
Need more water? 

water contains about 35,000 ppm salts 
and solids. 

The plant was built in the 1970s to 
meet all the community's freshwater needs 
but, as it grew, running an aqueduct from 
a wellfield on the mainland became eco-
nomically feasible. 

Still, water from the wellfield costs $6 
per thousand gallons. Water from the 
"RO" plant costs about half that. 

Make your own! 
If your golf course is in a littoral zone 

— or anywhere that salt water intrusion 
has become a problem — and fresh water 
is in short supply, Ray Hansen has the 
solution. 

Make your own water. 
Hansen, superintendent at the Ocean 

Reef Club, an exclusive 36-hole layout on 
the northern tip of Key Largo, most likely 
is the only golf course manager in the 
continental U.S. whose responsibilities 
include overseeing the operation of a 
reverse osmosis plant capable of trans-
forming nearly a million gallons of brack-

ish water 
i n t o 

f r e s h 

water every day. 
Fed by deep (1,100 feet) wells which 

supply water with about 3,000 parts per 
million dissolved salts and solids, the 
plant produces water at 150 ppm salts 
and solids. Anything below 1,000 ppm is 
considered safe for turfgrass; anything 
below 500 ppm is potable. 

The reject water containing about 
17,000 ppm salts and solids is piped into 
canals which empty into the ocean. Sea-
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Behind our 
own good name 

are a lot more 
good names. 

Distributors for Mitsubishi Tractors Olathe Turf Equipmcn 
Toro Mowers A Turf Equipment Power Trim Edgers Vicon Spreaders 
Toro Turf Irrigation Club Car Carryall 11 By ho Spreaders 
Toro String Trimmers Standard Golf Supplies Billy Goat Vacuums 
H M C Green Machine Florida Turf Sprayers Foley Gnnders 

Sario Mowers Bernard Spin Gnnder 

Wesco Turf. Backs You With The Best. 
2101 Cantu Court, Sarasota, FL 33582 Ph. (813) 377-6777 

THE FLORIDA GREEN / WINTER 1990 

CHEMICAL CO., INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FLA. 33679 

CALL COLLECT 813-839 3363 
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Gunnite-lined reservoir holds 

about 2 million gallons, or 

slightly more than two days' 

supply of irrigation water at 

peak consumption. 

"I figure it costs me about a 
thousand dollars a day to water my 
golf courses," Hansen says. "Three 
hundred thousand a year for the 
golf course's share of the operating 

costs of the plant and another $60,000 for 
the irrigation system." 

In addition to Hansen's two golf courses, 
the desalinated water is used to irrigate 
Card Sound GC, a private course within the 
ultra-private Ocean Reef community, and 
other landscaped areas. 

Although he knows of no other golf 
courses using desalinated water on his scale, 
Hansen says he has had inquiries from Texas 
and Hawaii. 

"Places that learned to get by on less 
water don't have to with this technology," 
he said. 
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Ray Hansen at the controls of one of 
the reverse osmosis units. 

We understand the importance of 

That's why it's 
important that you get 

to know Atlantic FEC. 
Because we provide a variety of 

specialty mixes and related products specifically formulated 
for the South Florida turfgrass industry. 

Each turfgrass mix is delivered by Spyder equipped trucks in 
water-resistant paper or plastic bags. Bulk material is available 
in either normal size Killebrews or "small door" (24") 
Killebrews to accommodate your turf spreader. Drop trailers, 
sulfur coated potash, and new Micro Prill Greenskote, a quality 
putting green blend, also available 

Call us toll free at 1-800-432-3413 or visit us at 18375 S.W. 
260th Street in Homestead to find out how you can benefit 
from a quality mix from 
the Atlantic FEC turfgrass J^^^JXtlQ FEC professionals. 
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