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Are you
ready?

Crunch
time
nearing

Mark Jarrell, CGCS

n a column in March I

warned of pending legisla-
tion that would require all golf courses (now 460)
within the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict to reduce their use of potable water by 80
percent and contract with local utilities to pur-
chase reclaimed water for their irrigation needs.

It is expected this pro-
posal will become the blue-
print for Florida’s other wa-
ter districts and possibly
other states facing water
supply problems.

After attending the final
public workshop on this
matter on July 3, I regret to
report the proposal will
probably take effect in No-
vember.

Utility companies will
then have two years to de-
velop their re-use pro-
grams. These programs hinge upon golf courses
and other end users signing contracts for the pur-
chase of reclaimed water. If recent contract pro-
posals are any indication, utility companies have
already demonstrated the intent to recover all
costs from the end users.

A fair estimate of the cost for a golf course to
pump its own water out of the ground is between
four cents and five cents per thousand gallons.
Golf courses throughout the state that are using
reclaimed water pay an average of 17 cents per
thousand.

I have seen a contract proposal from the Stuart
area calling for 40 cents per thousand, and have
heard of one for 50 cents per thousand.

Who knows how high it could go once the
bureaucratic tentacles catch hold and golf courses
have no choice of water sources?

Using my own course as an example of the
potential additional cost of using this water, let me
illustrate my concern.

My water permit allows me to withdraw up to
77.8 million gallons of water a year. If I were to use
my allocation at 40 cents per thousand gallons, it
would cost $31,120 a year on top of other costs,
which assuredly will go up to accommodate the
use of this inferior water.

The quality of reclaimed water varies from one
area to another, but one constant seems to be high
levels of saltsand heavy metals. Both are detrimen-
tal to golf turf. Corrective measures to counteract
their effects could cost more than the water.

Knowing a little about the mentality of golf
course neighborhoods, I also predict a problem
with those walking or jogging the course at night.
Add the expense of a fence or other means of
security to keep all the people off the course at
night during irrigation and the cost mounts up.

For all this effort and expense, there is only one
tangible benefit that I can see for golf courses: an
inferior source of water will be available during
times when no other source can be obtained.

Sadly, our $5.5 billion statewide golf industry
has less influence on policy-makers than a vocal
group of condo commandos.

Golf courses did not create the water crisis, but
they are being called upon to solve it. Because a
golf course is such an effective mechanism for the
recharge of ground-water supplies, and because it
already has the infrastructure for the disposal of
reclaimed water, officials naturally look at golf
courses as the very best means available to recycle
water and replenish ground-water supplies.

In some densely populated urban areas, golf
courses are the only available recharge areas for
local shallow aquifers. Add to this the cleansing
effect of golf turf and you see why water officials
aredroolingover the prospectofhaving golf courses
use wastewater.

Having these wonderful advantages to offer for
the solution of a water problem that we all create,
golf courses — and this really means golfers —are
rewarded by being asked to foot the entire bill.

The perception is that we use a lot of water. We
apply a lot, but most returns to the groundwater
supplies. We estimate as much as 10 times as much
water returns to the aquifer as we draw out for
irrigation.

The water management district estimates that
any given golf course in South Florida will apply
1.25 inches of water in a typical week while a home
owner will apply 5.5 to 6 inches. It is this kind of
waste and inefficiency and the runoff from our
concrete and asphalt jungles that have created the
water problem, not the golf course that recycles
water by filtering it and returning it to the aquifer.

The utility companies will assuredly attempt
the “divide and conquer” tactic, but don’t buckle
under to the pressure. My only suggestion for now
is to refuse to sign any contracts for reclaimed
water.

If we in the golf industry just roll over and
accept this, we deserve the economicburden foisted
upon us. But, we all have a stake in this and should
fight it together. There is still time.
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“There is no season

such delight can

bring, as summer,

autumn, winter, he hot, rainy summer of
and the spring.” ’91 with its warm humid

- William Browne  Mmornings giving way to scorching mid-day
heat followed by purple-gray thunder-
storms rolling across the late afternoon

skies has been a
reminder of
what summers
are traditionally
like in Florida.
June’s summer
solstice was but
an exclamation
point in a wet
spring and

summer.

The tropical
bermudagrass
covering our
southern golf
courses loved
every minute of
it. Unchecked by
mowers unable

to negotiate the rain-soaked fairways and
roughs, the turf challenged the perseverance
of those who try to maintain it and those
who try to play golf on it.

G reen Maintenance schedules became erratic.

~ Renovation projects were delayed. Golf
s 1 d © u P courses under construction faced setbacks
as finely shaped contours were washed out
of proportion. Golf carts were banned from
courses without tee-to-green cart paths.
Playing conditions got a little ragged.
Revenues decreased. We got those mean old
summertime blues.

Relief is in sight! It started sometime in
September. Imperceptibly at first, just the
Wé. slightest decrease in night time tempera-

i 7

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS
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tures. The autumnal equinox marked the
sun’s passage into the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Fall is on its way!

Soon you’ll be donning that light sweater
or windbreaker for those first few chilly
hours before the day warms up. You’ll be
savoring that hot cup of coffee as you watch
daybreak light up the clear, crisp autumn
sky and plan the day’s routine with your
staff. It must be time to overseed!

Overseeding is that process which was
invented to turn autumn’s slower paced
days of southern turf management into the
stressful hectic days of summer. Just as the
vigorous bermudagrass growth is slowing
down and the turf is being manicured to
optimum playing conditions, we spread
cool-season grass seed over our courses so
we will have something grow in the winter.

While the weather is more agreeable in
the fall for both work and play on our
courses, we still have our concerns. Storms
accompanying cold fronts can wash the new
seed off the greens and tees. Warm weather
in November and December can dehydrate
the tender cool-season grasses we are trying
to cultivate. Increased golf rounds can wear
out the new winter grass before it can get
established. Lingering overcast skies give
rise to disease conditions. Complaints of
slow green speeds echo from the pro shop
as cutting heights are eased up to give the
new grass a chance to root.

Take heart! Don’t despair! Once your
overseeding is established you can sit back
and relax and wait for winter with its ten
zillion golfers and frost and freeze warnings.
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