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...to the Editor

Bug Tutorial Info Change

Just received the letter back and the
diskette (thank you) on the item |
submitted concerning the Turfgrass No. 1
Bug Tutorial for CEUES.

We are still coming out with it, but it
will probably not be until June. The place
to buy it is now through UF/IFAS
Publications at telephone 800-226-1764
to order or 352-392-1764 for information.

Other than that, everything else is the
same. We are now starting the production
cycle so that we have one out every three
weeks. We'll have them in L&O, GHP,
Termites, Fumigation and Core.

Details of all my programs are
available on the UF Buggy Software
WWW site at www.ifas.ufl.edu/~ent1
software/fasulo.htm. As a program
becomes available it is listed there.

Tom Fasulo

Extension Entomologist

UF

Many greens like this one suffered extensive
turf loss this winter. Greens that had faulty
construction, poor drainage, heavy traffic, too
much shade or poor air circulation couldn’t
survive the heavy rains and lack of sunlight
from the El Nifio effect. Photo by Joel Jackson.

Rebuilding Bigger
Can Be Better

Unacceptable turf thinning and loss during El
Nifo prompted many clubs to rebuild or re-
grass the damaged greens. This green is being
enlarged because it was so small that heavy
traffic literally wore off the turf during the
impossible growing conditions this winter.
Photo by Joel Jackson.
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Rapid Turf
to the Rescue!

Several clubs in Central Florida

chose to re-grass their greens

using Rapid Turf to get them
back in play as soon as possible. Rapid
Turf is grown hydroponically on
plastic sheets for easy harvesting and
transporting in large 4-foot wide rolls.
Photo by Joel Jackson.

The first strip of Rapid Turf goes

down. The white flags mark the

perimeter of the putting surface
for the operator. This green was totally
rebuilt after investigation showed the
sub-drain system had been crushed
during original construction, which
contributed to it’s chronic weak
condition and final failure during El
Nifio. Photo by Joel Jackson

One hour later, nearly half the

green has been re-grassed. The

small turf roller in the center of
the picture is used to help smooth the
surface. Photo by Joel Jackson.

One week after Rapid Turf

installation the green is almost

ready for return to service. This
process is more expensive than
sprigging, but it does give clubs another
alternative when repairs are warranted.

Photo by Joel Jackson.



Giving Up the
Title, But Not

the Fight!

Mark My
Words

Mark Jarrell, CGCS

Assistant Editor
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This is my final article as the

assistant editor of The Florida

Green. 1 like to kid Joel about
“firing” me but the truth is that I
requested he find a replacement who
could actually put the magazine
together in the
event that Joel was
unable to perform
those duties.

I've enjoyed the
prestige of holding
this title for our
highly regarded
publication, but I
have neither the
time nor the
inclination to
learn what’s
necessary to do Joel’s job if the need
should arise. Our association deserves a
more qualified and dedicated person in
the assistant editor’s position and Joel
has found this person in Past President
Scott Bell.

Anyone who knows Scott knows the
talent and effort he will bring to this
position, so I confidently and contentedly
turn this position over to his capable
hands. I thank Joel and the officers of the
Florida GCSA for the privilege of holding
this position for the past few years and for
their offer to continue allowing me space
in the magazine for my musings and

ramblings.

By now it is old news that Dr. John
Cisar is the new turf coordinator for the
University of Florida. John has
addressed and/or attended meetings of
the FGCSA and FTGA boards, the
USGA, some local chapters and other
meetings with industry reps since his
appointment in March.

He demonstrates his enthusiasm and
commitment to building the best
turfgrass program in the country. With
our long-term commitment of support
this will become a reality. As an
industry, we need to develop new
sources of revenue for turfgrass
research.

At the risk of sounding like a broken
record, we cannot expect the same
sources who have always supported us
to increase their level of support. We
need new sources and new strategies.

The golf and turf industry in Florida is
huge and the vast majority of those who
derive their livelihood or enjoy the
benefits of turfgrass currently do
nothing to support our efforts to
improve quality of our product, reduce
its costs and protect our fragile
environment. This isn’t right and we
need to find methods to rectify this
inequitable situation. Godzilla needs to
get off the Prozac and start taking

steroids.
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Joel Jackson, CGCS

Editor
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Decezivers,
Receivers

and True
Believers

e live in a world of deceivers,

receivers and true believers. Maybe

they could be called the good, the
bad and the ugly, but not necessarily in the
same order.

There are just plain bad folk out there who
have no conscience about going around
spreading misinformation and disinformation
about golf courses and
their impact on the
environment. Some
do it out of ignorance,
but the worst do it
because that’s how
they make money.
They get paid
government and
charitable grant
money for ranting
and raving and
preying on people’s
fears. No real proof.
Just lots of rhetoric.

Then there are those who deceive themselves
into thinking that if they ignore all the fuss,
things will just keep going on like they all ways
have and they won’t have to make any changes
in how they conduct business or enjoy their
hobbies, like golf for instance.

There will always be deceivers as long as
people look to take the easy way out.

The next bunch are the receivers. Doesn’t
mean they’re good or bad, but they can be the
ugly. They receive the benefits of a well
maintained golf course. Maybe they are just
daily fee players enjoying being outdoors, or
the challenge of competition in a friendly
match, or entertaining business clients. Maybe
they are private-club members living in an
exclusive golf community enjoying all the
amenities. Maybe they make a living from a

golf course by owning one or by being

If more receivers of the benefits of golf became true
believers like the Barbaron company, the future of golf
would be secured. Photo by Joel Jackson.

employed by one as a superintendent or golf
pro or general manager. Maybe they are
professional tour players making a living plying
their skills on courses around the world. Maybe
they manufacture equipment and clothing for
playing the game.

The one thing they don’t do is give. They only
receive.

And that can be ugly!

Then there are the true believers. Call them
the good guys. They not only participate in the
game of golf, they respect the traditions of the
game. They volunteer their time and resources
to make golf available or enjoyable to others.
They too are employed by golf courses or make
their living from some form of golf interest.
They are educators and scientists who look for
ways for golf to grow and change with the times
and the evolution of the environment. They are
the superintendents who practice the fine art of
stewardship. True believers give something back
to the hand that feeds them.

If the receivers would stop for just a moment
and realize that they have within their power the
ability to guarantee or destroy the game of golf
as they know and enjoy it, maybe — just maybe
— they would join the true believers. If they
could only see that a very modest investment of
time, effort and money could secure the future
of the game from which they profit.

As we look for new strategies and ways to
raise money to fund turf research or golf
programs in general, the receivers must step up
and give. Isn’t it written somewhere that it’s
better to do that anyhow? =\
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