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The GCSAA is
adding a new Pacific
Rim office and
announcing a
conference and trad
show for the area in

Corporate rebates
will be made to
GCSAA Scholarship
& Research by
Lebanon Turf
Products for each
bag of a Country
Club fertilizer sold
through Dec. 31,
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The American
Society of Golf
Course Architects is
urging developers to
involve golf course
superintendents in
the construction
phase on new
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ANSWER

Hailstone damage on

all 18 greens. Golf-
 ball-size hailstones

created a great deal

of damage.

After the storm,
clean-up and repairs
on top-dressings
finally made greens
playable again.
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1991 Golf Course Supply — Top 10 States

Rank State Daily Fee
1. Florida 459
2. Cadlifornia 374
3. New York 400
4. Michigan 525
5. Texas 234
6. Ohio 425
7. Pennsylvania 374
8. lllinois 257
9. North Carolina 257

10. Wisconsin 276

Nationwide 6,764

Municipal Private Total
100 473 1,032
178 310 862
119 260 779

84 150 760
156 359 749
96 192 713
39 232 645
157 201 615
35 192 484
70 77 423
2,259 5113 14,136
Source: National Golf Foundation

Florida leads nation in new golf course
openings but trend unlikely to continue

Florida led the nation in new course openings
in 1991 for the seventh consecutive year, accord-
ing to the National Golf Foundation. But the
string is likely to end.

With 35 courses added to the state’s inventory
last year, Florida widened its lead over California
as the state with the most golf courses: 1,032 to
862. California opened 21 new courses last year.

Michigan is likely to capture top honors for
1992, however. According to the NGF, 45 courses
are under construction in the Great Lakes state
while Florida, which led the nation in this category
in 1989 and slipped to third in 1990, dropped into
atie for seventh with Alabama and Texas in 1991.
Each state had 24 courses under construction at
the end of the year.

Nationally, golf course construction reached a
20-year high-water markas 351 newlayouts opened
for play. That’s the highest total since 1971, when
371 came on line and comes close to the goal of
opening a golf course a day set at the NGF’s Golf
Summit 1986 at Westchester CC in Rye, N.Y. The
totals for 1989 and 1990 were 289 and 290, respec-
tively. The nation had been averaging 150 per year
over the previous decade.

These and other statistical insights are con-
tained in the 1992 edition of the NGF’sannual Golf
Facilities in the U.S. report which examines the
nation’s golf course supply as of Dec. 31.

While 351 openings are certainly good for the
industry, NGF officials say this level of activity will
bedifficultto maintainin light of current develop-
ment conditions, including:

+ High cost of land.

+ Decline of the real estate market and its im—
pact on the number of future golf courses that will
be real-estate related.

+ Availability of financing that does not require
a high percentage of equity participation by the
borrower.

+ High cost of meeting environmental regula-
tions.

NGF research shows that it takes an average of
three years for most golf course development
projects to move from conception to completion.

“I seriously question whether we can sustain
this level of golf course development activity
throughout this decade,” says Joe Bedit, NGF presi-
dent. “Current conditions being what they are, I'd
say a rate of 250 a year seems more likely.”

The rate probably won’t drop all in one year,
however. NGF analysts predict that more than 300
courses willopen in 1992 because 450 courses have
been scheduled to open this year and, historically,
about 65 percent of the courses scheduled to open
actually do so.

But the number of courses in the planning
stages is down 13 percent from 1990 (781 to 681),
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so a further drop in openings appears likely.

Richard Norton, NGF’s vice president of golf course devel-
opment, also points to the current decline in the number of golf
course development projects that are real estate-related.

“Three to four years ago, upwards of 50 percent of all golf
course construction was associated with new housing,” he said.
“Itwas simplyareflection of the number of developers who were
using golf courses to increase the value of their homesites.”

At the end of 1991, however, only 34 percent of the 583
courses under construction — and only 33 percent of those that
opened — were related to real estate.

Among other findings in this year’s report:

¢ The total number of courses in the U.S. stands at 14,136 —
the highest number ever.

+ Many new courses have been opened or are being planned
and built in the NGF’s “Hot Spots” — metro areas where
conditions seemed especially favorable for golf course develop-
ment.

¢ Golf in the U.S. remains a predominatly public game: 64
percent of the nation’s total of 14,136 are public courses as are
nearly 80 percent of the 351 that opened last year.

Golf Facilties in the U.S. is one of two major baseline research
studies which the NGF conducts annually. The other is Golf
Participation in the U.S., which was scheduled to be released as
The Florida Green went to press.
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TERRA

Positioned to Meet Industry Needs

Professional Turf + Horticulture
Vegetation Management 4 Pest Control

No matter what business you're in, we get the products
to you when and where you need them. And that leaves
you with more time to do what you do best—run your
business.

Think of Terra as
your business partner.
Our goal is to supply
you withacomplete line
of chemical, fertilizer
and seed products that
is supported by the best
technical advice avail-

Call your nearest Terra location today!

Ellenton (813) 723.1821
(800) 762-3201
FL. Pierce (407) 466-6607

: (800) 451-9832

able in the industry to- Labelle (813) 675-6688
day (800) 523-5244
Y- Lakeland (813) 682-4151
The Terra product (800) 752-6615
Tavares (904) 343-5577

line includes pesticides
and adjuvants from all
of the major manufac-
turers, plus our own quality Riverside brand. Fertilizers
and seeds are supplied by the best producers in the
industry.

(800) 228-0646

Complete soil and plant tissue analyses and
fertility recommendations are also available.

a» Terra

#1990 Atlantic FEC

We understand

the importance ot

a good mix.

That's why it’s important that you get to know Atlantic FEC. Because
we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry.
Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available in
either normal size Killebrews or “small door” (24”) Killebrews
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated
potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting
green blend, also available.
Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at
18375 SW. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you
can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC
turfgrass professionals.

Atlantic FEC

Better Mixes Since 1923.
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