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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE FROM RE-ACTIVE TO PRO-ACTIVE .ccoveereeruenveseans 4

In the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew, newly-installed FGCSA President Mark
Jarrell reflects on the new winds blowing in this organization and the need for more
people to join the ranks of doers and leaders for the profession and golf industry.

FGCSA SPOTUGHT CROWFOOT WEEKEND PHOTO SERIES .cvcuvueuevnunsenes 6-11
The Crowfoot Weekend at the Bay Hill Club in Orlando was another success. See
photos of the people who made it another great annual event. And see which team
won the Crowfoot Open.

COVER STORY PALM BEACH NATIONAL .ciseonissssssotassibscanssassssibivascssanitarns 12

Mark Jarrell, CGCS, maintains Palm Beach National Golf & Country Club in Lake
Worth and a 36-unit condominium for the course owner, Bob Rich of Rich
Products Corporation of Buffalo, N.Y. Beinga trusted superintendent there for 13
years has given Mark the opportunity to work tirelessly for both the FGCSA and
FTGA as well his employer.

HANDS ON | TOFDRBRIING: oo copssmsissssrcusssinsinaibiesnsonsbomms it HEai s 28
Topdressing is a beneficial process for the longevity and playability of the turf, but
it is a process viewed with trepidation by the golf pro, the members, the mechanic
and even the superintendent himself. Joel Jackson, CGCS, of Disney’s Bonnet Creek
G. C. reviews methods used by members of the Central Florida GCSA.

SPOTLIGHT Il jOEL JACKSON AWARDED DSA 2
Joel Jackson has been of immense service to the FGCSA, as worker, officer and
president and also as editor of the Florida Green. He was honored by his peers at the
recent Crowfoot Weekend awards banquet with the 1992 Distinguished Service
Award.

SPOTLIGHT Il FOR LONG-TERM SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION ...ccoveverunees 34
Four veteran superintendents were honored by the FGCSA with President’s Awards
for 1992. Larry Kamphaus, Joe Konwinski, Leroy Phillips and Jim Svabek were
presented awards at the annual Crowfoot Weekend banquet.

REAL SUPERINTENDENTS PART Il BUT WAIT THERE'S MORE ....coveveuenencs 38

If you enjoyed the last issue column from Monroe Miller, expect to get green stamps
for reading this one.

GREEN SIDE UP GOLEISMS ......osemsscsarssssisssssssisissinissssiimmsmssssborsagssnsstetess 40
Former Editor Joel Jackson stays on the job as interim editor and uses the occasion
to give us a few chuckles at golf and golf course humor.
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The dawn of a new generation
In fertilizer technology.

 TECHNOLOGY

Turf researchers have long known the benefits of polymer Poly-S technology provides higher nutrient efficiency
coatings on fertilizers. But, until now, that performance came than SCU fertilizers with the capability for a consistent,
at a premium price. programmed linear nutrient release and the flexibility of

With its unprecedented Poly-S technology, SCOTTS can
offer you the performance of advanced polymer coating
technology at a price comparable to traditional sulfur
coated urea (SCU) products.

Poly-S technology offers a superior alternative to
SCU fertilizers, with extended release, excellent flex-
ibility in release rates, and more predictable response.
Each Poly-S fertilizer is a dry, dense, free-flowing,

“‘dialing’’ the release rate appropriate to different applications.
This efficiency also provides virtually no unreleased
nitrogen or ‘‘lock-off.” The result: more value from
the fertilizer you apply, with an overall improvement
in turf quality.
It is the most efficient —and cost-effective — turf
fertilizer technology ever developed. Andit’s available
now—only from Scott.

physically homogeneous product specially designed for For more information about Poly-S
use with a broadcast spreader. fertilizers and their performance advan-
With Poly-S technology, there’s minimal potential for leach- tages, contact your Scott Tech rep. Or call
ing, run-off and volatilization. And its “‘efficiency’’ of release 1-800-543-0006. Prolurf.

results in a significant reduction in clippings. Growing Better Through Technology



We understand
= the importance of
—  agood mix.

That's why it’s important that you get to know Atlantic FEC. Because
we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry.
Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available in
either normal size Killebrews or “small door™ (24”) Killebrews
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated
potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting
green blend, also available.
Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at
18375 SW. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you
can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC
turfgrass professionals

Atlantic FEC

Better Mixes Since 1923.

1990 Atlantic FEC

GO AHEAD! .
Take Your Best Shot.

We've been setting the standards for
Commercial and Industrial sand for 47 years.
Choose from 80 different grades
inclu the finest:
® Greens Mix Sand * White Trap Sand
® Choker Sand
® Dry, Sterilized Top Dressing Sand .

® USGA Peagravel (A
All our sands meet USGA Requirements




“Best overseeded grasses
on the putting green were

Sabre and Cypress
cultivars of Poa trivialis

We’'re not surprised that
Cypress Poa trivialis is getting
high marks from professionals
throughout the South

Private and university trials
have shown Cypress to be a
premier overseeding grass
that’s driving the competition
to distraction!

Cypress Poa trivialis establish-
es fast and can be cut close
immediately, even after
overseeding. As your Bermuda-
grass goes dormant, Cypress
will provide the finest dark
green putting surface with no
interruption in play. You won't
have to raise mowing heights
or stop play to let the grass
become established.

Cypress is tolerant to shade
and damp soils. This unique
prostrate growing variety
thrives in cool weather and will
survive cold weather that will
damage turf-type ryegrasses.
But most important, Cypress
will maintain its dark green
color all winter long.

1992 University of Florida Dormant Bermudagrass
Overseeding Trial - Gainesville, FL.

Cypress is available alone, or
blended with Creeping Bent-
grass and Streaker Redtop
Bentgrass depending on cus-
tomer preference.

CYPRESS

Poa trivialis

As the weather turns hot in the
spring, Cypress will die
out naturally as your
Bermudagrass begins
to grow. Cypress

will not choke out your
Bermudagrass in the spring
as some heat tolerant
perennial ryegrasses do.

Cypress is a product of

AT R ——

IN FLORDIA CONTACT:

OBIE LAWSON STEVE GOEDEREIS . . :
TERRA INTL. SUNNILAND CORP. o
MT. PLYMOUTH, FL SANFORD, FL Woh oo’ OO
904-383-1692 407-322-2421 RSN
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PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

Dynamic [
organization

needs more

people

involved

5

Mark Jarrell, CGCS
President, FGCSA

Writers are always looking for inspiration,
and I was hoping Hurricane Andrew would
provide some. I've just completed my first
tour of the course in the aftermath of the storm
and I’'m ecstatic at what I saw.

The course is
extremely messy -
many branchesare
broken, but not

tree was
over.
Moreimportantly,
the three greens |
planted two days
ago are in fine
shape. The 5 to 6
inches of rain ex-
pected from the
hurricane only to-
taled 1.2 inches,
though it contin-
ues as | write this.
This was a Cat-
egory 4 hurricane
whose eye passed
just 70 miles south
ofhere, so I feel ex-
tremely fortunate this morning.

How big a part does luck play in a
superintendent’s success or failure? Some
would argue that you make your own luck,
that those who plan ahead and stay prepared
are always luckier than those who don’t. Who
could dispute that, but was I lucky or smart
that all my trees were trimmed and the dead
ones removed ten days prior to Hurricane
Andrew? In June, was I unlucky or stupid
when my overseeding went out like a light
during record high temperatures followed by
two solid weeks of rain and the greens were
terrible? Define it however you wish, but the
fact remains that much of what we do as
superintendents is influenced by factors out-
side our control. Our success depends upon
our preparedness and ability to react to chang-
ing or unforseen events. The most successful
superintendents are those who have mini-

mized their exposure and susceptibility to un-
controllable factors.

As I see it, the purpose of the FGCSA is an
extension of this reality. Superintendentsdon’t
like these uncontrollable factors and work
through the association to minimize our vul-
nerability, whether it be by funding research,
educating ourselves, or working to influence
regulation of our industry.

In the coming weeksand months your Board
will be charting new waters on several issues
and changing courses on some ongoing pro-
grams. By the time you read this, we will have
met with the DER’s Carol Browner in Talla-
hassee on water issues and with the FTGA
Executive Board on the lobbyist issue, possibly
the boldest step this association has ever con-
sidered. Our government relations committee
is working with new agencies and devising new
strategies, including the development of an
affordable environmental audit program
through a private company. We will soon be
expanding the research green in Fort Lauder-
dale to include a comparison test on available
putting green quality grasses. Changes in The
Florida Green are taking place (note this
month’s cover) to improve itand make it what
our membership desires. Innovative funding
programs are being developed to raise the
necessary capital to finance these activities.

In a few short years we have become very
pro-active rather than reactive. It takes dedi-
cated people to pull this off — more than are
now serving on our Board or their committees
— 50 please call any of us if you have input,
questions, or a desire to help by serving on a
committee.

I had hoped that this message would be
focused on the lobbyist issue, but the critical
meeting has not yet occurred. As it stands,
most of us feel we must have a voice considered
before damaging regulatory legislation is
passed. The issue at hand is what form our
lobbying effort will take and how it is paid for.

I'll be keeping you informed. Please call if
you have any thoughts or questions.

-



NATURAL ORGANIC
nite

Milorga
’!v FERTILIZER .

America’s
Number One
Natural
Organic
Fertilizer

m Many of the finest golf courses in
America are fertilized with Milorganite.

m Non-burning, cost-effective, turf fertilizer.

m 90% Water Insoluble Nitrogen (W.I.N.), slow
release nitrogen promotes vigorous growth.

m Rich in organic iron — 4% minimum

guaranteed.
m Supplies humus and improves water holding

capacity of soils.
For Milorganite in Florida, Contact

Asgrow Florida, Plant City. 813-752-1177
Atlantic Fertilizer, Homestead. 305-247-8800

Harrell's Fertilizer, Lakeland. 813-687-2774
Hector Turf, Deerfield Beach. 305-429-3200
Howard Fertilizer, Orlando. 407-855-1841
Lykes Agri Sales, Dade City. 904-567-5622
Pennington Seed, Orlando. 407-295-6271
Sunniland, Sanford. 407-322-2424

TIECO, Inc., Panama City. 904-434-5475
Vigoro Industries, Winter Haven. 813-293-3147

Woodbury Chemical, Princeton. 407-291-4114

Milorganite is the fertilizer golf has
been growing since 1926.



FGCSA SPOTLIGHT

| rowfoot Weekend 1992

The Central Florida Chapter host committee for the Crowfoot Weekend, Aug. 1-3, at the Bay Hill Club, Orlando,
was comprised of (Ir) Tom Alex, Grand Cypress; Joe Ondo, Winter Pines; Jim Ellison, Arnold Palmer
Management Group; Gary Morgan, Oceanside; Steve Wright, Alaqua; Stu Leventhal, Interlachen; Dwight
Kummer, Bay Hill, host superintendent, and Larry Kamphaus, Walt Disney World, committee chairman.

Host Chapter
Central Florida
GCSA

JANLARK PHOTOS

GCSAA President Bill Roberts, above, attended the FGCSA Board
of Directors meeting and the annual banquet, Sunday, August,
Aug.2. Right, Florida Green Editor Joel Jackson received the
Distinguished Service Award for 1992 at annual Banquet. Joel
thanked his wife, Susan, and their daughter, Jennifer [not pictured)
for helping him over the years. (See story, Page 32).
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Harrell’s. The Fertilizer
Standard of Excellence.

For years we've been mixing, analyzing
and constantly improving our fertilizers
to give you the nutrients you need and
the spreadability you demand. Plus we
“triple screen” our green and tee mixes
for true putting and smooth driving
quality. You won't find a finer fertilizer!

The grass is
always greener on

/ ()
side ofrtrlfe fénce.

Great Service, Too!

Relax. With Harrell’s your fertilizer arrives
on time. Every time. It's always in perfect
condition, too. So whether you choose 50-
pound plastic bags (we unload ‘em for
you), or our ready-to-use bulk trailer,
there’s no mess or hassle. Great service
comes in a Harrell's bag.

Finally, a Prescription
Fertilizer Made Just For

Your Greens.

Golf greens need nutrients specific to their
area—that’s why we custom blend every
order. Our four professional formulators,
(with 153 total years experience in
turfbuilding), blend every pound of your
Harrell's turf grass fertilizer to your exact
specifications, to give you the greenest
greens ever. We know fertilizer—and we
know golf courses.

Ie2>

Ask The 500 Florida Golf
Courses Now Using Harrell’s.
Go ahead. Call your associates using
Harrell's fertilizer. They'll tell you about
their green, lush turf. They'll talk about
great spreadability. And they’ll tell you
how much easier life is with Harrell's
custom blends.

Keep your owners, members, greens
committee and everybody else on your
side of the fence happy. Call for Harrell's
Fertilizer today.

1-800-282-8007
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FGCSA SPOTLIGHT

PHOTO BY JOEL JACKSON

1992-93 Officers FGCSA Officers for 1992-93: Paul Crawford, vice president; Mark Jarrell, president; Tom Benefield,
immediate past president and Scott Bell, secretary/treasurer, wearing the new FGCSA forest green

Your
Sand Man

Choker Sand - Greens Mix -
Trap Sand - Bunker Sand -
Rock - Dolomite - Hi-Cal

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc.
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 - (813) 676-9431

8 THE FLORIDA GREEN



Apply Par Ex, with our ex-
clusive IBDU" controlled-release
nitrogen formula, and watch it go
directly to work where it's most
effective. In the root zone. Once
there, it continually feeds your
turf with the vital nutrients
needed to keep it greener and
healthier longer.

And because our IBDU con-
trolled-release nitrogen is not
triggered by temperature and

bacteria during warm weather
months, the potential for growth
surge and nitrate leaching is
practically non-existent. Even in
regions of the country where the
soil is sandy.

With Par Ex, you get the best
of all worlds. Greater protection
against nitrate leaching.
Reduced growth surge, which
means fewer clippings, less dis-
posal concerns and lower labor

cost. And, most important,
extended greening of your turf
throughout the year.

Find out how well Par Ex gets
to the root of the matter, call us
at 1-800-521-2829.

par CX

THE EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE

PAR EX GEIS TO
THE ROOT OF THE MATTER
AND NO DEEPER.
ALL YEAR 'ROUND.

-
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FGCSA SPOTLIGHT

Crowfoot Open Champs

PHOTO BY JOEL JACKSON

Team champions at Crowfoot Open are from the Ridge Chapter above. They are (I-r) Buck Buckner, Bobby Ellis (individual low
net winner), Alan Puckett (coach), Chuck Rogers and Mark Hopkins (individual low gross winner).

( b

We are dedicated to helping turf grass
managers do their jobs more efficiently by
striving to provide the best parts
and service available

DISTRIBUTOR FOR
TORO CUSHMAN/RYAN OLATHE

TORO IRRIGATION CUSHMAN INDUSTRIAL STANDARD
GREEN MACHINE TRENCHMASTER PAR AIDE
BILLY GOAT OTTERBINE BROYHILL
POWER TRIM NATIONAL MOWERS CYCLONE
FOLEY BERNHARD EXPRESS DUAL GANDY
MAIBO CHEM-PRO SPRAYERS WINDMILL
OHIO ALLEN HOVER MOWERS VICON

CROSLEY TRAILERS HAMMER RECYCLED PLASTICS
SALES MANAGER, Don Delaney

(407) 333-3600

JACKSONVILLE LAKE MARY
1741 Hamilton 5t. 32210 300 Technology Park 32746
(904) 387-0516 (407) 333-3600
TERRITORY MANAGERS TERRITORY MANAGERS
Carl Heise Phil Bradburn
John Higgins James Griffin
\ Bob Ward J

Economical Bulk Loads Wood Stakes
or * SURVEYING
Convenient Bags * CONSTRUCTION
* LANDSCAPING
* FARMING

DELRAY STAKE AND SHAVINGS INC.
9500 W. Atlantic Ave.
Delray Beach, Florida 33446
(407) 737-6458
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PHOTO BY JOEL JACKSON

Dwight Kummer, host superintendent, and his staff had the course in top
competitive condition as they overcame setbacks caused by a fire in the
maintenance complex a few weeks before the Crowfoot Open.

Making More Efficient
Use of Water...

When you use AquaGro® you're making
water wetter. AquaGro speeds water
infiltration, so less is lost to run-off and
evaporation. For 37 years the soil wetting
agent used by more superintendents than
any other.

... Another Reason to Use AquaGro.

TJAQUATROLS

The Water Management People
800-257-7797
From anywhere in the U.S. and Canada.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1992

Regal§car

IS THE
NOXIOUS
WEED

GANG

STEALING YOUR
TURF QUALITY?

Goosegrass, Crabgrass, Crowfoot, Spurges and
Knotweed are just a few of a band of desperados out
to steal the nutrients away from your turfgrass. Not
only are they an ugly bunch, but they destroy turfgrass
quality.

One pre-emerge application of RegalStar™will get all
the noxious weed gang while providing season-long,
uniform  Nitroform® nitrogen feeding. Turfgrass
managers eveywhere are obtaining superior quality
turfgrass from a single RegalStar™ application. No
costly multiple applications are needed. Get
RegalStar™ for the very best results.

REGAL
CHEMICAL COMPANY

Regal Chemical Company
P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239
PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621-5208

TROFORM® (N i
syl e O
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Number 3

PHOTO BY BRIAN EVERHART

‘You can put no price tag on
feeling trusted and appreciated’

Palm Beach National
Golf & Country Club

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1992

BY VICKI FORT

Ifyouask Mark Jarrell, CGCS, at Palm
Beach National Golf and Country Club
in Lake Worth, how many hours he works
a day, what problems he faces on the golf
course and whether he mows his own
lawn or not, the answers will be similar to
what any other superintendent would
say.

But ask him what he does in his spare
time, and the extent of his involvement

.

13



Thirteen years at the same address as golf
course superintendent is quite unusual...

in golf industry-related activities and the
answers will be exemplary in this world
of golf and greens.

Although bornin West Virginia, Jarrell
can be considered a Floridian, having
lived here 33 of his 41 years. He grew up
in Lakeland and haslived at various times
in Bartow, Orlando. Daytona Beach, New
Smyrna Beach, and Gainesville, before
moving to Lake Worth in 1979 as the
superintendent of Palm Beach National.

Thirteen years at the same address as
golf course superintendent is quite un-
usual. Jarrell attributes this to the unique
ownership situation. Bob Rich, owner
and founder of Rich Products Corpora-
tion of Buffalo, N.Y. has owned Palm
Beach National since 1967. The club is
operated as a branch of his corporate
empire, but his and wife Janet’s personal
involvement creates a family atmosphere.

“Working for Mr. and Mrs. Rich is a
pleasure and a privilege,” says Mark.
“There are no finer people on the face of
the earth and you naturally want to do a
great job for them. You can put no price
tag on feeling trusted and appreciated,
nor on the secure feeling that honest
mistakes are accepted and won’t cost you
your job. How many superintendents
can say the same about their jobs?”

Jarrell’s initiation into the golf busi-
ness came in 1969 when he joined the
construction crew of Sugar Mill Country
Club following his graduation from New

“

® you
naturally
want todo a
great job for
them ®

Smyrna Beach High School. It was just a
summer job to earn money for college,
but it turned a light on in his head that
eventually caused him to abandon his
plans to become an architect.

He continued working at Sugar Mill
as often as possible over the next three
years as he pursued his education at
Daytona Beach Junior College and the
University of Florida. Most of the time he
worked on the maintenance crew, but he
also putin time behind the counter in the
pro shop, as a nighttime security guard,
and diving for golf balls in the ponds.

Mark graduated from the University
of Florida in August, 1973, with a B.S.
degree in Ornamental Horticulture, one
of Dr. G.C. Horn’s last turf students be-
fore his retirement.

“Ilearned more in one afternoon pull-
ing weeds at the turf plots with Dr. Horn
than I did in most of my classes,” said
Mark, fondly remembering his old pro-
fessor who died in an auto accident in
1987.

Mark’s first job after graduation was
the nearby University Golf Club. Dr.
Horn’srecommendation secured him the
job. “Good thing, too, because I was too
poor to move out of town,” quipped
Jarrell.

The security of having Dr. Horn and
his other professors minutes away if
needed was also a factor in accepting this
job—Mark had never held asupervisor’s
position and the thought of becoming a
golf course superintendent at age 22 was
abit unsettling. “I really didn’t have time
to get nervous about it, though. I finished
typing my 499 research project on Satur-
day and started to work on Monday.”

After a year and eight months at the
University club, Jarrell’s old boss from
Sugar Mill called to say the
superintendent’s position was open, and
Mark returned to the course he helped
build and maintain as its first formally
trained golf course superintendent in
April of 1975.

Sugar Mill was a Joe Lee-designed golf
course and Jarrell got acquainted with
the great man during the course of his
visits. When politics made the Sugar Mill

Please see Page 15

(305) 581-0444

SPREAD-RITE, INC.
CUSTOM SPREADING
FERTILIZER + DOLOMITE + ARAGONITE

LAMAR SAPP

6001 S.W. 19th STREET
PLANTATION, FL 33317
MOBILE: (407) 479-9417

LASER MEASURING
TEE TO GREEN

%

* Yardage Plates

* 100-150-200 Fairway Yardage

® Cart Path 100-150-200 To Green

® Sprinkler Head To Green Yardages

FRITZ FELENTZER
1939 Hallam Dr. Lakeland, FL 33813

(813)646-3351

BROOKSIDE LABORATORIES
«Soil testing/Analytical services
e|rrigation water testing
eEnvironmental testing

Providing a direct line of communication
between the course manager and the lab

TOM BURROWS
Turfgrass Analytical Service

*GCSAA certified +Penn State grad
*FGCSA Past President +28 yrs as supt.
+1989 FGCSA Distinguished Service Award

407-692-1221
1741 San Souci St Stuart, FL 34994

THE FLORIDA GREEN




Ten of the 20 greens on the Palm Beach National course were converted to Tifdwarf from contaminated Tifgreen. Mark really
enjoys the reconstruction and does all the work in house. He does all the shaping himself with the boxblade and bunker rake.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK JARRELL

» New Tree Planting

« Transplanting

» Root Pruning

« Consulting Arborist
Pruning, Tree &
Stump Removal

« Tree Rehabilitation

NREOR

&z

— Complete Professional Arbor Care —
WPB 407-965-2198 ® Boca 407-499-4461 © Crystal River 904-795-9007

TERRA

Positioned to Meet Industry Needs

Professional Turf ¥ Horticulture
Vegetation Management ¥ Pest Control

No matter what business you're in, we get the products
to you when and where you need them. And that leaves
you with more time to do what you do best—run your

-
ey Call your nearest Terra location today!
Think of Terra as

your business partner.
Our goal is to supply
you withacomplete line
of chemical, fertilizer

and seed products that (813) 7231821
is supported by the best = ¢, pe ::::; —

technical advice avail-

. d (800) 451.9832

able in the industry to- Labelle (813) 675-6688
e (800) 523-5244
Y Lakeland (813) 682-4151

The Terra product (800) 7526615
line includes pesticides |~ Tavares (304)343.5577
and adjuvants from all s et
of the major manufac-
turers, plus our own quality Riverside brand. Fertilizers
and seeds are supplied by the best producers in the
industry.

Complete soil and plant tissue analyses and
fertility recommendations are also available.

a» Terra

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1992

15




“A beautiful sunrise.
What all superintendents love about their job.”

PHOTO BY MARK JARRELL

— Mark Jarrell
( o
[ Special ?&f\% Since 1948 ( Complete Line Of
ng;';e A Florida Silica Anpscare
n
MIXES San d C O ep Inc Red Ball
Sterilization Available Dade County Broward County kDiamond Clay
949-3521 923 8323 o

J

\
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The Original

Clear Liquid Fertilizer Company
For Your Turf Featuring...

* Flow Sensitive Injections Systems ® Micro Green micro nutrient products
* Total Concept Service, Delivery, ® Enviro Green slow release products
Field Service, and Custom Blend * Enviro-Safe Containment Systems
Programs * pHairway Water Treatment
Pompano

LIQUI('J Hg 1-800-432-2249

305-971-0022

Systems, inc. Fe. Myers

813-565-5565

On Course,
With The Proper Balancgz

e . ez

AmerAquatic keeps water environments in balance... clean, healthy and attractive. Our unique "spot treatment"
method solves small problems before they develop into big ones. Trust our technicians--experienced, state-
certified professionals--to manage your lakes safely and effectively. On course with the proper balance.

For algae and weed control, fish stocking, aeration, lakescaping, mitigation, lake design and more, call
AmerAquatic. Your lake's best friend.

FLORIDA 800-432-1349 « GEORGIA / CAROLINAS 800-237-1349

AmerA ua"cm Your lake's best friend.sw




Mark really enjoys the reconstruction
and does all the work in-house

‘ From Page 15

job unbearable. It was Joe Lee who
| paved the way for Mark to get the job at
Palm Beach National. Lee had redesigned
the front side at PBN in 1978 and had
become steadfast friends with owner Bob
Rich.

Jarrell said the hardest thing to deal
with at the 31-year-old course is the in-
consistency in conditions. “We have
greens of varying ages, soil types, con-

struction methods, and grass types. The
original base greens grass was Tifgreen
but contaminations in some of them are
horrendous.

“Most of the fairways, tees,and roughs
are a mixture of 419, Ormond, common,
and who-knows-what. It is very difficult
to develop a maintenance program to fit
these conditions. Membersdon’t want to
hear that common bermuda doesn’t do

real well at % of an inch.”

*He does all |
the shaping
himself ...°

The only solution for these problems
is rebuilding and replanting and this is
exactly what is taking place. In 1991 three
greens were rebuilt and planted with
Tifdwarf.

In 1992 the pace was accelerated and
five greens were completed. Thiswillbring
the total to ten of the 20 greens on the
course converted to Tifdwarf from con-
taminated Tifgreen. Mark really enjoys

the reconstruction and does all the work
in-house. He does all the shaping himself
with the boxblade and bunker rake. “At
this rate, we should have pretty good
putting surfaces throughout the course
within two or three years.”

Other handicaps include poor drain-
age, an antiquated irrigation system on
the back side, and hundreds of “trash”
trees like melaleucas, acacias, Florida
hollies, and Australian pines. “I'd guess
we spend $50,000 or better each year on
tree care or removal.”

Jarrell’s activism on behalf of superin-
tendents is unsurpassed. He is currently
the new president of the FGCSA, has
been a member of the Florida Turfgrass
Association for 20 years and a director
for the past five years, and has written a
monthly column on course management
for Golfweek for more than eight years.

=

Premium Quality Sod & Sprigs

® Premium Grade Tifgreen (328)
® Premium Grade Tifdwarf

Nutri-Turf, Inc.

ONE OF THE ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES

This Turf’s For You!

16163 Lem Turner Road
Jacksonville, FL 32218-1550
(904)764-7100
1-800-329-TURF (In Florida)

® Premium Grade Tifway (419)

® Premium Grade Tifway Il
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We Supply It, So

You Gan Work It...

FOR PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE,
THESE EXPERTS SERVICE YOUR AREA.

DavidMiller ........................... Central Florida
T West Coast
Bob Schroeter .......................... North Florida
David Cheesman .........ccooicovinne Treasure Coast
ShawnZakany ......................... South Florida
L L e e Central Florida
Tracie Rodwell ............................ Everglades

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR
YOUR GOLF COURSE, ITS
MAINTENANCE AND
APPEARANGE.

FERTILIZERS AND SOIL
AMENDMENTS

Lykes Agri Sales

Ringer Turf Products
Liquid Ag Systems Inc.
Dakota Reed-Sedge Peat

CHEMICALS
Helena Chemical Co./Ag Resources

SEED
Pickseed West Inc./Ag Resources

EQUIPMENT

Club Car Carryall

Ransomes Turf Equipment
Daihatsu Hijet

Florida Sprayers Inc.

Crosley Trailers

Easy Picker Driving Range Vehicles
Douglas Rollers

RedMax Reciprocators

Rainjet Fountains

Windfoil Sprayers

ACCESSORIES

Cylex Granite Signs
Standard Golf Co.
Lewisline American Eagle
Par Aide Products
FlexStake

Motorola Radius Radios
DNA Sun Helmets
Hammers Recycled Plastics
Fox Valley Marking Paints

DEVIGIBOIINGS ... v ioes conivarams oy Ridge : : :
Mike Ayer .........cooeiiiiiiiiii . West Coast éﬁ,’;ﬁﬁ'@ﬁ@'ﬁﬁ?ﬁ atiel
T T Palm Beach Master of the Links Wood Products
Mike Miles...........ooooveiiiieieinn. Sun Coast Hole-in-White (Cup Brightener)
MIRMREEIIROIC . oo vt s A Ridge Lapping Compound
2582 OLD COMBEE ROAD

LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33805 Golf ﬂl Ventures

1-800-330-8874 e (813) 665-5800 e FAX 667-0888 & complete line of golf course products
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Heserved the Palm Beach GCSA for eight
years from director through to president.

He has been a member of GCSAA
since 1975 and a certified superintendent
since 1980. He has represented the golf
course industry on the Palm Beach
County Ornamental Horticulture Advi
sory Committee since 1984 and the IFAS
Fort Lauderdale Advisory Committee
since 1990.

His contributions were recognized by
his peers in 1988 when he was presented
with the FGCSA’s Distinguished Service
Award. “That was without a doubt the
highlight of my professional career,” he
said.

Jarrell gives credit to his long-time
assistant, Art Mueller, for his ability to be
involved in so many activities on behalf
of the golf industry. “It would be impos
sible for me to do the things I do without
astrong, dependable assistant taking care
of things when I’'m away. I am extremely

Water, water, everywhere...it's the number one
visual and recreational amenity at golf courses,
apartment complexes, corporate parks, state parks,
cities, and developments throughout FLORIDA—
and Environmentgl Waterway Management's
“Aqua-Technicians” and Biologists are specialists in
keeping your waterways clean, healthy, and attractive!

Environmental Waterway Management can provide
you with ALGAE & Aquatic Weed CONTROL, Floating
Fountains, Lake Aeration, Wetland Planting, Fish
Stocking and Much More.

For a FREE site analysis, contact

Environmental Waterway Management

East Coast

Branch Office
5000 Oakes Road, Building H

Southwest Florida
Branch Office

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 Suite C

(305) 581-2994

Central Florida
Branch Office
4075 L.B. McLeod Road

Suite C

Orlando, FL 32811
(407) 843-7887

(3

e

Don’t rebuild that bad green... Verti-Groove it!

Turf-Tec International

4740 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

1-800-258-7477
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4516 East Kinsey Road

Avon Park, FL 33825
(813) 452-2215 « 800-422-1187

Sarasota, FL 34240
(813) 371-8081

West Coast

Branch Office
12918 Dupont Circle
Tampa, FL 33626
(813)854-1113

North Florida Branch Office
Serving the Jacksonville Area
1-800-832-Lake

SO you can
play on top!

The fact is, Central
Florida Turf is working
hard to provide you with
superior workmanship in
construction of new golf
facilities, irrigation with
all turf installations or
renovation of existing
golf courses...
and all at a competitive
price!
Jeff Harstine
President/Vice President
Rodney Davis
Secretary/Treasurer
Dennis Crews
Sales Manager

2147 Porter Lake Drive
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In addition to the 18-hole championship golf course,
Mark is responsible for a 36-unit pod of condominiums
and Mr. Rich’s estate grounds in Palm Beach.

fortunate to have someone as talented
and dedicated as Art.”

Art was a superintendent when Mark
was still in grade school. He was the su-
perintendent of the Tam O’Shanter Golf
Clubin Chicago when ithosted the West-
ern Open in 1984 and ’85 and the first
superintendent of the Playboy Club in
Geneva, Wisconsin. He was in charge of
two of the Boca West courses after mov-
ing to Florida. His decision to step down
a notch from the high pressure of the
superintendent post was based on health
considerations.

The rest of Jarrell’s staff includes 11

men for the golf course and four for
landscape maintenance. In addition to
the 18-hole championship golf course,
Mark is responsible for a 36-unit pod of
condominiums and Mr. Rich’s estate
grounds in Palm Beach.

In his spare time, Mark enjoys SCUBA
diving and snorkeling, traveling, coin
collecting, genealogy and has a passion
for the Civil War. “I've been fascinated
with that period of American history since
I played General Grant in a fourth grade
play. Getting into genealogy and discov-
ering my ancestors’ role in that conflict
has rekindled the flame.” When Mark

takes the time to play golf, his handicap is
around 13.

Most of these hobbies have been put
on hold to fulfill his duties as superinten-
dent of Palm Beach National and presi-
dent of the FGCSA. Immediate goals are
to get his golf course in great shape for the
upcoming season, play more golf, and do
a good job as president of the FGCSA.
Mark’s long range goal is to see Palm
Beach National reach its full potential
and work for Mr. Rich — “as long as he
will have me.”

-
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INNOVATION IN IRRIGATION CONTROL

The most advanced electronic irrigation controller available today is
sophisticated, versatile and yet easy to use. The Hunter ETC calculates
precise water needs for each of up to 24 stations, based on local
evapotranspiration (or ET) rates, and automatically schedules and controls
the application of that water.

By turning and pressing a single knob, you can direct the ETC to
schedule watering day after day, season to season, throughout the year.

Working as a stand-alone unit, or as a member of a network, the Hunter
ETC provides simple, cost-effective water management. Just what you'd
expect from the Irrigation Innovators.

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor

GENTURY RAIN AID | Fioroa —_——

photo) can reach out to a 70
Fort Myers, :33:3 Ortando, w;o ::;9-3711 Tarpon ;;m-:g;-suz 3681 TORBRIN: GHLIRE S

& » for close-in rage.
Gainesville, 904-372-7196  Sarasota, 813-923-2517 used for close-in coverngs
Hudson, 813-856-1138 St. Petersburg, 813-823-6005  For all locations: 800-347-4272
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Now You Can Treat For
Mole Crickets

Come...

Rain

SImMCcirP

dShine

and still get Dependable
Grass Roots Protection

Dursban* Cricket Bait and
Dursban* Weatherized Cricket Bait
from Southern Mill Creek Products
protects tender grass roots from the
appetites of hungry mole crickets
under wet or dry conditions.

Southern Mill Creek Products
Company and DowElanco have been
working together for over four
decades, providing our customers a
consistent mix of quality, service and
Dursban Brand Insecticide products.

For support you can rely on, come
rain or shine, call:

Southern Mill Creek Products Co., Inc.
5414 N. 56th St.,, Tampa, FL 33610 1(800) 282-9115

* Dursban is a trademark of DowElanco




Overview: 18-hole championship
course.164 acres in Lake Worth near the
Florida Turnpike. Original designer is un-
known. Opened for play in 1961. Joe Lee
is the architect of record. Lee redesigned
the front side in 1978 and has since re—
designed the most of the back side.

Ownership: Privately owned by

Robert E. Rich of Buffalo, N.Y. as part of

the Rich Products Corp.

Turf facts: Greens average about
6,000 square feet. Eight of the 18 greens
are Tifdwarf and ten are a mix that is
supposedly 328. Tees are 419 and fair-

PHOTO BY MARK JARRELL

Golf and Country Club

ways are about 60% Ormond and 40%
419. Green heights vary according to
season and condition. Tees are mowed at
3/8 inches and fairways at 5/8 inches.
Ponds: 11 covering about 20 acres.
Bunkers: 62
Crew: Twelve plus superintendent.

-

An Un-Welcome Sight!

Take Aim With Sunniland
Molecricket Bait

SUNNILAND
CORPORATION

| Regional Managers
Dennis Varady (407) 332-9078 Wayne Carmichael (904) 272-4891
Steve Goedereis (407) 964-9478 Joe Kempeneer (813) 743-2643
Post Office Box 1697, Sanford, Florida 32772-1697 Telephone (407) 322-2421 « 1-800-432-1130
E:
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THE TERRA TOPPER

A New Concept in Topdressing

Look At These Advantages

*FAST: Does not lay the topdressing on top of the
grass. No brushing is necessary.

+SAVE: With a light topdressing 18 greens can be
done in less than 2 hours with only 3 passes
for average green.

+CLEAN:

Very little or no sand pick up when mowing.

*QUALITY: Cut your greens longer and still maintain fast
putting surface.

*RESULT: Best putting surface available.

THE TERRA T200

Greens - Tees - Approaches

The Terra 200 will give you a fast, quality job with a
minimum of maintenance cost. It will do 1 1/2 acres per
hour - 10 minutes per green.

This is the ideal machine to use for spiking. The new
double 4" spiking blade does the job so smooth the golfer
will neverknow you've been onthe green. It will leave 400
spiking holes in a 3 foot width.

TERRA SOFT BROOM

-

EN ey - e

For brushing in topdressing or windrowing aerating cores:
Do it with the Terra Soft Tender Rotary Broom.

One pass over -- 4 or 5 passes is not necessary as with
a dragmat or barn brooms.

THE TERRA T320

Get the job done before the golfer knows you've started.
Designed for fairways and large turf areas, the Terra 320
can aerate 3 acres per hour with 3 1/2" X 4" hole spacing.
High production combined with low maintenance and
initial cost make it the cheapest way by far to put holes in
the ground.

Getthe workdone when the ground is ready to aerate and
end up with a clean quality job.

For a demonstration, call...

LEWIS EQUIPMENT CO, INC.
320 Third St., SW
Winter Haven, FL 33880

800/451-5622




HANDS ONT7

Joel Jackson, CGCS
Disney’s Bonnet Creek G. C.

Central Florida Chapter, FGCSA

Topdressing

Eagle Pines superintendent Pat Hennessey (foreground) checks the density of the DOT sand topdressing being applied by Bill
King with a pull-behind type spreader.

Why? What? and How?

The following Central Florida
superintendents contributed to this article:
Chuck Blankenship, Zellwood Station GC;
Stuart Leventhal, CGCS, Interlachen CC;
Brian Jenkins, Dubsdread GC; Don
McCommon, Ventura GC; Joe Ondo,

Winter Pines GC; Dennis Parker, Rio Pinar

CC; Hal Richburg, Heathrow CC

Why?

Topdressing is that process used by
superintendents to smooth outand speed
up the putting surfaces of greens and

28

keep tees smooth and level. While it is a
beneficial process for the longevity and
playability of the turf, itisa process viewed
with trepidation by the golf pro, the mem-
bers, the mechanic, and even the super-
intendent himself.

No amount of assurances from the
superintendent can dissuade the golf pro
and the members from perceiving that
greens are going to be “messed up” for
awhile when they see that top dressing
being applied. Contrary to their percep-
tion, the greens actually hold shots better
afteraheavytopdressing. While the green
speed may be slower for a few days, the
quality will improve rapidly as the grass
blades grow up through the topdressing

and are clipped off on the new smooth
even surface.

To minimize the negative impact of
topdressing, the superintendent, golf pro
and club manager need to prepareayearly
maintenance calendar so the renovation
dates can be set well in advance to avoid
impacting important tournament events.
When considering date selections, the
superintendent should make his fellow
managers and greens chairman aware of
the importance of timing certain proce-
dures to maximize the effect of the reno-
vation. Revolving dates around an arbi-
trary events calendar can reduce the ef-
fectiveness of the necessary cultural prac-
tices. By publishing this calendar in the

THE FLORIDA GREEN



Bill King (left) and Eagle Pines working foreman, Bill Manson (right), use a modified dump trailer to refill the spreader

at each green.

r";. . B —
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/SWEEP

WEE
Kills Weeds vithout spraying ...

The new Weed/Sweep is a must for > No bulky water tanks needed

every golf course. You achieve ed
precision control of weeds by using P> Precision placement on

new dripless chemical wiping unwanted growth - no overspray

technology. The system can be easily P> Comes complete with pump,
mounted on an ATV or pulled behind feed lines, filters

a golf cart or small tractor. FREE
brochure by mail or ask for a demo at - > Lightweight aluminum frame and

your course. Dont put it off - Call today.  mounting brackets

CHEMICAL . =
EICONTAINERS, INC. PRSI0,

PO. BOX 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859  (813) 638-1407 * Fax (813) 638-8132

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1992

*TURF TRACER ®* FOAM GARD * RUST BUSTER * BEAUT/
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Quality /
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CHEMICAL CO. INC.

P.0. BOX 18101
TAMPA, FL 33679
CALL COLLECT:
813-839-3363

STUART COHEN RUSS VARNEY
EAST FLA. WEST FLA.
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o+ KNOCK M' DED * GRIME OFF * GREEN LAPPING SOAP * RUST BAN * GREEN MAG/(_\
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HANDS ON

Dan Koronka uses a pull-behind drag brush to work the topdressing into the turf.

club newsletter, with timely reminders as
the time approaches, members can plan
their outings and avoid hosting guests
when the course isn’t in its best condi-
tion.

Emergency or light topdressings can
be accomplished without much notice
because they address an immediate, eas-
ily identifiable problems, i.e. thin areas
from transition, algae, vandalism. Light
summer topdressings are usually unno-
ticed by the players.

Most superintendents in Central
Florida have two major top dressings
each year. One in the spring and one in
late summer or early fall. These
topdressings follow greens aerifications
and the heavy applications are needed to
fill in the resulting holes. Light
topdressings vary in frequency depend-
ing on the operation of the club. Most
superintendents on the panel tried to
stick to a three- to four-week schedule of
light topdressings during the summer.
Hal Richburg mentioned that private
clubs traditionally used Mondays as
maintenance days and could often ac-
complish such activities like topdressing
on those closed days. However, he noted
that more and more clubs are usingMon-
days to host outside groups to help gen-
erate revenue for the club.

30

Stuart Leventhal and Dennis Parker
believe that frequent light topdressing
are very beneficial in maintaining Tif-
green 328 greens in the summer when
they are the most difficult to manage.

One of the other benefits of topdres-
sing is thatch control. Most superinten-
dents believe that two heavy topdressings
per year address that issue when com-
bined with verticuttingand aerifying. Su-
perintendents who follow a program of
frequent light verticutting and
vertigrooming must balance topdressing
applications against these verticutting
schedules so they are not constantly dis-
turbing the applied topdressing.

What?

Most superintendents use a straight
sand fortopdressing called “D.O.T.sand”.
The particle size distribution of this sand
generally falls within the range specified
by the USGA for use in greens mixes.
When applying this sand to the surface in
a light application, several superinten-
dents felt that the particles in the coarse
portion of the range posed a problem for
their mowers and in obtaining the de-
sired smoothness from the topdressing.

Chuck Blankenship said he believes
that D.O.T. sand is too coarse and causes
the exposed lips of the cups on the greens

to crumble and give way during play.
These concerns have caused some super-
intendents to use a “concrete sand” or
other sand that has additional screening
to eliminate particleslarger than 2.0 mm.
It is important to make sure the selected
sand is coarse enough to allow a good
percolation rate and not so fine as to
cause a layering effect which will impede
water penetration.

Joe Ondo at the Winter Pines GC
continues to use an 85% sand to15%
Canadian peat mix that is identical to the
greens mix which has been used to re-
build his greens. Joe likes to keep a small
amount organic in his mix which he feels
aids in water retention and fertilizer and
pesticide efficacy.

How?

Top dressing can be applied by a vari-
ety of methods ranging from wheelbar-
row and shovel or mechanical spreaders.
Someone with new, soft greens may con-
sider the former method to avoid causing
tire mark impressions, but most use a
pull-behind spreader attached to a utility
vehicle. Some used a Cushman spreader
mounted in place of the cargo bed. Other
choices included Vicon and Lely spread-
ers for frequent but light topdressings.
The new Terra Topper is also ideal for
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light applications. For those who have
tried unsuccessfully to apply a light top-
dressing with a conveyor belt-type
spreader, Stuart and Dennis both attest
that applying a silicone caulk to the seam
in the belt eliminates the skips and misses
when attempting a low or light setting

After the top dressing has been spread
and has dried, itis worked into the turfby
using a drag. The old metal doormat type
of drag has given way to pull-behind
dragbrushes by Standard and Gandy.
Again, if you have soft greens and wish to
avoid using utility vehicles you might
want to consider walking and pulling
doubled-handled tennis court brushes.
Stuart does this after his light
topdressings.

Brian Jenkins uses a drag mat made
of indoor/outdoor carpet with the top
surface down. On top of the indoor/out-
door piece he has a piece of regular shag
carpet with some medium heavy chain in
an “H” or “box” pattern for weight. The
mat can be rolled up for transport from
green to green. The two layers of carpet
and chain are held together with nylon
ties. The leading edge of the carpet is
secured between two two-by-fours on
which isattached the pull ropes that con-
nect to the towing vehicle. After heavy
topdressings, he often uses a board float
to move the sand around before a finish
drag with the mat.

Keeping the topdressing spreaders
supplied with sand is one of the most
important steps to maintain efficiency of
the operation. Because of limitations on
equipment or access, some superinten-
dents must have the spreaders returntoa
central location, usually the shop, and
haul each load out to each individual
green. During heavy topdressing situa-
tions this can be very labor intensive.

Fortunately, those who were forced to
use such measures tended to have small
greens (5,000 square feet). Others with
larger greens were able to support the
effort with tractor-pulled dump trailers
or in the case of Don McCommon, able
to use a dump truck to supply the top-
dressing crew. Chuck Blankenshipisable
to stockpile his topdressing material in
several satellite locations around the
course to minimize the haul time from
green to green.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1992

The number one enemy of the super-
intendent during a topdressing opera-
tion is rain. Everyone tries to schedule
topdressing only in the early part of the
week so in case of disaster, there is recov-
ery time before heavy weekend play.

My most memorable topdressing ex-
perienceoccurred atthe Lake Buena Vista
Club. We had been fighting the weather
all week and on our last closed day, Fri-
day, we had the topdressing spread and
were dragging it in when we experienced
a twenty minute thunderstorm. Holes 15
through 18 remained to be done. There
was a 7:30 a.m. shotgun tournament the
next day.

The superintendent at that time was
John McKenzie. He got permission from
the legal department, security, and loss
prevention to renta helicopter from over
on International Drive. With John in the
helicopter pushing air down to the green
and me on the ground testing the dry-

ness, we moved from hole to hole drag-
ging in the top dressing as soon as it was
dry enough.

Keeping mower reels sharp during
these processes requires careful planning.
Most superintendents keep a set of older
reels available to mow the greens for the
first few times following a topdressing
application. Some may elect to not mow
for a day or two following a heavy top-
dressing application. Some superinten-
dents elect to redrag the greens the fol-
lowing morning to remove the dew and
wait until later in the day when the greens
are dry before mowing.

Summary

Plan ahead. Communicate with staff
and members. Organize and prepare
crew, equipment, and materials. Check
conditions, materials and spreader set-
tings. Check dragging results. Pray it
doesn’t rain. N

THE QUALITY GRASS
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FGCSA SPOTLIGHT Il

Service is its own reward

Joel Jackson, editor, past president wins
Distinguished Service Award for 1992

oel Jackson, CGCS, has given his heart to his profes-

sion. In the summer of 1989, Jackson became the
ninth president of the FGCSA, the third editor of The Florida
Green.

But the bentgrass greens Jackson had been nursing through
asevere summer drought that year survived in better shape than
his coronary arteries and early in the fall, the 47-year-old (at the
time) superintendent in otherwise excellent health underwent
a double bypass. He recovered on the fast track, however, and
was on hand as president of the host chapter to welcome nearly
18,000 delegates to the GCSAA’s International Golf Course
Conference and Show at the Orange County Convention/Civic
Center in January of 1990.

“That was quite a year,” recalls Jackson, who relinquishes his
last major FGCSA post — editor of The Florida Green — in
December.

Exactly three years after that fateful year began, Jackson’s
peers recognized his solid decade of service by awarding him the
association’s highest honor, the eighth annual Distinguished
Service Award at the Crowfoot banquet at the Bay Hill Club in
Orlando Aug. 2, 1992.

“I was totally flabbergasted and speechless when my name
was announced,” said the superintendent at Osprey Ridge GC,
one of the two courses at Walt Disney World’s new Bonnet
Creek complex.

“I could hardly get the vocal chords to mumble a general —
but certainly heartfelt — ‘thank you.’ I certainly appreciate this
honor that my peers have bestowed upon me.”

With a few days to think it over, Jackson reflected, “The
service that I have been recognized for was not without some
cost, but there is no way that I can adequately express how my
participation these past 10 years has reaped dividends that have
helped me grow personally and professionally. In some ways, it
hasbeen so very simple, as I have tried to emulate the profession-
alism and dedication that I saw in the examples set by Bill
Wagner, Dan Jones and Tim Hiers.”

Wagner and Hiers were the first two presidents of the FGCSA
after the statewide organization was resurrected in 1978. Jones
was the founding editor of The Florida Green whom Jackson
succeeded. Those men were the first three recipients of the DSA.

ackson is reluctant to engage in self-promotion but

in the course of conversation, some themes appear:

surround yourself with successful people; look for needs to be
filled and fill them; involve your family.

“Much credit must go to my wife, Susan, and daughter,
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Joel and Susan Jackson were honored at the awards banquet
at Bay Hill Club during Crowfoot Weekend, 1992.

Jennifer,” he says. “Susan has been my chief proofreader and
sounding board for editorial ideas. Jennifer did an outstanding
job of doing the Central Florida chapter’s dues billing during my
first two bentgrass summers. She was 14 years old when she
started.

“With a team like that with me, how could I go wrong? I share
this award with them and thank them for their love, patience,
and understanding these past 10 years.

“I also want to thank my Mom and Dad, Dorothy and Albert
Jackson, for the basic values and talents that they passed along
to me: Dad for his example of honesty, integrity and hard work,
and Mom for her creativity, imagination and humor. And my
brother and sister, Greg and Debbie, for the love and compas-
sion they have for others.”

As for surrounding himself with successful people,
Jackson is expansive in his praise for Walt Disney
World, where he is on his second tour of duty.

“My initial and current service in local and state affairs has
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Joel Jackson,CGCS, in his editor's office at his Orlando home.

been accomplished with the encouragement and support of the
Disney management team. Without them and the outstanding
crew members we work with, I could never have felt confident
about taking thetime offto do the needed work in the association’s
behalf.”

Between his assignmentsat Disney (he was superintendent of

the Lake Buena Vista course at the end of his first tour), Jackson
was superintendent at Isleworth CC in Windermere, Arnold
Palmer’s private playground. Isleworth was the scene of the high
and low points of Jackson’s professional career.

“From a purely personal standpoint as a golf course superin-
tendent, I think the highlight of my career occurred when I was
standing on the 8th green at Isleworth while Arnold Palmer was
escorting the CEO of Nestle around the course and Mr. Palmer
came up to me and made a point of telling me that the greens
were exactly as he wanted them.”

ust a little more than a year later came the low point
— getting laid off at Isleworth in the wake of the
developer’s political and legal troubles.

“The darkest hour was having to endure the media accounts
of the Lake Bessie/Isleworth lawsuit,” he recalls. “The helpless-
ness of not being able to rebut the stories that would resurface
every few weeks and seeing the project get battered and splat-
tered over and over again with allegations of pollution and
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flooding with no factual proof.

“Then, after the plaintiffs won an obscene financial award,
the lake was named to the Top Ten Cleanest Lakes in the county!
It was depressing. And it was outrageous! Outrageous!

“However, I was not the only person who lost his position
during those tough times for the developer, and there have been
some very trying and uncertain moments for those who have
remained.

“As for me, there was a silver lining to the dark cloud because
I had the immediate opportunity to return to Disney and be part
of the new courses.”

What has he gained from the 10 years of service to his
profession?

“I've overcome my fear of public speaking,” he offers with an
impish grin.

“I've talked shop with so many outstanding professionals in
my field that I never would have had the opportunity to meet if
I had not been president of the FGCSA or editor of The Florida
Green.

“Idon’tfeel like I've accomplished anything singularly monu-
mental. [ simply made a commitment to do what was necessary
to perform the tasks at hand when called upon and [ would not
be reluctant to do them again. I am grateful to the association for
providing me the opportunity to serve.”

-
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Four earn President’s Awards

Four men were honored at the Crow-
foot Weekend awards banquet, Aug. 2,
with President's Awards for 1992. The
awards were for outstanding service to the
profession with more than 20 years service
as a golf course superintendent.

Honorees were Jim Svabek, golf course
superintendent at Bradenton Country
Club; Leroy Phillips, now a tree nursery-
man in Port St. Lucie; Larry Kamphaus,
golf course maintenance manager for all
courses at Walt Disney World and Joe
Konwinski, a self-employed turfgrass hor-
ticultural consultant and an instructor at
Palm Beach Community College.

The FGCSA and Florida Green salutes
each individual on his award and lifetime
achievement. Below are accounts of each
award-winner’s accomplishments.

— Mark Jarrell

Larry Kamphaus

Larry Kamphaus, CGCS, is the golf
course maintenance manager at Walt
Disney World. His 22 years at Disney
represents his entire career in the golf
course superintendent profession.

Larryis responsible for 99 holes of golf
and a $5.5 million annual budget at
Disney.

Hewas previously employed by Boeing
Airplane Co. and Lear Seigler Service
Corp.

Larry hasbeenamember of the Florida
Turfgrass Association where was a direc-
tor for three years, a member of the
GCSAA and a member and holder of all
offices including president of the Central
Florida GCSA.

Besides doing an excellent job for
Disney, Larry is known for being the
Crowfoot Weekend Host Committee
chairman for many years. He has also
been a host superintendent for a PGA
Tour event for the past 21 years.

Among other major projects he has
worked on for the good of golfing and
turfgrass are the FTGA annual confer-
ence and Show and the 1990 GCSAA
International Conference and Show in
Orlando.

During his career, Larry has assisted
construction and grow-in at Walt Disney
World of the Palm and Magnolia golf
courses, developed specifications for the
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For outstanding
service to the

profession

construction of the Osprey Ridge and
Eagle Pines courses and redesigned the
Oak Trail course.

Larrysays G.C. Hornand Steve Nugent
have had to most influence on his career.

He and wife, Vilma, have been mar-
ried for almost 25 years. They have a
daughter, Nicole, and a son Larry, both
seniors at the University of Central
Florida, and another son, Lance, a senior
Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando.

Larry,anative of Oklahoma City, spent
four years in the USAF as an airplane
mechanic. He likes fishing, water skiing,
bowling and, of course, golf.

“Ilove Floridabecauseit'salways green
— quite a contrast to my prairie
unbringing.”

Joe Konwinski

Joe Konwinski, a charter member and
the first president of the Florida Turf-
grass Association in 1953, has been a
member of the FTGA for nearly 40 years
and a member of the GCSAA for more
than 35 years. He has 46 years in the
profession, and has lived all those 46
years in Florida.

He was a superintendent at Lake
Worth Golf Course from 1946 to 1958.1n
the next 35 years he has been both self-
employed as a turfgrass consultant and
employed by various other turfgrass and
golf course businesses. For the past 21
years he has also been an instructor at
Palm Beach Community College.

In 1961 Joe was awarded the "Wreath
of Grass” award from the FTGA, that
organization's top award. Hardly a year
has passed that Joe hasn't been cited for
service to his profession or to mankind.
One he's particularly proud of is the Ex-
tra Mile Award from the Plam Beach
Habilitation Center in 1991 for helping
handicapped people.

During his career, Joe has worked on
projects at more than 100 golf courses as

a consultant or supervisor in design, irri-
gation, drainage, finish grade, construc-
tion, equipment purchasing, material
purchasing, planting, growing in and
landscape.

Is Joe retired? Don't believe it. He is is
still teaching, is presently servingas chair-
man of the Palm Beach County Orna-
mental Horticulture Advisory Commit-
tee, is on the Palm Beach Community
College Beautification Committee and is
a member of the Rotary Club of Lake
Worth.

Joe was educated at at Northern State
Teachers College (now called Northern
Michigan University in Marquette,
Mich.) with an AB degree in education
with a minor in agriculture. He served in
the US Army Air Corps from 1942-46
and was located at 21 bases in the U.S,,
Africa, Sicily, and Italy.

Asked who influenced him most over
the years, Joe lists Dr. Harold Manor, Dr.
Paul Graham, and Otis Harvey, all of
Palm Beach Community College, Jim
Blackledge, a past president of the FTGA
and “my sister, Katherine Bruce, who
was my seventh grade teacher.”

Advice he'd give to an entry-level pro-
fessional: “Listen and listen good, read
and attend any seminars, classes or edu-
cational meetings offered. Then apply
this with practical work (on the job).”

Leroy Phillips

Leroy Philips, an Avon Park native,
started his career in golf management as
anassistant golf course superintendentat
Pinecrest Golf & CC in Avon Park. In
1958 he was promoted to golf course
superintendent and moved to his second
assignment for the same owner at a
Sebring course.

In 1960 he moved to Appolo Beach as
a superintendent for Flora Son Develop-
ment Co. but that company went bank-
ruptayear later. He then moved to Semi-
nole Lake CC in St. Petersburg in 1961
and stayed there until 1965.

Leroy then became director of golf
course operations for General Develop-
ment Corp.and worked there for 13 years.
During this time he helped design and
build Oxbow in Port Labelle and design
and build the Wilderness course in Port
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Presentations made at Crowfoot Weekend

St. Lucie.

During his time with GDC he worked
with Kevin Downing at Oxbow and
Lonnie Stubbs at Sandpiper Bay.

Afterleaving GDC, Leroy has designed
two golf courses in Elks Rapid, Michigan.
Leroy is presently redesigning Capital City
CC in Tallahassee.

Healso ownsand operatesa tree nurs-
ery in Port St. Lucie.

Leroy's work for the industry in his
professional associations includes the
Florida West Coast GCSA (1958-65)
where he served in various officer posi-
tions, the South Florida GCSA (1965-79)
where he held officer dutiesand was presi-
dentin 1977, and the FTGA (1959-1979)
where he was a director.

Jim Svabek
Jim Svabek has been employed as golf
course superintendent at Bradenton CC
from 1967 to the present, some 32 years.
Prior to that he was the assistant su-
perintendent for three years at Sunset CC

in St. Petersburg under Superintendent
Rubin Hines.

Jimhasbeen veryactivein the Suncoast
GCSA, which he helped to organize. For
the past seven years he has edited the
chapter newsletter. Prior to the forma-
tion of the Suncoast chapter, he was an
active member with the West Coast GCSA
and served as president (1971-72) and
vice president (1969-70).

He is a member of the FTGA with
regular attendance at the yearly confer-
ence and show.

Jim has provided a constant line of
communication through his member-
ship in the GCSAA.

Among the major projects he has
worked on is the planting of 7,000 trees
on the golf course to change the course
from being wide open to tree.

The following was said about Jim in
the 1988 article in the Bradenton CC’s
newsletter: “Jim likes working at the
Bradenton CCand says he has seen many
changes over the years. He likes the

challenges the golf course has given him
and says each day brings a new experi-
ence. He has seven people who work
under him, three of whom have been
with him since day one.

“In the past 17 years, approximately
7,000 seedling trees have been planted on
the golf course at a cost for most of about
a penny a piece. This in itself is a tribute
to Jim. Jim’s fondness for the earth, hard
work and dedication have produced a
golf course that has brought much plea-
sure to all.

“Jim and his wife, Carol, have been
married twenty-five years and have three
children, Steven, Michael and Karen.”

Please turn page for photos. w

Turf Quiz Answer

Sod-busting thieves! A senior citizens
center reported that their St. Augustine
grass lawn was stolen. A landscape
company had installed a completely

new lawn. During the night, thieves
removed the freshly-laid sod and hauled

South Florida Grassing, Inc

“A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964”

419 SOD - 419 SPRIGS
TIFDWARF * 328 * HYDROMULCHING * WILDFLOWERS
* GRASSING & MULCHING

and planting

and greens.

We provide reworking

services for fairways, tees

DIRECT FROM HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA

South of Stuart

Phone: (407) 746-7816 « (407) 546-4191 « Fax (407) 546-3482

Certified 419
and Turfgrasses grown
on gassed, irrigated
sand land.
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1992 President's Award Winners

Joel Jackson presents Larry Kamphaus, left

Larry Kamphaus
Jim Svabek
Leroy Phillips
Joe Konwinski

Kevin Downing presents Leroy Phillips, left. Paul Crawford presents Joe Konwinski, left

-
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DARKER—CLEAN MOWING — TOP RATED FOR OVERSEEDING
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TURF TYPE PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
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PATRIOT II is an advanced generation synthetic
variety developed through two cycles of recurrent
mass selection of its parent variety Patriot. In this new
turfgrass, we were able to decrease growing height,
increase disease resistance and darken foliage color.

PATRIOT II maintains the fine texture exhibited by its
parent. Its turf forms an attractive, clean mowing
dense sward.

PATRIOT II is adapted to the cool moderate
climate areas of the U.S. But, most importantly,
this new variety posseses characteristics
that adapt so perfectly to the unique
problems of overseeding dormant
Bermuda greens in the south.

In fact, PATRIOT II was
the top named variety
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AFTERWORDS

They don't wear

BY MONROE MILLER, GCS
Blackhawk Country Club, Madison,
Wisconsin

from Jottings from the Golf Course Journal
Reprinted by Permission

Real Superintendents Part 11

Despite some unpopular response
(and yet because of some popular de-
mand), here’s the second edition of “real
superintendents.” — Monroe Miller

The first edition, code named “ear-
rings,” generated a lot of commentary.
Some of it went like this:

1. Twice I was called a sexist.

2. One person referred to that piece as
“typical Wisconsin macho.”

3. Pat Norton suggested I should be
jogging, like he does.

4. Rod Johnson contended my penny
loafers weren’t any better than the tennis
shoes he wears to work.

5. Peter Salinetti informed me he had
two Volvos in his garage.

6. Dennis Christopherson declared he
was going to continue wearing his gold
necklace. I replied that since he wasn’t a
superintendent, it didn’t matter one way
or the other.

7. Mark Kienert caught me nursing a
Lite beer at the WALSAA meeting in Las
Vegas and quickly called me on it.

This has gone on for months. I could
add dozens of more comments. On the
other hand, the original list has been
reproduced any number of times in news-
letters and other publications across the
country. So maybe it was a wash!

Regardless, I'm expanding my list of
qualifications for real golf course super-
intendents. I do so knowing full well I'll
hear all about it all over again.

One word of advice: please find your
sense of humor before reading any fur-
ther.

+ A real golf course superintendent
doesn’t get to wear his hair in a ponytail;
he leaves that style to his daughters. He
also knows what is usually beneath a
ponytail!

+ Real golf course superintendents
serve real coffee in their shops; not decaf
and certainly not tea. Real superinten-
dents drink their coffee black, too.

+ Real golf course superintendents fly
American flags outside their shop, and
they were doing so before Desert Storm
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made it vogue to do so.

+ Real golfcourse superintendents get
their hair cut at a barber shop; they never
get their hair styled at a beauty parlor.

+ The real golf course superintendent
feels very comfortable among square es-
tablishment-type people. He likes that
type better than those who are “cool.”

+ Real superintendents are “can do”
people who don’t blow an artery every
time something goes wrong (which is all
the time on a golf course).

+ A real golf course superintendent
thoroughly checks his golf course per-
sonally each morningand doesn’tgo from
the office to the range to “hit a bucket of
balls,” even after twenty years on the job.
The superintendent who does that (or
dreams ofit) should have been a golf pro.

+ Real Wisconsin golf course superin-
tendents like opening day in the spring,
thick steaks on the grillin summer, Packer
football in the fall and lots of snow in the
winter.

+ A real golf course superintendent
never blasts his credit cards to the max.

+ A real golf course superintendent
knows a goodly share of the success he’s
had is due to the help an support of his
gorgeous wife. He only thinks of her on
two occasions - day and night.

« The real superintendent knows
money isn’t everything. He judges people
by their attitudes and values. He espe-
cially appreciates and respects hard, fair
play and devotion to duty.

+ Today’s real golf course superinten-
dent doesn’t trust pocket calculators (or
computers), old hippies or young yuppies.
He doesn’t want anything to do with
marijuana, Amaretto and Cream or de-
signer jeans. Madonna disgusts him, Wall
Streetscareshimand he’d putlittle Jimmy
Baker away forever and a day.

+ For the real golf course superinten-
dentthereare only two political partiesin

ponytazls, either

our country - the Republican and the
leftist.

+ A real golf course superintendent
prefers neighbors who are neat, fussyand
quiet.

« The real golf course superintendent
has no time for bullying, unprincipled
andignorantsalesmen. Ontheother hand
he handsomely rewards those profes-
sional, competent and informed sales
representatives who visit his office. They
have his trust, his respect AND his busi-
ness.

+ The real golf course superintendent
knows how to behave himself.

+ The real golf course superintendent
stands and removes his hat when the
national anthem is played. If he isn’t
singing it, he isn’t talking either. The real
superintendent understands what the
word respect means

+ Real Wisconsin golf course superin-
tendents ride Milwaukee-made Harley
Davidson motorcycles, not those twinkle
bikes made in Japan by Honda or Suzuki.
Just ask Mike Lees.

+ Real golf course superintendents in
Wisconsin spend Thanksgiving vacation
in the woods deer hunting.

+ The real golf course superintendent
is never the butt of rude jokes by the club
president other officers, directors or the
greens committee chairman. The real golf
course superintendent is smart enough
not to do anything to merit such disre-
spect.

+ The real golf course superintendent
has simple tastes - he likes the best.

+ For the real golf course superinten-
dent, Coca-Cola is the real thing. He
drinks Miller High Life beer. Kellogg’s
Corn Flakes make for a real breakfast. He
reads Time magazine and uses AT&T
telephone service.

+ Real golf course superintendents
despise those little pin locator balls and
flags some want on flag sticks. They con-
sider such trivialamendments mere clut-
ter on the golf course and won’t stand for
it.

+ Real golf course superintendents
may not wear cologne to work, but they
do wear deodorant. They don’t mind
smelling like the shop, but they definitely
do mind smelling like a sweaty locker

room. “
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AFTERWORDS

Green
Side Up
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Joel D. Jackson, CGCS
Editor

Golfisms

Definitions, observations, and other undeniable
proof that Murphy’s Law has gone Green!

Just when you thought it was safe to read The
Florida Green again! Mike Bailey is busy organizing
the nutsand bolts of the new staff of the The Florida
Green, so he turned this “nut” loose for another
issue.

After having to rebuild a steep bunker face that
was being destroyed by novice mountain climbers
on our sixteenth hole, the idea for the following list
was born.

¢ There has never been a bunker face designed
steep enough thata golfer can’t climb out of it on all
fours (eyewitness account) Of course, we have to
use a rope on a flymow to mow it!

« Shotgun start tournaments are sometime like
surprise birthday parties. Everybody knows about
it, except you!

+ When was the last time you heard a shotgun at
a shotgun start?

¢ Definition of a moving target: a golf course
crew member usually engaged in mowing a green
or fairway.

+ Definition of an early bird: a single golfer who
insists on being the first one off the tee. It is manda-

tory that he not be paired with more than one other
person.(See gruesome two-some).

¢ Definition of the word, FORE: a four-letter
word whispered by an early bird or a gruesome
two-someasa golfball flies toward amoving target.

+ Definition of a gruesome two-some: two golf-
ers who insist on establishing a new speed record
for playing 18 holes on your heavy mowing day.

+ When are you most likely to have a heavy rain?

a. On the day you are topdressing.

b. The night before the member-guest.

¢. On the day of the monthly superintendent
meeting.

d. When you need it the most.

« It is a little known fact that the rubber used in
golf cart tires is attracted to the high moisture
content of the soil around fairway drain basins.

o If cart paths are generally 72 inches to 96
inches wide,and agolfcartisonly48 incheswide.
Why are there ruts along cart paths?

+ 90 Degree Rule: Turn 90 degrees from the cart
path and proceed to your ball. Turn 90 degrees and
drive up the wet fairway until you see the ranger or
the superintendent, then immediately turn 90 de-
grees and head for the cart path.

+ Golfers who disregard signs requesting golf
carts to be kept 30 feet away from greens and tees
must have already gone metric and have converted
to millimeters.

+ Why is it that every wrapper from every candy
bar and pack of crackers sold by the beverage cart
or half-way house is destined to end up in the
superintendents cart?

+ Ever notice if the productivity of the crew
varies inversely proportional to the personality of
the beverage cart driver?

+ We are an Entomological Cooperative Sanc-
tuary. We have mosquitos, gnats, deer flies, horse
flies, mole crickets and fire ants.

o If given a choice of several thousand trees,
lightning will always strike the tree guarding a
fairway dogleg first.

¢ Two of my favorite weather questions: (1)
When will the frost thaw? and (2) When will the
rain stop?

+ Special requests from the clubhouse, reports
of irrigation breaks, and other disasters usually
occur on Friday afternoons after the crew has gone
and after you've been on the job for eight hours.

+ “Failure to plan ahead on your part does not
constitute an emergency on our part” is not an
acceptable answer to the greens chairman, club
manager, or pro shop.

+ All greens have three speeds on any given day!
Too fast, too slow, and just right!

+ Stimpmeters need to be calibrated quarterly!

I'm sure over the years you have discovered
your own set of “golfisms.” Send them in and
maybe we’ll publish a second edition. g
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LESCO PRE-M

a proven performer at Pinehurst
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