TURF NEWS ROUNDUP

20 courses to test
new bio-control for
mole crickets

NAPLES — After four years of testing
in Alachua County pastureland by re-
searchers with the University of
Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences, “the most promising
biological control agent for mole crickets
we have ever had” is ready for field trials
at 20 Florida golf courses.

“Everything looks extremely promis-
ing as far as finally having something we
can brag about,” said Bob Rehberg,
chairman of the Florida Turfgrass
Association’s research awards commit-
tee, following an education session
during the FGCSA’s Poa Annua Classic
weekend May 20-22.

What Rehberg and the FTGA are brag-
ging about is an Uruguayan nematode
which carries a bacterium “at least four
times more virulent on the mole cricket
than some of the other materials that
have been pulled in from commercial
organizations.”

The microscopic worm crawls in the
mole cricket’s mouth, infects it with the
lethal bacteria, and then crawls out
before the insect dies “within one to
several days,” Rehberg said.

In IFAS' controlled study, the nema-
todes have remained in the soil four
years after their release and their effect
has been detected more than 10 miles
from the original release point.

In that study on bahiagrass pastureland
which, Rehberg pointed out, is “particu-
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FTGA's Bob Rehberg announces new bio-control
for mole crickets at Poa Annua education session.

larly susceptible” to the dreaded root-eat-
ing pest, “the mole cricket populations. . .
have decreased by about 95 percent and
continue to decline as we continue to
monitor.

“Grass and trees have recovered from
mole cricket damage and mole crickets
are no longer an economic problem in
these pastures.”

The nematode and its lethal bacterium
are completely harmless to “all other bi-
ological systems,” Rehberg said. “All
tests indicate so far that it is very
specific.”

So now the FTGA, which funded the
IFAS research by Dr. Grover Smart with
a total of $45,000 in grants, is going to let
20 members test the nematode on their
golf courses.

“We’re looking for 20 members who
will pay $8,000 each to participate in &
two-year study,” he said.

In a follow-up conversation one week
after the Naples announcement, Rehberg
said several FTGA members already had

expressed interest in the project.

“Undoubtedly we’ll have more than
20 willing to participate,” he said.
“Compared to the alternatives, $8,000 is
practically free.”

The problems in testing the nematode
under field conditions have been not so
much with the organism but with the
“delivery system.”

The laboratory technique for infecting
the mole crickets is difficult, unpleasant
and expensive.

Besides, Rehberg said, “IFAS is not
equipped, nor is it in the business, to
raise large amounts of any biological
control agent.”

The technique developed by the
FTGA involves luring mole crickets to
traps filled with nematode-infested sand
and then dumping the infected mole
crickets on the golf course “where they
can go infect other mole crickets before
they die,” Rehberg said.

“It may take a couple years to get
them out there in sufficient numbers to
really show you a difference,” he said,
“but we think it will happen.”

Participants in the test will be selected
in such a way as to guarantee a variety
of soil and climatic conditions. They
will attend a seminar in Gainesville.

Old Marsh lands '92 USGA

Women's Mid-Amateur

FAR HILLS, N. J. — Dennis Weber
became the latest Florida superintendent
to learn his work will be placed in the
national spotlight when the USGA an-
nounced March 22 that the Old Marsh

(Please see OLD MARSH, page 16)

Superintendents who will test the champions

July 27-30 — Jim Branstrom,
Palm Beach Polo & CC, West
Palm Beach. Florida Open.

Aug. 19-20 — Frank Sbarro,
Marsh Landing and Kim He-
mauer, Oakbridge at
Sawgrass, Ponte Vedra.

FSGA Team Championship. sic.

Aug. 22-25 — Greg Pheneger,
PGA National GC, Palm
Beach Gardens. PGA Junior
Championship.

Sept. 28-Oct. 1 — Robert

Giehls, Killearn CC, Tallahas-
see. PGA Tour Centel Clas-

Sept. 30-Oct. 1 — Bob Ellis,
Lake Region Y&CC, Winter
Haven. FSGA Senior Four-
Ball Championship.

Oct. 5-8 — Steve Schroeder,
Mayacoo Lakes CC, West
Palm Beach. FSGA Mid-
Amateur Championship.

Oct. 13-16—Larry Kamphaus,
Walt Disney World, Lake
Buena Vista. Oldsmobile
Scramble Finals.

Oct. 18-21 —Larry Kamphaus,
Walt Disney World, Lake
Buena Vista. PGA Tour
Disney/Olds Classic.
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John's Island Club gives $6000

Trevor Wright, right, general manager of the
John's Island Club in Vero Beach, presented
$6,000 to the Florida Turfgrass Research
Foundation. Accepting the check is Bob
Yount, FTRF vice president of
development.“John’s Island Club expects to
make this an annual contribution and we
encourage other private, semi-private and
daily fee courses to make a similar
investment in the future of Florida turf,”
Wright said.

Old Marsh gets Women's Mid-Am;

USGA Jr. at Bay Hill delayed
(Continued from page 12)
GC in Palm Beach Gardens will host the
1992 U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur
Championship Oct. 3-8.

It will be the first USGA champion-
ship at the two-year old Pete Dye course
that plays to 4974 yards from the ladies’
tees. It measures 6914 from the tips. The
1992 Women’s Mid-Am will be the
second in Florida: the 1988 event was
played at Amelia Island, also designed
by Dye.

Jimmy Ellison at Bay Hill Club in
Orlando got an extra year to get his
course ready for the Junior Amateur.
Originally scheduled to host the 1990
event, Bay Hill switched dates with
Merced G&CC in Daly City, Calif., and
will now challenge the young limber-
backs July 23-27, 1991.

Tom Mackanos has until 1992 to get

the Loxahatchee Club in Jupiter ready
for the USGA Senior Amateur Oct. 19-
24.

USGA to distribute $660,300
in turfgrass research grants

FAR HILLS, N.J. — The USGA will
distribute a record $660,300 in turfgrass
research grants in 1989, an increase of
more than $190,000 over 1988’s total.

The USGA turfgrass research
program, now in its seventh year, is a
cooperative venture with the GCSAA.
Including the 1989 grants, the USGA
will have provided nearly $3 million in
grants in an attempt to develop new
turfgrasses and management techniques
that will reduce golf course maintenance
costs and water use by 50 percent by
1993.

(Please see DROUGHT, page 18)
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Get Your
Molecrickets
TEED OFF!

With Sunniland

Molecricket Bait
With Dursban®
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1-800-432-1130
Regional Managers

~ Wayne Carmichael (904) 272-4891 Dennis Varady (407) 332-9078

Joe Kempeneer (813) 743-2643 Steve Goedereis (407) 964-9478
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