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A change

for all seasons

— the right

erhaps one of the most relished

times of the year for GCSAA

members is the GCSAA Show &
Conference.

It’s a time to learn the newest and best
turf information and to
network with many
friends... a time to
recharge the batteries, so
to speak, and take back to
their clubs fresh ideas to
old problems.

The GCSAA puts on a
truly progressive
conference which sets new
attendance levels each
year.

An aspect of the annual
event is the GCSAA Golf Tournament.

From around the world aspiring golf
enthusiasts spend good money to
participate and showcase their golfing
expertise. It is a well-attended and well-
run event which offers not only golf but
also a social program and atmosphere
that is appealing to the golfing
superintendent.

As my friend Ned said, however, “If
what you say is true, why are so many of
our members wanting a change?”

You see Ned and I go way back and he
is the type of person to tell you what’s
really on his mind. And after you take
into account that Ned has played in the
last 10 GCSAA tournaments with
varying degrees of success, you have to
lend some credence to what he’s got to
say.

“So what’s wrong with the
tournament?” I ask Ned.

In his deep, Georgian drawl he
answered, “It’s at the wrong time of the

year. It should be held in the summer or
early fall.”

He went on to explain his reasoning.

The winter time is a very “iffy”
proposition for having decent weather.
The conditions, weatherwise, are
normally fairly miserable... especially
this year in Dallas.

“I mean, why do we have to play the
tournament at the worst time of the
year?” He asked. “We have great golf
courses all over the country which we can
play most any time of the year other than
winter. We are unfairly limiting our
course selections because of the way we
do our planning and scheduling.”

“Whoa there partner,” I said to Ned.
“I'll grant you that it is held at the wrong
time of the year as far as weather is
concerned. Is there anything else?” I
asked.

“Yes, as a matter of fact, there is.” he
replied.

“As far as selecting the best golfer of
our association, we also have missed the
boat,” he continued, offering a lengthy
dissertation on the reality of golfing and
practicing golf during the months
preceding the tournament.

“None of this time period is a period
when a superintendent can practice and
hone his skills to his best level for
competition. Only during the summer
and fall months are superintendents
actually playing decent golf.”

By this time Ned was really starting to
open up.

“However, I think the entire
tournament format should be changed,”
he said.

“Well pray tell, Ned, what should we
change it to?” I asked.
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This was just what Ned had been wait-
ing on as he charged straight ahead with
his new ideas on the tournament format.

The heart of his proposal is to run
competitionsaround the countryin chap-
ter or local events. The next step was to
take local winners — both teams and
individuals—toregional events for quali-
fyingto the nationals. The regionals would
send (x) number of teams as well as (x)
number of individual players based on a
percentage of the number of total partici-
pants.

“The beauty of this format also,” says
Ned, “is that it does not present a major
financial burden to individual members
as does the tournament we play now. The
people who do not move up to the next
level of competition will have partici-
pated in their GCSAA-sponsored tour-
nament without having incurred a huge
expense.

“This would stimulate more involve-
ment by the members: too many people
are shut out of the process the way is
presently stands.”

I thought to myself a minute.

“Hmmm, ole Ned might be on to
something here. What he says sure makes
alot sense.”

I can remember wanting to partici-
pate every year myself, but due to time
and financial constraints, I have been
able to do so only twice. The format and
schedule Ned is talkingabout would defi-
nitelyallow people like myselfto bea part
of this event.

The complement of courses available
for the tournament, from the first round
to the championship, would be tenfold
the number now used... or more. The
formatand qualifying rounds would bring
out the best in our member golfers. By the
time of the championship, we would have
participants who exemplify the best golf-
ersour profession hasavailable: the cream
will have been allowed to rise to the top.

The local and regional tournaments
could also double as excellent public re-
lations events by generating funds for
local charities, addressinglocal needsand
helping the communities. The possibility
of success for this type of tournament is
tremendous.

From speaking with Ned and other
members of the GCSAA — both local
and in other states — I know support is
outthere for thistype of event... an event
that can spank some life and excitement
into an otherwise dismal affair.

Too many of the rank and file feel shut
out of this the premier golfing event of
their organization. Many of the partici-
pants in this event are looking for some-
thing different, something progressive
and innovative.

Many say it is time for new blood on
the tournament committee with fresh
ideas. Many say it is time for a “can-do”
attitude from the board, tournament
committee and, most of all, staffto find a
way to do the things the membership
wants.

The time has come for a change.

Let’s hope the GCSAA officers and
directors can understand the need, the
desires of their members and the poten-
tial for success on several fronts. For it is
only through this type of foresight that
theassociation can progress on all fronts.

Until next “May God Bless one and

all”. )

Paul Harvey report draws strong response

Reporter Paul Harvey:

Two years ago you and I talked about
the pesticides which were poisoning so
many birds that our golf courses faced a
silent spring.

I received some indignant responses
from greenskeepers and their association
and from pesticide manufacturers. They
were adamant in their insistence that the
stuff they were spraying on fairways and
greens were not toxic.

It was and it still is!

Today the Golf Course
Superintendent’s Association of America
is holding its annual meeting in Dallas.
And a study commissioned by that orga-
nization of superintendents is reporting
that not only are golf course pesticides
killing the birds, but they’re killing golf
course superintendents also.

Golf course superintendents have a
higher incidence of cancer.

The association has to know that this
is going to open the door to lawsuits by

golf course workers against their em-
ployers for exposing themselves to can-
cer causing chemicals. A statistical mor-
tality study found among golf course su-
perintendents: more lung cancer, more
brain cancer, more cancers of the large
intestineand the prostate, especially how-
ever, lung cancer.

Doctor Burton Kross, University of
Iowa, one of the researchers on this
project, recommends further studies and
recommends, meanwhile, that golf course
workers minimize, however possible,
their exposure to pesticides.

There’s a moral here which demands
to be underscored, “Weand the beautiful
wild things live in harmony together or
we perish together.”

Lord, Sullivan & Yoder
Radio News Transcript
Columbus, Ohio
WTVN 610 AM
2/9/94 11:30 a.m.

February 10, 1994

Mr. Paul Harvey
333 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Dear Mr. Harvey:

Last evening I received a telephone
call from my brother-in-law, a farmer in
western Iowa. He heard your radio re-
port this week describing our mortality
study of golf course superintendents. He
asked me how did our study determine
that pesticides were killing birds and hu-
mans on golf courses. I knew something
was wrong, so I obtained a transcript of
your commentary.

Your commentary is inaccurate and
misleading with respect to our study.
Our study did not collect any data about
pesticides and birds. Moreover, as clearly
stated in our press release (copy
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