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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE C H A N G E S I N F L O R I D A G O L F C O U N C I L 4 

President Tom Benefield discusses recent leadership changes in the Florida Golf 
Council and the continued importance of that organization. 

SPOTLIGHT T W O G O L F T O U R N E Y S I N N A P L E S 6 

The Poa Annua Classic and the G.C. Horn Memorial Tournament were accompa-
nied by educational sessions for turfgrass managers as the FGCSA was hosted by the 
Everglades chapter at the Naples Beach Club, May 16-18. A three-way tie for the lead 
in the Poa required a playoff. 

COVER STORY T A M P A P A L M S H A S M U C H M O R E 1 2 

Greg Plotner, CGCS, has an abundance of flora and fauna surrounding him each 
day in North Tampa. But managing water quality in this floodplain of the 
Hillsborough River requires skill and knowledge. 

SPECIAL REPORT O V E R V I E W O F G O L F A N D T H E E N V I R O N M E N T 2 2 

James T. Snow, national director of the USGA Green Section, explains the situation 
the entire golf industry faces regarding the environment, environmentalists and 
potential government regulations. 

HANDS ON N U T R I T I O N F O R Y O U R T U R F 2 8 

Steve Kuhn, superintendent at Doral Country Club, reviews the fertility programs 
in use by his South Florida colleagues. A wide variety of methods and materials are 
used by these turf managers, all of whom feel confident they are doing it right. 

MORE FERTILIZATION P H I N D I N G M O R E F O R Y O U R S O I L 3 4 

IpH you need more nutrients from your fertilizer, getting the right pH balance in 
your soil is the key. 

FOR THE BIRDS R O N D O D S O N W A N T S Y O U 3 6 

It started in New York, but the movement is going nationwide as more courses enlist 
in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program sponsored by the Audubon 
Society of New York State. Is your course among the next 1,000 to be certified? 

GREEN SIDE UP J O E L S A Y S S A Y O N A R A 4 8 

Joel Jackson is trading in his editor's green eye shade for a reporter's notebook as he 
says good-bye as helmsman of The Florida Green. Joel explains the wherefores and 
the whys in his final words as editor. The pleasure and the reward was ours, Joel. 
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Turf severely burned. 
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Grass injured in 
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u r n * coif 
Course Accessories 

LESCO has a line of quality golf course accessories 
including the new LESCO BUNKER RAKE and 
BALL WASHER. Our new Bunker Rake has a 
contoured, 16-inch replaceable head constructed 
of molded, high-impact plastic. The fiberglass 
handle measures 48 inches and has a five-inch 
cushioned grip. 

The LESCO Ball Washer has a durable 
Cycolac® body and agitator with a tight-fitting, 
high-impact top cover. It includes corrosion-
resistant tee towel clips for added convenience. 

Tee Marker Information Signs Golf Ball Washer and Tee Towels 

LESCO — Tournament Quality Golf Course Accessories 

800-321-5325 
In Cleveland call 333-9250 

E S T A B L I S H E D 1 9 6 2 
20005 Lake Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
Fertilizers, Seed, Control 
Products, Equipment, Parts 

LESCO now has a complete line of accessories 
for tee-to-green use. We have markers for tees, 
cart paths, out-of-bounds, distance and special 
events. Our new aluminum and zinc tourna-
ment quality cups are painted for long wear 
and are a perfect match for our standard and 
tapered flagpoles. 

We also have plain, numbered and custom 
flags, tee towels, rakes, ropes, stakes, the finest 
quality hardwood maple bench on the market, 
AND MUCH MORE. 

MAKE LESCO YOUR GOLF 
COURSE ACCESSORIES 
SOURCE . . . CHECK OUR 
CATALOG FOR THE 
COMPLETE LINE, CONTACT 
YOUR LESCO Golf Course 
Sales Representative, or 
call 800-321-5325. In 
Cleveland call 333-9250. 



W H E N IT COMES TO EVEN NUTRIENT DISTRIBUTION, 
CONSISTENT RESULTS AND PREDICTABLE GROWTH 
WITH EACH AND EVERY APPLICATION, BLENDS JUST 
CAN'T EQUAL THE PERFORMANCE OF HOMOGENEOUS 
GREENS GRADES FERTILIZERS. • IN FACT, USING A 
BLENDED PRODUCT ON YOUR GREENS IS KIND OF LIKE 
USING A ROTARY MOWER WALL-TO-WALL. IT'S JUST 
NOT THE MOST EFFICIENT TOOL FOR THE JOB. 
• THAT BEING SAID, WE'D LIKE TO BUILD A CASE FOR 

OUR LINE OF GREENS GRADES. BECAUSE DESPITE WHAT 
YOU MIGHT HAVE HEARD, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE. 
• FOR STARTERS WE'VE GOT FIVE PREMIUM FORMULA-
TIONS. COUNTRY CLUB® 18-4-10,18-3-12,18-0-18,8-4-24 
AND 10-18-18. ALL ARE IDEAL FOR GREENS, BUT ALSO A 
SOUND VALUE FOR FAIRWAY APPLICATIONS. • A N D 
OUR DISTRIBUTION NETWORK IS LARGER. SO YOU CAN 
BUY JUST WHAT YOU NEED, WHEN YOU NEED IT. ALL 
FOR ABOUT THE SAME PRICE AS WHAT YOU'D PAY FOR 
BLENDS. • SO WHY NOT CALL YOUR LOCAL LEBA-
NON DISTRIBUTOR OR 1-800-233-0628 FOR MORE IN-
FORMATION. BECAUSE WHEN IT COMES TO GREENS 
GRADES, THERE'S NO MATCH FOR COUNTRY CLUB. 



UNFORTUNATELY, BLENDS JUST C A N T MATCH OUR GREENS GRADES. 

O 1992 Lebanon Turf Products Country Club® is the Registered Trademark of Lebanon Chemical Corporation. 



PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

Update 
on the 

Florida 
Golf 

Council 

Tom Benefield, CGCS 
FGCSA President 

There is significant news to report to-
day. The last two months have been ex-
tremely eventful on several fronts. I will 
be sharing them with you for the next few 
moments. 

First, there is the news on the Florida 
Golf Council. Effective June 1, 1992, 
Bobby Brantley will not be serving the 
Florida Golf Council as its executive di-
rector in Tallahassee. He has resigned to 
pursue to pursue business opportunities 
in Colorado. 

He will be back in Florida in Novem-
ber and has told the council he would like 
to continue representing their interest in 
the state capitol upon his return. 

I feel that this is a very appropriate 
move on his part and also to our benefit 
as well. During the summer and fall 
months there is no need to fund a lobby-
ist. The legislature is not in and we could 
more wisely spend our money during this 
period. 

I still feel as strongly today as I did 
yesterday that Mr. Brantley is the man for 
us. His little hiatus from Florida will do 
much to give this servant of ours a needed 
rest and when he returns he will be ready 
and able once again to defend our indus-
try for us. In the interim, President Jack 
Mathis will be serving in the role of ex-
ecutive director for the council. 

At the board meeting of the Florida 
Golf Council in June we got another shock. 
Mr. Ray Finch resigned as chairman of 
the board effective immediately. It was 
the wisdom and foresight of Mr. Finch 
which created the Florida Golf Council, 
He has been our most ardent supporter 
and much is owed to this man who was 
willing to put his money where his con-
victions were. 

The good news here is that Mr. Finch 
has stated he will continue to do whatever 
he can to see that the Florida Golf Council 
remains the productive force it has be-
come. 

It is only proper to note that the coun-
cil in its first two years of operation has 
won some major victories for the golf 
industry and it has become evident that 
this association must be kept strong. 

There have been discussions about the 
next chairman should be. There are sev-
eral candidates at this time but no one has 

been selected or has accepted. This is a 
very demanding job. The next chairman 
should be able to communicate effec-
tively within the membership and also 
relate well to the media and our industry's 
critics. 

One of the major stumbling blocks 
with the Florida Golf Council is funding. 
There is talk on the FGC board to merge 
the council with another association. The 
FGCSA has been mentioned in this re-
gard, as have the Florida Turfgrass Asso-
ciation, the National Golf Foundation, 
the Golf Course Owners of America and 
others. 

It really does not matter as to what 
association the council is merged with as 
long it is on the state level. All of the above 
mentioned associations would serve as 
excellent avenues for the council to oper-
ate from. The important thing is to keep 
the Florida Golf Council a viable entity to 
represent all golf industry interests. 

The Florida Golf Council has become 
well-known in state political circles. We 
have gained the respect and attention of 
the lawmakers and regulators. To move 
in any direction other than forward with 
our agenda could be disastrous for the 
industry. We must make all efforts to 
ensure this association continues to grow 
and and prosper, to do otherwise would 
be neglecting our duty to our industry. 

The make-up of the new board should 
be similar to the present one in that all 
major support groups would be involved. 
All decisions on the direction and activi-
ties of the council would be handled 
through this board. This is going to occur 
whether we are the base support or some 
other entity is. 

We have talked for many years of what 
we need. We have been given this oppor-
tunity by Mr. Finch through his vision-
ary efforts. It is time to do what should be 
done. We have come too far to give up 
this fight. Our future and our industry's 
future is in our hands. Let's not rest it 
while we hold it, but massage and knead 
and mold it into something that people 
many years from now can say was a job 
well done. 

This will not be an easy task, but then 
anything easy to do is never worth much. 

i 



M p p l y Par Ex, with our ex-
clusive IBDU® controlled-release 
nitrogen formula, and watch it go 
directly to work where it's most 
effective. In the root zone. Once 
there, it continually feeds your 
turf with the vital nutrients 
needed to keep it greener and 
healthier longer. 

And because our IBDU con-
trolled-release nitrogen is not 
triggered by temperature and 

bacteria during warm weather 
months, the potential for growth 
surge and nitrate leaching is 
practically non-existent. Even in 
regions of the country where the 
soil is sandy. 

With Par Ex, you get the best 
of all worlds. Greater protection 
against nitrate leaching. 
Reduced growth surge, which 
means fewer clippings, less dis-
posal concerns and lower labor 

cost. And, most important, 
extended greening of your turf 
throughout the year. 

Find out how well Par Ex gets 
to the root of the matter, call us 
at 1-800-521-2829. 

I K i r ex 
I THE EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

PAR EX GETS TO 
THE ROOT OF THE MATTER 

AND NO DEEPER. 
ALL YEAR ROUND. 



F G C S A S P O T L I G H T 

Photo b y Joel Jackson Tied after regulation play, Joe Ondo(!eft), Mark Henderson(center) and Glenn 
Klauk(right), warm up for the sudden death playoff in the Poa Classic. 

Rest, relaxation 
E v e r g l a d e s c h a p t e r bests 
FGCSA f a r H e r n M e m o r i a l , 
Poa A n n u a Classic t o u r n e y s 

Kicking back for a weekend at a beach-
side resort is a novel way of conducting 
business and undergoing training, but 
that's what the Everglades Chapter in-
vites the members of the FGCSA to do 
every spring. This year was no exception 
and the FGCSA members converged on 
the Naples Beach Club this past May 16-
18. 

On Saturday morning the FGCSA 
Officers and Board of Directors 
met to discuss the needs, goals, 
and challenges facing the associa-
tion, and determine appropriate 
courses of action. Pro-active environ-
mental strategies, turfgrass research 
project funding, professional education 
programs, and public and political aware-
ness issues commanded the most atten-
tion. 

Later that day, pens, pads, and brief-
cases were replaced by putters, score cards 

and reorganization in Naples 

Photo by Joel Jackson 

Mickey Lovett of CIBA-Geigy outlines innovative, cooperative 
rebate program between CIBA-Geigy and FGCSA members to the 
Board of Directors. 



The grass is 
always greener on 
the 
side of thé fence. 

HarrelFs. The Fertilizer 
Standard of Excellence. 
For years we've been mixing, analyzing 
and constantly improving our fertilizers 
to give you the nutrients you need and 
the spreadability you demand. Plus we 
"triple screen" our green and tee mixes 
for true putting and smtxith driving 
quality. You won t find a finer fertilizer! 

Great Service, Too! 
Relax. With Harrell's your fertilizer arrives 
on time. Every time. It's always in perfect 
condition, too. So whether you choose 50-
pound plastic hags (we unload em for 
you), or our ready-to-use bulk trailer, 
there's no mess or hassle. Great service 
comes in a Harrell's bag. 

Finally, a Prescription 
Fertilizer Made Just For 
Your Greens. 
Golf greeas need nutrients specific to their 
area-that's why we custom blend every 
order. Our four professional fornicators, 
(with 153 total years experience in 
turfbuilding), blend every pound of your 
Harrell's turf grass fertilizer to your exact 
specifications, to give you the greenest 
greeas ever. We know fertilizer-and we 
know golf courses. 

Ask The 500 Florida Golf 
Courses Now Using Harrell s. 
Go ahead. Call your associates using 
HarrelFs fertilizer. They'll tell you about 
their green, lash turf. They'll talk about 
great spreadability. And they'll tell you 
how much easier life is with Harrell's 
custom blends. 

Keep your owners, members, greeas 
committee and everybody else on your 
side of the fence happy. Call for Harrell s 
Fertilizer today. 

1-800-282-8007 



Oviedo Ft. Lonesome LaBelle 
407-365-21 89 813-633-1447 813-675-0545 

A. Duda & Sons, Inc. 

1-800-FOR-DUDA 

Environmental Waterway Management... 
Preserving Your 
Liquid Assets" 

Water, water, everywhere...it's the number one 
visual and recreational amenity at golf courses, 
apartment complexes, corporate parks, state parks, 
cities, and developments throughout FLORIDA— 
and Environmental Waterway Management's 
"Aqua-Technicians" and Biologists are specialists in 
keeping your waterways clean, healthy, and attractive! 

Environmental Waterway Management can provide 
you with ALGAE Aquatic Weed CONTROL, Floating 
Fountains, Lake Aeration, Wetland Planting, Fish 
Stocking and Much More. 

For a FREE site analysis, contact 
Environmental Waterway 

East Coast 
Branch Office 

5000 Oakes Road, Building H 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 
(305)581-2994 

Central Florida 
Branch Office 

4075 L.B. McLeod Road 
Suite C 
Orlando, FL 328II 
(407) 843-7887 

i Management 

Southwest Florida 
Branch Office 

2147 Porter Lake Drive 
Suite C 
Sarasota, FL 34240 
(813)371-8081 
West Coast 

Branch Office 
12918 Dupont Circle 
Tampa, FL 33626 
(813)854-1113 

North Florida Branch Office 
Serving the Jacksonville Area 

1 -800-832-Lake 

Photo by Joel Jackson 

Poa champion 
Mark Henderson, superintendent of the 
Atlantis G. C. in West Palm Beach, pars 
two playoff holes to defeat his fellow 
competitors. 

and golf bags as the annual G.C. Horn 
Memorial Tournament held at the Beach 
Club golf course earned much-needed 
dollars for the FTGA Endowment Fund 
bearing Dr. Horn's name. 

The two-man scramble event has be-
come the traditional way we honor the 
man who pioneered the so highly-suc-
cessful turfgrass industry in our state. 
Many of us were educated formally and 
informally by "Granny Horn" at the 
University Of Florida or in numerous 
turf seminars throughout the years. 

Sunday morning, those seeking 
GCSAA continuing education cred-
its for certification and/or Florida 
DACS Restricted Pesticide License 
credits, at tended a two-part pro-
g r a m . 

Part 1: Pesticide Waste and Mixing/ 
Loading Site Management by Steven 
Dwinell of the Florida DER. Part 2: Gov-
ernment Regulations and the Superin-
tendent by John Hinkle of the Employers 
Association of Florida. Two topics that 
are so timely and time consuming for 
today's turf manager. 

Monday arrived and the 1992 Poa 
Annua Classic was contested at the Fla-

Flora tam 

Bitter Blue 

FX-10 

Zellwood Cocoa Ft. Pierce 
904-383-611 1 407-636-3966 407-461-0962 

T i f w a y 4 1 9 

Oviedo • 
Cocoa « 

Zellwood 

Come visit our booth at 
FNATS (#771-775) and 
FTGA (#621-623) 

Ft. Lonesome • 

LaBelle 

Pierce 



ORTHENE will keep 
unwanted pests 
off your turf. 

Trying to control a broad range of 
tough turf pests like mole crickets, fire-
ants, fleas, chinch bugs and the worm 
complex is no day at the beach.That's 
why you should use ORTHENE.® 

ORTHENE kills both on contact and 
with long-lasting systemic action, and 

can be applied to lawns, ornamentals, 
shrubs, even trees.You can also 
combine ORTHENE with many miti-
cides and fungicides for more effective 
pest and disease control with just 
one application. 

O R T H E N E is waterproof within 24 
hours, and its chemical structure allows 
it to break down quickly, eliminating 
the threat of harmful buildup in the soil. 

Throwa party your toughest turf pests 
will never recover from, with ORTHENE 
Turf, Tree and Ornamental Spray. 

ORTHENE8 
Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray 
For safety, always read and follow label directions. © 1992 Valent U.S.A. Corp. 
All rights reserved. ORTHENEisa registered trademark of Chevron Chemical Co. 



mingo Island Golf Club. Offering indi-
vidual as well as chapter team competi-
tion, this year's tournament was spared 
from the rainouts that had come to mar 
the event the past several years. 

This year also saw a rare playoff for 
the individual low gross champion. Af-
ter regulation play, Glenn Klauk, Mark 
Henderson, and Joe Ondo were tied with 
73s. Glen and Joe made long par-saving 
putts on the first playoff hole to tie Mark's 
tap in par putt and force a second hole. 
Unable to duplicate that feat again on 
the next hole, Glenn and Joe relinquished 
the title to Mark as he once again tapped 
in for the winning par. The Palm Beach 
Chapter continued its dominance by re-
peating as Team Champions. 

As always it was nice to spend some 
time with family, friends, and peers in a 
relaxed atmosphere that allowed us to 
share personal and professional experi-
ences, sunshine, sea breezes, and sun-
downs. 

In ternat ional Turfgrass 
Research Conference 
w i l l convene in 1 9 9 3 in 
Palm Beach at Breakers 

The world's leading researchers in the 
turfgrass industry will be coming together 
at the seventh International Turfgrass 
Research Conference, July 18-24,1993 at 
the Breakers Resort in Palm Beach. 

They'll be sharing the latest in turf-
grass environmental, chemical, biologi-
cal, management and breeding develop-
ments. 

This will be the first conference held 
in the United States in 20 years; past 
conferences have been held every four 
years in such locations as Canada, Ger-
many, France, Great Britain and Japan. 

Possibly 1,000 international turfgrass 
industry leaders and scientists will attend 
the event, sponsored by the International 
Turfgrass Society. 

The conference will showcase presen-

tations from more than 200 participants 
and feature symposia and plenary ses-
sions on selected, far-ranging topics. Ses-
sion titles include Water Conservation 
The Environmental Fate of Pesticides, 
Breeding of New Varieties of Turf, Pest 
Management and Soil Fertility. 

ITRC offers complete registration 
packages to all members. Local turfgrass 
professionals are encouraged to attend 
the event. 

The ITRC will also be offering 7-10 
day-length, pre- and post-conference 
tours of the nation's southeastern and 
west coast turf industry. 

Additionally, tours of several of 
Florida's local turf industry sites are be-
ing offered for those who are interested, 
including the newest environmental re-
search facility: Envirotron. 

Jointly funded by the Florida Turf-
grass Association and the State of Florida, 
the Envirotron is currently under con-
struction and located at the University of 
Florida campus. 

We understand 
the importance of 

a good mix. 
That's why it's important that you get to know Atlantic FEC. Because 

we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically 
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry. 

Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in 
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available in 

either normal size Killebrews or "small door" (24") Killebrews 
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated 

potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting 
green blend, also available 

Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at 
18375 S.W. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you 
can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC 

turfgrass professionals. 

Atlantic FEC 
Better Mixes Since 1923. 



THE TERRA TOPPER 
A New Concept in Topdressing 

TERRA SOFT BROOM 

Look At These Advantages 

•FAST: Does not lay the topdressing on top of the 
grass. No brushing is necessary. 

•SAVE: With a light topdressing 18 greens can be 
done in less than 2 hours with only 3 passes 
for average green. 

•CLEAN: Very little or no sand pick up when mowing. 

•QUALITY: Cut your greens longer and still maintain fast 
putting surface. 

•RESULT: Best putting surface available. 

THE TERRA T200 

G r e e n s - T e e s - A p p r o a c h e s 

The Terra 200 will give you a fast, quality job with a 
minimum of maintenance cost. It will do 1 1/2 acres per 
hour -10 minutes per green. 

This is the ideal machine to use for spiking. The new 
double 4" spiking blade does the job so smooth the golfer 
will never know you've been on the green. It will leave 400 
spiking holes in a 3 foot width. 

For brushing in topdressing or windrowing aerating cores: 
Do it with the Terra Soft Tender Rotary Broom. 

One pass over - 4 or 5 passes is not necessary as with 
a dragmat or barn brooms. 

THE TERRA T320 

Get the job done before the golfer knows you've started. 
Designed forfairways and large turf areas, the Terra 320 
can aerate 3 acres per hour with 3 1 /2" X 4" hole spacing. 
High production combined with low maintenance and 
initial cost make it the cheapest way by far to put holes in 
the ground. 

Getthe workdone when the ground is ready to aerate and 
end up with a clean quality job. 

for a demonstration, call... 

LEWIS EQUIPMENT CO, INC. 
320 Third Sf.,SW 

Winter Haven, FL 33880 

800/451-5622 



diverse 
BY LARRY KIEFFER 

Greg Plotner, CGCS, has worked 
at only two golf courses in his 11-
year professional career — and he 
built one and grew in the other. 

The 35-year-old environmentalist 
and superintendent at Tampa Palms 
CC began digging drainage ditches 
for Wadsworth Construction Co. at 
Sweetwater CC near Houston 
immediately after graduating from 
Southern Illinois University in 1981 
with a B.S. degree in plant and soil 
science. Five years later, he was on 
his way to Tampa to supervise the 
construction and maintenance of 
Tampa Palms. 

"I had a good background and 
training, but I just happened to get a 
few very good breaks," says Plotner, 
who took up golf at age 5 and 
landscape maintenance not much 
later, both under the tutelage of his 
father, an elementary school super-
intendent. 

"I started by taking care of the 
grounds at my Dad's school and 
that worked into a summer job with 
a landscape company through high 
school and college," he recalls. 

The 14 months of construction 
experience with Wadsworth at 
Sweetwater gave Plotner a taste to 
manage a golf course so, when the 
contractor pulled up stakes in 
Houston and headed to Phoenix, 
Plotner stayed on as an irrigation 
technician at the course built 
specifically as the centerpiece for 
LPGA headquarters. 

"I had no idea that one of the 
assistant superintendents would be 
leaving in a few months and that I 
would get his job," says Plotner with 
just a touch of wonder. "And a little 
later, the senior assistant left and I 
moved up." 

During his stint at Sweetwater, 
which was managed by Kindred & 

Natural beauty, 



Tampa Palms Golf and Country Club 

Co., Plotner helped set up and 
maintain the course for several 
LPGA qualifying schools and two 
tour events. In the summer of 
1986, Kindred offered Plotner the 
superintendent's post at a new 
course that was to be built by the 
Deltona corporation on a 1,000-
acre tract in the floodplain of the 
Hillsborough River. 

Fortunately, Deltona also had a 
set of plans by Art Hills, an archi-
tect well known for sensitively and 
sensibly transforming southwest 
Florida wetlands into wonderful 
golf courses. 

"Art did a great job keeping the 
natural beauty of the property 
intact while creating lots of eye 
appeal," says Plotner. 

"Most of the surrounding land is 
designated a nature preserve, 
adding a lot of pressure to be 
extremely careful when applying 
pesticides. 

"We have a tremendous amount 
of wetlands and upland forest areas 
that leads to a diverse habitat for a 
wide variety of plant and animal 
communities, which allows the 
golfer not only to enjoy a round of 
golf, but also to enjoy nature and 
all of its wonderful inhabitants. 

"This is a great place to exem-
plify that golf courses and nature 
can coexist to their mutual ben-
efit." 

To bolster that assertion, Plotner 
signed up Tampa Palms for the 
USGA/Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program (See story page 
36) in March of 1991 and it was 
accepted last October. 

"We hope to be certified as a 
sanctuary soon," says Plotner, 
pointing out that the Audubon 
Society must approve plans in 
seven different areas before Tampa 
Palms can be certified: public 

habitat, golfing pleasure 



involvement, environmental plan, wild-
life cover projects, wildlife food enhance-
ment projects, water conservation, and 
water enhancement. 

The same features that give Tampa 
Palms its beauty also create maintenance 
problems. For instance the high water 
table on the floodplain of the 
Hillsborough River — a major source of 
drinking water for much of the Tampa 
Bay area—keeps Plotner and his crew on 
the chemical edge. 

"Water quality is very important. We 
have to be very careful about pollutants," 
he says. "We do an extensive soil samp-
ling program to monitor what's going on 
as best we can. We even have a small kit to 
do some testing ourselves." 

Plotner uses the soil testing services 
provided by his various suppliers but 
would like some day to have a complete 
lab of his own right in his maintenance 
complex. 

"I've heard that somebody is coming 
out with a small self-contained lab that 

66 Water quality 
is very 

important. We 
have to be very 
careful about 
pollutants." 

might cost about $20,000 , but I think it 
would pay for itself in the long run," he 
says. 

Another problem is created by the 
dense uplands forest from which many of 
the holes were carved. 

Air circulation is far from ideal. Com-
bined with heavy rains and the high water 
table, the poor circulation continually 
challenges the Tampa Palms crew's abil-
ity to keep the Tifdwarf greens alive—let 
alone playable — in summer's high tem-

perature and humidity. 
"But it's all part of our job," says 

Plotner, who is responsible for the club-
house grounds and common areas as 
well as the golf course. He has a staff of 15 
fulltime employees and five part-time 
laborers. 

That's a good-sized staff for an 18-
hole golf course that plays 28,000 rounds 
a year, but Tampa Palms members get 
their money's worth. 

It's not a hacker-friendly facility. 
From the red tees, the course mea-

sures 4883 yards with a rating of 69.7 and 
a slope of 118. From the tips, it measures 
7004 with a rating of 74.2 and a slope of 
137. 

The Senior PGA Tour, whose players 
contributed 230± rounds to the annual 
total during the GTE Suncoast Classic 
from 1988-91, played it at 6631 yards and 
par 72. Nine of 78 entrants in last year's 
fourth annual Classic managed par or 
better through 54 holes. 

Please See Page 18 

We work at ground level... 
so you can 

play on top! 

Central Florida Turf, Inc. 
4516 East Kinsev Road 
Avon Park, FL 33825 

(813) 452-2215 • 800-422-1187 

T h e fact is, Central 
Florida Turf is working 
hard to provide you with 
superior workmanship in 
construction of new golf 
facilities, irrigation with 
all turf installations or 
renovation of existing 
golf courses... 
and all at a competitive 
price! 

Jeff Harstine 
President/Vice President 

Rodnev Davis 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Dennis Crews 
Sales Manager 

T h e new W e e d / S w e e p is a must for 
every golf course. You ach ieve 
prec is ion contro l of w e e d s by us ing 
new dr ip less chem ica l w i p i n g 
techno logy. T h e system c a n b e easily 
m o u n t e d o n a n ATV or pu l led b e h i n d 
a golf car t or smal l tractor. FREE 
brochure by mail or ask for a demo at 
your course. Don't put it off - Call today 

CHEMICAL 
CONTAINERS, INC. 

PO. BOX 1307 Lake Wales, FL 33859 < 

No bulky water tanks needed 
Precision placement on 
unwanted growth - no overspray 
Comes complete with pump, 
feed lines, filters 
Lightweight aluminum frame and 
mounting brackets 

800-346-7867 
(813) 638-1407 • Fax (813) 638-8132 

WEED/S WEEP 
Kills ÌAfeedS without spraying... 



Tampa Palms Gol f and Country Club 
Property: 7 5 0 0 ac res ( o r i g i n a l l y 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) o n f l o o d p l a i n o f H i l l s b o r o u g h River 

nea r T a m p a . 
Ownership: O r i g i n a l l y d e v e l o p e d b y D e l t o n a C o r p . ; then G u l f s t r e a m H o m e s 

a n d T a m p a Palms D e v e l o p m e n t C o . 
Management: S i m a n c o M a n a g e m e n t C o . , T a m p a . John Vest , g e n e r a l 

m a n a g e r ; Ron M c C o r m i c k , g o l f c h a i r m a n ; J im Jones, g r e e n s c h a i r m a n . 
Golf Course: O p e n e d 1 9 8 7 ; A r t h u r Hi l ls , a rch i tec t . 1 8 ho les ; p a r 3 6 - 3 6 - 7 2 ; 

4 8 8 3 - 7 0 0 4 y a r d s ; r a t i n g 6 9 . 7 - 7 4 . 2 ; s l ope 1 1 8 - 1 3 7 . 
Playing Policy: Pr ivate, 2 8 , 0 0 0 r o u n d s a n n u a l l y ; hos ted Sen io r P G A Tour 

GTE Suncoas t C lass i ce a n n u a l l y 1 9 8 8 - 9 1 . 
Terrain: W e t l a n d s a n d d e n s e u p l a n d s forest . C e r t i f i c a t i o n p e n d i n g as U S G A / 

A u d u b o n C o o p e r a t i v e S a n c t u a r y . 
Maintenance Staff: G r e g Plotner, C G C S , supe r i n tenden t ; 2 assistants, 2 

m e c h a n i c s , 2 s p r a y t echn i c i ans , i r r i g a t i o n t e c h n i c i a n , l a n d s c a p e 
t e c h n i c i a n , 2 c l u b g r o u n d s k e e p e r s , 5 fu l l t ime l abo re rs , 5 pa r t t ime 
l abo re rs . 

Greens: T i f d w a r f b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h 5 0 / 5 0 Pennl inks ben tg rass 
a n d p o a t r i v ia l i s ; 5 5 0 0 s q u a r e feet cut to 5/32. 

Tees: T i f ton 3 2 8 b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h p e r e n n i a l r yeg rass ; to ta l 4 
ac res cut to 7/t>. 

Fairways: T i f ton 4 1 9 b e r m u d a g r a s s not o v e r s e e d e d ; to ta l 2 5 ac res unde r 
h i g h m a i n t e n a n c e cut to 7/i6 to % . 

Roughs: T i f ton 4 1 9 b e r m u d a g r a s s o v e r s e e d e d w i t h r yeg rass a t 3 5 0 p o u n d s / 
a c r e a n d h i g h l y m a i n t a i n e d . C u t to 1 V* to 1 V2. 

Hazards: 1 3 lakes c o m p r i s i n g 4 0 ac res c o m e in to p l a y o n 12 ho les ; 4 2 
w h i t e s a n d bunkers . 

Water: G r o u n d w a t e r p u m p e d to contro l ler by VTII a n d d is t r ibuted by 5 3 0 heads. 

RegalStar 
IS THE 

NOXIOUS 
WEED 
GANG 

STEALING YOUR 
TURF QUALITY? 

Goosegrass, Crabgrass, Crowfoot, Spurges and 
Knotweed are just a few of a band of desperados out 
to steal the nutrients away from your turfgrass. Not 
only are they an ugly bunch, but they destroy turfgrass 
quality. 

One pre-emerge application of RegalStar"will get all 
the noxious weed gang while providing season-long, 
uniform Nitroform® nitrogen feeding. Turfgrass 
managers eveywhere are obtaining superior quality 
turfgrass from a single RegalStar" application. No 
costly multiple applications are needed. Get 
RegalStar™ for the very best results. 

Regal Chemica l C o m p a n y 
P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239 

PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621 -5208 

NITROFORM® (Nitrogen) is a registered 
trademark of Nor-Am Chemical Co. 

AquaGro® 
Advantage 

Advan tage is AquaGro® 
soi l wet t ing agent mo lded 
into a so l id pellet. Instead 
of sy r ing ing w i th p la in water, 
pop an A q u a G r o Advan tage 
Pellet into an app l ica tor 
and qu ick ly move water into 
the rootzone. 

• Touch up problem spots easily. 
• Turf safety in any weather. 
Available from your AquaGro 
distributor. 

The Advantage System 
AquaGro Advantage Pellets 

AquaGro Advantage Applicator 



Number 9 

Greg A . Plotner , CGCS 
Age: 35 

Education: B.S., Plant & Soil Science, Southern 
Illinois University, 1981. 

Professional Affiliations: Florida West Coast GCSA 
(president and external vice president), FTGA, 
GCSAA, Southwest Florida Water 
Management District (vice chairman, Green 
Industry Advisory Committee). 

Previous Employment: Wadsworth Golf Construction 
Co., irrigation technician 1981-82; 
Sweetwater CC, Sugar Land, Tex., assistant 
superintendent, 1982-1986; Tampa Palms 
G&CC, Tampa, superintendent. 

Hobbies: Fishing, softball, golf. 

Family: Wife, Nadene; son David, 10. 

Career Goal: Tve maintained a course for the LPGA 
and the Senior PGA Tour; Yd like to do a PGA 
Tour event sometime in my career." 



WHEN WE SAY NEW 
CHIPCO ALETTE WDG 

i s L o w DUST, 
WE'RE NOT 

BLOWING SMOKE. 

We're also not pulling your leg. Lying like a rug. Or otherwise fibbing either. Because new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand 
Water Dispersible Granule (WDG) is truly like a breath of fresh air. The hassle of loading and mixing has been 
virtually eliminated. And that's a fact, n With a formulation of free-flowing granules that pour like liquid, new 
CHIPCO® ALIETTE® WDG adds further convenience and cleanliness to an already top-ranked fungicide. Making 
the best Pythium prevention and protection money can buy even better, « The truth is, CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand 
fungicide protects every blade of turfgrass, even the roots, for up to 21 days. And just one application stimulates 
your turf's natural ability to fight off infection. Plus, a foliar application on a wide variety of ornamental 
and landscape plantings actually prevents Pythium and Phytophthora. v So this year, clean-up on Pythium 
with new CHIPCO® ALIETTE® brand WDG fungicide from Rhone-Poulenc. 

Brand Fungicide 

(fP RHONE-POULENC 
= = = = = Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC, 27709 For additional product information, please call: 1-800-334-9745. 

CHIPCO and ALIETTE are registered trademarks of Rhone-Poulenc. As with any crop protection chemical, always read and follow instructions on the label. ©1992 Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company 



From Page 14 

"It's very demanding, with little or no 
room for error," says Plotner, who plays 
to a 12 handicap. "You've got to think 
your way around and put each shot where 
it belongs. Complicating matters are the 
tall trees which shield or swirl the wind 
unpredictably, making club selection 
confusing." 

If the wind doesn't get you, the water 
will. Or the sand. Thirteen lakes com-
prising 40 acres come into play on 12 
holes and the 5500-square-foot greens 
are buttressed by 42 bunkers. 

"This is an extremely difficult course 
for the high-handicap golfer," says 
Plotner, who is president and external 
vice president of the Florida West Coast 
GCSA and is a member of the FTGA. He 
also has one of 11 seats on the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District's 
Green Industry Advisory Committee, 
which he serves as vice chairman. (Chuck 
Rogers at Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley 

Chapel, representing the FTGA, is the 
only other golf course superintendent on 
the committee.) 

He draws a parallel between the diffi-
culty of his golf course and the complex-
ity of his profession: the margin for error 
is slim... and diminishing. 

"This is no longer a career for 
greenskeepers and grass cutters," he says. 
"A few people are capable of picking up 
the scientific background on their own 
or through continuing education, but I 

strongly recommend that young people 
entering the field earn at least a B.S. de-
gree before taking on this kind of respon-
sibility. 

"There are endless opportunities in 
golf course management, but tomorrow's 
manager is going to have to be smarter, 
faster and tougher to survive under the 
increasing weight of regulation and tight-
ening noose of restrictions." 

He sees water as the greatest challenge 
facing the industry. 

"We need to learn how to use less of it 
and use it smarter. For those who rely on 
groundwater (as does Tampa Palms), the 
regulators must put them on water bud-
gets, not restrictions." 

If the job is getting so tough, why stay 
in it? 

"Look at this place," he says. "It's beau-
tiful. And every day brings a new obstacle 
— a fresh challenge to overcome. How 
many people have an office like this?" 

CHEMICAL CO. INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FL 33679 

CALL COLLECT: 
813-839-3363 

STUART COHEN 
EAST FLA. 

RUSS VARNEY 
WEST FLA. 

AmerAêuatic 
TOTAL LAKE CAPABILITY 

algae and aquatic weed control 
fountains, installation & service 

lake & littoral zone design 
fish stocking & breeding 
wetlands establishment 
floating weed barriers 
water quality testing 
silt/turbidity control 

lakescaping™ 
free surveys 

Serving golf courses and green spaces 
from Florida to the Carolinas 

Your lake's best friend. 
Florida Toll Free (800) 432-1349 
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Turf-Tec International 
4740 NE 12th Avenue 

Oakland Park, FL 33334 

1-800-258-7477 

• New Tree Planting 
• Transplanting 
• Root Pruning 
• Consulting Arborist 

Pruning, Tree & 
Stump Removal 

• Tree Rehabilitation 

— Complete Professional Arbor Care — 
WPB 407-965-2198 • Boca 407-499-4461 • Crystal River 904-795-9007 

Don't rebuild that bad green... Verti-Groove it! 

South Florida Grassing, Inc 
"A Leader in the grassing industry since 1964" 

419 SOD • 419 SPRIGS 
TIFDWARF * 328 * HYDROMULCHING * WILDFLOWERS 

* GRASSING & MULCHING 

DIRECT FROM HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA 
South of Stuart 

We provide reworking 
and planting 

services for fairways, tees 
and greens. 

Certified 419 
and Turfgrasses grown 

on gassed, irrigated 
sand land. 

Phone: (407) 746-7816 • (407) 546-4191 • Fax (407) 546-3482 
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"This is a great place to 
exemplify that golf courses 
and nature can coexist to 

their mutual benefit." 
Photos by 
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Milorganite 
FERTILIZER 

America's 
Number One 
Natural 

Organic 
Fertiliser 

• Many of the finest golf courses in 
America are fertilized with Milorganite. 
• Non-burning, cost-effective, turf fertilizer 
• 90% Water Insoluble Nitrogen (W.I.N.), slow 
release nitrogen promotes vigorous growth. 
• Rich in organic iron — 4% minimum 
guaranteed. 
• Supplies humus and improves water holding 
capacity of soils. 

For Milorganite in Florida, Contact 
Asgrow Florida, Plant City. 813-752-1177 
Atlantic Fertilizer, Homestead. 305-247-8800 
Harrell's Fertilizer, Lakeland. 813-687-2774 
Hector Turf, Deerfield Beach. 305-429-3200 
Howard Fertilizer, Orlando. 407-855-1841 
Lykes Agri Sales, Dade City. 904-567-5622 
Pennington Seed, Orlando. 407-295-6271 

Sunniland, Sanford. 407-322-2424 
TIECO, Inc., Panama City. 904-434-5475 
Vigoro Industries, Winter Haven. 813-293-3147 

Woodbury Chemical, Princeton. 407-291-4114 

Milorganite is the fertilizer golf has 
been growing since 1926. 



SPECIAL REPORT 

Dealing With Golf's Environmental Issues 
B Y J A M E S T. S N O W 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, USGA GREEN SECTION 

The 1990s might well be called the decade of the environ-
ment for golf in the United States. Officials at all levels 
in golf have been thrust together to deal with the attacks 

of people outside the game who contend that golf courses are 
harming our environment. 

The cost of building and maintaining golf courses has risen 
dramatically, and many proposed golf courses have never gotten 
past the initial planning stages because of the objections raised 
about environmental concerns. Organizations in golf including the 
USGA and the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 
are spending millions to investigate golf's environmental impacts 
and to educate golf course superintendents and others about the 
issues. 

It seems hard to believe, given the high profile status of the 
environment in golf today, that just a decade ago no one in golf 
thought much about terms like Integrated Pest Management (IPM), 
underground storage tanks, surface and groundwater protection, 
pesticide impacts on wildlife, and many more. 

What happened during that time to bring environmental issues 
to the forefront of golf? For one thing, environmental awareness 
became prevalent throughout society in the United States and the 
world. For another, golf enjoyed a worldwide boom, and the 
construction of many hundreds of golf courses caught the eye of 
environmentalists who are concerned about the effects of develop-
ment on the environment. 

Just what are environmentalists and regulatory agencies con-
cerned about when it comes to the construction and maintenance 
of golf courses? In a nutshell: 

• Potential for pesticide and nutrient pollution of our water 
resources 

• Use of scarce water resources for irrigation of golf courses 
• Loss of "natural" areas 
• Potential impact of pesticides on people, wildife and other 

organisms 
The United States Golf Association is involved in a number of 

environmental-oriented programs that address these concerns. 
Let's take a closer look at each one. 
Potential pol lut ion of ground, surface waters 

Given the importance of potable water resources to all facets of 
our lives, and that fresh water is scarce and expensive in many parts 
of the United States, it is understandable that people are concerned 
about activities that have the potential for polluting our precious 
water resources. Agricultural use of pesticides and fertilizers has 
caused problems for water supplies in the past, and people are 
naturally skeptical about claims that golf course activities don't 
pollute the streams that run through golf courses or the groundwa-
ter beneath the property. With groundwater, too, there is no 
second chance: once the aquifer is polluted, there usually is no way 
to clean it up. 

A summary of peoples' concerns about the pollution 
effects of golf course activities on water resources fol-
lows: 

Use of pesticides and other potential contaminates — Con-
tamination of groundwater with pesticides or other materials (e.g. 

gasoline) could render it unusable for drinking and other purposes. 
Contamination of surface waters could kill aquatic organisms and 
affect the biology of the waterways. 

Fertilizer Use — Nitrate contamination of groundwater is a 
potential health hazard. Pollution of surface waters with phospho-
rus and nitrogen are associated with the process of eutrophication. 

Erosion and sedimentation — Sedimentation caused by ero-
sion is primarily a concern during construction, and can cause 
damage to streams and lakes. Pesticides, phosphorus and other 
nutrients can be carried to waterways by this process. 

Thermal pollution — The removal of vegetation along stream 
banks and the discharge of warm water into streams from on-
course ponds can change stream ecology to the detriment of 
desirable fish populations and other organisms. 

For its part, the USGA is in the midst of a major research 
program to determine the effects of golf course activities on the 
environment and, where problems appear, to investigate alterna-
tives to current practices. 

As part of a three-year, $3.2 million research program, the 
USGA is supporting 17 university research projects involved in the 
following topic categories: 

• What happens to pesticides and fertilizers applied to golf 
courses; 

• The development of alternative (non-chemical) methods of 
pest control; 

• The effects of golf courses on people and wildlife. 
In the first category, there are eight projects looking at the loss 

of pesticides and nutrients through leaching, runoff, volatilization, 
and other means. Our understanding of how these products move 
in turfgrass systems, and what effects they might have on our water 
supplies, should be much more clear at the conclusion of this study 
in 1993. 

In a separate research program, the USGA has been and will 
continue to spend approximately $750,000 per year on 
turfgrass improvement, including a series of turfgrass breed-

ing projects to develop better grasses for golf. A major thrust has 
been to develop low-water-use grasses, but today much emphasis 
also is being placed on disease and insect resistance. Such grasses 
could significantly reduce pesticide use and help protect water 
supplies. 

The USGA also is trying to educate golf course superintendents 
and course officials about these concerns, so that proper measures 
can be taken during construction and maintenance to minimize 
pollution potential. Through the Green Section's Turf Advisory 
Service, USGA agronomists work with superintendents and offi-
cials to reduce pesticide use through the establishment of Inte-
grated Pest Management programs and other means. 

A major educational resource has recently been introduced by 
the USGA in the form of a 950-page book entitled Golf Course 
Management and Construction: Environmental Issues. The book 
contains more than 1,000 references from the scientific literature 
and takes a factual look at the issues and what can be done to 
minimize potential problems. A superintendent who spends time 
reading this book can develop a much clearer understanding of the 
principles behind golrs environmental issues and the practices that 
can mitigate golf's potentially negative effects on the environment.** 



Hunter GOLF 

Uninterrupted stream (top 
photo) can reach out to a 70' 
radius; diffused stream is 
used for close-in coverage. 

Clearwater, 813-573-9284 
Fort Myers, 813-936-5959 
Gainesville, 904-372-7196 
Hudson, 813-856-1138 

Longwood, 407-260-7000 
Orlando, 407-295-5850 
Sarasota, 813-957-4400 
Sarasota, 813-923-2517 

St. Petersburg, 813-823-6005 
Tampa, 813-621-2075 
Tarpon Springs, 813-942-3681 
For all locations: 800-347-4272 

INNOVATION IN IRRIGATION CONTROL 

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor 

¡CENTURY RAIN AIDI 11 Florida Locations 

The most advanced electronic irrigation controller available today is 
sophisticated, versatile and yet easy to use. The Hunter ETC calculates 
precise water needs for each of up to 24 stat ions, based on local 
evapotranspiration (or ET) rates, and automatically schedules and controls 
the application of that water. 

By turning and pressing a single knob, you can direct the ETC to 
schedule watering day after day, season to season, throughout the year. 

Working as a stand-alone unit, or as a member of a network, the Hunter 
ETC provides simple, cost-effective water management. Just what you'd 
expect from the Irrigation Innovators. 

Golf 500 
Spr ink ler 



SPECIAL REPORT 

USGA has provided a grant to the Audubon Society of New York State 

Use of wa te r resources i r r i ga t i on 
A growing population and an already limited water supply in 

many of the arid and semi-arid parts of the United States has made 
water use for golf course irrigation a sore subject for many residents 
of these areas. Even in the higher rainfall areas of the East and North, 
periodic droughts combined with large populations and high water 
demands have made golf course irrigation an issue in these areas 
from time to time. However, whereas an 18-hole golf course in the 
East might use 15 to 20 million gallons of water per year on average, 
golf facilities in the West can use 500 million gallons or more. With 
water and electricity (pumping) costs exceeding $700,000 per year 
in some cases, it is not surprising then that golf courses in these areas 
are seeking ways to reduce their use of potable water. 

In response, a growing number of golf courses are turning to the 
use of effluent (recycled water) for their irrigation needs. In some 
areas, new golf courses can't be built unless they agree to use effluent 
water for irrigation. Though effluent systems generally work very 
well, concerns about high salt levels, heavy metal contamination, 
disease organisms and other issues make this a controversial alter-
native in the eyes of some. 

To take a closer look at the issues surrounding the use of 
effluent on golf courses, the USGA is spearhead-
ing a symposium on this topic in March 1993 from 

which a comprehensive proceedings will be published. 
As mentioned earlier, a major effort of the USGA Turfgrass 

Research Program is the development of new grasses for golf that 
use less water. Improved salt tolerance also is a goal, since ground-
water (and effluent water) in many of the more arid parts of the 
country tends to be quite salty. 

There are several angles to this work: 
1) Taking native, drought- or salt-tolerant rangeland grass 

species and attempting to improve (or improve further) their turf 
characteristics for golf course use (e.g. blue gramma - Bouteloua 
gracilis; fairway crested wheatgrass - Agropyron cristatum; alkaligrass 
- Puccinellia spp; curly mesquitegrass - Hilaria belangeri; buffalograss 
- Buchloe dactyloides); 2) Taking existing low-water-use turfgrasses 
and improving certain characteristics to expand their range of 
adaptation so they can be used to replace high-water-use cool 
season grasses (e.g. bermudagrass - increase cold hardiness; 
zoysiagrass - improve establishment rate and length of growing 
season); 3) Taking vegetatively propagated low-water-use warm 
season grasses and developing improved seeded types to obtain 
wider use (bermudagrass, zoysiagrass); 4) Taking existing turf-
grasses and reducing their water use rates (bentgrass, zoysiagrass). 
The work is going quite well, and there will be a number of lower-
water-use grasses on the market during the next few years. 

Finally, water conservation is being achieved by encouraging 
golf courses to take advantage of existing irrigation technology. 
Savings of up to 50% or more could be realized at many courses if 
they upgraded their systems and educated themselves about how to 
use these systems effectively. 

Less of " n a t u r a l " areas 
It is estimated that there are about 14,000 golf courses in the 

United States, representing approximately 1.3 million acres (533,000 
hectares) in golf course turf and a total of up to 2.3 million acres 
(940,000 hectares) dedicated to golf course facilities, including 

clubhouses, parking lots and other areas. New golf course facilities 
today can easily require 150 to 250 acres of land, and much more 
if located in or near wetland areas or other properties with difficult 
terrain or environmentally sensitive areas. Housing developments 
featuring a golf course can mean the development of thousands of 
acres, of course. 

Some people believe that the construction of a golf course 
and the development of surrounding lands represents 
the loss of a significant amount of natural lands, habitat 

for important wildlife, plant species and other organisms. This is 
particularly a concern to them when the course is located in or near 
wetlands, forests, and other environmentally sensitive areas, where 
course activities could also affect remaining natural areas. It is true 
that the land developed as a golf course is often severely disrupted 
during construction from the standpoint of its value as wildlife 
habitat. But it is also true that many existing golf courses are 
outstanding examples of widlife sanctuaries, particularly in urban 
and suburban areas. Nevertheless, many courses could do a much 
better job of managing their property for the benefit of wildlife, and 
it wouldn't have to cost much to accomplish or affect the playability 
of the course to a great degree. 

To assist golf courses in enhancing their properties for the 
benefit of wildlife and other natural resources, the USGA has 
provided a grant to the Audubon Society of New York State to 
expand a program called the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program for Golf Courses. 

The program is an attempt to involve golf course superinten-
dents, course officials and golfers in habitat enhancement projects 
and other resource conservation measures. The environment bene-
fits from the programs carried out by golf courses, and golf benefits 
from receiving recognition for its conservation efforts. After just a 
year since its official start, more than 460 golf courses are partici-
pating in the program. As a further sign of its commitment to the 
environment, the USGA has sponsored the writing of a book 
tentatively titled On Course With Nature. It will be several hundred 
pages long and all contain information about how to protect or 
restore natural ecological communities on golf courses and other 
managed properties. Specifically, it will encourage superinten-
dents, course officials and architects to consider naturalization as 
an alternative to our more traditionally manicured landscapes on 
golf courses. The book should be available by early to mid-1993. 

Potent ia l effects on peop le and w i l d l i f e 
In many instances, wildlife benefits from the presence of golf 

courses in urban and suburban communities, where green space 
often is limited. But sometimes wildlife falls victim to golf course 
activities as well, particularly when certain pesticides are used. 
Bird-kills and fish-kills are the most visible forms of pesticide 
impacts, but many other types of wildlife can be lethally and sub-
lethally affected when pesticides are used. Reproduction, behavior, 
physiology and overall health can be compromised, eventually 
causing death, susceptibility to predation, or other problems. 

Most golf course superintendents enjoy the many forms 
of wildlife on their courses and would do nothing 
intentionally to hurt them. However, most sub-

lethal effects of pesticides on wildlife are not at all apparent, and it's 
fair to say that most people simply would be unaware of the 
negative effects of their pest control activities. Also, very little 



"Best overseeded grasses 
on the putting green were 

Sabre and Cypress n 
cultivars of Poa trivialis 

1992 University of Florida Dormant Bermudagrass 
Overseeding Trial - Gainesvil le, FL. 

We're not surprised that 
Cypress Poa trivialis is getting 
high marks from professionals 
throughout the South. 

Private and university trials 
have shown Cypress to be a 
premier overseeding grass 
that's driving the competition 
to distraction! 

Cypress Poa trivialis establish-
es fast and can be cut close 
i m m e d i a t e l y , even a f t e r 
overseeding. As your Bermuda-
grass goes dormant, Cypress 
will provide the finest dark 
green putting surface with no 
interruption in play. You won't 
have to raise mowing heights 
or stop play to let the grass 
become established. 

Cypress is tolerant to shade 
and damp soils. This unique 
prostrate growing variety 
thrives in cool weather and will 
survive cold weather that will 
damage turf-type ryegrasses. 
But most important, Cypress 
will maintain its dark green 
color all winter long. 

Cypress is available alone, or 
blended with Creeping Bent-
grass and Streaker Redtop 
Bentgrass depending on cus-
tomer preference. 

CYPRESS 
Poa trivialis 

As the weather turns hot in the 
spring, Cypress will die 
out naturally as your 
Bermudagrass begins 
to grow. Cypress 
will not choke out your 
Bermudagrass in the spring 
as some heat tolerant 
perennial ryegrasses do. 

Cypress is a product of 

TURF 
I MERCHANTS 

IN FLORDIA CONTACT: 
OBIE LAWSON STEVE GOEDEREIS 
TERRA INTL. 
MT. PLYMOUTH, FL 
904-383-1692 

SUNNILAND CORP. 
SANFORD, FL 
407-322-2421 



SPECIAL REPORT 

Development of new golf courses threatened 
research has been done to document these effects on golf courses. 

In response to the need for research, the USGA is funding a 
three-year study at The Institute of Wildlife and Environmental 
Toxicology at Clemson University concerning the effects of golf 
course activities on wildlife. An attempt will be made to identify the 
products and management practices which reduce non-target wild-
life exposure to pesticides. The investigation is focusing on two 
areas: 1) developing a thorough water sampling program to mea-
sure the quantity of pesticides reaching adjacent marshes, and 2) 
assessing the potential for exposure of wildlife to pesticides on the 
golf course and adjacent areas. 

Some people claim that golf courses are of interest or value only 
to people who play golf and that use of recreational land for golf 
course development serves the needs of a limited segment of the 
population. This argument may sound plausible on the surface, yet 
it is clear that many non-golfers chose to pay a premium to live 
adjacent to golf courses, for example. To gain a better understand-
ing of the human benefits of golf course views, the USGA is funding 
a study at Texas A&M University to identify and measure the 
physiological and emotional effects of off-site views of golf courses, 
and compare these effects with those resulting from viewing other 
common types of urban land uses. 

Also, the study will identify and measure the effects of viewing 
golf courses (from a workplace window, for example) on the 
performance of cognitive tasks relevant to the productivity of 
administrators and other employees. If positive benefits of golf 
courses can be scientifically validated for off-site users, this infor-
mation can be put in the hands of people involved in land use 
decisions, to the benefit of golf. 

Summary 
Current maintenance standards and the development of new 

golf courses in the United States is threatened today by concerns 
about the detrimental effects of golf courses on the environment. 
The task facing the game of golf involves the following: 

• Develop a greater scientific understanding of the impact of golf 
courses on the environment. 

• Where potential problems exist, develop alternative practices 
or programs that minimize the negative effects of golf courses. 

• Educate golf course superintendents, course officials and 
golfers about golf's environmental issues and what they must do to 
help protect the environment and the game of golf. 

• Educate regulatory officials, environmentalists and the public 
about the environmental benefits of golf courses and what is being 
done within the game to protect the environment. 

The United States Golf Association is spending millions for 
research and educational programs to address golf s environmen-
tal issues. As information becomes available through these pro-
grams, it will be shared with interested parties throughout the 
world for the benefit of golf and the environment. 

CYPRESS 
MULCH 

Economical Bulk Loads 
or 

Convenient Bags 

Wood Stakes 
• SURVEYING 
• CONSTRUCTION 
• LANDSCAPING 
• FARMING 

DELRAY STAKE AND SHAVINGS INC. 
9500 W. Atlantic Ave. 

Del ray Beach, Florida 33446 
(407) 737-6458 

Special 
GOLF 

COURSE 
MIXES 

Sterilization Available 

Since 1948 

Florida Silica 
Sand Co., Inc. 

Dade County 
949-3521 

Broward County 
923 8323 

Complete Line Of 
LANDSCAPE 

Materials 
Red Ball 

Diamond Clay 



COVERING FLORIDA 
WITH 
KNOWLEDGE, PRODUCT, 

AND SERVICE 

Woodbury provides a 
complete product line of 
chemicals, rodenticides, 
fertilizers, herbicides, 
fumigants, and equipment. 

PROFESSIONALS AT WORK FOR YOU 
PRINCETON, FLORIDA POMPANO BEACH FLORIDA TAMPA, FLORIDA ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
P.O. Box 4319 4100 North Powerline Rd. P.O. Box 5016 6150-A Edgewater Dr. 
Princeton, FL 33032 Suite W3 Tampa, FL 33675 Orlando, FL 32810 
(305) 258-0421 Pompano Beach, FL 33073 (813) 247-3621 (407) 291 -4114 
FLA. WATS 800-432-3411 (305) 970-0535 Pinellas Cty. (813) 823-0017 FLA. WATS 800-695-1231 

FLA. WATS 800-654-2015 FLA. WATS 800-282-2719 



HANDS ON By Steve Kuhn, 
Golf Course Superintendent, 
Doral Country Club 

Fertilizer 
Trends, blends, and programs 

Of all the concerns of turf management, South Florida 
superintendents are overwhelmingly most confi 
dent in their decision-making about fertilization. 

Yet, in compiling results of shop talk discussions, I found a wide 
disparity in fertilizer ratios, nutrient sources, application rates 
and frequencies. 

A. Fine-Prilled 
Greens Mix 

B. Fairway Mix 

C. 100% 

Organic 
Fertilizer 

D. Ammonium 
Sulfate 

While insecticides and fungicides are applied according to 
label rates, we are usually not as confident in the selection or the 
expected results as we are with fertilizer decisions. Call it ironic, 
a paradox, whatever, but these are the traits of our profession 
that keep us focused to the job at hand and make every new day 
a challenge. 



MAKE TIME FOR FNATS 

Make time now for the Florida Nursery and Allied Trades Show 
(FNATS), the showcase of Florida s environmental horticulture industry. 

September 11,12, and 13 
Orange County Convention/Civic Center, Orlando, FL 

This year's FNATS promises to be time well spent: 
• Exhibits, Industry Contacts, News and Information • FNGA Landscape Awards Presentation 
• National Horticulture Short Course • Florida Certified Landscape Contractor 
• FNATS Booth Auction Test Review 

Pre-Register by August 15 and Save Children and Adult Tickets Same Price 
For More Information Contact 

5401 Kirkman : 407-351-2610 



HANDS ON 

FERTILIZER RATIOS 
When the results were tabulated, an 

overall Nitrogen(N)-Phosphorus(P)-
Potassium(K) ratio of (7-1-7) was found 
to be the average used in South Florida 
on greens and tees. Superintendents with 
newer USGA-type spec greens tend to 
use higher P and K ratios in their fertiliz-
ers, while those with specific phosphorus 
deficiencies are having additional phos-
phorus blended directly into their top-
dressing mix. Supers with older, slower 
draining greens are using lower P ratios. 
Higher K analysis fertilizers are a definite 
trend. 

The average fairway ratio was found 
to be (5-1-5). When compared to the 
greens blends, most supers felt that less N 
and K are needed due to less leaching, 
higher heights of cut, and the return of 
grass clippings to the soil. 

Mark Richard of Greynolds Golf 
Course, a public facility which plays over 
100,000 rounds per year, likes to apply 
higher N and K ratio fertilizers during 
the winter when play is heavy to get as 
much growth as possible and to harden 
the turf off to wear and cold spells. In the 
summer, he will totally back off the ni-
trogen. 

SOURCES OF NITROGEN 
On both greens and fairway mixes, 

sulfur-coated urea was the leading source 
of nitrogen. SCU was found to be used by 
30% of the superintendents on greens 
and by 55% on fairways. IBDU was pre-
ferred by 25% on greens and 20% on 
fairways respectively. A popular choice 
in fairway mixes by 20% of the supers 
was ammonium sulfate, due mainly to 
low prices and quick availability to the 
plant. 

Although most superintendents on 
high pH soils using SCU or ammonium 
sulfate agreed that these sources failed to 
lower soil pH, they felt that using sulfur-
coated or sulfate forms of nitrogen was 
effective in their overall programs. Bill 
McKee at Oak Tree Country Club says 
he uses the sulfate form of nutrients when-
ever possible on his pH 7.8 soils. He 
believes it allows him to get the fullest 
availability of all the elements, especially 

Many 
superintendents are 
testing slow release 

products, particularly 
the natural organicsy 

to reduce application 
frequency and total 
pounds of nutrients 

used. 

iron and manganese. 
Nutrient leaching, particularly N and 

K is of major concern in selecting the 
source. While SCU and IBDU are the 
slow release leaders, natural organics and 
resin-coated fertilizers are quickly gain-
ing popularity. Homogenous blends with 
slow-release coatings are seen by many to 
be the environmentally sound approach 
to nutrition for the future. 

The importance placed in choosing a 
greens mix is evident when an 
overwhleming number of supers agreed 
that, "if budget was not an overriding 
factor in purchasing a fertilizer product 
for greens," they would not change their 
current source of N. In terms of pricing, 
quality, and results, they were already 
using what they felt was the best greens 
mix available. 

APPLICATION METHODS 
Walking rotary spreaders are used on 

greens by 70% of the supers in South 

Florida, while 25% have their fairway 
mixes applied by contract services. Cit-
ing quick, accurate, and trouble-free ap-
plications, superintendents are increas-
ingly choosing contractors to apply bulk 
loads. Many courses close the first tee at 
noon and the operator follows the last 
group of golfers so as to not disturb play. 
In season, to avoid any loss of revenue, 
some courses have resorted to night ap-
plications. 

APPLICATION RATES 
Most superintendents apply their 

greens fertilizers at 1.0 pound of nitrogen 
biweekly. However, 35% apply at .75 
pound of N rate on a slightly more fre-
quent basis in order to avoid growth 
spurts. Nearly all superintendents indi-
cated a 1.0 pound of N per month rate on 
tees. Fairways were evenly divided be-
tween 1.0 pound of N 4-6 times per year 
or 1.5 pounds of N 3-5 times per year. 
The average yearly rates of nitrogen were 
21 pounds on greens, 12 pounds on tees 
and 6 pounds on fairways. 

Many superintendents are testing slow 
release products, particularly the natural 
organics, to reduce application frequency 
and total pounds of nutrients used. USGA 
spec .greens are causing many area 
superintedents to rethink their approach 
to greens fertilization. They are backing 
off from rigid application schedules of 
the past and are instead monitoring the 
color and clipping yields to determine 
when to fertilize — a much more objec-
tive approach. They believe they can re-
duce overall fertilizer usage, have more 
consistent color, reduce growth spurts, 
and adapt to changing conditions by us-
ing this approach. 

S U M M A R Y 
South Florida superintendents believe 

their goal of producing the best product 
for the dollar has always remained the 
same. It is the latest challenges of new 
fertilizer technology, a shift towards 
USGA spec greens and golfers demand-
ing higher levels of quality which keeps 
them searching for that ideal program. 



We Supply It, So 
You Can Work It. 

FOR PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE, 
THESE EXPERTS SERVICE YOUR AREA. 

David Miller Central Florida 
Jim Sartain West Coast 
Bob Schroeter North Florida 
David Cheesman Treasure Coast 
Shawn Zakany South Florida 
Jim Wells Central Florida 
Tracie Rodwell Everglades 
David Barnes Ridge 
Mike Ayer West Coast 
Marty Griffin Palm Beach 
Mike Miles Sun Coast 
Mel Hal lack Ridge 

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR 
YOUR GOLF COURSE, ITS 
MAINTENANCE AND 
APPEARANCE. 
FERTILIZERS AND SOIL 
AMENDMENTS 
Lykes Agri Sales 
Ringer Turf Products 
Liquid Ag Systems Inc. 
Dakota Reed-Sedge Peat 

CHEMICALS 
Helena Chemical Co./Ag Resources 

SEED 
Pickseed West Inc./Ag Resources 

EQUIPMENT 
Club Car Carryall 
Ransomes Turf Equipment 
Daihatsu Hijet 
Florida Sprayers Inc. 
Crosley Trailers 
Easy Picker Driving Range Vehicles 
Douglas Rollers 
RedMax Reciprocators 
Rainjet Fountains 
Windfoil Sprayers 

ACCESSORIES 
Cylex Granite Signs 
Standard Golf Co. 
Lewisline American Eagle 
Par Aide Products 
FlexStake 
Motorola Radius Radios 
DNA Sun Helmets 
Hammers Recycled Plastics 
Fox Valley Marking Paints 
Lundrain Drainage Material 
Spyker Spreaders 
Master of the Links Wood Products 
Hole-in-White (Cup Brightener) 
Lapping Compound 

2582 OLD COMBEE ROAD 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33805 

1-800-330-8874 • (813)665-5800 • FAX 667-0888 
Golf A Ventures 

a complete line ol golf course products 



Weeds of 
Southern 
Turf grasses 

NoWy there's 
a practical 
easy-to-use 
guide to 
identifying 
weeds of 
Southern 
turfgrasses 

Golf Courses, Lawns, 
Roadside, Recreational 
Areas, Commercial Sod 

By Tim Murphy, Daniel L. Colvin, 
Ray Dickens, John W. Everest, David Hall 
and Lambert B McCarty 

Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses is an easy-to-use practical 
weed identification guide that contains 437 color photographs of 
193 weed species that are found i n southern tu rfgrasses. The book 
was developed specifically for turfgrass managers; however, it 
will be useful to anyone interested in identifying weeds of 
southern turfgrasses. Taxonomic decriotions accompany each 
species and emphasize important identification characters. 

Through the guide is most applicable to the South, many of 
the weeds species shown are found across the United States. 
Consequently, the geographical range of each weed species is 
listed for the United States as well as the world. 

Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses will be a valuable identifi-
cation guide for golf course superintednents, lawn care compa-
nies, roadside managers, sod growers, recreational facility man-
agers, chemical company representatives, extension agents, vo-
cational agriculture teachers, turfgrass students and anyone inter-
ested in weed identification. 

• 437 total color photographs 
• Color Photographs of 193 weed species 
• One to three photographs of each species 
• Twelve sedge species, 39 grass species and 135 species of 

broafleaf weeds are included. 
• Easy to understand descriptions, including the life cycle, 

are discussed for each species. 
• A glossary of taxonomic terminology is included. 
• Each species is indexed by common name, scientific name 

and alternative common and scientific names. 
• The book contains 208 pages, a waterproof, tearproof 

cover and is sized 6 by 9 inches for convenient trans-
port in commercial vehicles. 

ORDER FORM 
WEEDS OF SOUTHERN TURFGRASSES SP-79 

Name. 

Street Address. 

City/State/ZIP. 

Send Order to: Publications 
P.O. Box 110011 
Gainesville, FL 32611-0011 

Make Checks Payable to: University of Florida 

Number of Copies of book ordered 

x $8.00 per copy = $ 

Florida residents add 6% sales tax 

Total enclosed $ 

Indudes shipping and handling 



An Un-Welcome Sight! 

Take Aim With Sunniland 
Molecricket Bait 

Sunniland 
Regional Managers 

Dennis Varady (407) 332-9078 
Steve Goedereis (407) 964-9478 

Wayne Carmichael (904) 272-4891 
Joe Kempeneer (813) 743-2643 

Post Office Box 1697, Sanford, Florida 32772-1697 Telephone (407) 322-2421 • 1-800-432-1130 

Your 
Sand Man 

Choker Sand • Greens Mix • 
Trap Sand • Bunker Sand • 
Rock • Dolomite • Hi-Cal 

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc. 
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 • (813) 676-9431 



FERTILIZATION 

Finding the proper soil pH 
From the mmmmmm̂ mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmt̂ mtm̂ m̂ ^ 

Soil pH affects availability of nutrients 
pH 

From the 

Superintendent's Journal 

Are you getting 
the biggest 
bang for your 
fertilizer buck? 

When you spend money for product 
and labor to apply fertilizer to your golf 
course you and your superiors want to 
see "green" results. You also want a 
healthy dense stand of turf with good 
roots to withstand grooming pressure, 
drought, and pest attacks. 

Fertilizing a golf course takes a lot of 
planning and a little bit of luck to avoid 
interfering with play and fooling Mother 
Nature. Not everyone has the luxury of 
closing Mondays like some of the private 
clubs to take care of such critical tasks. 
Because it can be such an onerous job 
under heavy play pressure or changing 
weather conditions, you want to get the 
maximum benefit for your effort. 

One of the most basic factors for good 
fertilizer interaction with your turf is the 
proper soil pH. The graph (shown on the 
right) shows how the availability of nutri-
ents is affected by different pH levels. The 
ideal level for bermudagrass is centered 
around 6.5. A low pH can be raised one 
unit at a time by applying one ton of lime 
per acre. Conversely, a high pH can be 
lowered by applying one ton of sulfur per 
acre. Because sulfur has the potential to 
burn the turfgrass, it may be wise to limit 
application to the cooler months of spring 
and fall. Depending on the product used, 
split applications at half rates may be 
advisable. Lime is relatively safe, but is 
often a dusty nuisance during applica-
tion. 

Case in point:_The soil used to build 
two new courses at Disney's Bonnet Creek 
Golf Club, Eagle Pines and Osprey Ridge, 
had a background pH of 4.5 - 5.0. Prior to 
planting the course the pH was not prop-

erly adjusted. We have been persistently 
applying Granulime to correct the situa-
tion. Unfortunately, pH adjustments are 
sometimes painfully slow. This low pFI 
condition resulted in a longer than nor-
mal grow-in period, and poorly rooted 
turf in many areas that were severely 
damaged by a recent hollow tine 
aerification.We're closed for a few weeks 
for some post-construction renovation, 
and we'll be applying more lime to raise 
the pH up to an acceptable level. 

One of our sister courses at the Disney 
Inn, The Palm Course, has rebuilt its 

greens this summer. Their greens with a 
proper pH in the soil mix are almost 
totally covered with two to three weeks 
growth. 

The moral of the story is to make sure 
that your soil pH is in the proper range so 
that all the nutrients you apply will be 
available to your turfgrass plant. Soil sam-
pling can be done by the superintendent 
or by one of his regular fertilizer vendors. 
The relatively inexpensive pH test can be 
a significant tool in helping to maximize 
your fertilization program. - Joel Jackson 



STOLLER S SYSTEM GREEN 
N-HIR GR + TRUE-FULLY 

Spray Stoller's N-HIB GA + TRUE-FULLY rifflMganeV TRUE-FULLY Fe + Mn is the 
+ UREA NITROGEN in the same application top performer in all soil conditions. It has no 
for healthy, long lasting emerald green turf. to little stain factor. TRUE-FULLY Fe + Mn is 
N-HIB GA stabilizes urea nitrogen so it re- fast becoming the turf professional's choice 
mains available to turf plants, instead of for the 90's. 
evaporating as a gas, or leaching. TRUE- Spray STOLLER'S SYSTEM GREEN and 
FULLY feeds essential chelated iron and JQ>- enjoy 60 long days of emerald green color. 

For information on Stoller's 
full Turf product line, contact 
your fertilizer/pesticide dealer or 

STOLLER CHEMICAL 
Formulated to Grow 

Stoller Chemical of Florida 
P.O. Box 1227 

Eustls, Florida 32727-1227 
1-904-357-3173 



FEATURE 

Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program 
Not only has it gained support among golf course 
superintendents, but the USGA has donated funds 
BY KIT BRADSHAW 

Ron Dodson—founder, booster, educator and ombudsman 
for the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program — has a goal 
for 1992. He wants 1,000 golf courses in the country as partici-
pants in this program by the end of the year. So far, 450 courses 
have signed up for the program. 

Dodson told a group of Florida golf course superintendents 
who met at John's Island West on June 19 that even with the 
remarkable success of the 
Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program in a little 
over a year, the Audubon 
Society is still out on a limb. 

"When I left my vice 
presidential post with the 
national Audubon Society 
and went to the New York 
Audubon Society as presi-
dent, I wanted to make the 
Society reach out in a posi-
tive way," Dodson said. 
"This program does this. 
But because we are the first 
conservation or environmental group to cooperate with golf 
courses to enhance the environment, we've taken our shots 
from these other groups and they are watching this program 
closely." 

The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for golf 
courses allows any course the opportunity to enhance its wildlfee 
habitats, practice sound conservation activities, have environ-
mental planning and utilize effective Integrated Plant Manage-
ment. The unique part of the program is although the goal is 
universal — the active environmental enhancement of the golf 
course — the plan for each course is customized. 

Ron Andrews, golf course manager of Grand Harbor in Vero 
Beach, pointed out that "John's Island West was built in a 
natural setting, and has great potential in this program. But the 
best part about the cooperative sanctuary program is that even 
a course with parallel holes can be a little better environmentally 
with the program. 

"And, the golf course superintendent doesn't have to do all 
the work," Andrews added. "At my course, I intend to enlist the 
support of the residents who want to maintain the bluebird 
boxes, for instance, and have them be part of the program." 

Not only has the program gained support among golf course 
superintendents, but the USGA has donated funds toward the 
program which enabled Dodson to expand the activities and the 
staff to promote the cooperative sanctuary program. 

Dodson says the involvement of the USGA has been signifi-
cant. 

"The program started when an upstate New York golf course 
called because they had problems with skunks running on the 
property. We helped them eliminate the skunk dens, so the 
skunks moved elsewhere. Through word of mouth, other golf 
courses contacted us for help in making their courses more 
conducive to increased wildlife activities without damaging the 

course. 
"Then, I happened to 

talk with the USGA, and 
not only told them about 
our small successes to that 
point, but our vision of 
what could be accom-
plished with the coopera-
tion of golf courses. We 
already had programs for 
schools, businesses and in-
dividuals, and we felt golf 
courses were an excellent 
place to continue our con-
servation effort. The 

USGA agreed, and in 1991, it make a $30,000 donation on the 
condition that I devote a signficant portion of my time to 
developing the program. These funds also provided us with the 
printed materials to distribute." 

Dodson's efforts resulted in 280 courses joining the program 
last year, and with that success came the need for additional staff. 
The USGA donated $ 100,000 to the program for 1992,1993 and 
1994, Dodson said, which provides for additional staff and 
printed materials. 

Dodson's involvement hasn't stopped with his nearly con-
tinual traveling to educate golf course superintendents about 
the program. He is moving the program forward in several 
directions. Among these are: 

• The On Course with Nature publication, funded with a 
USGA grant, which will provide an comprehensive ecosystem 
map and corresponding information about native plants and 
their benefits in each ecosystem. It will be available in early 1993. 

• A 15-minute video describing the Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program for golf courses which will be distributed to 
every golf course in the country beginning in August. 

• A expansion of the program for developers and golf course 
architects before a golf course is built. The foundation of this 
expanded program are the Audubon Sustainable Resource 
Management Principles, which cover a variety of areas of con-
servation and environmental awareness and make them part of 

The program started 
when an upstate 

New York golf course 
called because they 
had problems with 

skunks. 
Ron Dodson, founder, 
of the Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program 



Florida's 44 members of the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary Program 

How to enlist in the 
Audubon Cooperative 

Sanctuary Program 
Want to be part of the Audubon Cooperative Sanctu-

ary Program? Here's How: 
1. Register by sending $ 100 to the program in care of 

Audubon Society of N. Y. State, Inc., Hollyhock Hollow 
Sanctuary, Route 2, Box 121, Selkirk, NY 12158. 

2. The ACSP will send you a resource inventory 
questionnaire, which you will use to provide information 
on your property. You can augment this inventory with 
topography maps, photographs, elevation maps, etc. 

3. Upon receipt of the resource inventory, the ACSP 
will review the information, call for clarification, if needed 
and then provide you with a conservation report that is 
specific to your golf course. The report will give sugges-
tions and guidelines for environmental enhancement 
projects that will improve wildlife habitat, conserve water, 
etc. 

4. After receiving the report, you will form a resource 
committee composed of your staff members, players, 
citizens in the area, the cooperative extension consultant, 
etc. This committee will review the recommendations from 
the ACSP to determine which projects are financially and 
logistically feasible. When this is determined, you then 
send the ACSP the list of your committee members and the 
committee's environmental plan of action. 

5. If the committee determines that you want certifica-
tion, you can obtain it by fcllowing the recommendations 
in seven areas: 

A. Environmental planning 
B. Public involvement 
C. Integrated Plant Management 
D. Wildlife cover enhancement 
E. Wildlife food enhancement 
F. Water conservation 
G. Water enhancement 
6. You may work on one or two of the seven areas at 

one time, and then, as feasible, work for certification in 
other areas. The implementation of the ACSP suggestions 
remain with the golf course superirtendent and the course 
officials. 

7. For further information,call the Audubon Society of 
N.Y. State at 518-767-9051. 

Alaqua Country Club 
Amelia Island Plantation 
Bent Pine Golf Club 
Country Club at Jacaranda West 
Country Club of Florida 
Countryside Executive Golf Course 
Deering Bay Yacht & Country Club 
Disney World: Eagle Pines Golf Course 

Lake Buena Vista Club 
Magnolia Golf Course 
Oak Trails Golf Course 
Osprey Ridge Golf Course 
Palm Golf Course 

Don Shula's Hotel & Golf Club 
El Conquistador 
Errol Country Club 
Feather Sound Country Club 
Fiddlesticks Country Club 
Golf Club at Marco 
Green Point Golf Resort Community 
Grenelefe Golf & Tennis Resort 
Hawk's Nest Golf Club 
Hole-ln-The-Wall Golf Club 
Hunter's Creek Golf Course 
Island Country Club 
John's Island Club 
Jupiter Hills Club 
Lauderhill Golf Course 
Loblolly Pines 
Loxahatchee Club 
Marriott Orlando World Center 
Martin County Golf & Country Club 
Matanzas Woods Golf Club 
Meadows Country Club 
Oak Tree Country Club 
Oceanside Country Club 
Old Marsh Golf Club 
Orange Tree Golf Club 
Pelicans Nest 
Pine Oaks of Ocala 
Pipers Landing Country Club 
Quail Ridge Country Club 
Sawgrass Country Club 
Sebastian Municipal Golf Course 
Tampa Palms Golf & Country Club 
TPC at Sawgrass 

Longwood 
Amelia Island 

Vero Beach 
Venice 

Village of Golf 
Clearwater 

Miami 
Lake Buena Vista 

Miami Lakes 
Brodenton 

Apopka 
Clearwater 
Fort Myers 

Marco Island 
Eastpoint 

Grenelefe 
Vero Beach 

Naples 
Winter Park 

Marco Island 
Vero Beach 

Jupiter 
Lauderhill 

Hobe Sound 
Jupiter 

Orlando 
Stuart 

Palm Coast 
Sarasota 

Fort Lauderdale 
Ormond Beach 

Palm Beach Gardens 
Orlando 

Bonita Springs 
Ocalo 

Palm City 
Boynton Beach 

Ponte Vedra Beach 
Sebastian 

Tampa 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

the construction of the course and its buildings. Those develop-
ers who cooperate in the program and utilize the staff recom-
mendations for the project will earn Audubon Signature Status. 

"We still have obstacles to overcome with the program," 
Dodson told the superintendents. "This ranges from apathy 

to concern that the Audubon Society will use the information 
obtained in the course survey to undermine the golf course. 
There has been the perception that we are sneaks and will use the 
information to stop permitting. But, as the program grows, and 
the superintendents become educated about it, I think this 
program will help change this perception." 



Turf Industry 
Roundup 

Jacklin Seed Co. has donated seed-testing labo-
ratory equipment worth more than $7,000 to 
Beijing Agricultural University. The equipment, 
custom manufactured by Hoffman Manufactur-
ing Co. of Albany, Ore., will help the university 
develop seed testing standards and procedures 
which will be standardized with the United States. 

Turf Industry 
Roundup 

Companies doing 
business with golf 
course superintendents 
in Florida are invited 
to submit their news 
releases to The Florida 
Green, c/o Janlark 
Communications, P.O. 
Box 336, Auburndale, 
FL 33823. 

Books & 
Videos 

Weeds of Southern 
Turfgrasses is hot off 
the presses and is one 
of the best weed 
identification books 
Tve ever come across. 
Good clear photo-
graphs are hard to 
come by and this book 
is chock full of them. 
437 to be exact. 
Unfortunately for my 
golf course, I recog-
nized too many of the 
193 weed species 
covered in this 208 
page handbook. An 
order form and more 
information can be 
found on Page 30. 

— Joel Jackson 

Brandell Products, manufacturer of 19th Hole 
brand practice putting cups and other golf-related 
items, has been sold to an unidentified group of 
Chicago investors who will continue to operate 
the Lake Bluff, 111.-based firm under its current 
name and format. 

• • • 

Randy Rogers is a new senior market specialist 
for Lebanon Turf Products. He will specialize in 
training and sevice to Lebanon's distributor net-
work. Lisa Dacey and Rick Miller have joined the 
domestic marketing department at Jacklin Seed 
Co. in Post Falls, Ida. 

• • • 

Linda Van Der Zee has been promoted to 
manager of education and seminars for the Florida 
Foliage Association. She has been succeeded as 
advertising specialist by Elaine Hudson. 

Arthur Hills of Toledo, Ohio, was elected 
president of the American Society of Golf Course 
Architects during the organization's recent 46th 
annual meeting at the Southampton Inn on Long 
Island, N.Y. 

Hills has designed more than 100 courses and 
renovated more than 70 others throughout the 
United States and abroad during the past 25 years. 
He has more than 20 Florida courses to his credit, 
including three recently featured on Florida Green 

covers; Wilderness CC in Naples, Coral Oaks 
Municipal GC in Cape Coral and Tampa Palms (in 
this issue). 

Other officers elected at the meeting were Gerald 
Matthews, Lansing, Mich., vice president; Donald 
Knott, Palo Alto, Calif., secretary, and Jeff Brauer, 
Arlington, Texas, treasurer. Alice Dye of Delray 
Beach is the only Florida architect on the ASGCA 
board of governors. 

Two Florida architects were among seven asso-
ciate members elected to regular membership: 
Jack Nicklaus of North Palm Beach and Steve 
Smyers of Tampa. Among the five courses Smyers 
completed as an ASGCA associate were Crescent 
Oaks in Tarpon Springs (Mike Swinson, 7 Rivers 
GCSA) and Highlands Ridge in Sebring (Dan 
Smokestab, Ridge GCSA). Nicklaus did not sub-
mit any Florida courses for evaluation. Other new 
members elected to regular membership were Fred 
Bliss, Santa Rosa, Calif.; Bruce Charlton, Palo 
Alto, Calif.; Ron Kern, Noblesville, Ind.; Jay 
Moorish, Tulsa, Okla.; and Kyle Phillips, Palo 
Alto, Calif. 

Mariana Nork is the new manager of The Club 
Foundation, an educational subsidiary of the Club 
Managers Association of America. 

Michele M. Thomas of Shawnee Hills, Ohio, 
has won the inaugural $1,000 scholarship offered 
by the Turf and Ornamental Communicators 
Association "to encourage people of ability to 
consider green industry journalism as a career." 
Thomas is a horticulture major at Ohio State 
University. 

• • • 

Product News: EPA has approved a supple-
mental label for M-Pede insecticide, allowing use 
of the fatty acid insecticide on turf for control of 
soft-bodied pests, including mole crickets and 
cinch bugs. M-Pede is manufactured by Mycogen 
Corp., San Diego.... EPA has approved ConSyst 
fungicide, which has both contact and systemic 
actions, for use on all types of ornamental turf-

Lisa Dacey Rick Miller Arthur Hills Randy Rogers 



grasses and many ornamentals. Con-Syst 
is manufactureed by Regal Chemical Co., 
Alpharetta, Ga. International Seeds and 
Jacklin Seed Co. have released C.E.O., a 
creeping bentgrass blend of Cobra, Putter 
and Emerald. It is recommended for over-
seeding bermudagrass. 

Golf Course Builders 
Assn. of America 
ini t iates cert i f ication 

As many as 40 of the nation's leading 
contractors may become the world's first 
Certified Golf Course Builders this sum-
mer at the Golf Course Builders Associa-
tion of America's summer meeting in St. 
Louis Aug. 12-14. 

Before a builder may use the designa-
tion "Certified Golf Course Builder," he 
first must complete an application packet 
and then pass an examination of 100 
objective questions covering 14 topics 
related to golf course construction. 

The examination will be the final event 
in the three-day meeting which will fea-
ture two days of educational programs 

and social events in conjunction with the 
PGA Championship at Bellerive CC. 

Examination topics will include his-
tory of golf course design and layout, 
clearing, earthmoving, finish grading, 
drainage, green construction, trap con-
struction, irrigation, fertilization, seed-
ing, soil structure, regulations, building 
structures and cart paths, and grow-in. 

Before taking the examination, a 
builder must first 1) establish that he has 
been in the golf course construction busi-
ness for at least five years and has com-
pleted three golf course projects within 
the last five years; 2) provide references 
from individuals in five of the following 
categories: course owner/developer, golf 
course architect, engineer, irrigation de-
signer, golf course superintendent, mu-
nicipality, certified golf course builder; 
3) provide references from each of the 
following: financial institution, credit 
references, insurance company, bonding 
company. 

To retain certification, a builder will 
have to attend at least one GCBAA edu-
cation session per year. "Builders will 

have to re-certify periodically — at least 
every five years and maybe as often as 
every three years," said Phil Arnold, 
GCBAA executive vice president. "The 
board hasn't set the term yet." 

Education programs at the summer 
meeting will focus on the Allied Associa-
tions of Golf and technological develop-
ments in construction and golf course 
operations. Among the speakers lined up 
is Jim Snow, director of the USGA Green 
Section. 

"The point of the certification pro-
gram is to identify competent, trustwor-
thy golf course builders. The examina-
tion shouldn't be considered like a bar 
exam. A competent, experienced golf 
course builder should have no trouble 
passing it, " said Arnold. 

The questions will be drawn from a 
pool of 300 gathered by a committee 
whose members sought advice from sci-
entists, engineers, superintendents, de-
velopers and architects. 

"Some of the best questions came from 
our own members," Arnold said. 

The certification program comes on 

GO AHEAD! 
Take Your Best Shot. 

We've been setting the standards for 
Commercial and Industrial sand for 47 years. 

Choose from 80 different grades 
including the finest: 

• Greens Mix Sand • White Trap Sand 
• Choker Sand 

• Dry, Sterilized Tbp Dressing Sand i 
• USGA Peagravel 

All our sands meet USGA Requirements 

For the best product and customer 
service, call one of our three Florida locations today. 
Post Office Box 35 
Hwy. 17 & 92 North 
Davenport, FL 33837 
Phone (813) 422-1171 
FAX (813) 422-8610 

JACKSONVILLE BRANCH 
600 East 8th Street 
Jacksonville Fl 32206 
(904)3550516 
FAX (904) 355-2022 

MIAMI BRANCH 
4101 N.W. 70th Avenue 
Miami, FL 33166 
Dade (305) 593-1430 
Broward (305) 524-5322 



ROUNDUP 

the heels of the successful launch of the 
charter membership program designed 
for companies that wish to support the 
GCBAA programs. 

Less than a month after the directors 
approved the new membership category, 
five companies had paid the one-time 
charter fee (minimum $5,000): Perry O. 
Dye Designs International, Inc., Perry 
Dye; Dye Construction of California, Neil 
Iverson; Wadsworth Golf Construction 
Co., Paul Eldredge; Jacklin Seed Co., 
Doyle W. Jacklin; and Irrigation Supply 
Co., James J. Kirchdorfer. 

Arnold announced that the GCBAA 
has agreed to continue the tradition of 
conducting its summer meeting in con-
junction with the PGA Championship 
for at least the next three years. 

The Golf Course Builders Association 
of America was founded in 1970 to pro-
vide comprehensive programs and ser-
vices to all segments of the golf course 
construction industry in the rapidly 
changing regulations and technology of 
golf course construction. 

Education courses 
o f fe red th rough 
UF Extension Service 
in Sanford 

The University of Florida Coopera-
tive Extension Service educational pro-
grams for 1992-93 are designed to dis-
seminate the most recent and relevant 
educational information to the commer-
cial turf industry. Courses are co-spon-
sored by the University of Florida Coop-
erative Extension Service, Central Florida 
Research and Education Center, Sanford. 
For information about any course listed 
below, contact Uday K. Yadav, extension 
director and commercial horticulturist at 
407-323-2500, Ext. 5559. 

Educational Programs 
Sept. 11 -12,1992 - National Horti-

culture Short Course, sponsored by the 
Florida Nurserymen & Growers Associa-
tion in cooperation with the University of 
Florida Cooperative Extension Service at 
the Orange County Civic Center, Or-
lando. For information contact Linda 
Adams at FNGA, 407/345-8137. 

Oct. 2,1992 - Landscape Ornamen-
tals Research Field Day, sponsored by 
the UF Coop. Extension Service, CFREC, 
Sanford. 

Oct. 15,1992 - Plant Nutrition/ Fer-
tilizer Management, sponsored by the 
UF Coop. Extension Service, CFREC, 
Sanford. 

Nov. 10,1992 - Human Relations 8c 
Business Management, sponsored by the 
UF Coop. Extension Service, CFREC, 
Sanford, Fla. 

Jan. 15, 1993 - 8th Annual Mid-
Florida Turfgrass Conference, spon-
sored by the U. of Florida Cooperative 
Extension Service, at the Seminole Com-
munity College, Sanford. 

Feb. 11, 1993 - Urban Tree Confer-
ence, sponsored by the U. of Florida Co-
operative Extension Service, Coop. Ex-
tension Service Auditorium, Sanford. 

March 16,1993 - Environmental Is-
sues, sponsored by the UF Coop. Exten-
sion Service, CFREC, Sanford. 

April 23,1992 - Insects That Feed on 
Trees 8c Shrubs, sponsored by the U. of 
Florida Cooperative Extension Service, 
Seminole Community College, Sanford. 

May 23, 1993 - Water Quality For 
Horticulture, sponsored by the U. of 
Florida Cooperative Extension Service, 
Coop. Extension Service Auditorium, 
Sanford, Fia. ^ 

Trends in Resort and Daily Fee Golf, 
1992 Edition, is a statistical review from 
the National Golf Course Owners Asso-
ciation incorporating 1991 operating and 
financial data on approximately 100 daily 
fee, resort, and semi-private golf courses 
throughout the United States. 

The publication shows revenue per 

round, average income and expenses, golf 
course maintenance expenses, mainte-
nance costs per hole, average expense 
variations 1991 v 1992, and food and 
beverage revenue per round. Data are 
reported by regiona and by type of course: 
resort, daily fee and semi-private. 

The report was designed with the as-
sistance of Pannell, Kerr and Forster to 
complement the NGCOA's Uniform Sys-
tem of Accounting for Daily Fee and Resort 
Golf Courses, which allows for the direct 
comparison of financial information be-
tween operations. 

Trends is $50 to NGCOA members 
and $75 to nonmembers; the Uniform 
System is $20 to members and $30 to 
nonmembers. Contact NGCOA at 800-
933-4262. 

Turfgrass Technical Manual by 
Jacklin Seed is a step-by-step guide to 
selecting, planting and maintaining its 
varieties. 

The publication is designed to assist 
golf course superintendents and turf pro-
fessionals in identifying the varieties, 
blends and mixtures, recommended seed-
ing rates, and planting instructions best 
suited to a variety of golf course applica-
tions. 

Published in a loose-leaf binder, it 
also contains troubleshooting informa-
tion to ahlep diagnose and treat common 
turfgrass diseases and maintenance prob-
lems. 

The manual is free from Jacklin; tele-
phone 208-773-7581 or fax 208-773-
4846. 

T U R F G R A S S 
Q U I Z : 

Answer: 

Hot fertilizer burn. 
A quickly available 
nitrogen fertilizer was 
applied on wet grass 
without washing it in. 

Reference L ibrary 



Now You Can Treat For 
Mole Crickets 
Come... 

smcp 

Dursban* Cricket Bait and 
Dursban* Weatherized Cricket Bait 
from Southern Mill Creek Products 
protects tender grass roots from the 
appetites of hungry mole crickets 
under wet or dry conditions. 

Southern Mill Creek Products 
Company and DowElanco have been 
working together for over four 
decades, providing our customers a 
consistent mix of quality, service and 
Dursban Brand Insecticide products. 

For support you can rely on, come 
rain or shine, call: 
Southern Mill Creek Products Co., Inc. 
5414 N. 56th St., Tampa, FL 33610 1 (800) 282-9115 

* Dursban is a trademark of DowElanco 

and still get Dependable 
Grass Roots Protection 



AFTERWORDS 

Superintendents: Offensive linemen of golf 
Wise Words from Wisconsin 

The Wisconsin GCSA's newsletter, The Grass Roots, edited by Monroe 
Miller, CGCS, is always chock full of good reading. Monroe's efforts have 
managed to earn the GCSAA's Best Editorial Content many years running. 
I found Chad Eberhardt's article "The Offensive Linemen of Golf" in the 
May/June issue worthy of sharing with all our readers. It is reprinted with 
their permission. — Joel D. Jackson, Editor. 

BY CHAD EBERHARDT 

Have you ever 
felt that the 

only time you ever 
got noticed, as a golf 
course superinten-
dent, is when some-
thing goes wrong on 
the golf course? 

It kind of makes 
you feel like an of-
fensive lineman in 
football. After all, 
when they're execut-
ing correctly, offen-
sive linemen go un-
noticed by the aver-
age fan. In fact, the 
only time you will 
hear an offensive 
lineman singled out 
in the NFL is after he 
has committed a 
penalty and the ref-
eree announces his 
number. 

Recognition and 
fame on offense usu-
ally starts with the 
quarterback, then 
goes to the running 
backs, wide receivers and tight ends. Then comes the offensive 
linemen. 

But the truth of the matter is that the others would have little 
success if the offensive linemen weren't doing their jobs. 

This anonymity is one of the reasons that good offensive 
linemen must have an enormous amount of self-esteem and 
self-confidence. They must believe they are good performers, 
capable of blocking anyone they may face. 

Without this inner confidence, an offensive lineman always 
will be thinking about being defeated and not focusing on what 
he must do on each and every play. 

Go ask the golf pro at your club which football position he 
thinks he can relate to. The answer will undoubtedly be the 
quarterback. After all, it's the most glamorous big money posi-
tion on the team. 

When the offense is successful, the praise is directed toward 

the quarterback. When the offense fails, offensive lineman are 
usually at fault for lack of blocking. 

Can you still relate? You bet! 
Offensive lineman are the foundation for the whole team. 

They have to be solid. And they are. 
In order to be successful, every position on a football team 

from the QB to the OL must work together to form a cohesive 
unit. Likewise, a part-
nership of mutual 
respect and under-
standing between the 
golf pro and the su-
perintendent is in-
valuable to both. A 
true partnership is 
one in which the best 
interests of the club 
are promoted and 
maintained. 

Have you ever 
wondered 

why we don't have a 
"Superintendent of 
the Year" award? 

It's because of the 
same reason an of-
fensive lineman 
doesn't win the NFL 
MVP award. There's 
nothing to base rec-
ognition upon. The 
only stats kept on an 
OL is his number of 
penalties. 

Should the most 
valuable golf course 
superintendent be 
the one who has the 
fewest things go 

wrong in a year? Forget it! Recognition has to be a personal 
thing. 

Use our friend, the good old offensive lineman, as an ex-
ample. Mental toughness allows him to take the field on series 
after series, year after year. He knows each time that he is 
winning little battles that ultimately will be reward with a team 
victory. 

With mental toughness comes a willingness and stubborn-
ness to keep on trying, plus an enormous pride in individual 
performance on each and every down. 

A good offensive lineman hangs in there and takes the shot, 
then lines up and does it again. His durability is impressive. They 
never miss a game or practice during the season. They can't. 
There cannot be any surprises. 

Sounds very familiar, doesn't it? 



The Original 
Clear Liquid Fertilizer Company 

For Your Turf Featuring... 
Flow Sensitive Injections Systems 
Total Concept Service, Delivery, 
Field Service, and Custom Blend 
Programs 

• Micro Green micro nutrient products 
• Enviro Green slow release products 
• Enviro-Safe Containment Systems 
• pHairway Water Treatment 

Liquid Fig 

stems, ine 

Pompano 
1-800-432-2249 
305-971-0022 

Ft. Myers 
813-565-5565 

Premium Quality Sod & Sprigs 

Nutri-Turf. Inc. 
O N E O F T H E A N H E U S E R - B U S C H C O M P A N I E S 

This Turfs For You! 

Premium Grade Tifgreen (328) 
Premium Grade Tifdwarf 

Premium Grade Tifway (419) 
Premium Grade Tifway II 

1 6 1 6 3 Lem Turner Road 
Jacksonv i l le , FL 3 2 2 1 8 - 1 5 5 0 

( 9 0 4 ) 7 6 4 - 7 1 0 0 
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 2 9 - T U R F ( In F l o r i d a ) 



AFTERWORDS 

Real superintendents don't wear earrings 
u 

One summer morning a few years ago, a young employee — 
a college student — came to work with a gold earring dangling 
from one ear. 

David Noltner took one look at him 
and calmly offered this: "Jeff, I'm going 
over to my tool box, get a pair of big 
pliers and walk back. If you don't have 
that jewelry out of your ear when I get 
back, I'm going to yank it out with those 
pliers." 

The kid never moved on the golf 
course as fast as he did removing his 
earring. He was lucky Dave wasn't offer-
ing a haircut; his long blond locks needed 
trimming. I was relating the story that 
night to my family. They didn't find it as 
humorous as I did. In fact, daughter 
Holly said, "I know, Dad. REAL super-
intendents don't wear earrings." 

Some of Holly's friends do, though. 
The boys, I mean. 

So, with thanks to Holly and apolo-
gies to the originator of "real men don't 
eat quiche," here's my REAL list for golf 
course superintendents. 

• Real golf course superintendents don't wear earrings. Their 
employees don't wear them either And they certainly don't wear 
gold necklaces. 

• Real golf course superintendents wear work boots to the 
golf course. Not boat mocs and for sure not tennis shoes. 

• A real golf course superintendent never wears $75 slacks, 
especially to work. 

• A real golf course superintendent owns at least ten pairs of 
blue jeans. He also still wears a belt, not as a fashion 
(mis)statement, but to keep his pants up. He doesn't believe 
wrinkles are "in vogue" either. 

• Real golf course superintendents discard a shirt or pair of 
pants when it's worn out, not when it's out of fashion. 

• A real golf course superintendent doesn't wear cologne to 
work; he would rather smell like the shop than a house of ill 
repute. 

• A real golf course superintendent is never mistaken for the 
club's golf pro. Even less likely is being mistaken for the club-
house manager. 

• Real golf course superintendents will always list green as 
their favorite color When you're from Wisconsin, red may tie 
green for first. 

• A real golf course superintendent always considers a "Made 
in America" tag as an important criterion in purchase decisions. 

• Real golf course superintendents never drive those little 
pickups made by Nissan or Toyota or lsuzu. They drive either 
Fords or Chevys (1/2 ton or larger). Occasionally you'll see a real 
superintendent in a Dodge truck, indicating one of his members 
owns a Dodge dealership. 

• When it comes to cars, you won't see a real golf course 
superintendent (from Wisconsin, at least) driving a Saab, 

Peugeot, Volvo, Audi, Fiat or BMW. 
He doesn't drive Japanese or Korean 
cars, either. 

• And speaking of vehicles, real golf 
course superintendents, at least those 
from Wisconsin, use real turftrucksters 
on their golf courses. They wouldn't 
have those little white imports with the 
skinny tires and no traction. We don't 
care how popular they are in Califor-
nia. In fact, that is reason enough NOT 
to run them! 

• A real golf course superintendent 
never "does lunch" nor participates in 
"power lunches". Lunch time was 
meant for eating. In fact, real superin-
tendents have lunch at mid-morning 
and eat dinner at noon. The evening 
meal is called "supper." 

• A real Wisconsin golf course su-
perintendent drinks real beer, not lite 
beer, not wine and for sure not ice 
cream drinks. Real cheese is his favorite 

snack. He drinks milk at every meal and feels unsatiated if he 
hasn't had beef for either dinner or supper. Really. 

• A real golf course superintendent decides on how long to 
run his irrigation system himself and never leaves that duty to a 
"weather station". 

• A real golf course superintendent decides on the radio 
stations allowed play time in his shop. No station featuring 
music by Jeb and the Haystacks is permitted. Neither is one 
playing tunes by Dougie and the Druggies. 

A real superintendent listens to light rock or the music of 
your life. 

• Real golf course superintendents don't fertilize their lawns 
more than once a year They simply do not need the extra work. 
When mowing is required, each does his own. No riding mow-
ers and no self-propelled mowers allowed. 

• A real golf course superintendent doesn't fib about 1) how 
much nitrogen 

A real golf 
course superinten-

dent doesn't like 
flowers on his golf 

course. He'd 
rather use the time 

and money spent 
on pansies and 

petunias for trees. 

BY MONROE MILLER, GCS 
Blackhawk Country Club, Madison, Wisconsin 

from Jottings from the Golf Course Journal 
Repr in ted b y Permiss ion 



he applies on his putting greens each year 
2) the stimpmeter readings for his put-
ting greens, 3) the height of cut of his 
greens and fairways, 4) how much poa 
annua he really has, and 5) his salary. His 
ego isn't tied to any of the above. 

• A real golf course superintendent 
doesn't like flowers on his golf course. 
He'd rather use the time and money spent 
on pansies and petunias for trees. They're 
a real man's plants. Flowers are reserved 
for clubhouse landscapes. 

• Given his druthers, a real golf course 
superintendent would do away with all 
tee and green equipment — the furni-
ture, the signage, ball washers, rakes, club 
cleaners, score card boxes, water coolers, 
etc. "Give them a flag stick to shoot at and 
let em play," says the real golf course 
superintendent. Many golfers feel the 
same way. 

• A real golf course superintendent 
greatly prefers reel mowers to rotaries. 

He understands the difference between 
cutting and mowing. He likes cutting 
better. He knows that rotary mowers are 
hackers to be used only when the ground 

isn't suited for reel (real!) cutters. Rota-
ries finish a distant second to reels. 

• A real golf course superintendent 
realizes that poa annua is one of the best 
golf turfs growing; he is perfectly capable 
of maintaining it in a superb playing 
condition. 

• Real golf course superintendents 
are morning people, and they greatly pre-
fer dawn to sunset. They subscribe to Ben 
Franklin's creed — early to bed, early to 
rise makes a man healthy, wealthy and 
wise. Except for the "wealthy" part. 

• A real golf course superintendent 
doesn't jog. After 10-12 hours of work 
each day on the golf course, he doesn't 
have to. He likely wouldn't have the en-
ergy and absolutely wouldn't be seen in a 
cute, tight little jogging suit. 

Before anyone gets his nose bent out 
of shape, let me confess I don't meet all 
the qualifications and criteria of a real 
golf course superintendent, either. I only 
own six pairs of blue jeans and proudly 
maintain flower beds on the golf course. 

But make no mistake: this golf course 
superintendent doesn't wear earrings. 

BROOKSIDE LABORATORIES 
•Soil testing/Analytical services 
•Irrigation water testing 
• Environmental testing 

Providing a direct line of communication 
between the course manager and the lab 

TOM BURROWS 
Turfgrass Analytical Service 

•GCSAA certified 'Penn State grad 
•FGCSA Past President «28 yrs as supt. 

•1989 FGCSA Distinguished Service Award 

407-692-1221 
1741 San Souci St Stuart, FL 34994 

(305) 581-0444 

SPREAD-RITE, INC. 
CUSTOM SPREADING 

FERTILIZER • DOLOMITE • ARAGONITE 

LAMAR SAPP 

6001 S.W. 19th STREET 
PLANTATION, FL 33317 
MOBILE: (407) 479-9417 

TERRA 
Positioned to Meet Industry Needs 

Professional Turf + Horticulture 
Vegetation Management + Pest Control 
No matter what business you're in, we get the products 
to you when and where you need them. And that leaves 
you with more time to do what you do best—run your 
business. 

Think of Terra as 
your business partner. 
Our goal is to supply 
you with a complete line 
of chemical, fertilizer 
and seed products that 
is supported by the best 
technical advice avail-
able in the industry to-
day. 

The Terra product 
line includes pesticides 
and adjuvants from all 
of the major manufac-
turers, plus our own quality Riverside brand. Fertilizers 
and seeds are supplied by the best producers in the 
industry. 

Complete soil and plant tissue analyses and 
fertility recommendations are also available. 

Call your nearest Terra location today! 

r - \ 

Ellcnton (813)723-1821 \ \ (800) 762-3201 I I 
Ft Pierce (407)466-6607 I 

(800)451-9832 ^ Z \ Labeile (813)675-6688 \ A (800) 523-5244 \ \ Lakeland (813)682-4151 V * (800) 752-6615 A Tavares (904)343-5577 

Terra 

W e are dedicated to helping turf grass 
managers do their jobs more efficiently by 

striving to provide the best parts 
and service available 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
TORO C U S H M A N / R Y A N OLATHE 
TORO IRRIGATION CUSHMAN INDUSTRIAL STANDARD 
GREEN MACHINE TRENCHMASTER PAR AIDE 
BILLY GOAT OTTERBINE BROYHILL 
POWER TRIM NATIONAL MOWERS CYCLONE 
FOLEY BERNHARD EXPRESS DUAL GANDY 
MAI BO CHEM-PRO SPRAYERS WINDMILL 
OHIO ALLEN HOVER MOWERS VICON 
CROSLEY TRAILERS HAMMER RECYCLED PLASTICS 

SALES MANAGER, Don DeLoney 

(407) 333-3600 
JACKSONVILLE 
1741 Hamilton St. 32210 

(904) 387-0516 
TERRITORY MANAGERS 

Carl Heise 
John Higgins 

Bob Ward 

LAKE MARY 
300 Technology Park 32746 

(407) 333-3600 
TERRITORY MANAGERS 

Phil Bradburn 
James Griffin 



Trashing the Planet 
A book that explains 
exactly what is and 

is not happening to the 
environment 

BY TERRY McIVER 
MANAGING EDITOR, LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT MAGAZINE* 

Many of our readers are skeptical when it comes to stories 
about how industry is destroying the environment. Some of the 
skepticism comes from the fact that they make their livings by 
caring for the earth. But they also feel a 
righteous indignation, because they 
know that the facts are being twisted or 
not reported. 

There is, however, a book that ex-
plains exactly what is and is not happen-
ing to the environment, and it would 
make a great gift for special clients: 
Trashing the Planet by Dixy Lee Ray and 
Lan Guzzo (1990, Regnery Gateway Pub-
lishers, Washington, D.C.) 

Ray once headed the Atomic Energy 
Commission, was governor of Wash-
ington, and has been associated with the 
U.S. Bureau of Oceans. She's also taught 
zoology at the University of Washing-
ton. Guzzo is a TV-radio-newspaper-
man and author. 

Trashing the Planet is loaded with 
factual information refuting every eco-
crisis you've come to love over the years: 

The greenhouse effect: If the severe winters of 1978,1982 or 
1989 didn't convince you that the earth is not overheating, 
consider that, according to Ray, the computer models used to 
predict global warming are too simplistic and contain much 
guesswork. There also are variables that affect temperature that 
we can't control: ocean temperature, currents, volcanic erup-
tions, solar activity. 

And while reduction of C02 is advisable, the great fluctua-
tions of earth's temperature cast doubt on the belief that man's 
increased carbon dioxide output is causing global warming. 

The ozone layer: As Ray explains, the thickness of the ozone 

layer changes periodically. Natural layer fluctuations are about 
15 percent, and brief. 

"The term 'ozone hole', " writes Ray, "is misleading since it 
persists for only a few weeks. The Antarctic ozone 'hole' grew 
during the early 1980s becoming large in 1985 smaller in 1986 

and reaching its greatest size in 1987. In 
1988, the 'hole' did not appear as ex-
pected. It was finally discovered — only 
15 percent as large as predicted and dis-
placed over the ocean." 

Ray also reports that penetration of 
ultraviolet light reaching the earth's sur-
face has been decreasing up to 1.1 per-
cent each year. 

Pesticides — The amount of natural 
pesticides we eat every day is at least 
10,000 times the level of pesticide resi-
due from agricultural use of synthetics. 

Acid rain — There are many sources: 
decaying organic matter in swamps and 
wetlands; volcanoes; lightning. Man-
made sources have been reduced by more 
than 40 percent since the Clean Air Act of 
1970. 

Other man-made pollutants include 
volatile organic compounds, ammonia and hydrocarbons. But 
insects and disease have combined to kill more trees than any 
man-made source. 

Man's stewardship is far from perfect, as Ray admits. But the 
point of much of Trashing the Planet is that change — and 
taxpayer-funded clean-up programs — must be based on fact, 
not assumptions, and science must be allowed to play its part in 
further developments and solutions. 

If you've not read Trashing the Planet pick up a copy. The 
science is easy to follow, and it contains common sense we can 
all understand. 

* Reprinted by permission ^ 
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DARKER—CLEAN MOWING — TOP RATED FOR OVERSEEDING 

PATRIOT II is an advanced generation synthetic 
variety developed through two cycles of recurrent 
mass selection of its parent variety Patriot. In this new 
turfgrass, we were able to decrease growing height, 
increase disease resistance and darken foliage color. 

PATRIOT II maintains the fine texture exhibited by its 
parent. Its turf forms an attractive, clean mowing 
dense sward. 

PATRIOT II is adapted to the cool moderate 
climate areas of the U.S. But, most importantly, 
this new variety posseses characteristics 
that adapt so perfectly to the unique 
problems of overseeding dormant 
Bermuda greens in the south. 

In fact, PATRIOT II was 
the top named variety 
at trials at Gainesville, 
Florida, and ranked 
third at Mississippi 
State! 

PATRIOT II is a product of: 
TURF 
MERCHANTS 

Distributed By: 
OBIE LAWSON 
TERRA INTERNATIONAL 
31138 Prestwick Avenue 
Mt. Plymouth, Fl. 32776 
Phone: 904-383-1692 



Cleaning out my desk 

Green 
Side Up 

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS 
Editor 

The time has come to slip the 
surly bonds of editorship and seek 
solace and redemption in my "day 
job." You know, the one they call 
being a golf course superintendent. 

What a passage these past four 
years have been! Bentgrass greens, 
FGCSA Presidency, double bypass 
surgery, return to Disney, and oh 
yeah, through it all, editor of The 
Florida Green. But the times they 
are a-changing. New job, new golf 
course, new challenges. It is time 
for a new editor. 

So, I'm giving up the top spot on 
the masthead. Oh, I'm not jumping 
ship. I'm just going to slip down 
below and help out in the galley for 
awhile. We need someone else to 
plot the course and steer the ship. 
Someone who's been round the 
horn. Someone who's seen rough 
weather. Trying to manage a four-
color magazine can be a significant 
burden for a solo sailor, so the 
FGCSA Publications Committee is 
trying to muster a conscientious 
crew to help the new skipper sail 
the ship. 

Just a few words of thanks to 
those who made it all worthwhile. 

It was really great visiting with 
the superintendents at the courses I 
scouted for the cover stories. 
Thanks for your hospitality and 
your participation. My sincere 

thanks to those precious few 
superintendents who responded to 
the Hands On program and shared 
their knowledge in The Florida 
Green. 

Also, I appreciate those who took 
the time to convey their pro and 
con comments about the magazine 
directly to me so I could try to stay 
on track. Especially gratifying were 
those instances when someone 
called or wrote seeking permission 
to reprint something we produced 
that they found worthy of sharing 
with their readers or club members. 

It has been a privilege to have 
served as editor. I am looking 
forward to contributing to the 
magazine in the future, but in a 
limited role. 

We turned the production of the 
magazine over to Janlark Commu-
nications in 1989 as Dan and Irene 
Jones opted for a well-deserved 
retirement from the fray. With 
Janlark rigging the sails and me 
hanging on to the helm for dear life 
through some stormy times, the 
Florida Green has managed to 
survive and even be recognized a 
few times in the GCSAA Publica-
tions Contest. Thanks, Larry. 
Thanks, Philip. 

Until we meet again, remember, 
keep the GREEN SIDE UP! 



Outstanding In Our Field, 

Outstanding in our field, 
Nucrane Machinery has 

been a leader in the turf industry 
for many years. Our experienced team 
of individuals knows the right questions 

to ask to assist you with all your equipment 
needs. Quality and a strong 

commitment to service 
guide our corporate 
philosophy, leading 
Nucrane Machinery 

to become outstanding in 
the field of golf turf. 

NUCRANE MACHINERY 

2001 D. North Congress Ave. 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

1407) 842-0440 

417 Central Park Dr. 
San ford, FL 32771 

1407) 323-9555 

11820 Lacy Lane 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

1813)275-4441 

72104 Corporate Way 
Thousand Palms, CA 92276 

(619) 343-0270 



ORDER EARLY 

wmmm 

We've just introduced the exciting, powerful tory-direct pricing. And there's no payment 
new five-gang ST-212 Fairway Mower in time due until April 1, 1993 with approved 
for our Early Order Program. We have special credit. 
prices on our Greensmowers (now available Call now to take advantage of the substan-
with float or positive cutting units), LESCO tial savings available during LESCO's Early Order 
Gang Mowers and our LESCO Lift, too! Buy Reel Mower Program. To order or obtain more 
any LESCO reel mower between July 1st and information contact your LESCO Golf Course 
September 1st and you can save more than 15% Sales Representative or call (800) 321-5325. 

off our already In Cleveland call 
competitive fac- (216) 333-9250. 

ESTABLISHED 1 9 6 2 
20005 Lake Road - Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

Fertilizers, Seed, Control Products, Equipment, Parts 

/Note lie Murnp/e Mow stows o ami tl 15.4% Sties 
lax noi shown ami mast he aóéeé whete applicable] 

$ 10,802.00 Price of 300 Greensmower 
• 1,080.20 I 0 X Juhr/August Early Order Savings 

$9,721.80 
• 583.31 6% July/August EoHy Poyment Savings 

$9,138.49 Net due August 3 1 , 1 9 9 2 

LESCO Gang Mower Shown With 

7/gang LESCO Lift 

• 5-, 6-, or 10-blade units with 
greaseable rollers 

• Available with 5/7-gang LESCO Lift 
• 3/5/7/9-gang combinations 

Greensmowers 

• Choose positive or floating heads 
• New 18 hp V-Twin gas engine or 

16.5 hp diesel engine 
• Exceptional operator comfort 

ST-212 Fairway Mower 

• 28 hp diesel engine 
• Improved speed and climbing ability 
• Versatile 3/5-gang operation 

Enjoy spea'al Early Order Pridna on LESCO's powerful 
new ST-212 or any of LESCO's reel mowers I 


