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At this year's annual meeting, we 
supported all the proposed bylaw changes. 
These all passed with overwhelming support 
f rom the GCSAA membership. This was a 

difficult year for choosing which 
candidates to support . The people 
running for national office were 
exceptionally well qualified. We 
supported the following 
candidates: George Renault III, 
CGCS for Secretary/Treasurer; 
Ken Mangum, CGCS and R. Scott 
Woodhead, CGCS for Director. 
All three candidates were elected 
and Michael Wallace, CGCS was 
appointed to the Board. 

I have been asked many times 
how the delegate process works. When 
someone originally joins the GCSAA, they fill 
out a form stating how they wish to vote. You 
can vote as an individual, by proxy, or 
chapter delegate. If you choose to vote as an 
individual, you must attend the GCSAA 
annual meeting at the Annual Conference & 
Show to cast your vote. If you choose to vote 
by chapter delegate, your vote is cast by the 
certified Voting Delegate representing the 
chapter you assigned your vote to. This 
remains the case until you change your 
voting status. We encourage all new 
members to assign their votes to the FGCSA 
and not their local chapter if they want to 
vote by delegate. This allows the FGCSA 
Voting delegate to cast one large ballot as 
opposed to casting ten smaller ones for each 
chapter. 

One of the major reasons for the formation 
of the State Association (State Chapter) was 
to give the superintendents a strong voice in 
GCSAA matters. Because of our 12-month 
season, it is difficult for a Florida 
Superintendent to run for the GCSAA Board 
of Directors. By uniting our voting power, we 
can champion issues and candidates we feel 
will be in the best interest of all GCSAA 
members including Florida. The following is 
a brief synopsis of how the voting delegate 
process works. 

At the FGCSA Summer Board Meeting or 

soon after, the FGCSA Board of Directors 
approves the selection of the Voting Delegate 
and Alternate Voting Delegate, who will 
represent the state. This is usually a 
presidential appointment and is someone 
who has an interest in the process. 

Every September, the GCSAA holds the 
annual Chapter Relations meeting at 
headquarters in Lawrence, Kansas. In the 
past, each chapter could send a 
representative, usually the External Vice 
President. In the fu ture it will be only the 
Affiliated Chapters that will be able to send a 
representative. This meeting is the first 
opportuni ty for chapter delegates to see and 
meet the candidates nominated for the 
GCSAA Board and discuss possible bylaw 
proposals. After returning f rom Kansas, the 
local chapter delegates meet with their 
respective chapter members and boards to 
discuss any issues raised and to review the 
slate of candidates. 

At the next FGCSA board meeting after 

Articles of Incorporation 
and By Law Changes 

Yes No 

Ballot Issue 01 - Modif icat ion of art icles of 
incorpora t ion a l lowing c h a p t e r de lega tes a n d G6J2 9 
proxy vot ing for modif ica t ion in a n n u a l d u e s for 
Class AA, A, B a n d C m e m b e r s 

Ballot Issue 02- Beginning July 1, 1997, that 
e a c h n e w Class A and B m e m b e r residing in the 6 0 9 3 5 4 3 
U.S., excep t Alaska, must also b e a m e m b e r of a n 
affi l iated chap te r . 

Ballot Issue 03- Removing vot ing rights f rom 
Class C m e m b e r s a n d a d d i n g sect ion to t h e 
b y l a w s de l inea t ing the rights of m e m b e r s h i p . 

Ballot Issue 04- That all chap te r s mus t h a v e a n 
Affiliation Agreement with GCSAA a n d 
es tabl ishing disciplinary ac t ion for violat ion of 
t h e ag reement a n d C o d e of Ethics 

Ballot Issue 05 - Al lowing t h e Stadnards /Bylaws 
C o m m i t t e e to reject p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t s a n d 
prov id ing a m e a n s for an individual to submi t a 
p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t to m e m b e r s h i p vote . 

Ballot Issue 06- Al lowing c h a p t e r de lega tes a n d 
proxy ho lders to vote o n mod i f i ca t ions of a n n u a l 
dues , a l lowing the Board of Directors to r e m o v e 
o r discipl ine a boa rd m e m b e r , a l lowing for the 
b o a r d to hold special mee t ings by p h o n e , 
a l lowing a Director to wa ive the right to m e e t i n g 
not ice , indemni fy ing Direc tors for s imple 
neg l igence in a c c o r d a n c e wi th s ta te laws a n d 
provid ing for the dissolut ion of the Associa t ion 
a n d distr ibution of the assets in a c c o r d a n c e with 
s ta te a n d federal laws. 

A ballot for reduc t ion of Class C d u e s t o $ 1 0 5 , 
one-ha l f of c lass A a n d B d u e s w a s a l so 
a p p r o v e d . 

5 4 3 7 1204 

6 1 5 6 4 8 5 



Kansas, the various external vice presidents 
report each chapters's position on the issues and 
the candidates. If there is no clear choice or 
preference of whom to vote for, a caucus is 
planned for the national conference after further 
conversations and meetings with the candidates. 
This past year we were fortunate to have GCSAA 
President Gary Grigg attend all FGCSA board 
meetings to keep us informed of the latest details 
and concerns relating to Chapter Affiliation. 

Each candidate for office is invited to the 
FGCSA reception held during Conference & 
Show week prior to the Annual Meeting. This 
gives the voting delegate and any other 
interested members the opportunity to discuss 
any important issues with the candidates. After 
meeting with the candidates, the final caucus is 
held to decide how the Voting Delegate will cast 
the FGCSA votes. If any individual member or 
chapter disagrees with the FGCSA voting 
preferences, they can instruct the voting delegate 
to cast their vote(s) differently from the rest of 
the state. After all, it is your vote! 

Vote Count for Officers and Directors 

President • Bruce Wil l iams, CCCS By Acclamation 

Vice President • Paul McCinnis, CCCS By Acclamation 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

• 

Dave Fearis, CCCS 

George Renault, CCCS 

Paul Dermott, CCCS 

2201 

3742 

711 

• Ken Mangum, CCCS 3507 

Sam Snyder, CCCS 1502 

Directors 
Robert Tillema, CCCS 825 

• Michael Wallace, CCCS 2310 

• Scott Woodhead, CGCS 3037 

/ l i t e r you've done everything else r ight, why take short-cuts on course maintenance 
with ag-grade fert i l izers? Sunni land's custom blends are formula ted speci f ical ly for 
your course. Uniformly granular, too, e l iminat ing hazardous dust on the course, your 
e q u i p m e n t , pools and m e m b e r s ! The course w i l l look superb and so w i l l you. W e 
knew you wouldn' t mind if we c leared the air on course m a i n t e n a n c e , so phone our 
Sunni land Golf Products Representat ive today. 
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