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BY LARRY KIEFFER 

Greg Plotner, CGCS, has worked 
at only two golf courses in his 11-
year professional career — and he 
built one and grew in the other. 

The 35-year-old environmentalist 
and superintendent at Tampa Palms 
CC began digging drainage ditches 
for Wadsworth Construction Co. at 
Sweetwater CC near Houston 
immediately after graduating from 
Southern Illinois University in 1981 
with a B.S. degree in plant and soil 
science. Five years later, he was on 
his way to Tampa to supervise the 
construction and maintenance of 
Tampa Palms. 

"I had a good background and 
training, but I just happened to get a 
few very good breaks," says Plotner, 
who took up golf at age 5 and 
landscape maintenance not much 
later, both under the tutelage of his 
father, an elementary school super-
intendent. 

"I started by taking care of the 
grounds at my Dad's school and 
that worked into a summer job with 
a landscape company through high 
school and college," he recalls. 

The 14 months of construction 
experience with Wadsworth at 
Sweetwater gave Plotner a taste to 
manage a golf course so, when the 
contractor pulled up stakes in 
Houston and headed to Phoenix, 
Plotner stayed on as an irrigation 
technician at the course built 
specifically as the centerpiece for 
LPGA headquarters. 

"I had no idea that one of the 
assistant superintendents would be 
leaving in a few months and that I 
would get his job," says Plotner with 
just a touch of wonder. "And a little 
later, the senior assistant left and I 
moved up." 

During his stint at Sweetwater, 
which was managed by Kindred & 
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Tampa Palms Golf and Country Club 

Co., Plotner helped set up and 
maintain the course for several 
LPGA qualifying schools and two 
tour events. In the summer of 
1986, Kindred offered Plotner the 
superintendent's post at a new 
course that was to be built by the 
Deltona corporation on a 1,000-
acre tract in the floodplain of the 
Hillsborough River. 

Fortunately, Deltona also had a 
set of plans by Art Hills, an archi-
tect well known for sensitively and 
sensibly transforming southwest 
Florida wetlands into wonderful 
golf courses. 

"Art did a great job keeping the 
natural beauty of the property 
intact while creating lots of eye 
appeal," says Plotner. 

"Most of the surrounding land is 
designated a nature preserve, 
adding a lot of pressure to be 
extremely careful when applying 
pesticides. 

"We have a tremendous amount 
of wetlands and upland forest areas 
that leads to a diverse habitat for a 
wide variety of plant and animal 
communities, which allows the 
golfer not only to enjoy a round of 
golf, but also to enjoy nature and 
all of its wonderful inhabitants. 

"This is a great place to exem-
plify that golf courses and nature 
can coexist to their mutual ben-
efit." 

To bolster that assertion, Plotner 
signed up Tampa Palms for the 
USGA/Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program (See story page 
36) in March of 1991 and it was 
accepted last October. 

"We hope to be certified as a 
sanctuary soon," says Plotner, 
pointing out that the Audubon 
Society must approve plans in 
seven different areas before Tampa 
Palms can be certified: public 
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involvement, environmental plan, wild-
life cover projects, wildlife food enhance-
ment projects, water conservation, and 
water enhancement. 

The same features that give Tampa 
Palms its beauty also create maintenance 
problems. For instance the high water 
table on the floodplain of the 
Hillsborough River — a major source of 
drinking water for much of the Tampa 
Bay area—keeps Plotner and his crew on 
the chemical edge. 

"Water quality is very important. We 
have to be very careful about pollutants," 
he says. "We do an extensive soil samp-
ling program to monitor what's going on 
as best we can. We even have a small kit to 
do some testing ourselves." 

Plotner uses the soil testing services 
provided by his various suppliers but 
would like some day to have a complete 
lab of his own right in his maintenance 
complex. 

"I've heard that somebody is coming 
out with a small self-contained lab that 
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might cost about $20,000 , but I think it 
would pay for itself in the long run," he 
says. 

Another problem is created by the 
dense uplands forest from which many of 
the holes were carved. 

Air circulation is far from ideal. Com-
bined with heavy rains and the high water 
table, the poor circulation continually 
challenges the Tampa Palms crew's abil-
ity to keep the Tifdwarf greens alive—let 
alone playable — in summer's high tem-

perature and humidity. 
"But it's all part of our job," says 

Plotner, who is responsible for the club-
house grounds and common areas as 
well as the golf course. He has a staff of 15 
fulltime employees and five part-time 
laborers. 

That's a good-sized staff for an 18-
hole golf course that plays 28,000 rounds 
a year, but Tampa Palms members get 
their money's worth. 

It's not a hacker-friendly facility. 
From the red tees, the course mea-

sures 4883 yards with a rating of 69.7 and 
a slope of 118. From the tips, it measures 
7004 with a rating of 74.2 and a slope of 
137. 

The Senior PGA Tour, whose players 
contributed 230± rounds to the annual 
total during the GTE Suncoast Classic 
from 1988-91, played it at 6631 yards and 
par 72. Nine of 78 entrants in last year's 
fourth annual Classic managed par or 
better through 54 holes. 
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We work at ground level... 
so you can 

play on top! 

Central Florida Turf, Inc. 
4516 East Kinsev Road 
Avon Park, FL 33825 

(813) 452-2215 • 800-422-1187 

T h e fact is, Central 
Florida Turf is working 
hard to provide you with 
superior workmanship in 
construction of new golf 
facilities, irrigation with 
all turf installations or 
renovation of existing 
golf courses... 
and all at a competitive 
price! 

Jeff Harstine 
President/Vice President 

Rodnev Davis 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Dennis Crews 
Sales Manager 

T h e new W e e d / S w e e p is a must for 
every golf course. You ach ieve 
prec is ion contro l of w e e d s by us ing 
new dr ip less chem ica l w i p i n g 
techno logy. T h e system c a n b e easily 
m o u n t e d o n a n ATV or pu l led b e h i n d 
a golf car t or smal l tractor. FREE 
brochure by mail or ask for a demo at 
your course. Don't put it off - Call today 

CHEMICAL 
CONTAINERS, INC. 

PO. BOX 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859 < 

No bulky water tanks needed 
Precision placement on 
unwanted growth - no overspray 
Comes complete with pump, 
feed lines, filters 
Lightweight aluminum frame and 
mounting brackets 

800-346-7867 
(813) 638-1407 • Fax (813) 638-8132 

WEED/S WEEP 
Kills ÌAfeedS without spraying... 



Tampa Palms Gol f and Country Club 
Property: 7 5 0 0 ac res ( o r i g i n a l l y 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) o n f l o o d p l a i n o f H i l l s b o r o u g h River 

nea r T a m p a . 
Ownership: O r i g i n a l l y d e v e l o p e d b y D e l t o n a C o r p . ; then G u l f s t r e a m H o m e s 

a n d T a m p a Palms D e v e l o p m e n t C o . 
Management: S i m a n c o M a n a g e m e n t C o . , T a m p a . John Vest , g e n e r a l 

m a n a g e r ; Ron M c C o r m i c k , g o l f c h a i r m a n ; J im Jones, g r e e n s c h a i r m a n . 
Golf Course: O p e n e d 1 9 8 7 ; A r t h u r Hi l ls , a rch i tec t . 1 8 ho les ; p a r 3 6 - 3 6 - 7 2 ; 

4 8 8 3 - 7 0 0 4 y a r d s ; r a t i n g 6 9 . 7 - 7 4 . 2 ; s l ope 1 1 8 - 1 3 7 . 
Playing Policy: Pr ivate, 2 8 , 0 0 0 r o u n d s a n n u a l l y ; hos ted Sen io r P G A Tour 

GTE Suncoas t C lass i ce a n n u a l l y 1 9 8 8 - 9 1 . 
Terrain: W e t l a n d s a n d d e n s e u p l a n d s forest . C e r t i f i c a t i o n p e n d i n g as U S G A / 

A u d u b o n C o o p e r a t i v e S a n c t u a r y . 
Maintenance Staff: G r e g Plotner, C G C S , supe r i n tenden t ; 2 assistants, 2 

m e c h a n i c s , 2 s p r a y t echn i c i ans , i r r i g a t i o n t e c h n i c i a n , l a n d s c a p e 
t e c h n i c i a n , 2 c l u b g r o u n d s k e e p e r s , 5 fu l l t ime l abo re rs , 5 pa r t t ime 
l abo re rs . 

Greens: T i f d w a r f b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h 5 0 / 5 0 Pennl inks ben tg rass 
a n d p o a t r i v ia l i s ; 5 5 0 0 s q u a r e feet cut to 5/32. 

Tees: T i f ton 3 2 8 b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h p e r e n n i a l r yeg rass ; to ta l 4 
ac res cut to 7/t>. 

Fairways: T i f ton 4 1 9 b e r m u d a g r a s s not o v e r s e e d e d ; to ta l 2 5 ac res unde r 
h i g h m a i n t e n a n c e cut to 7/i6 to % . 

Roughs: T i f ton 4 1 9 b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h r yeg rass a t 3 5 0 p o u n d s / 
a c r e a n d h i g h l y m a i n t a i n e d . C u t to 1 V* to 1 V2. 

Hazards: 1 3 lakes c o m p r i s i n g 4 0 ac res c o m e in to p l a y o n 12 ho les ; 4 2 
w h i t e s a n d bunkers . 

Water: G r o u n d w a t e r p u m p e d to contro l ler by VTII a n d d is t r ibuted by 5 3 0 heads. 

RegalStar 
IS THE 

NOXIOUS 
WEED 
GANG 

STEALING YOUR 
TURF QUALITY? 

Goosegrass, Crabgrass, Crowfoot, Spurges and 
Knotweed are just a few of a band of desperados out 
to steal the nutrients away from your turfgrass. Not 
only are they an ugly bunch, but they destroy turfgrass 
quality. 

One pre-emerge application of RegalStar"will get all 
the noxious weed gang while providing season-long, 
uniform Nitroform® nitrogen feeding. Turfgrass 
managers eveywhere are obtaining superior quality 
turfgrass from a single RegalStar" application. No 
costly multiple applications are needed. Get 
RegalStar™ for the very best results. 

Regal Chemica l C o m p a n y 
P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239 

PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621 -5208 

NITROFORM® (Nitrogen) is a registered 
trademark of Nor-Am Chemical Co. 

AquaGro® 
Advantage 

Advan tage is AquaGro® 
soi l wet t ing agent mo lded 
into a so l id pellet. Instead 
of sy r ing ing w i th p la in water, 
pop an A q u a G r o Advan tage 
Pellet into an app l ica tor 
and qu ick ly move water into 
the rootzone. 

• Touch up problem spots easily. 
• Turf safety in any weather. 
Available from your AquaGro 
distributor. 

The Advantage System 
AquaGro Advantage Pellets 

AquaGro Advantage Applicator 
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Greg A . Plotner , CGCS 
Age: 35 

Education: B.S., Plant & Soil Science, Southern 
Illinois University, 1981. 

Professional Affiliations: Florida West Coast GCSA 
(president and external vice president), FTGA, 
GCSAA, Southwest Florida Water 
Management District (vice chairman, Green 
Industry Advisory Committee). 

Previous Employment: Wadsworth Golf Construction 
Co., irrigation technician 1981-82; 
Sweetwater CC, Sugar Land, Tex., assistant 
superintendent, 1982-1986; Tampa Palms 
G&CC, Tampa, superintendent. 

Hobbies: Fishing, softball, golf. 

Family: Wife, Nadene; son David, 10. 

Career Goal: Tve maintained a course for the LPGA 
and the Senior PGA Tour; Yd like to do a PGA 
Tour event sometime in my career." 



From Page 14 

"It's very demanding, with little or no 
room for error," says Plotner, who plays 
to a 12 handicap. "You've got to think 
your way around and put each shot where 
it belongs. Complicating matters are the 
tall trees which shield or swirl the wind 
unpredictably, making club selection 
confusing." 

If the wind doesn't get you, the water 
will. Or the sand. Thirteen lakes com-
prising 40 acres come into play on 12 
holes and the 5500-square-foot greens 
are buttressed by 42 bunkers. 

"This is an extremely difficult course 
for the high-handicap golfer," says 
Plotner, who is president and external 
vice president of the Florida West Coast 
GCSA and is a member of the FTGA. He 
also has one of 11 seats on the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District's 
Green Industry Advisory Committee, 
which he serves as vice chairman. (Chuck 
Rogers at Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley 

Chapel, representing the FTGA, is the 
only other golf course superintendent on 
the committee.) 

He draws a parallel between the diffi-
culty of his golf course and the complex-
ity of his profession: the margin for error 
is slim... and diminishing. 

"This is no longer a career for 
greenskeepers and grass cutters," he says. 
"A few people are capable of picking up 
the scientific background on their own 
or through continuing education, but I 

strongly recommend that young people 
entering the field earn at least a B.S. de-
gree before taking on this kind of respon-
sibility. 

"There are endless opportunities in 
golf course management, but tomorrow's 
manager is going to have to be smarter, 
faster and tougher to survive under the 
increasing weight of regulation and tight-
ening noose of restrictions." 

He sees water as the greatest challenge 
facing the industry. 

"We need to learn how to use less of it 
and use it smarter. For those who rely on 
groundwater (as does Tampa Palms), the 
regulators must put them on water bud-
gets, not restrictions." 

If the job is getting so tough, why stay 
in it? 

"Look at this place," he says. "It's beau-
tiful. And every day brings a new obstacle 
— a fresh challenge to overcome. How 
many people have an office like this?" 

CHEMICAL CO. INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FL 33679 

CALL COLLECT: 
813-839-3363 

STUART COHEN 
EAST FLA. 

RUSS VARNEY 
WEST FLA. 

AmerAêuatic 
TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY 

algae and aquatic weed control 
fountains, installation & service 

lake & littoral zone design 
fish stocking & breeding 
wetlands establishment 
floating weed barriers 
water quality testing 
silt/turbidity control 

lakescaping™ 
free surveys 

Serving golf courses and green spaces 
from Florida to the Carolinas 

Your lake's best friend. 
Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349 
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"This is a great place to 
exemplify that golf courses 
and nature can coexist to 

their mutual benefit." 
Photos by 
BrimI 
E verhart 


