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BY JOEL JANCKCOSON, (.GCS

eor Creck Golt Club opened in 1971, and in the carly 198OS plaved host 1o

the T PGA Mazda Classic. Current owner George \alassis made a decision

1993 o upgrade the golt course using the design skills of longtime triend
and old high school classmate, Arthue Hills,

Naarby canal excavation work provided Hills with additional soil to usein creating
clevation changes seldom found on courses in western Broward County,

Initially the project was to be limited to a renovation of the greens and tees: Afte
several discussions with the architect, M Valassisscized the opportunity to modernize
the drainage svstem and create a unique design to replace the old lavout,

Fhe excitement and anticipation of the project recenved a crushing blow when the



young superintendent, Andy Clark,
was killed in a plane crash just days before
the construction was to start.

Deer Creek turned to another young
superintendent to help make the dream
of a new Deer Creek become a reality.

Robert Klitz had been a part of
Inverrary Country Club history for 11
years. Bob served his first three years

Native Florida specimen trees are complemented with the artistic mounding on

the eighteenth green.

under superintendent Brad Kocher and
his assistant, David Demmery. Bob was
promoted to assistant superintendent
under David Oliver and remained in that
capacity for three and one half years.
Then, five and one half years ago, Bob
was named superintendent of the 54-
hole complex.

“In this business, 11 years in one place

is rare,” Bob explained. “The goals and
expectations of peopleand places change.
[ left Inverrary on good terms. It was just
time for me to make a change. The only
regret I have is the tragic circumstances
which afforded me the opportunity to
come to Deer Creek.

“I was very impressed with the com-
mitment of Mr. Valassis to build and
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“There is a look
and a level of
excellence that we
are trying to
achieve and
maintain. Right
now we are
cutting the greens
at
11/64ths, which is
yielding speeds of
between eight and
nine
consistently.”
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Primary influence was placed on utilizing native trees in the remodeling of the golf course.

operate a first class club. I think the
thing that really sold me on this position
was the sincerity and reputation of Dean
Horn, president of Franklin Golf Proper-
ties.

“Dean came up through the ranks
here at Deer Creek, and he has always
been demanding in his expectations, and
that’s the way I like to run my operation.

“I came on board in August of 93 and
had the challenge of getting the course
ready for a Nov. 1 opening. I can’t say
enough about the job that Alan
MacCurrach of MacCurrach Golf Con-
struction did in holding the project to-
gether during the difficult times before |
arrived. I brought three people with me
from Inverrary.

“We joined a veteran staff that has
service ranging from three to nine years.
They are all doing a great job.”

At the present time, the club is using a
1 & 10 tee start at 7:30 a.m. to accommo-
date the heavy play from December
through April. They calculated that the

double-tee start permits at least 20-30
more players per day.

“We hand-mow the greens with five
walking mowers daily so the 7:30 start is
manageable. We also blow off all the cart
paths and wipe down all the tee signs and
ball washers daily.

“There is a look and a level of excel-
lence that we are trying to achieve and
maintain. Right now we are cutting the
greens at 11/64ths, which is yielding
speeds of between eight and nine consis-
tently.

“Heights of cut and green speeds can
beavery controversial topic. Low heights
of cut are not necessarily the only way to
produce acceptable or desirable green
speeds.

“Grooved or solid rollers can make a
difference as well as verticutting,
vertigrooming, top dressing and speed
rolling programs. So, comparing only
heights of cut becomes pretty academic.

“Our goal is to maintain ‘fast’ greens:
tosatisfy our clientele. We-re beingalittle
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conservative as we nurse these new greens
through their first winter, but it will pay
dividends down the road. It will be inter-
esting to see how we do as we progress
into our first full growing season this
summer.”

Every course has its own set of unique
management challenges. Bob-s biggest
concern right now on the young turf is
wear from traffic.

The beautiful landscaped waterfall presents a scenic vista for the members as they dine in the
clubhouse.

“My assistant and I are kept pretty
busy right now doing some creative traf-
fic control. Fifty percent of the problem
comes from the play and the other 50
percent is self-inflicted by our own
equipment-s routine travel patterns.”

Deer Creek shares a typical soil profile
with many south Florida courses - a few
feet of muck on top of limestone bed-
rock.

The new design helps to drain the
course better, but presents another con-
sideration when using pesticides.

“I'have always been a proponent of the
theory that ‘less is better’ when it comes
to using chemicals. Because water tables
are kept high by Broward County to sup-
press saltwater intrusion through the ca-
nal systems, I am very careful about what,

when, and where we apply products.

1412 Murray Avenue
Tifton, Georgia 31794

Tifton Physical Soil Testing Laboratory

Specializing in:

* Testing All Materials for USGA Golf Green Construction.
* Developing Putting Green Rootzone Mixtures that meet USGA Specifications.

* Recommending Topdressing and Bunker (Trap) Sands that meet USGA Specifications.

* Developing Sportsturf Rootzone Mixes with Optimum Physical Properties for Athletic Fields.

T. Powell Gaines
(912) 382-7292
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The use of landscaping is complemented throughout the golf course with the use of large

floral displays.

“Plant tissue analysis and soil samples don’t show any major deficiencies
compared to surrounding areas. These areas did yield some high nematode
counts. However, because of our excellent fairway drainage, I avoid using any
nematocides on the fairways.”

“All boom spraying is done either by
me or my assistant. I do train a couple of
other responsible people to apply prod-
ucts with back sprayers to treat severe
weedy areas.

“A conscientious operator can do a
good job of keeping problem areas under
control. It can be a little labor intensive,
but we use less chemicals which is cost
effective and more environmentally re-
sponsible.”

In keeping with Bob’s desire to use the
minimum amount of chemicals on the
golf course, he has been pleased with the
results of one of the new biological mole
cricket control products called Proact.
Proact is a liquid suspension containing
a patented nematode, Steinernema
scapterisci. The nematode can survive
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for up to 13 weeks even without finding a
host mole cricket. When the nematode
does infect a mole cricket, death occurs
usually within 24 to 48 hours.

“I was involved in some of the re-
search and development of the product
when I was at Inverrary,” Bob explained.
“We were able to clean up some chronic
areas that usually had to be sodded each
year to repair the damage.

“Oddly enough, they could only find
one or two infected mole crickets in their
traps after the application. We have ap-
plied the product here to about 30 acres.
We made applications on the tee tops,
around the greens and bunkers, and we
striped some of the problem fairways.

“There are a couple of isolated areas

on the course that have not responded to

grow - in as well as we would have liked.
The turf in these areas seems to thin out
and get chlorotic very easily. They appear
to be areas that were cut lower than origi-
nal grade during the re-contouring of the
holes.

“Plant tissue analysis and soil samples
don-t show any major deficiencies com-
pared to surrounding areas. These areas
did yield some high nematode counts.
However, because of our excellent fair-
way drainage, I avoid using any
nematacides on the fairways.

“We should be able to outgrow that
type of damage with our cutting heights
and fertility levels. It is still a mystery we
are trying to solve.”

“Whenever you make a job or career
change, you face a lot of new challenges.
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Suggestions to improve
golf course superintendent’s

image at the local level

Editor’s Note: At a recent South Florida chapter meeting, Bob was
asked to play devil’s advocate to Tom Mascaro’s presentation about what
GCSAA does for the superintendent. Bob came up with six suggestions
about what superintendents can do for their image at the local level.

STRONG

BY BOB KLITZ, CGCS

1. Offer area high schools and vocational schools your services to
provide information regarding job opportunities in the golf course
management industry. This information can be provided through job
fairs, career days, or other school sponsored activities.

2. Area community groups are frequently looking for guest speakers
for luncheons, meetings and various functions. Check newspapers or
local Chamber of Commerce for listings of groups that do meet on a
regular basis. Offer your time to speak about the golf industry, home lawn
and landscape care, or other environmental issues.

3. Handle your interactions with golfers, members, clubhouse staff,
management, and employees with a professional attitude and manner.

4. Establish an interactive relationship with someone in the media.
Sportswriters, television reporters, local newspaper editors or colum-
nists, environmental writers for area papers all would be worthwhile
contacts to provide with interesting and helpful information..

5. Continue to operate your maintenance facility in a clean, organized,
safe, and environmentally beneficial manner.

6. Continue to provide your employees with the latest safety equip-
ment and training available. Be sure they realize how to operate and use
all of their equipment in a professional manner. Remember that their
actions are a direct reflection of their training.

These suggestions come from a superintendent who is very busy
nurturing the new turf at Deer Creek. But he is also working on long range
projects for the complete modernization of the golf course which
includes grading and repaving of the maintenance compound. There are
also plans for new storage bins, equipment wash down area, pesticide fill
station, and a separate pesticide storage area. Bob Klitz and Deer Creek
- a man and a golf course both facing the challenges and adapting to the
changes of their new beginnings.

SPECIALIZED CHEMICALS and
PRODUCTS for the TURF
GRASS, ORNAMENTAL, and
LANDSCAPE INDUSTRIES

Wl LIQUID MICRO-NUTRIENTS
Wl LIQUID FERTILIZERS

Wl WETTING AGENTS

Wl INDICATOR DYES

Wl BIO-STIMULANTS

Working with Dean, Mr. Valassis, and a “Some are very dramatic like the tip

Wl SPRAY ADDITIVES

I DuCor

INTERNATIONAL
PO.BOX 593298
ORLANDO, FL
o 32859-3298
(407)859-4390
FAX(407)851-8430

[800]382-6735
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good crew has made the change easier,
but I also have to thank my fellow super-
intendents for their help.

“Since we have been open, I have
hosted three groups of different superin
tendents to come and play Deer Creek.
Without exception, I have come away
from those outings with tips and sugges-
tions that have helped make a difference
in the course.

from Bill McKee, who noticed scalping of
the tops of the new mounds.

“Bill told me that Dick Gray had solved
the same problem on his course by re-
placing the grooved rollers on his slope -
and rough - mowers with solid rollers. 1
tried it,and thatequipment change raised
the height of cut just enough to eliminate
the scalping.

“Other ideas may have had a smaller
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Deer
Creek
Golf
Club

Deerfield Beach,
Florida

Bob is extremely proud of his dedicated crew members.

Ownership: Mr. George Valassis, Franklin Golf Properties. Franklin Golf Properties also
owns and operates The Carolina Club in Margate.

Management: Dean Horn, president of Franklin Golf Properties; Steve Oa, golf profes-
sional; Robert Klitz, CGCS.

Playing policies: Semi-private. Memberships and public play.

Original design by: Billy Watts. Opened 1971. Redesigned by Arthur Hills and reopened
November 1993 as an Arthur Hills signature golf course. New construction by Alan
MacCurrach of MacCurrach Golf Construction, Inc. Tifdwarf from Quality Grassing ,
Inc.; Tifway 419 from Southern Turf Nurseries, Inc. 18 holes. 138 acres under mainte-
nance.

Greens: Total 3 acres. Average size-6,200 sq. ft. ; turf: Tifdwarf; height of cut: 9/64; green
speed: 8.5; overseeding: none.

Tees: 3.8 acres; turf: Tifway 419; height of cut: 7/16verseeding: None,
Fairways: 34 acres; turf: Tifway 419; height of cut: 1/2 11/16; overseeding: none.

Roughs: 97.2 acres; turf: Tifway 419; height of cut: 1 3/4 Irigation System: Toro Osmac
controls with 20 field units. Side by side Toro 670 and 650 heads on greens. 865 heads
on remainder of course.

Pumping system: 2 - 75 hp & 1-35 hp vertical turbine pumps with Liquid Ag fertigation
system and Phairway Acid Injection.

Water source: Hillsboro Canal.

Staff: 23 including Bob Klitz, CGCS; Ted Hile, asst. supt.; Tom Seaman, foreman; Robert
Manssen, head mechanic; Chris Mauser, irrigation technician.

Wildlife: Alligators, Anhingas, Blue Herons, Green Herons, Egrets, Fox, Ibis, Otter, Swans,
Wood Storks.
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“The friendships I
have made and the
sharing of
information are some
of the best rewards |
have received from my

service on the board of

directors of the South
Florida Chapter.”

impact, but they all alter and improve
our techniques which ultimately results
in a better product or less cost.

“One of my own ideas or inventions
was to design a more user-friendly sand
bucket for the tees. The old styles were
always too heavy to move easily to new
tee positions.

“I'had our mechanic fabricate a circu-
lar bracket which would hold a one-gal-
lon pot. The bracket is mounted on a
waist-high spike. No bending, no heavy
lifting. My wife says I should get it pat-
ented, but I would rather consider it my
tip or idea to the industry.”

“The friendships I have made and the
sharing of information are some of the
best rewards I have received from my
service on the board of directors of the
South Florida Chapter. I am currently
the vice president.

“Next year I hope to improve the at-
tendance and participation of our mem-
bers. Attendance of monthly meetings is
only the beginning of being a successful
superintendent.

“Service on the board of directors pro-
vides an opportunity to form lasting per-
sonal and professional bonds. My own
experience has shown me that my fellow
superintendents are allies and not com-
petitors for the next job.

“One of our goals next year is to have
a more successful Palm Beach-South
Florida joint chapter meeting. This has
been a traditional and meaningful event
over the years. We have been meeting in
August, but it seems that vacations and
summer maintenance routines have been
reducing the participation. We will move
the meeting to October after the FTGA
Conference to see if that will improve the
attendance.”
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USUPPLY
HANDLING

Servicing the entire South Florida area with all of your
agronomic needs. All our mixes are amended and
screened to meet your exact specifications.

904[3@1'01201171'05 (Supp/y & ]I/ano//iny

P.O. Box 3455

Boynton Beach, FL 33424
|
Call today and ask how our new inline soil blending
system can make your job easier and better!
— ——— e J)

Environmental Waterway Management...

“Preserving Your
Liquid Assets”

Golf Courses have Lakes, Ponds, Canals and Water
Everywhere! Many of these water bodies are used
for irrigation, fishing swimming, drainage or simply
as hazards to the navigating Golfer on your course.

If you allow Algae, Grasses and other noxious weeds
to grow unchecked, they will rapidly take over your
precious waterways. Don't allow your waterway
problems to get you in over your head. Just call the
experts at Environmental Waterway Mangerment.

North Florida
Branch Office
Jacksonville

For a FREE site
analysis, contact
Environmental
Waterway West Central
Management Pon<: O

Southwest

Branch Office
Sarasota

1-800-832-LAKE

Fort Lauderdale
©t99\ Environmental Waterway Management

-
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COVER STORY

Robert Klitz, cccs
Ridgewood, N.J.

Family: Wife, Lisa; son, Robert, 3 1/2. The
Klitzes are expecting in May.

Education: A.A. Degree. Course work done at
the U. of Fla. and Broward Community
College.

Previous employment: Ridgewood CC, Paramus,
NJ; Inverrary CC, Lauderhill, FL, 11 years
(laborer, equipment operator, spray techni-
cian, foreman, 3 years; assistant superinten-
dent - 3 1/2 years; superintendent - 5 1/2 years).

Hobbies and Interests: Music, particularly the blues and reggae, working on the house, drawing and

painting, golf.

Bob confers with his assistant, Ted Hile, on the special
project of the day.

Professional affliations: FGCSA South Florida Chapter - 6 years, currently vice president; Adam
Walsh Golf Tournament Committee - 6 years; Broward County Schools Agri-Business Advisory
Committee - 2 years; GCSSA speaker on Underground Storage Tanks at the 1991 Conference and
Show in Las Vegas; 1993 GCSAA Environmental Steward Award.
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TERRA

Positioned to Meet Industry Needs

Professional Turf ¥ Horticulture
Vegetation Management 4 Pest Control

No matter what business you're in, we get the products
to you when and where you need them. And that leaves
you with more time to do what you do best—run your
business.

Think of Terra as
your business partner.

Our goal is to supply .
you withacomplete line
of chemical, fertilizer "’r\

and seed products that Ellenton (813) 723-1821
iss  the bes (800) 762-3201
is supported b} the bgsl FL Plerce (407) . ’
lechn'lcal a('leCL‘ avail- (800) 451-9832
able in the industry to- Labelle (813) 675-6688 .
dky (800) 523.5244
y- Lakeland (813) 6824151
The Terra product (800) 752-6615
line includes pesticides |  Tavares (904) 343.5577
(800) 228-0646

and adjuvants from all
of the major manufac-
turers, plus our own quality Riverside brand. Fertilizers
and seeds are supplied by the best producers in the
industry.

Complete soil and plant tissue analyses and
fertility recommendations are also available.

a» Terra
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Call your nearest Terra location today!




