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Warm Season Grasses in the Fall 
Fall weather usually means people put behind them the 
landscape maintenance tasks of spring and summer. But 
now is not the time to neglect turf care. When a grass 
goes dormant, the leaf tissue dies but the crown, root, 
rhizome, and stolon tissues are alive. The cells in these 
tissues have a reduced respiration rate and still require 
water and nutrients. 

When a turfgrass is dormant it is easy to neglect it, but 
some care is needed if the turf is to survive the winter. A 
few suggestions that may aid turf are: 

1) Dormant turf still requires water to prevent dessica-
tion of the tissues. Periodic irrigation during pro-
longed dry periods will help prevent dessication 

injury. 

2) Dormant turf does not withstand as much wear from 
traffic as does an actively growing grass. Thus, con-
centrated traffic will cause considerable injury on 
dormant turf. Of particular concern would be golf 
course tees, football fields, baseball fields, soccer 
fields, or any other heavy traffic site. The turf man-
ager should try to spread traffic out-move tee 
markers, use several practice fields, do not concen-
trate football practice on one spot, etc. 

Fall care can be the difference in mediocre and optimal 
performance of the turf the following spring. Don't neg-
lect the turf during the fall period. • 

Meet the "Stainless Guys" 
COMPETITIVE QUALITY TO BEAT THE O.E.M/s 

• JACOBSEN: End cap for all 30" cutt ing unit 
rollers....Case hardened trash shield.... Re-
placeable stainless wear sleeve — costs 
less than a speedy sleeve. 

• RANSOMES: Roller end cap.... Replaceable 
stainless wear sleeve.... Positive grease 
f lushing design to extend bear ing life. 

• TORO: Sol id stainless wear sleeve for all 
30 " cut t ing unit rollers.... Super ior to 
chrome plated part. 

FOR C O M P L E T E PRODUCT LIST OF OVER 7 0 ITEMS 
C A L L OUR T O L L - F R E E N U M B E R 

1-800-541-2255 
WAIT FOR T O N E A N D DIAL 

DOUGLAS PRODUCTS, 3000 High Ridge Road, 
Boynton Beach, FL 33435 (305) 582-6180 
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