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Florida Golf Council
finds a mouthpiece
government will hear

If the Florida Golf Council is to become the voice
of the state’s golf industry, it must have a powerful
mouthpiece.

Many golf course superintendents are hoping that
the selection of Bobby Brantley, Florida’s former
lieutenant governor under Bob Martinez, as the
council's first executive director will bring credibility
and political savvy to the golf trade organization.

Certainly Brantley comes with some impressive
credentials.

As lieutenant governor, Brantley also served as
Secretary of Commerce and was one of the cheer-
leaders for the council in its infancy.

He also has served in the state House of Represen-
tatives, giving him a roadmap to the halls of the state
legislature and the ear of the lawmakers in Tallahas-
see.

The new executive director knows the problems
facing golf courses. Brantley’s father-in-law, Frank
Moore, developed the Seminole Golf Club in
Longwood. In 1972, Brantley became manager of the
course, a position he held for 16 years.

Brantley has hit the ground running, meeting with
representatives of organizations within golf that call
Florida home. He says the success of the Florida Golf
Council will be directly related to the cooperation
among the different organizations in the industry.

For FGCSA President Ray Hansen, Brantley’s se-
lection is none too soon.

“The sooner our side is heard, the better,” says
Hansen. “Withall the chemical restrictions, the water
restrictionsand the rules we have to contend with, we
need to tell our side of the story. If the council has
impact with just one issue — effluent usage — it will
help. After all, golf courses are asked to take water
that is polluted by industry and filter it back into the
aquifer, and we aren’t the polluters. Yet we have to
pay the price for whoever polluted this water.

“I'm glad they picked someone who knows his way
around Tallahassee instead of a novice. This will
speed up the process,” Hansen adds.
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Brantley  knows
there’s a difficult job
ahead.

“I think that the big-
gest problem is one of
communication,”
Brantley says. “The in-
dustry really doesn’t
know what is happen-
ing across the state that
affects its business. For
example, the St. John’s
Water Management
District is considering
rules on water con-

Bobby Brantley in his
1987 inaugural
portrait as Florida's
Lieutenant Governor.

sumptive use permits,
and a section of these
rules apply to golf courses. Many people in the in-
dustry don’t know that their way of doing business
will be changed because of water... and every district
is looking at new rules on the use of water.

“The council needs to be a clearinghouse, to get
this information out, and to assure we get the best
spokespeople from different segments of the indus-
try to make presentations to the regulators. The
council doesn’t need to re-invent the wheel; the
experts are already there. But it needs to assure that
the studies and the facts are articulated so that our
voice can be heard.”

Hansen says the “golf course superintendents are
100 percent behind the Council. We were one of the
first to give the Council seed money.”

“The golf course superintendents are probably the
biggest cheerleaders we have,” Brantley says. “They
have been the most vocal in expressing the views of
the industry over some of this rule-making because
they are the ones getting hit by the regulations.

“You are talking about the superintendents’ live-
lihoods when you talk about these rules.

“I've been impressed by their association and by
how well they present the issues. Basically, the golf
course superintendents are saying that they want to
be recognized by the regulators. They don’t disagree
with what the regulators are trying to accomplish,
but with how they are trying to accomplish it. There
is another side to the story.”
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Brantley notes that some golf course su-
perintendentsand the turfgrassassociation
members recently met with the St. John’s
River Management District representatives,
and discussed one part of the proposed
rules. As a result, changes were made.

“I'm not insinuating that the Council
did this directly,” Brantley says, “but
through this meeting, the district people
and the industry people were able to talk
things over. The district representatives
appreciated this chance to meet.”

As faras Glenn Oberlander is concerned,
there needs to be much more conservation
— and clarification — concerning regula-
tions.

“Rightnow the superintendentor person
involved with the turfindustry doesn’t know
what is happening,” says Oberlander, the
golf course superintendent at the Planta-
tion Resort in Crystal River.

“Something tells me everyone in the in-
dustry is confused because we are having
the same seminars all year long and when

If we can help head off
some major expenses
that would have
occurred had a rule gone
into effect, then the cost
of membership in the
Council is well worth it

everyone leaves the meetings, there is still a
big question mark.

“Some problems with SARA Title III
could have been avoided if they had come
to us and talked to usabout the effect of the
regulations.

“And it’s the same way dealing with the
water restrictions... they don’t make sense.
They tell us whento water, but not how much
water to use. If we had had someone talking
to the government and telling our side of
the water issue, this could be different.”

Oberlander adds, “What we need is an
opportunity to tell the public and the regu-
lators the good things that golf courses can
do.”

Brantley continues to emphasize coop-
eration, but the council also needs money.

“We are basing the membership dues on
the courses’ annual maintenance budgets,”
says Brantley, “and I know that for some
golf courses, the cost seems high. We are
looking at $500 a year for smaller clubs,
with the dues graduating upwards as you
get into the larger clubs with higher main-
tenance budgets.

“But if the Council can monitor what is
happening in Tallahassee and get the in-
dustry talking to the regulators, then this is
a lot less costly than each individual club
hiring someone to do this. And, if we can
help head off some major expenses that
would have occurred had a rule gone into
effect, then the cost of membership in the
Council is well worth it to the courses in the
state.” -Kit Bradshaw
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USGA Green Section,
Society of Architects,
Owners pass out kudos

Dr. Joseph Troll, a renowned turfgrass
educator, was presented the 1991 USGA
Green Section Award at the International
Golf Course Conference and Show in Las
Vegas last month.

The award has been presented annually
by the USGA since 1961 to recognize dis-
tinguished service to golf through work
with turfgrass.

During his tenure at the University of Lo l
Massachusetts, an estimated 1,100 students IR o
were graduated from the program he di- [ |
rected. Most became golf course superin- [ ! ? \
tendents. o | 4 ’ \

Troll helped establish the Turf Research
Center in South Deerfield, Mass., which is
active in all aspects of research and testing = L
new grass varieties.

Although he retired from the university
in 1988, Troll remains general chairman of
the Massachusetts Turf Conference and : -
assists the Northeast Region of the USGA - :
Green Section on its advisory visits. - ,

He was awarded the GCSAA Distin- | aaRee
guished Service Award in 1983. '

* Michael F. Bonallack, secretary of the
Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews
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since 1983 isthe 1991 recipient of the Donald
Ross Award, given annually by the Ameri-
can Society of Golf Course Architects to
“an individual who has acknowledged the
importance of golfarchitecture to the game
and who has encouraged others to recog-
nize great design.”

He will be presented the award at a spe-
cial banquet in Broughton, England, April
23.

*Golfinstructor Paul Runyan, winner of
28 PGA Tour events, was presented the
Award of Merit by the National Golf Course
Owners Association during its annual
meeting at the Registry Resort in Naples
Jan.7.Theaward recognizes “achievements
which reflect the proud traditions, elevate
public awareness, and contribute to the
advancement of golf as a lifelong recre-
ational and competitive activity.”

Florida still leads nation
in course development
Florida opened more new golf courses in

LEADING STATES IN GOLF COURSE DEVELOPMENT 1990

1990 than the next two states combined,
according to the National Golf Founda-
tion. With 41 openings last year, compared
to South Carolina’s 21 and California’s 17,
Florida now has 1,011 golf courses. Califor-
nia is second with 853.

Another 39 courses were under con-
struction in Florida as of Jan. 1, the NGF
reports, with 93 others in the planning
stages.

California (43) and Michigan (42) were

slightly ahead of Florida in the number of
courses under construction while Califor-
nia also led the Sunshine State in the num-
ber of courses in planning with 116.
Nationally, 289 courses opened for play
in 1990, one short of the 290 that opened in
1989. In 1988, the total was 211. Prior to
that, the nation had been averaging fewer
than 150 course openings per year.
Despite the economic slowdown at the
end of the year, a total of 560 courses were
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We understand
the importance of
a good mix.

That's why it’s important that you get to know Atlantic FEC. Because
we provide a variety of specialty mixes and related products specifically
formulated for the South Florida turfgrass industry.
Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available in
either normal size Killebrews or “small door” (24”) Killebrews
to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, sulfur coated
potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality putting
green blend, also available.
Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at
18375 SW. 260th Street in Homestead to find out how you
can benefit from quality mix from the Atlantic FEC
turfgrass professionals.
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under construction across the nation,
the NGF says, significantly more than the
463 under construction at the end of 1989.
The number of courses in the planning
stages also rose from 603 to 781.

Of the 289 course openings last year, 206
were new facilities and 83 were expansions
(nine holes or more) of existing facilities.

A significant number of the courses now
listed under construction are carryover
projects from 1990 that had set opening
dates in the third and fourth quarters but
were unable to meet them. The NGF attrib-
uted the delays to weather, financing, and
environmental and other permitting diffi-
culties.

A recent membership survey by the
American Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects revealed that virtually every firm is
experiencing increased difficulty in getting
permits because of environmental consid-
erations... with some encountering delays
of several years.

The NGF’s analysis of its data revealed
three major points:

*Real estate continues to drive golf course
development in Florida to a significantly
greater extent than the national average. Of
Florida’s 41 new courses, 31 (76 percent)
were linked to real estate projects, com-
pared to the national average of 47 percent.

+ On the other hand, more than half of
Florida’s new courses (22) are open to the
public in some manner, reflecting the ratio
of public to private among the state’s exist-
ing courses. Nationally, 70 percent of all
new courses were accessible by the public.

* Among the 206 new courses opened for
play in 1990, 60 were nine-hole courses, of
which 38 had no plans for further expan-
sion. In Florida, 10 of the 41 new courses
werenine-holers. Overall, nine-hole courses
today make up 40 percent of the nation’s
supply of 13,951 golf courses. In Florida,
102 of the state's 1,011 courses — just over
10 percent — are nine-holers.

Florida's Taylor retains
USGA post; Michigan
owner to head NGCOA

C. Grant Spaeth, an attorney from Palo
Alto, Calif., was elected to a second one-
year term as president of the USGA at the
association's annual meeting in January.

Among the nine members of the execu-
tive committee re-elected was F. Morgan
"Buzz" Taylor of Hobe Sound, longtime
member of the Green Section Committee.

Jeff Hoag, owner of Scott Lake CC in
Comstock Park, Mich., was elected presi-
dent of the National Golf Course Owners
Association at its annual meeting in Naples
in January.

Vince Alfonso, The Rail GC, Springfield,
I11., was elected vice president and Gibson
Lunt, Lakeshore CC, Rochester, NY, was
elected to another term as secretary/trea-

surer.
The NGCOA serves about 100 public
golf course owners in Florida. B \
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