the water on plant material to one
time per week with individual plants
receiving about 1 gallon of water as
needed. These bubblers can be adjusted
to match irrigation to each plant’s needs.

We look at water use like balancing
a checkbook; knowing what you have
in the bank and making it work for you
through the year. A little left over is
always nice.

We did not overseed last winter and
recorded 33 heavy frost and one period
below 32 for 15 hours, which burned
everything back. We estimated saving
upwards of $100,000 and nearly 25
million gallons of water.

STEVE PEARSON, CGCS, THE FALLS CC

We had a hydraulic Toro Vari-time
system for the first 11 years at our
club. In 1998 we upgraded to the Toro
SitePro computer software with Osmac
satellites using hydraulic/electric sole-
noids. We have saved at least 15 percent
in our water use and most years when
we aren’t in a drought, we are saving
30-35 percent.

Individual sprinkler run-times have

Cisco Navas (Cypress Woods Golf
Golf and CC), Sean Anderson (Card
Pheneger at Johns Island Golf Club all

it takes to maximize the efficiency of

and CC), Greg Kriesch (Heritage Palms
Sound Golf Club) and others like Greg
have made conscious efforts to do what

their water use by utilizing this state of

the art soil monitoring system. The system works by bury-
ing unique sensors in the ground that transmit real time
measurements of soil moisture (volumetric water content),
salinity (dS/m) and temperature (°F) with precision to
above ground communication routers. A series of routers

Soil Moisture Sensors

The Newest Tool for Managing Efficient Irrigation

net browser source.

make up a wireless mesh communica-
tion system so that any number of
sensors and routers can be installed at
a property to communicate with each
other. All of the communication is
directed to a gateway router that trans-
mits the data to the secure UgMO™
server. The user can then see the data

and interpretation of that data in real time from any inter-

Carmen Magro, CGCS
VP of Agronomy
Advanced Sensor Technology, Inc.
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taken out a lot of wasted water. We

use different run times for at least 20
specific programs and then we use a
percentage of that run-time for each
sprinkler. Over time we have been able
to fine tune our system to get even bet-
ter control and use less water.

In the summer of 2007 we totally
redesigned our greens complexes and
were able to again refine our system by
putting in more than 100 new heads
so that we have in-board and outboard
sprinklers around the greens. Each
sprinkler’s arc is adjusted to attain
proper coverage without overwatering.
We are covered wall-to-wall with 813
sprinklers throughout the course.

We equipped some small landscape
areas with drip irrigation even though
those areas didn’t really use a lot of
water to begin with. But by doing so
we still saved water.

We have done a lot more hand
watering of greens since our 2007 con-
version especially with the change from

Superintendent Todd Draffen checks green’s head for proper operation, and using
native plant material (in the background) reduces irrigated acres on the course. Photo

by Joel Jackson.

Tifdwarf to Mini-Verde. By watering
only the “hot spots” we put the water
exactly where it is needed.

Greens and tees get monthly spray
applications of wetting agents; all areas

get additional year-round wetting-
agent coverage through our fertigation
system. Not only have we reduced water
use, but I have seen a real reduction of
dry areas since we have been on a regu-
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lar wetting-agent program. On severe
dry spots we apply granular wetting
agents and we also apply wetting agents
while hand watering.

We hope to convert some out-of-play
areas to a naturalized look which would
save additional water.

BiLL DAVIDSON, CC OF NAPLES

During the summer of 2009, the
Country Club of Naples, built in 1964,
underwent a major renovation. Most
importantly, a focus was placed on
increasing the irrigation and drain-
age efficiencies. The recent dramatic
increase in the cost of water was one
factor that triggered the project We
needed to reduce the irrigated area and
increase the application efficiency!

The first step was to discuss our
concerns and issues with our architect,
Gordy Lewis. Because the course was
a parkland style, Gordy was able to
eliminaate 32 sprinkler heads through
creative design.

Another major consideration was
application efficiency. Prior to the reno-
vation, all fairway and rough heads were
paired, with multiple holes being con-
trolled from one satellite. In discussions
with our irrigation vendor regarding
converting to single head control, they
estimated that an efficiency increase of
30-50 percent could be realized

Conversion would mean an addi-
tional capital investment in hardware,
but the return on investment would
be realized in 10 years or less. During
reconstruction of the course, eight addi-
tional satellites were installed and all
heads were separated into single head
control for maximum control potential.

Another part of the irrigation plan
was to address poor sprinkler head
placement around the greens. All of the
greens had dedicated greens and slope
heads, but most of the greens complexes
only had three heads to water the put-
ting surface, causing a lot of water to
be applied to non—target areas. Again,

the irrigation distributor was asked for
advice on correct head placement and
nozzle sizing for each green.

We learned that, prior to the reno-
vation, all the greens heads had much
larger nozzles in them than required.
This meant that a tremendous amount
of water was being applied outside the
target area. So all green diameters were
measured and the correct nozzles were
installed. The cost to replace the nozzles
to increase water application efficiency
was well worth it in water savings.

AND NOW FOR SOME QUICK TIPS:

1. Make sure your wet well is clean
and you have no debris in your lines or
heads — Mike Radford, MRI, Inc., Cape
Coral.

2. Verify proper nozzle size for each
head location.

3. Adjust computer ET values to
adjust run times based on actual head
location — mound, fairway, rough, etc.

4. Create programs to address dry

WINTER 2010

27




spots, mounds, low areas, greens, tees,
etc.

5. Consider manually knocking a
minute or two off computer-generated
run times to save water.

6. Monitor and note stations where
time can be reduced without sacrificing
turf quality or playability.

7. Investigate alternative sources of
water to reduce dependence on wells —
reclaimed water, storm water, surface

SuPER TiIP
Going for the
Green

By Darren ]. Davis

“Going green” has become a popu-
lar, feel-good catch phrase, but “going
green” can often cost lots of green, thus
deterring the effort. At Olde Florida
we have always adhered to the legal
recycling requirements with the proper
disposal/recycling of used oil, batteries
and tires. In Collier County,
business recycling of paper,
plastic, cardboard etc. comes
at a cost.

Recently my equipment
manager attended a Turf
Equipment Service Technicians
Association meeting and
the Collier County recycling
coordinator, the guest speaker,
provided take-home materials
that outlined tips for going
green. After reviewing the
materials with key staffers,
we determined that we could

water and horizontal wells. If consider-
ing switching to seashore paspalum turf
you may be able to tap into a brackish
water aquifer.

8. Invest in a water audit to maxi-
mize system efficiency.

9. Experiment with self-imposed
restrictions on water use to test the
limits of your turf before you are forced
to cut back. Try the practice range or a
rough. By learning how to “harden oft”

institute several programs that would
be beneficial to the environment and
remain cost-neutral.

Our initial efforts included eliminat-
ing plastic silverware and Styrofoam
cups in the breakroom, saving over
$1,400 annually and reducing waste.

According to invoices, we had been
spending at least $1,100 a year on paper
towels in the golf course operation facil-
ity. The three towel dispensers were
replaced with electric hand dryers. I had
not been a fan of electric hand dryers

Electric hand dryers (top left) save Olde Florida $1100

on paper towels annually; dumpster and water bins are a
cost-neutral way to "go greener." "Plastic Only" containers in a monthly saving of $123.00.
save labor costs to sort waste.

the turf you can prepare the course to
better withstand mandatory watering
restriction.

10. Consider using moisture retain-
ing soil amendments on hot spots.

11. Install high/low pressure cutoff
switches and remote soil moisture sen-
sors.

12. Communicate and document
what you are doing to conserve water.

but the Exlerator brand units we pur-

chased are exceptional. They provide

excellent air velocity with minimal elec-
tricity. The units will pay for themselves
in a little more than a year.

We also initiated club-wide collec-
tion and recycling of plastic containers
and cardboard. Most of the plastic is
from the water bottles we supply golfers,
but containers were also placed in the
kitchen and the golf course operations
facility.

Cardboard boxes are also collected
from all departments and placed
in a 2-yard recycling bin. Collier
County provided a list of licensed
recycling vendors, and after
research by my office manager,
the fee we pay for three 96-gal-
lon plastic recycling bins and one
2-yard cardboard bin is $112 a
month. To recover the additional
cost of those recycling bins we
can now reduce the size of our
existing waste dumpster from
8-yard to 4-yard which will result

|
AFRIFICATION rivs me

TURFGRASS AERIFICATION AND ROOT ZONE MANAGEMENT

ALL SEASON HELP SMOOTH—POWERS™ DEEP SPIKE
(FOR GREENS AND TRAFFIC AREAS)

SOIL RELIEVER® SALES
(800) 340-3888

AerificationPlus.com
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Wells, Unruh
Awarded FTGA
Wreath of Grass

The Florida Turfgrass Association
honored Dr. J. Bryan Unruh and the late
Thomas R. Wells with the 2009 FTGA
Wreath of Grass Awards Sept. 17 during
the 57th Annual Conference and Show
Awards Luncheon.

The FTGA’s highest honor recognizes
outstanding service to the turfgrass
industry and also to the FTGA.

Wells’ award was given posthumous-
ly; his wife and son accepted the award,
which was presented by Robert Ellis.

Dr. Barry Brecke with the University
of Florida presented Unruh his
award. “The FTGA is extremely proud
to present Tom and Bryan with the 2009
FTGA Wreath of Grass Award,” said
FTGA President Gregory A. Pheneger.
“Tom dedicated his life to turfgrass and
the industry has lost a superb advocate.”

In 2004-05, Wells was the FTGA
president and served on several com-
mittees. “Bryan’s extensive knowledge
and research has been vital to the
industry,” said Pheneger. “He continues
to provide exceptional education.” Dr.
Unruh is an associate professor of envi-
ronmental horticulture at the University
of Florida on the Milton Campus. He
teaches courses in turfgrass culture,

FTGA Immediate Past President Darren Davis with Mrs. Judi Wells and her son,
Scott Wells, as they accept the Wreath of Grass Award posthumously dedicated to Tom
Wells. Photo provided by Leading Edge Communications.

landscape and turfgrass management,
and golf and sports turf management.
At the Awards Luncheon, the Florida
Turfgrass Research Foundation also
announced that six Florida students will
receive scholarships for the 2009-2010
academic year. All recipients attend
either the University of Florida or
Lake City Community College and are
preparing for careers as a golf course
superintendent or in turfgrass man-
agement. These students were selected
based on their academic record, leader-
ship capabilities and extra-curricular
activities.

Darren Davis, immediate past president of the FTGA congratulates Dr. ]. Bryan
Unruh from UF/IFAS upon receiving the 2009 Wreath of Grass Award for his
continued research and education efforts in turfgrass science and management. Photo
provided by Leading Edge Communications.

LAKE CrTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

PHILIP SOUKUP received the James
L. Blackledge Memorial Scholarship
awarding $1,500. Soukup is from
Oxford, Miss. and plans to pursue a
career as a golf course superintendent
in Florida with the goal of becoming a
certified golf course superintendent at a
“top tier” course.

ROBERT MITCHELL received the
General Scholarship awarding $1,000.
Mitchell is from Mississippi and has
worked at three golf courses including
FarmLinks GC in Alabama. He plans to
become a golf course superintendent in
the Southeastern United States.

Travis CROSBY received the Hans
Schmeisser Memorial Scholarship
awarding $1,500. Crosby is from
Tallahassee, and aspires to finish his
turf degree at Lake City and earn a
business degree prior to joining the
Florida golf industry full time in pursuit
of a career in turf.

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

ANDREW TAYLOR received the Col.
Frank Ward Memorial Scholarship
awarding $1,500. Taylor is from Las
Vegas, and plans to combine his educa-
tion in turf and pest management to
pursue a career as a golf course superin-
tendent in Florida.

IVAN VARGAS ALTAMIRANO received
the General Scholarship awarding
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$1,000. Vargas Altamirano is from
Costa Rica and plans to use his edu-
cation to create a strategic alliance
between researchers and other turf
professionals working in the similar cli-
mates of Florida and Latin America.

BRADLEY WILLIAMS received the Max
J. McQuade Memorial Scholarship
awarding $1,000. Williams earned a
bachelor’s degree in soil science from
the University of Wisconsin. For the
past seven summers, Williams interned
at golf courses in Wisconsin and
Colorado. Upon graduation, he intends
to pursue a career in golf course man-
agement in Florida.

FLORIDA TURFGRASS RESEARCH
FOUNDATION LIVE AUCTION

The Florida Turfgrass Research
Foundation announced that the
2009 Live Auction Fundraiser, held
in conjunction with the 57th Annual
Conference & Show, raised $4,400 for
turfgrass research and student scholar-

ships. Because of participants’ support,
the FTRF is able to continue funding
valuable turfgrass research and sup-
porting turfgrass students who are the
industry’s future.

USGA REPORT
Early Season
Golfer And Disease

Concerns
By John H. Foy

The Florida winter golf season is
under way. While play is now increasing,
rounds and membership levels are still
down at many courses compared to just
two years ago. Many courses and clubs
throughout the state continue to deal
with very challenging times.

With reduced revenues, cuts in
operating budgets and capital expendi-
tures have been mandated at essentially
all facilities. However, based on Turf
Advisory Service visits in late autumn,

appropriate and good quality course
conditioning for daily play is being
provided. Many courses are operating
with reduced staff, which has required
reductions in grooming and manicuring
practices of perimeter areas and hazards.
So far, this change has not been noticed
by most golfers.

In the central and northern Florida,
elimination or reductions in large-acre-
age winter overseeding programs also
has been a common cost-saving mea-
sure. Large-acreage overseeding is not an
€conomic, agronomic, or environmen-
tally sustainable course-management
practice.

As bermudagrass enters into a semi-
to fully-dormant stage, which is the
normal response to colder temperatures,
quality conditioning can still be pro-
vided. Aggressive and ongoing traffic
management must be employed when
turf is not actively growing, and recovery
from wear damage cannot occur, regard-
less of inputs. While we still have a way

1-800-850-0527
mineralsupport@harsco.com
www.excelleratorturf.com

Guaranteed Micronutrient Analysis

Calcium (Ca) 24.00%
Magnesium (Mg) 6.00%
Boron (B) 0.02%
Copper (Cu) 0.05%
Iron (Fe) 1.80%
Manganese {Mn) 0.50%
Molybdenum (Mo) 0.002%
Zinc {Zn) 0.05%

Increases wear tolerance

Helps turf resist heat/disease stress
Improves water usage efficiency
Provides a more rigid/upright stand of turf

Improves nutrient uptake
39% silicon
Results in consistently firmer,

Distributors:

Independent Turf Partners
866-437-3873
timackanos@itpturf.com

Upstart Products
800-203-5629
info@upstartproducts.com

faster greens and overall stronger turf
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to go, golfers are beginning to under-
stand and accept that green color is not
a critical factor in course conditioning
and quality.

Unfortunately, however, unrealistic
demands and expectations for fast to
very fast putting green speeds have been
a concern at some courses. In Florida,
slow, soft, and wet putting green condi-
tions in the fall was a legitimate concern
when establishing a winter overseeding
cover on Tifdwarf bermudagrass. This
concern was compounded by the fact
that putting greens at northern golf
courses were in superb condition and
were used as a basis of comparison for
golfers returning to their Florida courses.

Today with ultradwarf bermudagrass
cultivars now being the base turf on
putting greens at most Florida courses,
winter overseeding is no longer neces-
sary, and thus it is possible to routinely
provide a smooth and true ball roll
along with putting speeds in the range of
9.5 to 10.5 ft. on the Stimpmeter.

This is certainly appropriate condi-
tioning for the vast majority of golfers.
There are always a few who tend to be
the most vocal, always demanding faster
putting speeds. With more frequent dou-
ble cutting, or cutting and rolling, faster
putting speeds can be maintained. Along
with the necessary equipment, additional
labor hours and time must be available
to routinely conduct these practices,
which incurs additional cost.

While the ultradwarf bermudagrass
cultivars can tolerate extremely low
heights of cut, sufficient leaf surface
area must be present during the late
summer and fall for sustained growth,
photosynthesis, carbohydrate produc-
tion, and storage. This is critical for
properly preparing the base turf to
survive the late fall, winter, and spring
months. Maintaining slightly elevated
heights of cut during the fall is neces-
sary, and once cooler temperatures pre-
vail, putting speeds will increase. If turf
health and coverage is compromised

or sacrificed early on, producing a full
recovery during the winter is not pos-
sible.

Recently, putting green disease
outbreaks have been another concern
in central to southern Florida. Going
back to October, rainfall has been well
below average; however, the persistence
of warm and humid conditions, along
with reduced sunlight intensity, resulted
in moderate to severe outbreaks of leaf
spot disease on putting greens, tees,
and fairway areas. While not necessarily
desirable, continuation or implementa-
tion of fungicide treatments is advised.

Extreme care also needs to be exer-
cised with nitrogen fertilization and
supplemental irrigation so as not to
further favor disease development. If
a disease problem is suspected, submit
samples to the University of Florida’s
Rapid Turfgrass Diagnostic Service. For
more information on this tool, access
their website at http://turfpath.ifas.ufl.

edu/. .

32

THE FLORIDA GREEN




Know The Sign. Greater Than Or Equal To.

New Oxadiazon SC! »

Get proven, season-long control.
Same active as Ronstar’Flo, won't
harm roots, ideal for sprigging.

Keep your course clean with pre-emergent power from Quali-Pro.
With the addition of new Oxadiazon SC to our powerful line-up of proven

pre-emergent herbicides, Quali-Pro gives you even greater control of weeds
and costs. Get dependable solutions, in the latest formulations, as well as
great savings — exactly what Quali-Pro has been providing since day one.

TURF & ORNAMENTAL PRODUCTS

For more information on our comprehensive portfolio of products, ©2009 Quali-Pro. Quali-Prois a registered trademark of MANA.
Know The Sign is a trademark of MANA. Ronstar is a registered

p’edse ViSit qua’i'pro.com or Contact Vera Gasparini Clt 407'920'2463. trademark of Bayer. Always read and follow label directions.




STEWARDSHIP

ACSP Certifies
Florida Courses
As Sanctuaries

SARASOTA NATIONAL GOLF CLUB

Sarasota National Golf Club recently
achieved designation as a Certified
Silver Audubon International Signature
Sanctuary. Signature certification is
awarded only to new developments that
are designed, constructed, and main-
tained according to Audubon
International’s precise plan-
ning standards and environ-
mental disciplines. The focus
of the Signature Program
is to promote sound land-
management practices and
appropriate land-use changes
based on sound scientific
research. This is the first proj-
ect in Sarasota County to
become certified through the
Signature Program.

Developed by Tuscano,
LLC as an amenity to a
planned development in
Venice, the 18-hole, Gordon
Lewis-designed course fea-
tures oak forest and Florida
scrub with many wet habitats
created for stormwater con-
trol and treatment.

The entire development, covering
2,418 acres, features more than 71 acres
of restored and enhanced wetlands,

477 acres of preserved jurisdictional
wetlands, and more than 500 acres of
upland preserve plus the removal of
more than 125 acres of invasive plant
materials including maleleucca, and
Brazilian pepper.

Focusing on sustaining the potable
water supply in Florida, for irrigation
Sarasota National uses reclaimed water
from the local wastewater treatment
plant. Good water quality of receiv-
ing waters (natural and man-made
lakes) within the golf course and down-
stream waters was also one of the high-
est priorities.

“Sarasota National golf course was
planned and is managed to incorpo-
rate golf course play with existing and

preserved natural features including
forested and freshwater marsh wet-
lands, live oak hammocks and pre-
served palmetto prairie,” said Signature
Programs Director Nancy Richardson.
“More than 600 acres of golf course
and other open space/recreational areas
are an integral part of the overall open
space/preserve connecting to regional
corridors including Forked Creek and
Lemon Bay Aquatic Preserve. “

To date, 87 projects internationally
have achieved certification through

The Sarasota National property preserved and enhanced hundreds
of acres of native habitat and wildlife corridors.

the Signature Program. Only 15 in
Florida have achieved the coveted Silver
Signature Certification.

— Nancy E. Richardson

OLD CORKSCREW

Old Corkscrew, an 18-hole golf
facility on Corkscrew Road between
Fort Myers and Naples, recently was
re-certified for the second time since its
designation as the first Silver Signature
Sanctuary in Lee County.

Enhanced through the restoration
of a historic flow way through the
property, the course features 40 acres
of preserved wetland habitat and more
than 300,000 native plants introduced
strategically in landscaping and re-veg-
etation of disturbed areas throughout
the property. The golfing experience
on this 275-acre site is enhanced by the

native oak hammocks, pines, palms, and
palmettos with beautiful vistas of lakes
and preserves.

— Nancy E. Richardson

Suapow Woop CouNtry CLUB

The golf courses at Shadow Wood
CC and Shadow Wood Preserve have
retained their designations as Certified
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuaries
through the Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses.
To reach certification, a course must
demonstrate that it is
maintaining a high degree
of environmental qual-
ity in a number of areas
including: Environmental
Planning, Wildlife &
Habitat Management,
Outreach and Education,
Chemical Use Reduction
and Safety, Water
Conservation, and Water
Quality Management.

“Shadow Wood CC
and Shadow Wood
Preserve have shown a
strong commitment to its
environmental program.
They are to be com-
mended for their efforts
to provide a sanctuary
for wildlife on the golf
course property, said
Jim Sluiter, staff ecologist at Audubon
International.

Shadow Wood CC course and the
Shadow Wood Preserve course are
among 95 courses in Florida and 709
courses in the world to receive the honor.
The Shadow Wood golf courses were
each designated as a Certified Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary in 2006. After
designation, courses go through a certifi-
cation process every two years.

This year, as part of the recertifica-
tion process, Eric Ruha, director of golf
operations at Shadow Wood CC and
Shadow Wood Preserve, required a visit
by a local environmental expert who
conducted the site visit and sent his
observations to Audubon International.

“The best part of our job as golf
course managers is the environment we
get to call our office,” explained Ruha.
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“There is nothing more rewarding
than riding in at the end of the day as
the sun goes down, admiring nature’s
handy work. We’re fortunate to work
for the Bonita Bay Group who has been
committed to environmental excellence
from the beginning and continues to
foster these types of relationships.”

“We see the site visit as an impor-
tant component of a course’s recerti-
fication,” stated Sluiter. “It provides an
objective verification of some of the
more visible aspects of the course’s
environmental management activities.
In addition, it offers an opportunity
for golf course representatives to share
publicly some of the voluntary actions
they have taken to protect and sustain
the land, water, wildlife, and natural
resources around them.”

— Jennifer Laderer

VicroriA HiLLs GOLr CLUB
Victoria Hills Golf Club — the
award-winning, Ron Garl-designed

course owned by The St. Joe Company
and managed by Billy Casper Golf

— has been designated a Certified
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary

for environmental stewardship by
Audubon International.

In attaining certification from the
conservation group, Victoria Hills’
18-hole layout successfully maintains
sound environmental practices in six
key areas: environmental planning,
wildlife and habitat management,
outreach and education, chemical use
reduction, water conservation, and
water quality management.

The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
Program for Golf Courses helps pro-
tect the environment and preserve the
natural heritage of the game of golf. It
emphasizes maximizing efficiency and
minimizing the potentially harmful
effects golf operations can have.

“Environmental conservation and
education are key components to golf
course operations here,” says Juan

Perez, head superintendent at Victoria
Hills. “The St. Joe Company, Billy
Casper Golf and Victoria Hills Golf
Club are committed to upholding strict
environmental practices that create sus-
tainable places to live, work and play.”
“The unwavering commitment
from the Victoria Hills team to create
and maintain a sound environmental
program is exceptional,” says Peter Hill,
chairman and CEO of BCG. “We’re
very proud of all courses which have
become members of the elite group to
achieve prestigious ‘Sanctuary’ status.”
Following the Audubon

International-approved steps for an
environmentally-friendly golf course
reduces waste and promotes efficient
operations. An effective program results
in a reduction of maintenance costs,
including insurance premiums, energy,
water, pesticides, fertilizer, equipment
wear and labor.

— Shane Sharp and Bill Feidler

WINTER 2010
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AFTERWORDS

KEYBOARD
RANTINGS

GREEN SIDE Up
By JOEL JACKSON

Happy New Year and
I mean it. ’'m tired of all
this gloom and doom stuff.
Here’s some extemporaneous
explanations of the world’s
current status.

CARBON FOOTPRINT — This
has been a man-made prob-
lem since Cro-Magnon man
began tracking ashes from
the cooking fire all around
the cave. The Neanderthals
were “greener” because they
didn’t have as much fire, but
then they also couldn’t live
in those European caves and
cross the Siberian Peninsula
until the glaciers receded,
and wasn’t that before man
started burning lots of wood?

CLIMATE CHANGE — I'll guar-
antee you it will get colder
this winter and it will warm
up in the spring and summer.
Always has and always will.
We will have some years with
more hurricanes and some
with less. Always have and
always will. The people who
chose to build homes and live
on coastal islands formed by
eroded and water-borne sand

How can EPA
come up with
one number

for fifty states
without undoing
nature and
wrecking local
budgets trying
to comply?...

If you feel like
running off at the
keyboard, don't
write me, write

your legislators.

If more of us did
that, we could
clear up some
of that gloom
and doom.

particles or in river flood
plains will be flooded and
washed out again. Always
have and always will. Come
to think of it the more things
change the more they stay
the same.

TREE RINGS AND GLOBAL
WARMING — As long as the
planet was in a warming
cycle global warming scien-
tists correlated the warming
by measuring tree ring width.
When the tree rings started
getting narrower and sug-
gested a change to a cooling
cycle, the global warming
advocates cut down the trees
and made them into hockey
sticks to use as graphs to
perpetuate their theory. In
real hockey you get penalized
for high sticking. Our lead-
ers need to review the rules
before they put us all in the
penalty box.

SCIENCE Is NOT A Four LErTer IS4 3: 8\ ] 9¢

WORD — Dear environmental
activist, Show us your data
gathered by using the scien-
tific method and subjected
to rigorous independent peer
review and we’ll show you
ours. By the way data is a
four letter word. You quote
lots of data, but you never
show us the verifiable science
behind it.

BiG BROTHER LANDSCAPE
CoMPANY — Otherwise known
as the EPA. It’s not enough
that water management
districts and authorities
across the USA monitor their
watersheds and aquifers and
impose water use restrictions
based on real time pressures
on local aquifers. No the EPA
is seeking to issue a uniform
50-state watering restriction
of twice per week.

To further intrude into
private property matters,
EPA is proposing all new
homes only have 40 percent
of their landscape in irrigated
turf. Not satisfied with those
intrusions into local gover-
nance and homeownership,
the EPA says it will issue a
magic number to limit the
amount of nitrogen and
phosphorus in all U.S. water
bodies with Florida being the
guiena pig model.

Where will EPA get the
data to make such a deter-
mination for every creek,
river, lake and bay in the
U.S.2 They’ll get it from the
states of course or not use it
all, if their crystal ball isn’t
on the fritz. According to
data gathered by our FLDEP
over the past ten years, cur-
rent nutrient levels in our
waterways vary tremendously
depending on the region,
rainfall patterns, soils and
potential nutrient inputs.
How can EPA come up with
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one number for fifty states
without undoing nature and
wrecking local budgets trying
to comply?

I see I'm in danger of
going over my word budget
for this column. While going
over budget seems to be a
trend for congress, I could
get in real trouble with our
publisher. If you feel like
running off at the keyboard,
don’t write me, write your
legislators. If more of us did
that, we could clear up some
of that gloom and doom. [JJjj
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5101 Gateway Blvd., Suite 1&
Lakeland, FL 33811
(800) 330-6674 ~ (863) 665-5600
Fax: (8663) 667-06868&
parts@golfventuresonline.com
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www.JohnDeere.com

New Quick Adjust Reels. Yes it's now this easy to adjust the height- @ JOHN DEERE
of-cut. Just click in a power drill on either side of the cutting unit,
hit the trigger, watch the gauge, and you're done. No wrenches, and GOLF

no need to double-check both sides. Thanks to SpeedLink technology,
they match perfectly every time. But don't just read about these reels.
See them for yourself. Call your John Deere Golf distributor for a demo.
Consider us part of your crew.

SHOWTURF OF SOUTH FLORIDA  SHOWTURF OF SOUTH FLORIDA
1365 NEPTUNE DRIVE 4084 DUNCAN ROAD #3
BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426 PUNTA GORDA, FL 33982

(561) 732-8905 (941) 575-0052





