
Editorial 
Over the past ten years Golf C o u r s e Super in tendents have e v o l v e d 
from grass growers to profess ional turf managers . They are a s k e d to 
grow grass under the worst poss ib le condit ions , and are required to 
maintain it at tournament condit ion on a daily basis. Golf C o u r s e Super-
intendents are managers entrusted with d ispens ing over a third of a 
million dollars annually. 

Let's look at the facts. A golf c o u r s e g e n e r a t e s a lot of revenue . O f t e n a 
course is the selling fact for housing units, it prov ides jobs for restaurant 
workers, pro shop employees , of f ice workers , c lub managers and any 
number of grounds and golf c o u r s e maintenance e m p l o y e e s . The golf 
c o u r s e is the necessary factor in this chain. Without "the great green 
golf course" this whole cyc le of enterprise would not e x i s t . . . t h i s very 
fact makes the profess ional Golf C o u r s e Super intendent ' s pos i t ion o n e 
that earns a high degree of financial compensat ion . Unfortunate ly s o m e 
c lubs still look at their super intendents as only grass growers and not as 
total managers. 

People management requires super intendents to mot ivate e m p l o y e e s 
to perform any number of labor pos i t ions in a day w h e n generally p e o p l e 
are no longer willing to do t h e s e type of jobs. They must help to instill a 
s e n s e of pride in the way their e m p l o y e e s view the course . W e can not 
simply hand out too l s and demand that workers rake traps, e d g e cart 
paths, trim trees , e t c — w i t h o u t appreciating them and educat ing t h e m 
in s u c h a way that they deve lop a s e n s e of pride in the "over all s u c c e s s 
of the total operation." 

Golf C o u r s e Super intendents are true profess ionals dedicated to the 
betterment of golf. Salaries of $45,000. to $55,000. are becoming c o m -
mon in Florida. Benef i t s for g o o d super intendents include $2,000. a year 
for IRA, o n e months vacation, a car for bus ines s and personal use , meads 
at the club, golf privileges for peers and s o on. 

Golf is a game which should be enjoyed. S o . . . w h e n w a s the last t ime y o u 
hugged you Golf C o u r s e Super intendent? 


