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N E W S R O U N D U P ENVIROTRON PUSHERS BREAK GROUND 6 

A year ago the turf industry was raising $350,000 to qualify for matching state funds 
to build an Envirotron turfgrass research center at the University of Florida. On 
March 11, they all gathered with UF dons to break ground. 

A T I M E F O R L E A R N I N G COURSES APLENTY AROUND THE STATE 7 

Several seminars for turfgrass managers are available and if you're too busy to attend 
one, you're too busy! Joel Jackson previews the heavy hitters. 

A TIME FOR REAPING GOLFWEEK RATES THE TOP COURSES 7 

The top 50 golf courses in Florida according to those repsonding the weekly golf 
newspaper, Golfweek, are listed for your amusement and comparison. Also listed are 
the 17 Florida courses listed among Golfweek's 50 most distinctive courses in the 
Southeast. 

COVER STORY THE PINES OF WINTER 10 

Joe Ondo, CGCS, maintains Winter Pines GC in Orlando for 90,000 rounds of golf 
a year and doesn't mind working hard. He loves being a superintendent at this 
privately-owned public golf course in Winter Park. 

S P O T L I G H T CECIL JOHNSTON RECEIVES h i s d s a 26 

Now employed in Thailand, Cecil Johnston was not available to receive his 1991 
Distinguished Service Award when he was honored at the annual aFGCSA banquet 
in August. He received the award at a special reception in New Orleans, Feb. 14. 

H A N D S O N INTEGRATED PLANT MANAGEMENT 32 

It's not limited to pest control. It's about everything you do to manage turfgrass. Joel 
Jackson, CGCS, reviews a presenation by Tim Hiers, CGCS, at a recent Treasure 
Coast GCSA meeting. 

G R E E N W A R D W H A T HAPPENED IN TALLAHASSEE 40 

Dr. Tom Latta, chairman of the FTGA External Affairs Committee, reviews legis-
lation considered, passed and hanging in limbo with the Florida Fegislature's recent 
regujar session. For updates on new laws affecting you, check this report carefully. 

GREEN SIDE UP MYTHS ABOUT THE MASTERS 32 

Editor Joel Jackson tells how the masters of turf keep the Masters tournament at 
Augusta National in the lushest of conditions. If you've never been to Augusta 
National, you'll get a few good reasons to make plans to go there. 
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Problem: 
Unplayable turf 
after irrigation 

Clue: 
Saturated Green 

Location: 
Florida 

Answer : 
Please see Page 6 

T U R F G R A S S Q U I Z 
O 

M 

M 
A 
S 
C 
A R 

O 
S 



YOUR 
Kentucky • Bluegrass 

Premium Kentucky Bluegrasses 
A medium bright 
green, fine textured 
grass that greens up 
early, keeps color late 
into fall and grows well 
in moderate shade. 

A moderately dark 
green variety with 
early spring green up 
and excellent density 
and wear tolerance, 
even maintained at a 
shorter cutting height. 

Premium Turf-Type Perennial Ryegrasses 
Excellent dark green 
color, fine leaves, 
superior density, high 
endophyte content, 
insect and disease resis-
tance distinguish this 
variety. 

Kentucky • Bluegrass 

Premium Turf-Type Tall Fescues 
A moderately low-
growing turf-type tall 
fescue with rich, dark 
green color, moderate 
leaf texture, and 
reduced growth rate. 

A moderately low-
growing turf-type tall 
fescue with rich, dark 
green color, good den-
sity, and good adapt -
ability. 

Premium Dwarf Turf-Type Tall Fescues 
A lower growing, dark-
er green tall fescue 
with a slower leaf 
extension rate and a 
shorter mature plant 
height. 

TURF-TYPE TALL FESCUE 

iAllMLAZEM 
ELITE DWARF TURF TYPE TALL FESCUE 
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LEGACY 
Premium turf-typeperennial ryegrass 

A dark green, dense vari-
ety with fine leaf texture, 
dwarf growth habit and 
high endophyte content 
Tolerant of heat, drought, 
and low mowing. 

TRAILBLAZERII 
Elite Dwarf Turf Type Tall Fescue 

SHADEMASTER 
Creeping Red Fescue 

COMMANDER 
t u r f - t y p e p e r e n n i a l r y e g r a s s 

A rich dark green vari-
ety with high endophyte 
to fend off insects, and 
good disease resistance. 

An early-maturing, 
low-growing turf with 
bright green color, 
medium fine texture 

t u r f t y p e p e r e n n i a l r y e g r a s s and medium density. 

Darker green color, 
good shade tolerance, 
and dense, fine tex-
tured turf that requires 
less mowing. 

Premium Creeping Red Fescue 
A rich, blue-green vari-
ety with the ability to 
form a dense fine turf 
for a creeping fescue. 

Premium Intermediate Ryegrass 
Excellent for over 

a seeding dormant warm-
M season grasses and for 

temporary soil stabiliza-
tion. This variety 
exhibits dark green 
color, moderate leaf tex-
ture and reduced 
growth rate. 

TranSiarj^ 

©1991 LESCO, Inc. 

Turf professionals have come to know LESCO as The Seed Pro, because 
LESCO offers more varieties developed exclusively for professionals than any 
other seed company. 

LESCO has more than 12 top quality varieties for turf pros to choose from. 
Each can be purchased separately or custom blended to your exacting speci-
fications. So whatever your need, Your Seed Pro has the seed! 

Call your sales representative, visit your local LESCO Service Center of call 
# I tpll free (800) 321-5325 

LESCO — Turfgrass seed exclusively for professionals 

m m 
b p h b p ^ P ^ B P ^ B P ^ 
E S T A B L I S H E D 1 9 6 2 
20005 Lake Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

% j 
Fertilizers, Seed, Control 
Products, Equipment, Parts 



Deeper 
In irrigation, 
quality means 
more than 
quantity. Im-
proving the 
poor water 
quality that 
causes soil 

chemistry imbalances is the key to 
improving play on every green. 

That's why you 
need pHairway™ 
Water Treatment 
Additive. Manufac-
tured by Unocal for 
Greensmiths, Inc., 
pHairway Water 
Treatment Additive 
is an innovative 
turf management 
tool that's revolu-
tionizing agronomic 
technology. 

"Water conditions 
are only getting 
worse. This is a 
problem of the 

future and 
pHairway can 

solve it." 
John Wright 

Golf Course Superintendent 
Reflection Ridge Golf Course 

Wichita, Kansas 

Using a compact, com-
puter-controlled device, 
the pH balance of your 
water source is continually 
monitored. When an 
imbalance is detected, the 



Greens. 
proper amount of pHairway Water 
Treatment Additive is injected into 
the water to adjust the pH level. 

Results can be dramatic. Most no-
tably in the areas of water absorp-
tion and penetration. 

This process not only saves valuable 
water and increases penetration, it 
also solubilizes natural soil nutri-
ents that feed the turf. Plus, unde-
sirable cations are leached away. 

For a complete evaluation 
of your water and soil 
requirements, call 
Greensmiths, Inc. ~ 
the most comprehen-
sive soil and water 
management com-
pany in the country. 
The Greensmiths 
approach is agronomic not indus-
trial, integrating ecologically sound 

"Our members were responsive. 
They thought the greens were 

better this year... and they're a 
very critical bunch." 

Tom Werner, Golf Course Superintendent 
Colonial Country Club, Fort Worth, Texas 

programs to produce strong, healthy 
turf. 

For long-term solutions 
and straight talk, call 

Greensmiths, Inc. at: 

Greensmiths, Inc. 
P.O. Box 338 
Frisco, Texas 75034 
(800)638-2980 

Liquid Ag Systems, Inc. 
Pompano Beach & 
Ft. Meyers, FL. 
(800)432-2249 

A Unocal Water Treatment Product 



PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

It is that time of the year again when 
all of our distinguished elected officials 
have gathered in the state capital to 
make laws and decide the future of our 
great state. This year is particularly 
crucial in that proponents of higher 
taxes and environmental activists are 
pressing their agendas to the detriment 
of our industry. 

On the 
taxation front, 
there is con-
siderable 
pressure from 
our illustrious 
legislative body 
to force you 
and me to pay 
more in a 
number of 
areas touching 
this 
association. 

Keep your eye 
on legislature 
-your job 
depends on it 

Tom Benefield, CGCS 
FGCSA President 

There is a good chance that we will 
be paying a sales tax on the membership 
dues we pay to be a member of 
benevolent societies such as ours. 
Lobbyist Bobby Brantley says, however, 
that the "tax" issues will be dealt with 
during a special session of the 
legislature. 

It is prudent to expect every segment 
of the golf industry to be affected, areas 
like professional lesson fees, annual 
memberships and fees for licenses and 
permits will like increase. 

The environmental activist is also 
hard at work trying to make our life in 
the golf industry not just difficult but, if 
successful, impossible to continue. At 
issue here is who will be regulating the 
use of pesticides in this state. We have 
introduced legislation called the 
"preemption bill". Basically what this 
says is that the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services 
would have the authority to set pesticide 
rules and regulations across the entire 
state and these rules would pre-empt 
any local rules. 

What the environmentalist wants is 
the ability of local rule. This simply is 
that each local municipality or county 
could arbitrarily set the rules of what 
you could and could not do in applying 
pesticides to your golf course. It is easy 
to envision emotional and irrational 
activists appearing before the local 
elected officials pleading their 
doomsday stories to get their agendas 
accepted. 

This is a scary situation, to think that 
our industry could be governed by 
people operating from ignorance 
instead of scientific data. That these 
rules will change as you cross city 
boundaries, and are likely to change 
again at the whim of the local council is 
a very unsettling situation. This job is 
difficult enough without having to live 
by rules created by the local "condo 
commandos." 

At this time the issue is unsettled. 
Fortunately, we have good people in 
Tallahassee to fight our side of the 
battle: Bobby Brantley of the Florida 
Golf Council and Tom Latta of the 
Florida Turfgrass Association. Without 
them we would be in a much worse 
situation. 

This year's legislative session has 
furthered my conviction that more than 
ever before we need the Florida Golf 
Council representing us in Tallahassee. 
Everyone has to do their part. Bobby is 
doing his and we need to do ours. If 
you are not a member of the FGC, 
please join today. You never know. The 
job you save may be your own. 



ARRELLS 

Ask The 500 Florida Golf 
Courses Now Using Hatred's. 
Go ahead. Call your associates using 
Harrell's fertilizer. They'll tell you about 
their green, lush turf. They'll talk about 
great spreadability. And they'll tell you 
how much easier life is with Harrell's 
custom blends. 

Keep your owners, members, greens 
committee and everybody else on your 
side of the fence happy. Call for Harrell's 
Fertilizer today. 

Great Service, Too! 
Relax. With Harrell's your fertilizer arrives 
on time. Every time. It's always in perfect 
condition, too. So whether you choose 50-
pound plastic bags (we unload 'em for 
you), or our ready-to-use bulk trailer, 
there's no mess or hassle. Great service 
comes in a Harrell's bag. 

Finally, a Prescription 
Fertilizer Made Just For 
Your Greens. 
Golf greens need nutrients specific to their 
area-that's why we custom blend every 
order. Our four professional formulates, 
(with 153 total years experience in 
turibuilding), blend every pound of your 
Harrell's turf grass fertilizer to your exact 
specifications, to give you the greenest 
greens ever. We know fertilizer-and we 
know golf courses. 

Harrell's. The Fertilizer 
Standard of Excellence. 
For years we've been mixing, analyzing 
and constantly improving our fertilizers 
to give you the nutrients you need and 
the spreadability you demand. Plus we 
"triple screen" our green and tee mixes 
for true putting and smooth driving 
quality. You won't find a finer fertilizer! 

1-800-282-8007 
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ALSO 

Golfweek reader 
poll cites top golf 
courses in state, 
nation 10 

Robert Trent Jones 
Sr. honored by 
USGA with oil 
painting 12 

Architects honor 
Paul Fullmer for 22 
years of service as 
executive secretary. 

13 

USGA presents C. 
Richard Skogley 
with Green Section 
Award 14 

TURF QUIZ 
ANSWER 
Green was 
unplayable after 
irrigation. Water 
covered tops of show 
soles. Capillary pull 
in the soil profile was 
interrupted by three 
layers of buried 
thatch. 

Soil profile remained 
constantly wet. 
Recommended 
rebuilding to USGA 
specifications. 

Alternatives: deep 
spiking to break up 
layers of grooving to 
physically remove 
layers. 

TURF NEWS 
ROUNDUP 

From left, James 
Davidson, interim 
vice president for 
agriculture and 
natural resources; 
Terril Nell, 
chairman, 
department of 
environmental 
horticulture; Bob 
Rehberg, FTGA 
president; John 
Lombardi, UF 
president; Bob 
Yount, FTGA 
executive vice 
president. 

Turfgrass industry, researchers 
b reak g round for Envirotron 

March 11 was a better day for warm-season 
grasses than warm-season people. 

Mid-morning temperatures in the mid-40s 
chased more than 100 turfgrass dignitaries into a 
Fifield Hall conference room on the University of 
Florida campus at Gainesville to "break ground" 
for the Envirotron. And after about 20 minutes of 
speeches, more than half the assembly walked 
outside and braved the bright, crystalline atmo-
sphere to watch five men dig in the dirt. 

The Envirotron is really going to happen. 
UF President John Lombardi opened the cer-

emonies with a summary of the $700,000 research 
facility's scientific and educational mission. 

"I'm reading this," he noted candidly, "because 
frankly I don't have a clue what an envirotron 
does. I'll wait until it's finished and I can look at it. 

"But we all know that the scientific study of 
turfgrass is important to this state and its environ-
ment. Turfgrass in the state of Florida is a big-time 
industry and everyone will be very interested in 
the research that takes place here and all of us will 
share in the benefits." 

Jim Davidson, UF interim vice president for 
agriculture and natural resources, brought down 
the house with the observation that "the Univer-
sity of Florida was not able to win an SEC football 

championship until we put turf back in our sta-
dium." 

He then recited the litany of the industry's 
economic importance ($5 billion in Florida), not-
ing that Florida had only 125 golf courses in 1953, 
the year of the state's first turfgrass conference. 
"Now there are more than a thousand. 

"Environmental factors dictate that we take a 
holistic approach to turfgrass maintenance. We 
must not only find ways to control and eliminate 
pests and diseases but we must come to solutions 
that are acceptable to our society while protecting 
our environment 

"The Envirotron will enable us to better serve 
the state and its citizens." 

Science and education will be the major contri-
butions of the Envirotron, said FTGA President 
Bob Rehberg in the main address. 

"One thing this facility will allow us to do is 
recruit first-class graduate students. We have built 
living facilities within the Envirotron so that first-
class students can live there as well as study there. 

"The leaders of tomorrow are the students of 
today." 

Living quarters and all the other bells and 
whistles in the original concept survived the de-
sign and budget process, although the final ver-



sion looks nothing like the original 
"artist's conception" used in fund-rais-
ing efforts spearheaded by FTGA Execu-
tive Vice President Bob Yount. 

In fact, the rhizotron — the root-
stock from which the entire project sprang 
— is not even part of the main building. 
The subterranean laboratory which en-
ables researchers to study the interaction 
between roots and soils to a depth below 
six feet is now a separate facility more 
than 100 feet away from the laboratory, 
classrooms, head room and living quar-
ters. 

"It had to be that way because other-
wise shadows would have interfered," 
said Jack Ponikvar, associate of the Lewis 
Brown Jr. architectural firm that designed 
the building. Ponikvar, who has designed 
several other facilities for IFAS, was the 
lead designer of the Envirotron. 

Construction will begin this autumn 
and is expected to take about eight 
months. The facility will be "functional" 
by late 1993. 

"Now we have to raise the money to 
equip the lab," said Yount, as the partici-
pants and onlookers scattered to the 
warmth of their offices and automobiles. 

— Larry Kieffer 

Springtime education 
brings opportunities 
around the state 

For those clubs and superintendents 
who strive to be the best, there are educa-
tional opportunities aplenty this spring. 
If you weren't able to travel to the FTGA 
Conference in Jacksonville last fall or the 
GCSAA Conference in New Orleans this 
past February, there are some outstand-
ing local seminars on tap to help you 
catch up on what's going on in the world 
of turf management. 

MARCH. The USGA scheduled the 
annual Green Section Conference in West 
Palm Beach at the Royce Hotel on March 
10 and at the Marriott Hotel on Interna-
tional Drive in Orlando on March 12. 
Because of the increasing demand for 
this quality program, this is the second 
year that the conference was held in two 
locations. 

D U A S D 

Ft. Lonesome * V t - Pierce 

L o B e l l e Q 

Zell wood 
904-383-61 1 1 

Cocoa 
407-636-3966 

Ft. Pierce 
407-461-0962 

Oviedo 
407-365-2189 

Ft. Lonesome 
813-633-1447 

LaBelle 
813-675-0545 

Environmental Watemay Management... 

Preserving Your 
Liquid Assets" 

Water, water, everywhere...it's the number one 
visual and recreational amenity at golf courses, 
apartment complexes, corporate parks, state parks, 
cities, and developments throughout FLORIDA— 
and Environmental Waterway Management's 
"Aqua-Technicians" and Biologists are specialists in 
keeping your waterways clean, healthy, and attractive! 

Environmental Waterway Management can provide 
you with A L G A E 8. Aquatic Weed CONTROL, Floating 
Fountains, Lake Aeration, Wetland Planting, Fish 
Stocking and Much More. 

For a FREE site analysis, contact 
Environmental Waterway Management 
East Coast Southwest Florida 

Branch Office Branch Office 
5000 Oakes Road, Building H 2147 Porter Lake Drive 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 Suite C 
(305) 581-2994 Sarasota, FL 34240 
Central Florida (813)371 8081 

Branch Office West Coast 
4075 L.B. McLeod Road Branch Office 
Suite C 12918 Dupont Circle 
Orlando, FL 32811 Tampa, FL 33626 
(407)843-7887 (813)854-1113 

North Florida Branch Office 
Serving the Jacksonville Area 

1-800-832-Lake 



or golf course superintendents, mole crickets come 
with the territory. It's not so much a question of 
whether the insects will be a problem, but rather a 

question of how best to control them. 

These days, more and more superintendents are 
finding their product of choice to be CRUSADE® 5 G 
Granular Insecticide. Manufactured by ICI Professional 
Products and distributed by LESCO, Inc., CRUSADE is 
now approved for non-restricted use on golf courses. 

{ f f ith the active 
\ \ / ingredient fonofos, 
y y CRUSADE offers 
/ / excellent control 

of both the nymph and early 
adult stages of the mole crick-
et for four to six weeks or 
more. Its residual makes this 
new weapon in the arsenal of 
mole cricket insecticides the 
most cost-effective control on 
the market today. 

At Quail Creek Country 
Club, a private 36-hole 
facility in Naples, Florida, 
Superintendent Steve Durand 
applied CRUSADE twice in 
1991. He put the first appli-
cation on the greens, tees, 
and fairways of nine holes 
during the third week of June. 
In late September, based on 
the success of the earlier 
treatment, he applied the 
product to all 36 holes. 
"The results in 

Hune were excellent 
fend the residual 

Durand said. "With other prod-
ucts, the residual doesn't seem 
to be as strong. From the results 
of the first application, I wasn't 
hesitant to buy a second time. 
The decision was easy." 

CRUSADE is an organo-
phosphorus soil insecticide 
that can be applied to warm 
or cool season grasses on all 
turf areas of the golf course. 
It is also registered for use on 
commercial sod farms. Applied 
at the relatively low rate of 80 
pounds per acre for mole 
cricket control, its convenient 
granular formulation simpli-
fies treatment and is especially 
beneficial when making partial 
applications or working in 
isolated areas. 

In extensive testing by 
university entomologists for 
more than 15 years, fonofos 
has repeatedly demonstrated 

superior control of 
all economically 
important turf-
grass insects 
including white 

"The results were 
excellent and the 
residual was out-

standing." 



grubs, chinch bugs, sod web-
worms, and cutworms, as well 
as mole crickets. 

In 1991 tests in Georgia, 
CRUSADE demonstrated a 
statistically significant reduc-
tion in mole cricket damage 
by the second week following 
application. In tests in Florida 
in 1988-1989, CRUSADE 
exhibited mole cricket con-
trol equal to or greater than 
six other products. 

pplication timing 
is critical with any 
insecticide. With 

_ _ CRUSADE, timing is 
especially important because 
of the product's ability to 
control both the adult and 
nymph mole cricket popula-
tions. Other products are not 
as effective against the adults. 

Adult mole crickets mate 
and lay eggs and fly away to 
die. Nymphs hatch in two to 
three weeks. With knowledge 
of what stage of the life cycle 
the insects are in and proper 
application timing, the 

applicator can 
apply to control 
both the adults 
as they go down 
into the soil to lay 
eggs and the 
nymphs as they 
hatch and emerge 
from the soil. 

In Largo, Florida, at the 
Bardmoor North Golf Club, 
Superintendent Steve Hritsko, 
who has recently moved to the 
World Woods Golf Resort in 
Homosassa, applied CRUSADE 
in April of 1991 to all fair-
ways and tee and green slopes 
on the 18-hole course. He 
reapplied in September. 

"With two applications of 
CRUSADE, I had better 
results than any other product 
would provide," Hritsko said. 
"I did, however, begin to see 
some activity that had to be 
addressed around the middle 
to the end of August. For 
1992, I've budgeted three 
applications of CRUSADE— 
one in March, another in June 
and a third in September." 

Once CRUSADE is 

"With two 
applications of 

CRUSADE, I had 
better results than 
any other product 
would provide." 

Steve Hritsko, Superintendent, 
World Woods Golf Resort 

active ingredient 
releases from its 
carrier and attach-
es to the soil. The 
product resists 
leaching and its 
performance is not 
affected by 
enhanced micro-

bial degradation. 
According to Bob 

Yarborough, Vice President 
for Control Products at 
LESCO, the longevity of 
CRUSADE in the soil makes 
it a welcome addition to the 
arsenal of mole cricket 
insecticides. 

"What makes CRUSADE 
unique is that it doesn't have 
the microbial degradation of 
other soil-active insecticides," 
Yarborough commented. 
"That gives it the residual 
necessary to provide prolonged 
control of both the adult and 
the nymph populations. Other 
products may need to be 
applied as many as five times 
a year, but, with CRUSADE, 
two applications will general-
ly do the trick." 

After years of research 
and refinement, ICI 
Professional Products is pleased 
to provide golf course super-
intendents with this exciting 
insecticide. CRUSADE is a 
convenient, easy-to-use gran-
ular formulation that demon-
strates superior efficacy 
against mole crickets and 
other turf-damaging insects. 
It can be used from tee to 
green on both warm and cool 
season grasses and is nonphy-
totoxic, with performance 
unaffected by enhanced 
microbial degradation. 

CRUSADE can't promise 
to end the war against mole 
crickets on golf courses. But 
it is guaranteed to make each 
battle a whole lot easier to win. 

"What makes 
CRUSADE unique 

is that it doesn't 
have the microbial 

degradation of 
other soil-active 

insecticides.." 



APRIL. On April 9, there will be two 
blockbuster programs to choose from. 

On the east side of the state the South 
Florida Chapter is hosting the Otto 
Schmeisser Research Green Exposition 
at the Rolling Hills Golf Resort in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

This is a combination event with a 
morning Turfgrass Workshop with Dr. 
Joe Vargas, Michigan State University, 
speaking on "Prevention of Black Layer 
and Fungicide Resistance", and Dr. Rob-
ert Dunn, University of Florida, discuss-
ing "Nematicides: Promises and Prob-
lems in Golf Course Management". 

Following the workshop, there will be 
product displays and equipment dem-
onstrations. This event is the original and 
primary fund raiser for the building and 
maintenance of the Otto Schmeisser Re-
search Green at the IFAS Research Sta-
tion in Fort Lauderdale. It is the only 
research plot in the state where tests are 
conducted on turf maintained under 
playing conditions. For registration in-
formation call the FGCSA office at (407) 
692-9349. 

Meanwhile on the west coast at the 
Bonita Bay Club, the Everglades Chap-
ter hosts a Spring Seminar that is loaded 
with turfgrass talent! The all-day pro-
gram includes two presentations by re-
nowned author and Texas A & M re-
searcher, Dr. James Beard, "Water Con-
servation & Turfgrass" and "Bermuda-
grass Greens Management". 

Other speakers include: Bob Rehburg, 
President of the FTGA; John Foy, USGA 
Green Section director for the Florida 
region; Dr. Bert McCarty, U. of Florida, 
"Herbicides and New Compounds"; Dr. 
William Hagland, Washington State 
University, "New Technologies in Nema-
tode Control;" and Dr. Wayne Hannah, 
USDA Research Geneticist, "Bermuda-
grass Breeding and Quality Analysis." For 
registration information call David Fry, 
CGCS at (813) 624-6204. 

Both ofthe April 9 Seminarswill pro-
vide CEU credits for renewing Restricted 
Use Pesticide Licenses. 

Superintendents in North Florida 
can look forward to the 46th Annual 
Southeastern Turfgrass Conference to 
be held in Tifton, Georgia on April 13 

and 14. There will be a golf tournament 
sponsored by the Georgia GCSA at 1 p.m. 
at the Spring Hill C.C. on Monday. For 
those not playing golf registration and 
inspection of Experiment Station research 
plots will be available from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m..There will also be a fish fry lunch 
at Spring Hill and a 6:30 p.m. putting 
tournament and barbeque at the Tifton 
Family GC. On Tuesday, April 14 there 
will be an educational program for golf 
course superintendents. For more de-
tails, you may call (912) 386-3353. 

MAY. This magazine won't be out in 
May so you better check this out now! On 
May 7, the University of Florida will hold 
its Annual Turfgrass Research and Edu-
cational Field Day from 8:30 a.m. to 
Noon at the Horticultural research Unit 
on Northwest 71st Street in Gainesville. 
This is an excellent opportunity to talk 
one-on- one with the state's leading turf-
grass specialists. The event is free but 
there is a $5 charge for the noon barbeque. 
Call Marie at (904) 692-1831 and let them 
know you'll be eating so they can plan the 
food. After lunch, the first Gator-Turf 
Golf Tournament will be held at the Uni-
versity of Florida's Golf Club on South-
west Second Avenue. Entry fee is $20. 
The number of participants is limited so 
please call Dr. Bert McCarty's secretary, 
Marie, at (904) 392-1831 to insure regis-
tration. 

If you can't make any of these events, 
then you aren't trying hard enough! Edu-
cation is the key for the continued suc-
cess and survival for every golf club and 
superintendent in the state.— Joel Jack-
son. 

Golfweek reader pell 
taps Lecanto's Black 
Diamond Ranch as 
Florida's best course 

Black Diamond Ranch in Lecanto was 
named the best golf course in Florida in 
the 13 th annual reader survey by Golfweek, 
the weekly golf newspaper. 

"We believe the true test of a course's 
greatness is the appreciation by golfers of 
all skill levels," wrote Golfweek Publisher 
Tom Stine in the Jan. 18 edition. 

Each Golfweek subscriber was asked to 
rank the 10 best golf courses in whichever 

state he was most familiar with. 
"No restrictions were placed on the 

voters. We asked that they consider "de-
sign, distinctiveness of holes, memora-
bility, condition, fairness, difficulty, play-
ability, and personal preference. The 
weight given to each category was up to 
the individual voter." 

The rankings: 
1. Black Diamond Ranch, Lecanto 
2. Innisbrook (Copperhead), Tarpon 

Springs 
3.TPCatSawgrass (Stadium), PonteVedra 
4. Bay Hill Club, Orlando 
5. Doral CC (Blue), Miami 
6. Grand Cypress (North/South), Orlando 
7. Bonita Bay Club (Marsh), Naples 
8. Hammock Dunes Links, Palm Coast 
9. Seminole, North Palm Beach 
10. Bloomingdale Golfers Club, Valrico 

1 1. Jupiter Hills (Hills), Jupiter; 1 2. Ravines, 
Middleburg; 13. Golden Ocala, Ocala; 14. 
Fiddlesticks CC (Long Mean), Fort Myers; 15. 
Grenelefe G&RC (West), Haines City; 16. Walt 
Disney Wor ld (Magnolia), Lake Buena Vista; 
1 7. Old Marsh GC, Palm Beach Gardens; 1 8. 
Mission Inn, Howey-in-the-Hills; 19. Indigo Lakes, 
Daytona Beach; 20. Grand Cypress (New), 
Orlando. 

21. Wal t Disney Wor ld (Palm), Lake Buena 
Vista; 22. Pine Tree GC, Boynton Beach; 23. 
Lake Nona CC, Orlando; 24. TPC at Eagle 
Trace, Coral Springs; 25. TPC of Tampa Bay, 
Tampa; 26. Emerald Dunes, Palm Beach; 27. 
Innisbrook (Island), Tarpon Springs; 28. 
SawgrassCC (Oceanside), PonteVedra Beach; 
29. The Loxahatchee Club, Jupiter; 30. Bluewater 
Bay CC, Niceville. 

31. Avila CC, Tampa; 32. PGA National 
(Champion), Palm Beach Gardens; 33. Key 
Biscayne, Miami; 34. The Reserve, Port St. 
Lucie; 35. Amelia Island Plantation (Long Point), 
Amelia Island; 36. Hawk's Nest, Vero Beach; 
37. J DM CC (East), Palm Beach Gardens; 38. 
Mayacoo Lakes CC, Palm Beach; 39. Eagle 
Creek CC, Naples; 40. Palm Beach Polo (Cy-
press), West Palm Beach. 

41. Hunter's Green, Tampa; 42. River Wil-
derness, Parrish; 43. Wildcat Run, Estero; 44. 
Errol CC, Apopka; 45. Club at Pelican Bay, 
Naples; 46. Adios CC, Coconut Creek; 47. 
Kissimmee Bay CC, Kissimmee; 48. Pelican's 
Nest, Bonita Springs; 49. Harbor Hills G&CC, 
Lady Lake; 50. DeBary Plantation, DeBary. 

Two weeks earler, the publication 
named 17 Florida courses in its annual 
list of the "50 most distinctive develop-
ment courses in the Southeastern United 
States." 

No selection criteria were listed but 
Black Diamond made that list as well. 

The honorees, in alphabetical order: 
Alaqua CC, Longwood; Black Diamond 



WANTED 

Dick Campbell Russ Mitchell Tom Gaines Bill Lund Steve de Mello 

OUT OF COMPETITIONS HAIR! 
These professionals are guilty of: 

Great Service 
Best Pricing 
Maintaining 4 Service Locations 
Top Products 

Expert Knowledge 
25 Plus Years 
of Florida Turf Tradition 
Industry Support 

BUT YOU CAN FIND THEM AT: 
Dick Campbell, North and Central Florida — (407) 422-2337 Ext. 862 Pager, (407) 247-1727 Mobile 

Russ Mitchell, Southeast Florida — (407) 835-5283 Pager, (407) 346-7078 Mobile 

Tom Gaines, Dade and Broward Counties — (305) 397-4372 Pager, (800) 432-3411 

Bill Lund, Southwest Florida — (813) 883-1724 Pager, (800) 282-2719 

Steve de Mello, Tampa Area North — (813) 883-1684 Pager, (800) 282-2719 
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Ranch, Lecanto; Bloomingdale Golfers 
Club, Valrico; Bonita Bay Club, Bonita 
Springs; Cobblestone CC, Palm City; Em-
erald Bay, Destin; Hammock Dunes Links, 
Palm Coast; Ibis G&CC (The Legend), 
West Palm Beach; Ironhorse CC, West 
Palm Beach; 

Lake Nona Club, Orlando; Lely Resort 
(Flamingo Island); Magnolia Point, Green 
Cove Springs; Old Mash GC, North Palm 
Beach; TPC of Tampa Bay, Tampa; Weston 
Hills, Fort Lauderdale; Wildcat Run, Estero; 
Willoughby GC, Stuart. ^ 

PGA National to be 
featured on TV show 

PGA National GC in Palm Beach Gar-
dens will be one of the courses featured in 
the PGA of America's nationally syndi-
cated TV program, PGA's Golf Almanac. 

In its third year, the series will expand 
from 10 to 13 seeks for each of the PGA's 
41 sections. The 30-minute shows will air 
in both Florida sections beginning the 
weekend of April 4 and ending June 27. 
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Robert Trent Jones Sr. in oil portrait by 
Arthur Weaver 

USGA honors Robert 
Trent Jones Sr. with 
portrait for permanent 
display in Golf House 

An oil portrait of golf architect Robert 
Trent Jones Sr. by renowned British artist 

Arthur Weaver was unveiled during the 
annual meeting of the United States Golf 
Association in Palm Beach in February. 

"It was an occasion I will always re-
member," Jones said. "I was simply de-
lighted with Arthur Weaver's work and 
am honored the USGA will display it." 

It was the first of two February honors 
for the architect. He received the Don 
Rossi Humanitarian Award from the Golf 
Course Builders Association of America 
at the International Golf Course Confer-
ence and Show in New Orleans. 

Jones's portrait will hang at the USGA's 
Museum, Golf House, in Far Hills, N.J. 
He becomes the 17th golf dignitary — 
and the first golf architect — honored 
with a portrait. Others include Bob Jones, 
Francis Ouimet, Ben Hogan, Byron 
Nelson, Gene Sarazen and Glenna Collett 
Vare. A selection of Arthur Weaver's land-
scapes was exhibited at Golf House last 
summer. The museum is open from 9 to 
5 weekdays and 10 to 4 on weekends. 
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We work at ground level... 
so you can 

play on top! 
The fact is, Central 
Florida Turf is working 
hard to provide you with 
superior workmanship in 
construction of new golf 
facilities, irrigation with 
all turf installations or 
renovation of existing 
golf courses... 
and all at a competitive 
price! 

Jeff Harstine 
President/Vice President 

Central Florida Turf, Inc. 
4516 East Kinsey Road 
Avon Park, FL 33825 

(813) 452-2215 • 800-422-1187 

Rodney Davis 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Dennis Crews 
Sales Manager 



ASGGA honors Paul Fullmer 
with 1 9 9 2 Dona ld Ross A w a r d 

Paul Fullmer, who has guided the development of the Ameri-
can Society of Golf Course Architects for the past 22 years in his 
role of executive secretary, has been named the 1992 winner of 
the organization's Donald Ross Award. 

"Paul has been at the helm during one of the most dynamic 
growth periods in the history of golf course architecture in this 
country," President Tom Clark explained, "and his steady hand 
has enabled the society and its members to achieve recognition 
throughout the world as the premier design source. The Society 
has experienced rapid growth during the past decade and has 
become a high-profile member of the Allied Associations of 
Golf, and we wanted to recognize his consistent counsel and 
pro-active programs by awarding Paul the Ross Award — the 
highest, honor we can bestow." 

Fullmer now joins others including Robert Trent Jones and 
Geoffrey Garnish as ASGCA recipients of the coveted Ross 
award. The ASGCA presents the Ross Award annually to some-
one who has made a significant contribution to the game of golf, 
and specifically golf course architecture. 

Fullmer became ASGCA executive secretary in 1970. His golf 
connection developed through his wife, Sandra, and her father, 
Percy Clifford, who was an ASGCA Fellow and one of the 
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and service available 
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We understand 
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a good mix. 
That's why it's important that you gst to know Atlantic FEC. Because 

we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically 
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry. 

Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in 
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available in 

either normal size Killebrews or "small door" (24") Killebrews 
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated 

potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting 
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Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at 
18375 S.W. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you 

can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC 
turfgrass professionals. 

Atlantic FEC 
Better Mixes Since 1923. 



leading golf course architects in Mexico. 
"Quite simply, I am deeply honored 

by the Ross Award," Fullmer said. 
"I am well aware that staff people 

seldom are recognized with their 
organization's highest honor, and this 
recognition certainly is one of the high-
lights of my life, especially because it 
comes from such great friends." 

USGA presents 
C. Richard Skogley 
Green Section Award 

A turfgrass breeder and educator re-
sponsible for several varieties of bent-
grass and fescue, including Providence 
and Jamestown, was presented the 
USGA's 1992 Green Section Award at the 
International Golf Course Conference 
and Show in New Orleans Feb. 10-17. 

"I 'm very proud to receive the 
acknowledgement of my peers for my 
years of research in turfgrass," said Dr. C. 
Richard Skogley, who has spent most of 
his 40-year career as director of the Uni-

versity of Rode Island turfgrass program. 
The award has been presented annu-

ally since 1961 to recognize distinguished 
service to golf through work with turf-
grass. 

An author or co-author of many ar-
ticles for scientific journals and the pub-
lic press, Skogley has been a featured 
speaker at turfgrass programs through-
out the world. 

He has received many honors, includ-
ing the Oregon Seed Trade Association 
Man of the Year Award and the GCSAA 
Distinguished Service Award. 

Skogley retired from URI in 1990 but 
he continues to provide consulting ser-
vices. 

USGA Foundation 
grants funding to 
youth golf programs 

A Florida-based program to introduce 
underprivileged youngsters in 125 cities 
around the nation to golf has received a 
grant from the USGA Foundation. 

"Hook-a-Kid-on-Golf," run by the 
National Youth Sports Coaches Associa-
tion based in West Palm Beach, and the 
LPGA/American Athletic Foundation 
Junior Golf Program in Anaheim, Calif., 
which will teach the game to disadvan-
taged youths in Southern California. 

Both received major funding from the 
USGA series of grants designed to assist 
in developing youth and education pro-
grams. 

Several programs for physically chal-
lenged golfers also received support this 
year, including Special Olympics Inter-
national; Fore Hope, Inc, of Columbus, 
Ohio; National Amputee Golf Associa-
tion, of Amherst, N.H.; and the Physi-
cally Limited Golfers Association in 
Duluth, Minn. Funds for these programs 
were raised through USGA sales of greet-
ing cards in 1991. 

The National Minority Junior Golf 
Scholarship Association, in Phoenix, 
Ariz., was awarded a grant to assist with 
its scholarship program for financially 
disadvantaged high school golfers. 

South Florida Grassing, Inc 
"A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964" 
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We Supply It, So 
You Can Work I t . . . 

FOR PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE, 
THESE EXPERTS SERVICE YOUR AREA. 

David Miller Central Florida 
Jim Sartain West Coast 
Bob Schroeter North Florida 
David Cheesman Treasure Coast 
Shawn Zakany South Florida 
Jim Wells Central Florida 
Tracie Rodwell Everglades 
David Barnes Ridge 
Mike Ayer West Coast 
Marty Griffin Palm Beach 
Mike Miles Sun Coast 
Mel Hallack Ridge 

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR 
YOUR GOLF COURSE, ITS 
MAINTENANCE AND 
APPEARANCE. 
FERTILIZERS AND SOIL 
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Lykes Agri Sales 
Ringer Turf Products 
Liquid Ag Systems Inc. 
Dakota Reed-Sedge Peat 

CHEMICALS 

Helena Chemical Co./Ag Resources 

SEED 
Pickseed West Inc./Ag Resources 

EQUIPMENT 
Club Car Carryall 
Ransomes Turf Equipment 
Daihatsu Hijet 
Florida Sprayers Inc. 
Crosley Trailers 
Easy Picker Driving Range Vehicles 
Douglas Rollers 
RedMax Reciprocators 
Rainjet Fountains 
Windfoil Sprayers 

ACCESSORIES 
Cylex Granite Signs 
Southern Screen and Embroidery Flags 
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Lewisline American Eagle 
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DNA Sun Helmets 
Hammers Recycled Plastics 
Fox Valley Marking Paints 
Lundrain Drainage Material 
Spyker Spreaders 
Master of the Links Wood Products 
Hole-in-White (Cup Brightener) 
Clover Lapping Compound 
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Winter Pines Golf Course 

A good, everyday golf course 
for good, everyday golfers 

nity College's School of Golf Course Operations. 
"I enjoy not having to be in the office all day. I not only get to 

see my golf course up close and personal every day, I get the 
chance to do something about it. You see things when you're 
riding the spayer that you wouldn't see while making an inspec-
tion tour. 

"What we have is a good, everyday golf course for good, 
everyday golfers." 

And Ondo, with a three handicap and several state champi-
onships under his belt, is a pretty good everyday golfer himself. 

He learned to play golf at 15, when a public course, Bronzwood 

BY LARRY KIEFFER 

Joe Ondo, CGCS, is a working superintendent. 
With four full-time employees and three part-timers, he 

maintains the 18-hole, 5,400-yard Winter Pines Golf Course, a 
par-67 public facility that gets 90,000 rounds a year. He's a part-
time mechanic and spray technician, and a full-time member of 
the crew. 

And he wouldn't have it any other way. 
"Everybody can't be at the prestigious places," says the 39-

year-old Ohio native and 1975 graduate of Lake City Commu-

MARCH/APRIL 1992 



Golf Club owned by James and Natalie Bronson, was con-
structed across the street from his Kinsman, Ohio, home. 

Kinsman is about 50 miles east of Cleveland and not much 
further southwest of Erie, Pa., home of the current Winter Pines 
owners. 

After watching the course grow in, Joe and his dad thought 
golf might be fun. So they walked across the street and tried it. 
They liked it... and became pretty good at it. 

The Bronsons's son, Carl, was Joe's age. Soon the two teen-
agers were tearing up the local junior tournaments. 

After high school, Carl Bronson (now superintendent at East 
Lake Woodlands GC in 
Palm Harbor, Fla.) went to 
Lake City Community Col-
lege while Ondo entered 
Youngstown State Univer-
sity on a golf scholarship. 

"I thought I knew a lot 
about math until I started 
taking engineering courses," 
Ondo recalls. "I changed my 
major to physical educa-
tion." 

Although he toyed with 
the notion of becoming a 
golf professional, Ondo dis-
missed the idea because "I 
didn't have the resources. 
Sponsors weren't readily 
available back then." 

So he followed his buddy, 
Carl, to Lake City, and graduated with the class of 1975. He then 
landed the assistant's job at Sharon (Pa.) CC. 

In the fall of 1978, he came to Florida as assistant to John 
Lapikas at Lost Tree Club in North Palm Beach. Six months 
later, he took the Winter Pines post. There was an E(e)rie 
connection. 

Lapikas had been superintendent at Winter Pines before 
moving to posh Lost Tree and the Winter Pines owners were 

"seven guys from Erie, Pa.," near Ondo's hometown and the 
wellspring of Ondo's career in golf. 

"It was a different world, that's for sure," said Ondo, compar-
ing Winter Pines to Lost Tree. "Down there, everybody was 
under scrutiny every moment. Every member was everybody's 
boss. At Winter Pines, we have only the owner to satisfy." 

As a public golf course operated for profit, Winter Pines 
could not be described as "manicured." But it gets as much 
tender loving care as the staff and budget will allow. 

"It's not a difficult course to maintain," says Ondo "but it 
takes quite an effort to get everything done before each weekend, 

particularly when we try to 
make it at least a little bit 
better every week. We put in 
a lot of 10-hour days." 

At Winter Pines, as at 
most public courses, week-
ends are the source of prof-
its and profits are the source 
of funds for improvements. 

"We pretty much gear up 
for weekends," Ondo says. 

One of the things that 
helps the profit picture at 
Winter Pines is free treated 
sewage effluent from the city 
of Winter Park. 

"It's a good deal for the 
city because we are getting 
rid of the effluent at no cost 
to the city and it's a good 

deal for us, too." Ondo says. In the future, the golf course may 
pay some of the energy costs of treating and pumping the 
effluent. 

At 5,400 yards, the Winter Pines is short, but not as easy as it 
looks, says Ondo, a former Florida Publinx GA state champion 
and member of the FGCSA national team several times. 

As a concession to maintenance economy and speed of play, 
Winter Pines has only 21 bunkers, but three lakes and a canal 
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Joe Ondo, CGCS 
Employed as Golf Course 
Superintendent at Winter Pines 
Golf Course, Orlando. 
Originally from Kinsman, Ohio. 
Attended College at Youngs-
town State University and Lake 
City Community, Class of 
1975. 
Previously employed as 
assistant superintendent at 
Sharon (Pa.) CC and Lost Tree 
Club of North Palm Beach. 
Earned CGCS designation in 
1986. 
Married to Kathy, eight years. 



ORTHENE will keep 
unwanted pests 
off your turf. 

Trying to control a broad range of 
tough turf pests like mole crickets, fire-
ants, fleas, chinch bugs and the worm 
complex is no day at the beach.That's 
why you should use ORTHENE® 

ORTHENE kills both on contact and 
with long-lasting systemic action, and 

can be applied to lawns, ornamentals, 
shrubs, even trees.You can also 
combine ORTHENE with many miti-
cides and fungicides for more effective 
pest and disease control with just 
one application. 

ORTHENE is waterproof within 24 
hours, and its chemical structure allows 
it to break down quickly, eliminating 
the threat of harmful buildup in the soil. 

Throwa party your toughest turf pests 
will never recover from, with ORTHENE 
Turf, Tree and Ornamental Spray. 

ORTHENE* 
Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray 
For safety, always read and follow label directions. © 1992 Valent U.S.A. Corp. 
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bring water into play on 12 holes and a tree-planting pro-
gram has tightened the course into a challenge. Three par-threes 
are longer than 200 yards. 

"There's not a lot of room out there. You've got to score well 
on the front side if you want to 
leave happy," he says. 

"Of course, there aren't too 
many courses where you can 
shoot 12 over par and still break 
80," Ondo adds. "A lot of golf-
ers like that." 

If Ondo is a working super-
intendent at a working man's 
golf course, he is thoroughly 
professional, with the complete 
support of owner Ed McMillin 
(another resident of Erie, Pa., 
who bought the course eight 
years ago) and his son Jon, the 
course manager and Ondo's 
boss. 

"Every time I have the opportunity to learn something, they 
are willing to let me. In fact, they encourage me to attend all the 
seminars and workshops," he says. 

In 1986 Ondo was one of the first golf course superintendents 
in central Florida to become certified. And he has served the 
FGCSA for years as a director (external vice president of the 
Central Florida GCSA) and as golf chairman. 

Between his professional re-
sponsibilities and his passion for 
golf, there is little time for other 
recreational activities. 

"Weekend golf tournaments 
are pretty much our vacations," 
says Ondo, who gets (and takes) 
three weeks of vacation every year. 
Taking long walks with Kathy, his 
wife of eight years, is a major 
source of relaxation. 

"There is not a private club 
atmosphere here," Ondo says. 
"And I like that. I like knowing 
that we're doing the best job we 
can do and the fact that we are 
helping all kinds of people—from 

kids to senior citizens — enjoy themselves and this great game. 
"I'm happy." 

Continued 
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TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY 
a lgae a n d aqua t i c w e e d c o n t r o l 
f o u n t a i n s , i ns ta l l a t i on & se rv i ce 

lake & l i t to ra l z o n e d e s i g n 
f i s h s t o c k i n g & b reed ing 
w e t l a n d s e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
f l o a t i n g w e e d ba r r i e rs 
wa te r qua l i t y t es t i ng 
s i l t / t u rb i d i t y c o n t r o l 

l a k e s c a p i n g ™ 
f ree s u r v e y s 

Serving golf courses and green spaces 
from Florida to the Carolinas 

Your lake's best friend. SM 
Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349 

Containment Basins for liquid 
fertilizer/pesticide storage. 

Statewide delivery. Order today! 
We are your direct source for tanks of all sizes, spray guns, 

nozzles, hose and more. Send today for your free products flyer! 

K l CHEMICAL 
% • CONTAINERS, INC. 

P.O. Box 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859 
Telephone (813) 638-2117 



WHEN WE SAY NEW 
CHIPCO ALETTE WDG 

is Low DUST, 
WE'RE NOT 

BLOWING SMOKE. 

We're also not pulling your leg. Lying like a rug. Or otherwise fibbing either. Because new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand 
Water Dispersible Granule (WDG) is truly like a breath of fresh air. The hassle of loading and mixing has been 
virtually eliminated. And that's a fact, w With a formulation of free-flowing granules that pour like liquid, new 
CHIPCO® ALIETTE® WDG adds further convenience and cleanliness to an already top-ranked fungicide. Making 
the best Pythium prevention and protection money can buy even better. » The truth is, CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand 
fungicide protects every blade of turfgrass, even the roots, for up to 21 days. And just one application stimulates 
your turf's natural ability to fight off infection. Plus, a foliar application on a wide variety of ornamental 
and landscape plantings actually prevents Pythium and Phytophthora. w So this year, clean-up on Pythium 
with new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand WDG fungicide from Rhone-Poulenc. 

- — Brand Fungicide 

tP RHÔNE-POULENC 
\ ' ! Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC, 2 7 7 0 9 For additional product information, please call: 1 -800-334-9745 . 

C H I P C O and AJLIETTE are registered trademarks o f Rhone-Poulenc. A s with any crop protection chemical, always read and follow instructions on the label. © 1 9 9 2 Rhone-Poulenc A g Company 
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Wiffefei? Pones Gel§ Course 
Location: 950 S. Ranger Blvd., Winter Partk, FL 32792 
Ownership: Ed McMillin, Erie, Pa. 
Playing Policies: Public; 90,000 rounds a year. 
Design & Construction: Built in 1967 as par 62 
executive course; designer unknown; Five holes 
lengthened late 1970s by Bud Timbrook and Gardner 
Dickenson; 5,400 yards, par 67. 
Turf: Greens average 5,000 square feet in Tifdwarf 
bermudagrass (three are Tifton 328 bermudagrass); 
overseeded in winter with blend of perennial 

ryegrass; maintained at 3/16-inch year-around. Tees 
average 2,000 square feet in Tifton 419 
bermudagrass cut to 7/16-inch; overseeded in 
winter. Fairways (about 20 acres) and roughs also 
Tifton 419 bermudagrass, not overseeded. 
Irrigation: Griswold controller and valves; heads by 
Rain Bird, Thompson, and Toro. Treated effluent from 
city of Winter Park. 
Maintenance Crew: 4 fulltime and 3 part-time. No 
assistant superintendent. Mechanic is part-time. 
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Florida superintendents attend GCSAA 

Country Club), Ceciljohnston, CGCS (Bangplee 
Country Club, Thailand, see story next page) 
and Dan Jones, CGCS (Banyan GC) stopped 
for a photo by Mike Bailey (Boca Rio GC), editor 
of The Green Sheet. 

Golf Course architect Robert Trent Jones 
Sr. (above, left) was greeted by Dan Jones dur-
ing the reception. Dan Jones has been a superin-
tendent on several R.T. Jones Sr. courses, two of 
them while under construction. 

While in New Orleans, the eminent architect 
received the Don Rossi Humanitarian 
Award, award from the Golf Course Builders 
Association of America. 

Photos by Mike Bailey ^ 

The GCSAA's 63rd International Golf 
Course Conference and Show in New 
Orleans Feb. 10-17 attracted a record 
crowd of more than 16,000 from about 
50 countries, including members of the 
FGCSA. 

Above, GCSAA President Steve 
Cadenelli, CGCS (right), and Vice Presi-
dent Bill Roberts, CGCS, cut the ribbon to 
open the three-day trade show featuring 
nearly 600 different exhibitors. 

On the trade show floor, below, FGCSA 
superintendents Rick Walker (Orange Lake 



A LEGACY IN QUALITY SEED. 
FROM RESEARCH TO YOUR TURF. 

There are over 40 proven varieties and over 25 
turf formulations behind the Medalist America 
name. They include proprietaries, new varieties, 
and exclusive blends. 

And there's much more behind Medalist. 
There's over 25 years of some of the industry's 
most extensive plant breeding and turf research 
programs. There's a team of experienced turf 
sales specialists who know which varieties and 
blends are right for you. And there's a nationwide 
distributor network that makes sure you get what 
you need, when you want it. 

Medalist America. A very real symbol of quality 
in turfgrass seed. 

Contact your Medalist America turf distributor 
for complete information. 

Locations in: Minneapolis, MN, Tangent, OR, 
Downers Grove, IL, New Brunswick, NJ. 

1992, Medalist America 



Photo by Mike Bailey 

Cecil C. Johnston, CGCS 
1991 FGCSA Distinguished Service Award 

Personal: age 4 1; married 17 years to Melanie, no 
children. 

Education: Lake City Community College, A.S. in golf 
course operations July 1977. 

Employment: Green Volley Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Bongplee, Thailand; manager, golf course operations 
since May 1990. Avilo G&CC, Tampa, 
superintendent, March 1987-April 1990; assistant 
superintendent July 1983-Morch 1984. Feather Sound 
CC, Clearwater, superintendent March 1984-March 
1987. Reliable Rain systems, Apopka, co-owner, May 
1980-June 1983. Pelican Bay Sports Resort, Daytona 
Beach, superintendent, Aug. 1979-May 1980. 
Sweetwater CC, Apopka, superintendent, Dec. 1978-
Aug. 1979. 

Professional Associations: FGCSA, president, 1987-
88; Florida West Coast GCSA, president 1988-89; 
Florida Turfgrass Association, speaker 1987 
Conference & Show, moderator 1988 Conference & 
Show. CCSAA member. 

Back from Thailand — 

Cecil Johnston receives his DSA award 
BY KIT BRADSHAW 

When Cecil Johnston, CGCS, accepted 
his FGCSA 1991 Distinguished Service 
Award during the GCSAA Convention 
and Show in New Orleans, he also should 
have received an award 
for traveling the farthest 
to be part of this event. 

Johnston traversed 
to New Orleans from 
Thailand, where he is the 
manager of golf course 
operations of Green 
Valley Engineering Co., 
Ltd. and responsible for 
the maintenance of 
Green Valley CC, 
Rayong-Green Valley, 
Chiang Mai-Green Val-
ley CC and Windmill 
Park CC. He and his wife 
Melanie have been in 
Thailand since May 
1990. 

At a special Feb. 14 
reception given by the 
Florida Golf Course Superintendent's 
Association in his honor, Johnston was 
presented with the plaque he was awarded 

last August but was unable to accept be-
cause he had already moved to Thailand. 

Prior to taking this first overseas as-
signment, Johnston was the golf course 
superintendent at Avila G&CC in Tampa. 

Rain Systems and was golf course super-
intendent at Pelican Bay Sports Resort in 
Daytona Beach and Sweetwater CC in 
Apopka. 

Johnston said when he was growing 
up it wasn't his plan to be a 
golf course superintendent. 

"Although I lived on a golf 
course for awhile during my 
high school years, and I 
played golf a few times, I 
never really considered a ca-
reer in golf until much later 
in life. After attending Eckerd 
College in St. Petersburg, I 
dropped out and went to visit 
my parents in Vermont," he 
said. 

Former Lake City Community College students now working in Thailand. Mike 
Stem, Winson CC; Cecil Johnston, Green Valley Group; Roger Fink, Loem 
Chobong CC, Steve Wood, Bong Poo CC. Photo courtesy Cecil Johnston. 

In recent years he has also been golf course 
superintendent at Feather Sound CC in 
Clearwater, was a part owner of Reliable 

the basics of heavy equip-
ment operations. 

"I learned how to drive 
bulldozers, backhoes, load-

ers and other equipment well enough to 
find my first job in golf course construc-
tion in 1971, building the Quechee Club 

During his stay in Ver-
mont, Johnston decided he 
enjoyed working outdoors so 
he attended school to learn 



Get Another Benefit 
From Poa tri via I is... 
DARKER COLOR 
More and more p ro fess iona ls are us ing Poa trivialis for 
i ts m a n y benef i t s . W i t h Laser you can a l so get the 
darker co lo r you 've been look ing for . 

LASER Keeps Greens in Play 
Overseed ing w i t h Laser Poa trivialis has a b ig advan tage 
over ryegrass. You w o n ' t hear go l fe rs c o m p l a i n abou t poor 
pu t t i ng g reens du r ing the fa l l g row- in per iod l ike you d o 
w i t h ryegrass. Laser can be cu t c lose i m m e d i a t e l y a f te r 
ge rm ina t i on , un l ike perenn ia l ryes tha t need to b e c o m e 
es tab l i shed f i rst . W i t h Laser there 's no wa i t i ng . Tha t m e a n s 
un in te r rup ted p lay on your g reens a f te r fa l l overseed ing . 

Advantages of Winter Overseeding 
with LASER Poa trivialis 
• Darker color 
• Germinates quickly 
• Can be cut close immediately after overseeding 
• Improves putt ing surfaces compared to greens 

overseeded wi th 100% perennial ryegrass. 
• Retains dark green color in winter 
• Tolerates cold weather 
• Provides a smooth spring transit ion 
• Performs well in damp soil 
• Tolerates shade 

Use LASER 
Use Laser a lone . Or b lend it w i t h pe renn ia l rye and 
c h e w i n g s f e s c u e for a s m o o t h p u t t i n g tu r f . E i ther way , 
you ' l l ge t a l l t he bene f i t s of Poa trivialis...and a m u c h 
darke r co lo r . 

NOTE: Laser Poa trivialis is included as a component of Marvelgreen + Laser 
and Marvelgreen Classic winter overseeding mixtures. 

Lofts Seed Inc. 
World's largest marketer of turfgrass seed 
Bound Brook, NJ 08805 
(201) 356-8700 • (800) 526-3890 

Lofts/Great Western 
Albany, OR 
(503) 928-3100 or 
(800) 547-4063 

Sunbelt Seeds, Inc. 
Norcross, GA 
(404) 448-9932 or 
(800) 522-7333 

Snyder Turf Supply, Inc. 
Scottsdale, AZ 
(602) 948-9107 

Watson Distributors 
Irving, TX 
(214) 438-3733 
San Antonio, TX 
(512) 654-7065 
Houston, TX 
(713) 771-5771 

Robinson Fertilizer Co. 
Anaheim, CA 
(714) 632-9710 

Las Vegas Fertilizer Co., Inc. Toyo Green Co., Ltd. 
No. Las Vegas, NV Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103 Japan 
(702)649-1551 (03)669-1371 



Compare the difference between traditional Thai houses and modern condominiums. Photo by Cecil Johnston. 

'At Pasadena, I met Bud Quandt. 
in Quechee, Vt. After the course was 

built, I stayed on as irrigation techni-
cian." 

Johnston said the other part of his job 
— running a ski lift in freezing cold win-
ters —was not very pleasant, so he moved 
back to Florida where he went to work at 
Bardmoor CC. 

But it was at his next position at Pasa-
dena CC in St. Petersburg that Johnston 
made the decision to be a golf course 
superintendent. 

"At Pasadena, I met Bud Quandt," he 
says. "Bud loved being a golf course su-
perintendent and it showed. He wanted 
me to learn not only about irrigation, but 
everything about golf course mainte-
nance. He tried to show me how all of the 
pieces of the puzzle fit together. It was 
Bud's enthusiasm and encouragement 
that helped me decide to attend Lake City 
Community College and become a golf 
course superintendent." 

Soon after graduating summa cum 
laude in 1977, Johnston began to be ac-
tive in golf course superintendents asso-
ciations. 

"My involvement with our associa-
tions increased considerably in 1984 when 
I volunteered to be editor of The West 
Coast Wind, the newsletter of the Florida 
West Coast GCSA. My second big step 
was to be appointed external vice presi-
dent of the FWCGCSA and represent 
them at the FGCSA meetings. 

"Little did I know at the first meeting 
when I made a few comments with a 
shaky voice that some day I would be 
president of the FGCSA and also repre-
sent them as a candidate for director of 
the GCSAA." 

Johnston also served as president of 
the FWCGCSA from 1988-89. He sees 
tremendous value in his participation in 
these associations. 

"Being active in association affairs 
and serving on committees does more 
than just help our associations," he says. 
"It also helps those who participate func-
tion more effectively in their business 
and private lives. I think it is fascinating 
to watch how people grow as individuals 
as they get involved. 

"In addition, these organizations give 
visible proof that being a golf course su-
perintendent is truly a profession, and 
they provide a network for communica-
tion between association members and 
our suppliers and educational opportu-
nities," he said. 

"For those golf course superintendents 
who get fully involved with these associa-
tions by serving on committees, serving 
as directors and newsletter editors, the 
rewards are considerable. The more time 
and effort a person is able to give to a 
professional association, the more they 
grow as an individual." 

Johnston is concerned, however, 
about those golf course superintendents 
who do not become involved with these 
professional associations. "I worry that 
golf course superintendents who are not 
association members might make mis-
takes that will discredit our profession 
and encourage unnecessary regulations," 
he says. 

"The right-to-know laws, hiring and 
firing procedures, underground fuel stor-
age tank regulations, pesticide safety re-
quirements, EPA regulations, water use 
regulations and many other laws and 

regulations are all problems that respon-
sible owners must consider," Johnston 
says. "Many golf course owners still pre-
fer to be involved with the business part 
of their operations and ignore the rest. 
This is one of the challenges that face 
today's golf course superintendents — 
the education of the golf course owners 
about the full responsibilities of their 
operation. Few owners are willing to con-
front these very real problems that are 
ever increasing." 

This need to educate owners is not 
only important in the United States, but 
even more so in Thailand, where the 
industry is still young. For instance, owner 
opposition is one of the reasons why 
there is no Thai GCSA as of yet. 

"There are three big barriers to over-
come in the golf industry in Thailand 
before there can be an association," 
Johnston says. 

"First of all, Thai golf course superin-
tendents do not make very much money 
and are not regarded as professionals. 
Secondly, if foreigners like myself are 
involved with organizing an association, 
there will be language barriers to over-
come and some Thais maybe resentful of 
foreign control. But the biggest barrier is 
that the golf course owners are very com-
petitive and many do not want their golf 
course superintendents to share 'secrets.' 

"Many owners would not allow their 
superintendents to participate. However, 
I think when the business of golf matures 
in Thailand, we will have a Thai GCSA. 
There are about 60 courses open now and 
in five years, there will be 200-300 
courses." 

Johnston says that in his nearly two 



A breakthrough in 
fertilizer performance and value. 

SCOTTS® Poly-S™ technology encompasses a family of 
controlled-release fertilizers that offer you the performance of 
advanced polymer coating technology at a price comparable to 
traditional sulfur-coated urea (SCU) fertilizers. 

What makes Poly-S technology revolutionary is a 
unique multiple coating system that determines the 
rate of nutrient release while improving handling 
and application of the fertilizer. 

Each Poly-S particle consists of a high-
quality nutrient substrate core coated with a 
layer of sulfur. The particle is then encapsu-
lated with a proprietary polymer that protects 
the nutrients and, in combination with the sulfur 
layer, determines the rate of release, which can 
be regulated by varying the levels of each of the 
coating components. 

The Poly-S process actually requires less total coating 
than with SCU products, providing higher nitrogen analysis. 
And it's less sensitive to temperature than fertilizers coated 
with polymer only. 

The durability of the Poly-S coating protects the nutrients 

without the need for the waxes and conditioners often used to 
mask coating imperfections in traditional sulfur-coated products. 
So there's no dust problem and no wax residue on spreaders— 
increasing the convenience and accuracy of application. 

Poly-S technology also makes the fertilizer gran-
ules more abrasion-resistant than SCU, so that 

they are applied to the turf with the coatings 
intact, virtually eliminating the chance of 
premature release of nitrogen leading to 
surge growth and turf damage. 9 

No other fertilizer offers you so much 
residual flexibility with the economy of 

Poly-S technology. And all Poly-S fertilizers 
come with a Scott Tech Rep, an agronomically 

trained professional ready to help you develop a 
total turfgrass program that assures proper applica-

tion and maintenance scheduling. 
For more information about Poly-S 

fertilizers and their performance advan-
tages, contact your Scott Tech Rep. Or call 
1-800-543-0006. 
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..you can have 40 people working for you for $10 an hour. 
years of working in Thailand, he has 

put into practice lessons learned on the 
golf courses of Florida. 

"The most frustrating thing that can 
happen to a golf course superintendent is 
that sometimes you have a problem with 
your turf and you may never find the 
answer to the problem. When I worked 
with Jeff Hayden at Gainesville CC, he 
taught me that with any difficult prob-
lem, there is almost always more than 
one cause and one solution. 

"For instance, stressed grass on a green 
is probably due to a combination of 
things. Jeff taught me to look for many 
different solutions to a difficult problem 
and to use as many solutions as possible. 

"At one of our courses in Thailand, we 
had an unusual problem with one of our 
greens. We had a mottled green with dark 
green spots, and fertilizers and micronu-
trients had no effect. We came to the 
conclusion we had two different kinds of 
Tifdwarf in the greens. The grass came 
from an unknown source in Australia. 

"Although the green areas were get-
ting larger," Johnston says, "we couldn't 
wait to see if the greens improved be-
cause the course was about to open. We 
definitely didn't want to fumigate and 
replant the green. So we decided to inter-
plant the greens with a known source of 
American Tifdwarf from one of our nurs-
eries and hope for the best. Our crew of 
girls took over for one week to stuff the 
coring holes with the new grass and now 
every time I visit the course, the greens 
appear to be improving." 

Johnston says that using this large la-
bor crew is one of the key differences 

between operating a Thai golf course and 
an American one. 

"An employee in the U.S. costs $10 an 
hour, including unemployment compen-
sation, Social Security, insurance and so 
on. In Thailand, you can have 40 people 
working for you for $10 an hour. That's 
right — 40 people in Thailand cost about 
$10 and hour. I am beginning to under-
stand how the Great Wall of China and 
the pyramids in Egypt may have been 
built!" 

Johnston said his primary duty as 
manager of golf course operations is to 
encourage the Thai golf course superin-
tendents and general managers to follow 
through with the programs and proce-
dures he suggests. He also gives recom-
mendations to the owner to improve their 
projects. 

"My work is often frustrating when 
dealing with immediate problems, but 
when I look back over the time I have 
spent here, I can see that we have made 
considerable improvement," Johnston 
says. 

Despite frustrations, there are also 
challenges that Johnston considers to be 
part of the fun of his job. He and Melanie 
are learning to speak Thai and he has 
come to realize that in an international 
situation you have to expect the unex-
pected. 

"What you may consider agreed upon 
may change at any moment," Johnston 
says. "But I've learned that just a smile in 
a moment of difficulty can open many 
doors." 

Johnston has no plans to leave Thai-
land except for occasional trips to the US 

for annual GCSAA meetings. 
He and Melanie have adjusted to life 

as expatriates. 
"We live in a large cottage next to the 

house of the owner's mother, and the 
owner's younger sister and her family." 
The younger sister and her husband speak 
excellent English, according to Johnston, 
which has helped the Johnstons bridge 
the language barrier. But, he says, he and 
Melanie are becoming more proficient in 
Thai. 

And conditions have improved over 
the past two years as well, making life 
more comfortable. 

"When we first came here, there were 
no other Americans in the golf business. 
Now there are several, and more are com-
ing every day. Recently we got cable tele-
vision, which really brought the U.S back 
to us. We have two channels," Johnston 
says. "One channel has CBS, NBC and 
CNN news broadcasts and also sports. 
The other channel has American, British 
and Australian movies and sitcoms. 

"Melanie is also keeping busy here, 
teaching English to the office staff, res-
taurant staff, owners' children and oth-
ers. She sometimes gets homesick but 
although I love Florida and I miss all my 
friends, I'm not homesick because I feel 
very much at home here." 

Johnston said that the future is open. 
"I think I would be willing to go wher-

ever the weather is warm, the people are 
friendly, where bermudagrass thrives and 
where I can be reasonably happy making 
the most money possible. For me—right 
now — I am in that place." 

A 



THERE IS ONLY ONE MILORGANITE & IT S #1 
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

MILORGANITE AND ALL THE "ME TOO'' 
"JOHNNY-COME-LATELY' NATURAL ORGANICS? 

PROVEN RESULTS! 
MILORGANITE IS AMERICA S NUMBER ONE NATURAL ORGANIC FERTILIZER 

Natural Organic Milorganite 
Is The Fertilizer That 
Golf Has Been Growing 
With Since 1926. 

Milorganitë 
Milorganite Division MMSD 
P.O. Box 3 0 4 9 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-3049 
(414) 225-3333 



Integregated Plant Management 
From a presentation by Tim Hiers, 

CGCS, to the Treasure Coast Chapter of 
the FGCSA. Scott Bell, CGCS, and Kevin 
Downing, CGCS, assisted in providing ma-
terial for this article. 

B Y J O E L J A C K S O N , C G C S 

Tim Hiers never leaves you wonder-
ing where he stands on an issue. Speaking 
with the conviction and zeal of a back-
woods preacher and the authority and 
confidence of a corporate officer address-
ing a shareholders meeting, Tim delivers 
his message. 

At a recent Treasure Coast GCSA 
meeting, Tim gave a presentation on In-
tegrated Plant Management or IPM as it 
is known in the turf industry. Originally 
called Integrated Pest Management, the 
name has been changed to Integrated 
Plant Management to reflect a broader 
scope of turf management. As Tim put it, 
"IPM is not limited to the use of pesti-
cides. It includes every practical and effi-
cient thing you do to manage turf!" Tim 
is convinced, that if you are not paying 
proper attention to safety, training, record 
keeping, equipment maintenance, and 
cultural practices, you can't have a very 
effective IPM program. 

In today's environmentally conscious 
world, it is imperative to demonstrate 
our knowledge, sensitivity, and concern 
for proper stewardship of our natural 
resources.While understanding and 
implementing an effective IPM program 
is essential, it is not enough according to 
Tim. 

"All of us in this room are ultimately 
responsible for the problems we face from 
the growing concerns over environmen-
talism! We have participated in our asso-
ciations, we have attended meetings and 
seminars, we have read our trade publi-
cations, but we really haven't done our 
share! If we would have worked half as 
hard for our position as those who work 
against us, we wouldn't be in this defen-

During grow-in, it wos obvious thot the steep slopes oround this 

tee were going to be difficult to mointoin. One solution, shown 

below, wos to use ground cover (wedelio) which only requires 

mowing twice o yeor. 

HANDS ON Tim Hiers, CGCS, presented to 
Treasure Coast Chapter FGCSA. 

/ 

Photos by Tim Hiers, C G C S 



Every practical and efficient 
thing you do to manage turf 

sive position we are in right now. I don't 
know if the people who oppose golf 
courses and the use of chemicals operate 
out of ignorance or are just willfully igno-
rant. I can't tell the difference. The results 
is still the same. 

"Some folks out there share our phi-
losophies, but they don't understand our 
business. Just because we have some posi-
tive results from an experiment that sup-
ports our position, it is not enough. I hate 
to use this overworked cliche, but we do 
need to become more pro-active. We 
have to be able to change people's per-
ceptions of our business. At the same 
time we must understand their positions 
and provide them with information that 

will enable us to find reasonable, sen-
sible solutions to our differing view-
points." 

Tim didn't want the audience to get 
hung up on jargon and buzzwords when 
it comes to IPM. 

"While scouting, mapping, and 
threshold levels are sophisticated as-
pects of an IPM program, the simple 
task of making sure your mowers are 
sharp and set properly are just as im-
portant! Dull mowers can injure grass 
blades making them susceptible to dis-
ease." This may require an extra fungi-
cide application to control the disease. 

Tim continued, "One of the state-
ments I keep hearing from people about 

using IPM is that we will have to sacrifice 
the condition of the golf course. I totally 
disagree with that comment! There may 
have to be some concessions to the speed 
of the greens and the shade of green of the 
grass, but the quality of the turf and the 
traditions of the game can be preserved 
very easily. Members want to brag about 
the speed of their greens, but they can't 
putt them. I observe players every day 
failing to make putts on these greens that 
they demand to be kept at speeds of 9,10, 
or higher. Maybe a few players can nego-
tiate the ultra fast greens, but the major-
ity can't. 

It has been demonstrated that the cost 

STANDARD SAND & SILICA COMPANY 

Take Your Best Shot 
We've been setting the standards for 

Commercial and Industrial sand for 47 years. 
Choose from 80 different grades 

including the finest: 
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• Dry, Sterilized Ibp Dressing Sand 

• USGA Peagravel k 
All our sands meet USGA Requirements 

Post Office Box 35 
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of maintenance goes up in proportion to 
the speed. Shorter blade produce shorter 
roots which makes the turf prone to dis-
ease and wear. We can reduce the 
amounts of water, fertilizer, and pesti-
cides by using sharp mowers, reasonable 
heights of cut, and consistent cultural 
practices. At the same time we can pro-
duce a consistent, healthy, playable put-
ting surface." 

Tim then commented on a series of 
examples of IPM practices that reduced 
the use of water, fertilizer, pesticides and 
labor. I'll call them Tim's Tips: 

OUT-OF-PLAY AREAS 
On every course there are areas that 

are not in play but are grassed and must 
be maintained. Some are difficult and 
time-consuming to mow and keep at-
tractive. Here are some suggestions to 
deal with those areas. 

1. Depending on your region, con-
sider the use of ground covers. We use 
wedelia with its colorful yellow blossoms. 
Rather than mowing weekly, we mow it 
twice a year. 

2. Don't fight hard to manage turf in 
dense shade under a tree. Remove the 
turf. Try mulch and/or shade-loving na-
tive vegetation. Ornamental shrubs or 
annuals might also be an alternative. 

3. Consider seeding out-of-play areas 
with wildflowers. Some temporary wa-
tering may be needed to get the plants 
established. Our wildflower patch was 
the talk of the club last year. It made a 
great accent. We did have to hand weed 
the taller weeds like dog fennel and re-
move some oak shoots every two or three 
weeks, but it was at minimal cost. 

4. In some dry weedy areas, it may be 
prudent to install some low-volume irri-
gation heads and plant turf if the area is 
easy to mow. This may save labor in the 

long run and definitely gets the mowers 
out of the sand which is quite harmful to 
machinery. 

IRRIGATION 
1. Don't overwater! Overwatering can 

contribute to compaction and wear prob-
lems which can lead to weed problems. 
Other negatives: poor oxygen levels in 
the root zone, nutrient leaching, disease 
susceptibility, and unnecessary wear and 
tear on your irrigation system. 

2. The new computerized irrigation 
systems have been very helpful in man-
aging energy costs and water usage. Not 
everyone has this tool, but everyone can 
customize his watering practices to be as 
efficient as possible. 

3. Test your irrigation water for pH 
and overall quality. You may be aggra-
vating your turf maintenance problems 
and costs. There are additives and filtra-
tion systems that may be helpful. 

An Un-Welcome Sight! 

Take Aim With Sunniland 
Molecricket Bait 

Sunniland 
Regional Managers 
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DRAINAGE 
This is a complement to irrigation. Waterlogged areas pro-

duce unhealthy and often unmanageable turf. Consideration 
should be given to installing drainage lines to solve chronic 
problem areas. You might also look into using wetting agents to 
help water pass on through the soil profile. 

FERTILITY 
1. Take soil samples before major fertilizing. Don't buy and 

apply materials you 
don't need. 

2. Call your local ag-
riculture inspector and 
have him come and take 
a sample of your fertil-
izer purchase. Some-
time you don't get what 
you pay for. 

3. Gravitate toward 
using a higher percent-
age of slow release fer-
tilizer in your blends. 
This will help prevent 
the possibility of nutri-
ent leaching. 

4. Make sure your 
fertilizer spreaders are 
calibrated. 

5. Consider the use 
of new biostimulant 
and humic acid prod-
ucts. Some research has 
shown some surprising 
results. 

This shady out-of-play area between the green and the next tee resulted in 
thin, weak and worn turf. By removing the turf and then adding some 
timbers for curbing and mulching the area, the only maintenance required 
is an occasional inspection for weeds. 

TREE 
MANAGEMENT 

Trees can be a very 
controversial topic at a 
club. While it may be 
very desirable and pru-
dent to plant accent 
trees for aesthetics and 
screening, it may be 
equally wise to consider 
removing trees or thin-
ning out trees that are 
causing severe turf 
management problems 
which translates to 
higher costs for labor 
and chemicals to keep 
the affected areas play-
able. When tree roots 
and grass roots are in 
competition the tree always wins. Here are some ideas to 
consider. 

1. Selective clearing. Remove selected trees that are blocking 
sunlight and air circulation. To mitigate the removal of harmful 
trees, plant replacement trees in out of play areas that won't 
impact the turf. 

2. Root pruning. Our root pruner cost $2,700. It has paid for 
itself many times over by eliminating the competition between 
tree and grass roots. I have discovered tree roots that have 
extended 50 to 75 feet beyond the tree canopy into turf areas. 
We have achieved some dramatic improvements in turf quality 

by pruning the 
roots of the of-
fending tree. There 
is a new product 
out called Bio-bar-
rier which can 
keep tree roots 
from encroaching 
where they aren't 
wanted. It may be 
something you 
want to consider. 

3. Pine trees. 
Pines don't like 
grass around their 
roots. Keep the 
root zone mulched 
with pine straw. 
Pines also don't 
like high ph water. 

TRAFFIC 
CONTROL 

Golfers only 
understand dam-
age they can see. 
They don't under-
stand the cumula-
tive effect of soil 
compaction with 
the reduction of 
pore space which 
leads to poor wa-
ter percolation and 
poor air exchange. 

1. Try to vary 
traffic patterns us-
ing barriers. We 
use a 4 x 4 timber 
across the end of 
our paths, and 
move it every two 
or three days. You 
can also try signs 
and roping to vary 
the traffic flow. 

2. In severe cases consider redesigning the path. 



PESTICIDES 
As you can see by all the topics discussed so far, Integrated 

Plant Management is more than just managing the use of 
pesticides. Healthy turf requires less dependence on chemical 
applications. But when chemicals are used: 

1. Read the product label. Be aware of and abide by all 
restrictions on the label with regard to operator safety and 
product rates and application restrictions. 

2. Pesticides should be used only by licensed applicators. 
Your pesticide technician should be sent to productive seminars 
for continuing education and training. 

3. The decision to spray should be carefully considered and 
based on weather conditions, acceptable pest threshold levels 
and damage, and pest life cycles. 

4. Spot treat problems rather than apply chemicals wall to 
wall whenever possible. 

5. Rotate products used so that pests don't build up chemical 
resistance. 

6. Schedule chemical applications in conjunction with sea-
sonal turf renovations to maximize their efficiency. 

7. Consider the use of biocontrol products to minimize use 
of traditional chemicals wherever possible. 

8. Have your club support turf research by including a line 
item for turf research in the maintenance budget. 

9. Check the pH of your spray water. High pH water reduces 
the effectiveness of your chemicals. A few drops of muriatic acid 
if needed can buffer your solution. 

10. Scouting and mapping of actual pest populations can help 
plan your spot treatment applications and save wasted travel 
time by your operator. 

11. Ron Andrews of the Grand Harbour Club achieved 
significant mole cricket control in his fairways by hand-applying 
Oftanol or Orthene to nymph tunnels with a one-gallon sprayer 
during the spring hatching period. To achieve this 60% to 80% 
control he estimated he only treated 4% of the total fairway area. 

SUMMARY 
There are some very sincere people, who out of ignorance or 

willful ignorance are very vocal about their opposition to the 
golf industry. We have to be able to talk to these people and 
educate them about what we do, and about the positive benefits 
of golf courses in their communities. In order to speak accu-
rately and confidently about what we do, we must go about our 
business professionally. We cannot proclaim ourselves good 
stewards of the environment if we aren't good stewards of our 
own maintenance operations. Attention to details and sound 
management practices are the cornerstones of a good IPM 
program. 

TAKE THE HAZARD 
OUT OF GOLF 
COURSE LAKE 
MANAGEMENT. 

L E T U S SHOW YOU HOW! 
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lake management needs. 
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Turf Industry 
Roundup 

Waterworks features two 
Florida superintendents 

New Products 
Lesco has released 
Legacy, a low-growing 
turf-type perennial 
ryegrass for overseeding. 
Aquatrols has reformu-
lated AquaGro*S soil 
wetting agent and 
renamed it AquaGro 
20*S. Turf-Tec Interna-
tional has a new field 
tissue test kit for 
nitrate- nitrogen in 
turfgrasses. The 
company's new Verti-
Slicer aerifies a course 
without materially 
disturbing play. 
Standard Golf's 1 9 9 2 

catalog includes several 
products designed to 
satisfy specific superin-
tendent requests, such as 
a debris rake that picks 
up pine needles and 
other small objects. 

Aquatrols has featured two Central Florida 
golf course superintendents in the January issue of 
Waterworks: Keith Van Hook at Mountain Lake 
CC and Jim Rowland at Lake Wales CC. Both use 
the company's AquaGro*S wetting agent to com-
bat problems caused by the sandy soil of Florida's 
Ridge. 

Charles R. Nash has been promoted from busi-
ness manager to business director for ICI Profes-
sional Products. William D. McClellan is the 
company's new national technical director, re-
placing Richard Gouger, who retired March 1, 
and Doug Mills has been promoted from turf 
products manager to communications manager. 

Susan Samudio and Mark Sellman have been 
promoted to associate breeders for Jacklin Seed 
Co. Samudio worked with perennial ryegrasses 
and Sellman continues to work with fine fescues. 

Bob Henderson has been promoted to man-
ager of controller operations for the Rain Bird 
companies. A graduate of Brown University, 
Henderson will continue as plant manager for 
Clemar Manufacturing Corp. in Claremont, Ca-
lif. Ed Eduok has been appointed senior fore-
caster for Rain Bird's agriculture, golf and parts 
markets. DirkLenie is the company's new manag-
ing director of sales and marketing for the golf 
division and Bob Finkenbiner is one of his new 
product managers. Roy Straight has been ap-
pointed plant manager of Anthony Industrial and 

June Kubota is a new marketing assistant in the 
golf division. 

James B. Smith is the new general manager of 
Ceres Products Corp., based in Azusa, Calif. 

George Hamilton will coordinate Penn State's 
two-year turfgrass management program. He re-
places Dr. Joseph Duich, who has retired. A gradu-
ate of the turf program, Hamilton earned a master's 
degree in agronomy from Penn State and has been 
in charge of the university's Landscape Manage-
ment Research Center since 1982. 

Kerry Haigh, has been promoted to senior 
director, tournaments, by the PGA of America. 
The 32-year-old native of England had been direc-
tor of Tournament Operations. Jorge Quintero 
has left his own development consulting firm to 
become the association's director of golf course 
development. 

The January PGA Merchandise Show in Or-
lando attracted 27,774 buyers, an increase of more 
than 4,000 over last year's record-setting atten-
dance. More than 2,000 buyers came from foreign 
countries. Addition of space at the Peabody Hotel 
across the street from the Orange County Con-
vention Center enabled the number of exhibitors 
to increase to 707. 

Robert Trent Jones Sr. received the Golf Coruse 
Builders Association of America's Don Rossi Hu-
manitarian Award. 

Paul Fullmer, who has guided the develop-
ment of the American Society of Golf Course 
Architects as executive secretary for 22 years, has 
been named the 1992 winner of the organization's 
Donald Ross Award. 

John R. Sullivan, CCM, general manager of the 
Grosse Point (Mich.) Yacht Club, was elected 
president of the Club Managers Association of 
America at the organization's annual conference 
Jan. 16. Other new officers are Richard Kolasa, 
Tucson, Ariz., vice president; William Schulz, 
Houston, secretary-treasurer. National director 
from Florida is Jay DiPietro, Boca West CC. 

Charles R. Nash William D. McClellan Doug Mills June Kubota Dirk Lenie 
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Greenward 
A compendium of news and 
opinions about government, 
golf and the environment 

An update on new 
state legislation 
affecting turfgrass 

NOTE: The following report by Dr. TomLatta, chairman of the 
Florida Turfgrass Association External Affairs Committee, is ed-
ited from a mail-out five weeks ago to FTGA members. Many 
changes have occurred since then and may continue to occur when 
the Legislature meets in special sessions. The Update notes were 
added on March 13. The FTGA External Affairs Committee will 
bring you a legislative recap in a future issue. 

It is not appropriate for an employee of a club to publically speak 
out on sensitive issues which might affect the operation of the club 
without the approval and support of the membership and officers. 
However, as a taxpaying citizen, you do have a right to express 
yourself to your elected officials concerning pending legislation 
which can have a disastrous effect on common sense turf manage-
ment.. — Joel Jackson. 

BY DR. T. M. LATTA 
C H A I R M A N , E X T E R N A L AFFAIRS C O M M I T T E E , FTGA 

Many bills introduced this year have the potential to affect 
turfgrass interests. This summarizes the major issues. 

Fertilizer Bill 
Senate Bill 1520 (Senator Souto) This is a major rewrite of 

the existing fertilizer bill. The major controversy covers the fee 
for registering a fertilizer. (Fee hikes are in the wind. The State 
has no general revenue money to support such programs. The 
current thought is that fees raised by the activity must support 
the costs of the activity.) 

Pesticides 
House Bill 2431 and Senate Bill 1430: That part of the 

Florida Pesticide Law dealing with applicator certification is up 
for sunset review this year. The Senate is dealing with the issue 
narrowly: reenact the applicator certification language in Ch. 
487. The House of Representatives took a much more ambitious 

approach, and rewrote the entire Pesticide Law as PCB RR 92-
19. 

If anyone has read Ch. 487 recently, you know what a 
confusing statute it is. Definitions appear in multiple locations, 
there is little consistency or flow to the language because the 
statute was created at different times in different Legislative bills. 
This product by the House Regulatory Reform staff is a major 
consolidation, and is an excellent effort. Surprisingly, there has 
been little controversy so far about the House bill, despite some 
language, long sought by people in the industry, making clear 
that the Department of Agriculture has exclusive State regula-
tory authority over pesticides. 

[UPDATE: A major controversy has erupted over pre-
emption and the outcome is uncertain at this writing.] 

Preemption. You've undoubtedly heard the Supreme Court 
decided in the Casey, Wisconsin case that FIFRA does not 
preempt local regulation of pesticides, including pesticide use. 
Enacting regulations on use was up to the states (as long as these 
do not conflict with or expand upon Federal regulations. Bot-
tom line: states can do what they want. 

Florida law has been silent on the subject of exclusivity. Some 
departments, water management districts, regional planning 
councils, cities, and other government organizations attempt on 
occasion to regulate pesticide use through permits, develop-
ment orders, licenses, etc. This year we made a major effort to get 
this regulatory authority clarified by having the statute declare 
unambiguously that the Department of Agriculture and the 
Florida Pesticide Law provide the sole regulatory framework for 
pesticides. The reasons for this are threefold: 

1. If local jurisdictions can establish conditions of use, they 
have an obvious registration function. Their demands for addi-
tional data, backup and support upon manufacturers will im-
pose an additional cost burden on registrants. It also weakens 
the registration functions of both the Department of Agricul-
ture and EPA. Manufacturers will not know who has the final 
authority governing product registration. The inevitable conse-
quence will be the withdrawal from Florida of products and 
registrations we desperately need. 

2. Pesticide users should know the rules of the road and these 
rules should not change with every county or city line. Also, city 
and county regulations are often under-publicized (in ordi-
nances) or completely hidden (in permits, occupational li-
censes, or other file drawer documents). It will be almost impos-
sible for a person to know the rules of pesticide use, or how to 
comply with them. Furthermore, a pattern of infractions could 
checkmate the use of pesticides, even by conscientious profes-
sionals. 

3. Regulatory decisions on pesticides should be made in a 
scientific forum, not driven by public hysteria, emotion, politi-
cal posturing, or grandstanding. Often, unfortunately, local 
public policy discussions on pesticides are carried out in news-
paper headlines, rather than in reasoned technical discussions. 
This opens a tremendously fertile ground for abuse. Preempting 
pesticide use regulations to the State level helps ensure (but does 
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it tough this year with 
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turf this summer, I'll 
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90-plus degrees for a week or two at a 
time. Everyone wearing light colors, 
sweating while they're standing still, and fighting over 
spots in the shade. 
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not guarantee!) that decisions are predicated upon scientific 
data and objective analyses of risk, rather than emotion. 

In my view, this language is critically important for the future 
of pesticides in the state. 

Chemically Sensitive Persons. Another concern with the 
pesticides bill is the protection of chemically sensitive individu-
als. An amendment was offered (turned down in Committee) 
which said: 

" Registry., .the Department shall provide all certified applica-
tors with the names, addresses and notification parameters and 
other necessary information regarding the persons on the Registry 
for Pesticide Sensitive Persons, as established in Section 482.2265 
(3). Any certified applicator must notify the person on the Registry 
at least 24 hours before applying a pesticide, or having pesticides 
applied by an employee or other person pursuant to his authority, 
to: (1) A property adjacent or contiguous to the specified resident's 
property of the person on the Registry, or (2) A property within the 
notification parameters, as established pursuant to Section 
482.2265(3) (d), of a person on the Registry needing extra distance 
notification." 

Again, this is an over simplistic approach which imposes a 
burden on all certified applicators on behalf of (currently 24) 
persons on the Registry, whether or not the certified applicators 
need to be certified to use the pesticide 

The wording requires 24 hours advance notice of all spray-
ing, limiting your ability to respond quickly to a disease out-
break. It establishes no conditions or classes of sensitivity; the 
only criteria is contiguous property. A sensitive person living on 
the fourth floor of a condominium by Hole 15 would get 24 
hours notice before you could spray fungus on the first green. 

I talked to the sponsor and committed to work with chemi-
cally sensitive persons to establish fair and equitable rules for 
their protection. However, we feel that the protection levels 
should be tied to medically demonstrable conditions and situ-
ations. We do not want reasonable protection to become a 
weapon for anti-pesticide forces to prohibit pesticide use. 

Just an observation by the External Affairs Committee. We 
have been working with the pest control industry on the pest 
control legislation for the past several years, where this issue has 
continued to come up. We face a group of energetic, dedicated 
individuals who truly believe they are systematically being poi-
soned by exposure to pesticides in their environment. I don't 
know anyone who wishes harm to these people, or who would 
be unwilling to modify his pesticide use or use practices in order 
to accommodate a genuine medical problem. The difficulty, of 
course, is to separate genuine medical problems from psycho-
logical problems or political problems. We will continue to 
work on this issue sincerely and honestly, but it is very, very 
challenging. 
Pest Control 

(HB 2341 and SB 0078) The House Regulatory Reform 
Committee has made a major rewrite of the pest control statute, 
Ch. 482. FPCA, FTGA, HRS and other interested parties have 
been working for the better part of a year to come up with a 
consensus. They have. 

The bill moves several regulations now in the rules into the 
statute. These include provision for yardmen to do limited 
spraying if the customer/homeowner provides the materials 
and the sprayer. It also provides for registration of lawn main-
tenance people in a special category, allowing them to do limited 
spraying: 

"to make applications of herbicides for controlling weeds in 
plant beds and to practice integrated pest management on orna-
mental plants using the following materials: low toxicity insecti-
cides that are designated with the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency signal word "CAUTION" only, or insecticidal 
soaps, horticultural oils, or bacillus thuringiensis (BT) formula-
tions. Application equipment used by a person certified pursuant 
to this section shall be limited to portable, hand-held, 3-gallon 
compressed air sprayers or backpack sprayers with no more than 5-
gallon capacity and may not include power equipment. Certifica-
tion under this section does not authorize pesticide application to 
turf." 

This is a major compromise allowing lawn maintenance 
people limited spray authority, providing they are individually 
certified. It is the result of a long negotiation between the Lawn 
Management Association and the Florida Pest Control Associa-
tion. We believe the compromise position is fair, equitable and 
workable. 

Preemption. The bill also has strengthened the preemption 
language in the current law to clarify that the statute is intended 
as "comprehensive and exclusive regulation of pest control in this 
state. The provisions of this chapter preempt to the state all 
regulation of the activities and operations of pest control services, 
and no local government or political subdivision of the state may 
enact or enforce ordinances regulating pest control except for the 
requirement of a local occupational license pursuant to the provi-
sions of chapter 205." 

This preemption language has been opposed by local govern-
ments (particularly counties) in hearings before the House 
Regulatory Reform Committee. On the House side, the pre-
emption language stayed in the bill. 

However, on the Senate side, Senator Forman (Broward 
County) proposed (and vigorously supported) an amendment 
striking all preemption language. The amendment passed. The 
Senate version of the bill (GB 78) is moving on to its next 
committee without any preemption language. 

Senator Forman's action is a tremendous blow to consistent 
regulation of pest control in this State. Everyone is trying hard 
to get preemption put back in the bill, but it's going to be a tough 
fight. 

Chemically Sensitive Persons. The pest control bill also 
expands and clarifies the regulations governing the registry of 
chemically sensitive persons. This covers only "persons with 
documented pesticide sensitivity" certified by an authorized 
specialist physician. 

To get on the list a person must provide documentation of 
pesticide sensitivity, including the pesticide or pesticide class to 
which the person has a sensitivity; or a physician's statement 
indicating the person is currently under a physician's care for a 
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diagnosed physical or mental condition that the Department 
has designated warranting inclusion on the registry; or has been 
certified by a physician to have an ailment or condition that 
would be significantly aggravated by normal pesticide applica-
tion. 

Persons desiring to be placed on the registry must pay an 
initial fee of $50 and an annual renewal fee of $10. 

Persons on the registry shall get at least 24 hours advance 
notification of a pesticide application to a lawn or plant bed or 
exterior foliage on property contiguous with or adjacent to the 
primary residence of the pesticide sensitive individual. 

Some persons may be qualified as hypersensitive on a case-
by-case basis and receive advance notice at a greater distance, 
however no distance greater than one-half mile from the outside 
boundaries of the pesticide sensitive person's property. The 
greater distance notification also is limited in its application 
only to the pesticides or pesticide classes to which the person has 
a documented sensitivity. Notification can be by mail, tele-
phone or personal delivery. 

Persons on the Pest Control Notification Registry must 
provide HRS with the addresses of the properties or residences 
that fall within the contiguous, adjacent or special distance 
parameters for notification. HRS will supply this information to 
pest control operators. 

The statute also contains very specific wording limiting the 
liability of the pest control operator. 

Posting. Lastly, the statute provides explicit parameters for 
signs to be placed on lawns after spraying. This wording was in 
the rule and has been moved to the statute. The controversy 
stirred up by this bill (in addition to the preemption issue) 
include registration of lawn maintenance personnel, opposition 
by pesticide sensitive individuals, and the size (4" x 5") of the 
post-spray notification sign (they wanted 8-V2 x 11"). 

This bill took an effort by the Pest Control Association and a 
number of the major companies in the industry. FTGA partici-
pated in the later discussions, particularly focusing on the 
registry of chemically sensitive persons and the preemption 
language. 

[UPDATE: The pest control legislation has now passed 
both houses. A compromise on preemption (for pest control 
only, not pesticides) was reached: Regulation of pest control 
services and pesticide applications by pest control operators 
is preempted to the state, but local government is given 
considerable authority to regulate such local issues as stor-
age, containment, zoning, hazardous materials regulation 
and well-field protection. The final wording will be published 
in a forthcoming issue.] 

Pest Control (again !) and Golf Courses 
Those of you who have read Ch 482, the Florida Pest Control 

Law, know that a pest control license is not required for appli-
cations to agricultural areas. Agricultural areas are defined as an 
area: 

"(a) upon which a ground crop, trees or plants are grown for 

commercial purposes; 
(b) where a golf course, park, nursery or cemetery is located; or 
(c) where farming of any type is performed or livestock is 

raised." 
The original version of PCB 92-14, offered by the House 

Regulatory Reform Committee staff, would have changed the 
definition of agricultural area to read... "(b) where a park or 
nursery is located/removing golf courses and cemeteries from 
being excluded as agricultural areas. 

We first saw this proposal in December, and instantly op-
posed it. The provision had been offered as a way to require golf 
courses and cemeteries to post notices after spraying, as they are 
public places. However, the revised definition would have "back 
doored" all golf course operators under the Pest Control Law, a 
tremendous burden. 

We convinced the House staff to deal with this issue in Ch. 
487, the Florida Pesticide Law, rather than approach the issue of 
posting in such an oblique fashion. Fortunately, they agreed 
with this suggestion. Golf courses and cemeteries continue to be 
considered as agriculture and are exempt from certification, as 
pest control operators. One for the good guys. 

Reorganization — Dept. of Agriculture 
Internal organization changes: grouping all divisions under 

one of three deputy commissioners renaming the Division of 
Inspection to the Division of Agricultural Environmental Ser-
vices. (This includes feed, seed, fertilizer and pesticides activi-
ties.) 

Biodiversity 
House Bill 751 (Representative Kelly) Senate companion 

bill (doing the same thing) sponsored by Senator Weinstein 
from Coral Springs. 

These bills proclaim biological diversity as a public policy 
goal and establish a task force to establish a "biodiversity task 
force" in the office of the governor to develop a "State strategy for 
conservation of the biological diversity of this state with substantial 
attention given to education programs, enhanced intergovernmental 
coordination, information collection and dissemination, incen-
tives to agribusiness and private land owners, incompatible state 
land uses, preservation of endangered, threatened and special 
concern species and habitats, and public and private participa-
tion. " 

We see this as a "feel good" bill, and yet another example of 
government bureaucracy to create rules and regulations, this 
time in the name of "biodiversity." Proponents obviously feel 
otherwise. 

Muck Removal 
Senate Bill 2176 (Senator Dantzler). Allows removal of 

organic muck and detritus material down to the mineral subsoil 
without a dredge-and-fill permit; prevents the Board of Trust-
ees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund from levying any 
charges for removal of this organic goop from state lands. 
Common sensical bill, but questionable chance of passage this 
year. 



Golf Course Grassing 
Golf Course Renovations 
Athletic Fields 

Specializing in genetically 
pure bermudagrasses 

Classic Dwarf 
Tifway (T-419) 

(904) 3 3 2 - 6 3 1 8 ( 0 ) 

(904 ) 5 3 8 - 0 6 3 1 (M) 

Phil Horn 
Route 2, Box 412-X 

Newberry, FL 32669 

TERRA 
Positioned to Meet Industry Needs 

Professional Turf + Horticulture 
Vegetation Management + Pest Control 

No matter what business you're in, we get the products 
to you when and where you need them. And that 
leaves you with more time to do what you do best— 
run your business. Call your nearest Terra location today! 

Think of Terra as 
your business partner. 
Our goal is to supply 
you with a complete 
line of chemical, 
fertilizer and seed 
products that is 
supported by the best 
technical advice 
available in the 
industry today. 

The Terra product 
line includes pesticides 
and adjuvants from all 
of the major manufacturers, plus our own quality 
Riverside brand. Fertilizers and seeds are supplied by 
the best producers in the industry. 

Complete soil and plant tissue analyses and 
fertility recommendations are also available. 

Ellenton (813)723-1821 
(800) 762-3201 

Ft. Pierce (407) 466-6607 
(800) 451-9832 

Labelle (813)675-6688 
(800) 523-5244 

Lakeland (813) 682-4151 
(800) 752-6615 

Tavares (904) 343-5577 
(800) 228-0646 

Terra 

H 
Your 

Sand Man 
Choker Sand • Greens Mix • 
Trap Sand • Bunker Sand • 
Rock • Dolomite • Hi-Cal 

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc. 
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 • (813) 676-9431 



[UPDATE: This provision is moving forward, having been 
amended to other bills, but the final resolution is uncertain.] 

Environmental Reorganization 
Senate Bill 1878 (Senator Dantzler) Merges the Department 

of Environmental Regulation and the Department of Natural 
Resources into a single department. This won't fly this year, and 
is one of many bills on the general subject of environmental 
reorganization. Everybody wants to change the status quo, but 
there's no consensus on how it should be changed. 

Senate Bill 1794 (Senator Kirkpatrick) Reorganizes envi-
ronmental activities. Merges Bureau of Aquatic Plants into the 
Game and Fish Commission. Merges DER with Game and Fish 
Commission in a fuzzy structure with many difficulties (GFC 
has constitutional status; all other departments report to the 
Governor or Governor and Cabinet). This bill renames DER as 
the Department of Environmental Protection and folds in al-
most all of the Department of Natural Resources. It also creates 
the "inter-governmental task force on environmental efficiency" 
which would study the idea of creating a Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and further reorganizing the Department of Natural 
Resources out of existence. 

House Bill 1903 (Representative Harris) Provides for fees 
on first landing for foreign vessels (boats or aircraft) to finance 
additional agricultural inspection; provides for registration of 
aquatic plant nurseries; transfers aquatic plant nursery inspec-
tion from DNR to DACS, eliminating duplication. The bill has 
passed both Senate and House Ag committees, and goes to 
Finance and Taxation, and to Appropriations. 

[UPDATE: Fees have been removed from HB 1903 but 
aquatic nursery transfer is still alive. Other reorganization 
bills change daily, or are mired down. Significant change is 
unlikely this year.] 

Aquatic Weed Control 
SenateBilll438(SenatorThurman)with companion House 

Bill 435 (Representatives Chuck Smith and Mackey) This reor-
ganizes the Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Aquatic 
Plants, sending its research activities to IFAS, its regulatory and 
permitting activities to the water management districts, creating 
the Aquatic Plant Advisory Council. 

All are good moves. A similar bill didn't go anywhere last 
year, and I don't know the likely fate of this bill. It's yet another 
environmental reorganization bill, but with a difference: it 
responds to a real problem. 

Call Senator Thurman and Representatives Smith and Mackey 
and tell them you support this. If we get a little public enthusi-
asm, there is a chance it might go through. 

[ UPDATE: No action taken yet on this bill. Call anyway 
and applaud the effort.] 

Members of the FTGA External Affairs Committee are: T.M. 
Latta, chairman, Mark Jarrell, Nick Dennis and Brian Combs. 
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April Is National Lawn Care 
Month; practice /Grasscycling/ 

April is the month when people all across the country begin 
tending more than 25 million acres, using more than 61 million 
power mowers, and spending about a billion hours a year 
mowing the nation's lawns, parks and sports turf areas. 

That's why the Florida Turf Grass Association (FTGA) and 
the Professional Lawn Care Association of America (PLCAA) 
support the establishment of April as "National Lawn Care 
Month." 

Through National Lawn Care Month the FTGA and PLCAA 
hope to create an understanding of the environmental, as well as 
the recreational and aesthetic, benefits of maintaining healthy 
lawn grasses. 

Lawns help replenish the oxygen supply, prevent soil ero-
sion, increase water retention in the soil, build top soil and even 
act as evaporation coolers to reduce surrounding air tempera-
tures. 

From a less scientific point of view, the care of lawns has 
become a recreational activity for many Americans, considered 
more of a hobby than a chore. Indeed, it may be one of the few 
opportunities we take to exercise and spend time in the sun-
shine. 

The FTGA will be joining the annual Earth Day observation 
on April 22 to promote "grasscycling" as an ecologically-sound 
answer to the problem of over-burdened landfill. 

"Grasscycling" is a term coined to signify a public awareness 
campaign about home recycling of grass clippings. With 6,000 
landfills expected to close in the next five years and fewer new 
landfills being opened because of strict licensing procedures, a 
potential crisis in waste management is on the horizon. 

Waste management is the subject of many recent articles 
promoting recycling and environmentally safe methods of pre-
serving our fragile ecosystem. One of the easiest and most 
effective ways to prolong the life of our landfills is by recycling 
clippings and leaves in our own yards, estimated to comprise 
about 20 percent of landfill material. 

According to university research, grass clippings are 85 per-
cent water, so they deteriorate rapidly, returning 20 percent of 
their nitrogen to fertilize grass roots. 

Therefore, clippings can be left on the lawn with no ill effects. 
Contrary to popular lawncare "folklore," thatch problems 

are not caused by grass clippings. The accumulation of dead 
grass roots on the surface of the soil is actually caused by 
improper mowing techniques. Mowing more than one-third of 
the grass blade height causes some of the root system to die. Yet 
mowing only one-third of the height minimizes shock to the 
grass and prevents the death of the roots. 

When following the one-third rule, every mower is a mulch-
ing mower because the clippings are short enough to break 
down quickly. 

If a rainy season or a vacation trip interferes with the one-
third Rule, then a mulching mower can make long clippings into 
short ones by holding them in the mowing chamber longer. 



DESIGNED FOR OVERSEEDING WINTER GREENS 

TRANSITION MADE 
EASY 

We've taken Cypress® 
Poa trivialis, the darkest com-
mercially available Poa trivi-
alis and blended it with 
Creeping Bentgrass and 
Streaker Redtop Bentgrass to 
create the finest winter 
o v e r s e e d i n g b l end . . . 
Cypress Greens® 

Each variety in Cypress 
Greens® has been chosen 
to take advantage of their 
enhanced genetic character-
istics and a natural growth 
cycle that compliments the 
dormancy period of your Ber-
mudagrass greens. Cypress 
Greens® Overseeding Blend 
will provide the smoothest 
fall and spring transition you 
have ever experienced. 

• Cypress® Poa trivialis 
establishes fast and can be 
cut close immediately. As 
your Bermudagrass goes 
dormant, Celpril coated Cy-
press® will provide a dark 
green turf with no interrup-
tion in play. You won't have 
to raise mowing heights or 
stop play to let the grass 
become established. 

• Cypress® Poa trivialis 
performs well before the 
Bentgrass becomes fully es-
tablished in mid winter...to 
provide the smoothest put-
ting surface available. 

• As the weather turns 
hot in the spring Cypress 
Greens® Overseeding Blend 
will die out naturally as your 
Bermudagrass begins to 

CYPRESS 
GREENS 

OVERSEEDING BLEND 

COMPONENTS IN CYPRESS GREENS 

Poa trivialis 
Cypress® or Sabre 50-70%* 

Creeping Bentgrass 
Seaside, Penneagle 
Pennlinks, Penncross 10-25%* 
Streaker Redtop Bentgrass 10-25%* 
* Formulation varies according to preference. 
Celpril Coated for fast establishment. 

A PRODUCT OF 
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grow. Cypress Greens® will 
not choke out your Bermuda-
grass in the spring as some 
heat tolerant perennial rye-
grasses do. 

In addition to dark green 
color and fine texture, all 
v a r i e t i e s in C y p r e s s 
Greens® Overseeding Blend 
are cold and shade tolerant 
and perform well on damp 
soils. Each variety will pros-
per with close mowing. 

This winter, overseed your 
Bermudagrass with Cypress 
Greens® and keep your 
greens in prime uninterrupted 
playing condition all season 
long ...Your golfers won't 
notice the transition. 

SEEDING RATES 
of cool-season turf grasses overseeded on 

Bermudagrass greens 

Variety 

Seeding Rate 
(lbs./1000 

Seeds/lb. 1000sq.ft. 

Cypress® 
Poa trivialis 2 million 10 

Cypress Greens® 
Overseeding Blend 7 

Ryegrass 
Blend 265,000 30 

Streaker Redtop 
Bentgrass 4.8 million 5 

Creeping 
Bentgrass 6 million 5 

33390 Tangent Loop • Tangent, OR 97389 • (503) 926-8649 
Fax: 503-926-4435 • Outside Oregon: 800-421-1735 



It is mind boggling 
to watch the 
convoys of triplex 
and five-gang 
mowers proceeding 
up and down the 
fairways and 
roughs like 
precision flying 
units. 

^JtdtTi — 

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS 
Editor 

It's that time of year when the center of the 
golf universe can be found in the rolling hills 
of northeast Georgia. A time when the leg-
ends of the links, the wedge wizards and putter 
princes meet on the emerald fairways of Au-
gusta National to do battle for the Masters 
championship. 

Who among us golfing mortals has not 
wished that our humble courses could abound 

in such splen-
dor as seen in 
the majest i -
cally mani-
cured turf 
amid the spec-
tacular back-
drop ofblazing 
color provided 
by the bloom-
ing azaleas, 
c a m - e l l i a s , 
d o g w o o d s , 
and wisteria. 

While pic-
tures on tele-
vision tanta-
lize and tempt 

our senses, only a visit to the grounds can give 
you a full appreciation and understanding of 
what it takes to produce such a display of 
perfection. 

I have made three visits to the Masters 
Tournament using the privilege of free ad-
mission accorded to Class A Golf Course Su-
perintendent members of the GCSAA. Often 
heralded as the toughest ticket in sports, the 
general public is admitted first-come first-
served for the practices rounds for a nominal 
$10 fee. There is a daily limit, and they do sell 
out, even for the practice rounds. If you're a 
golf course superintendent, you should really 
plan to visit for at least one day and see the 
operation first hand. 

And just what will you see? 
Well, I don't want to give away the 

magician's secrets, but I think it's fair to reveal 
that the picture perfect stripes and checker-
board mowing patterns aren't done with 
smoke and mirrors. They are accomplished 

The Masters: 
the Magic 

and 
the Myths 

by an army of volunteers consisting of area 
superintendents and turf industry suppliers. 
We have played a few rounds of golf at nearby 
courses during our Masters pilgrimages, and 
we never get to meet the superintendents 
because they are over at Augusta National 
mowing Amen Corner and having a ball be-
ing part of the greatest show in golf. How 
would you like to have a crew like that? 

It is mind boggling to watch the convoys of 
triplex and five-gang mowers proceeding up 
and down the fairways and roughs like preci-
sion flying units. The mowers are then fol-
lowed by squads of draggers, whippers, and 
sweepers who scatter every visible grass clip-
ping. Combine this array of equipment and 
manpower with a couple of Boy Scout troops 
with trash bags and it's little wonder the place 
is immaculate. Of course, anyone who visits 
Augusta National is so impressed with the 
reasonable prices and flawless operation that 
to litter would be heresy. 

When contemplating the perfection of Au-
gusta National's condition and wondering 
why your course can't look like that, it is 
important to remember that they are closed 
from the first of June until October. All project 
work is done at that time and the course 
doesn't have to be kept in top playing condi-
tion. How many times do you try to do projects 
and keep the course open at the same time? 
Budgets don't seem to be a problem either. 
With a national membership, and healthy 
revenues generated by the tournament, funds 
are available to maintain the tradition of ex-
cellence. 

Speaking of tradition, it doesn't take long 
to feel the ambience and history of the Mas-
ters as you walk around the course trodding in 
the paths blazed by Sarazen, Nelson, Hogan, 
Palmer, and Nicklaus. 

And you can't really appreciate how much 
elevation change there is from the clubhouse 
down to Amen Corner until you've made the 
climb in person. 

I invite you to come to Augusta National 
and feel the magic. Experience the beauty. 
Savor the inspiration. Dispel the myths. Be a 
part of the history. ^ 



We're Just As Dependable 

As a leader in the turf industry, Nucrane 
Machinery knows the questions to ask to 
assist you with your equipment needs. 
Our service and exclusive dedication 

to the golf turf industry allows 
Nucrane to provide a quality 
of service unmatched by any 

of its competitors. 
As sure as the sun rises, 
Nucrane Machinery will 

continue to be a 
dependable, reliable 

organization you 
can count on. 

NUCRANE MACHINERY 
on the cutting edge of a NU future 

72104 Corporate Way 
Thousand Palms, CA 92276 

(619) 343-0270 

417 Central Park Dr. 
Sanford, PL 32771 

(407)323-9555 

11820 Lacy Lane 
Ft. Myers, FL 339-12 

1813) 275-4441 

2001 D. North Congress Ave. 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

(407)842-0440 



LESCO PRE-
a proven performer at Pinehurst 

Brad Kocher, 
Director of Golf 
Course Maintenance 
at Pinehurst Resort 
and Country Club, 
and LESCO PRE-M 
go back to the 
beginning. That was 
in 1986 when PRE-M 
first became avail-
able. Brad had 
joined Pinehurst in 
1984 and started a 
battle with goose-
grass in fairways 
and roughs. He 
began winning in 
1986 when he 
added LESCO PRE-
M 60DG to his arse-
nal of control products. 

Now, after five years, 
he's well satisfied that 
LESCO PRE-M has 
passed every 
test and has 
proven its 

Bob Farren 
"This is the first year 

we've used it as a band 
around the overseeded 
fairways," he said. 

"We don't 
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effectiveness. "My assis-
tant Bob Farren and I 
watch what the market 
has to offer and we contin-
ue to use PRE-M," he 
said. "Based on the results 
of university testing, we 
use the split application 
method with the first 
application in late March 
or early April and the 
second during the first 
two weeks of May. 

problems 
in the area where we spray 
PRE-M but I see a lot of 
germination outside 
of that band. We 
spray right up to 
the collar of the 
green without any 
problems. This 
gives us an instant 
edge and looks neat 
right off the bat. 

"PRE-M enables 
us to realize a 

Brad Kocher 
clean delineation 
between overseeded fair-
way and rough at the 
time of germination. We 
do not have to wait for 
bermuda dormacy fol-
lowed by non-selective 
post emergence spraying". 

Brad uses PRE-M on all 
seven courses 
at Pinehurst, 
which is more 
than 500 
acres. "We 
haven't found 
any negative 
effects or visu-
al evidence of 
root inhibition 
as far as devel-

oped bermudagrass 
is concerned," Brad 
said. 

"Because of the 
effectiveness of 
PRE-M and the fact 
that we don't have 
to worry about its 
short or long-term 
use on ryegrass, 
we can guarantee 
the best rye on the 
fairways during 
March, April and 
May, our busiest 
months of the 
year," Brad said. 

"I kind of wish 
PRE-M had been 
available when I 

was in Florida," he con-
cluded. 

To find out more about 
PRE-M, contact your 
LESCO sales representa-
tive, visit a nearby 
LESCO Service Center, or 
call (800) 321-5325. In 
Cleveland, 333-9250. 
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20005 Lake Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
Fertilizers, Seed, Control 
Products, Equipment, Parts 

LESCO - PRE-M is the proven performer. 




