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WE PUT MORE INTO IT.
YOU GET MORE OUT OF IT.

NEW ) ECLIPSE 2

We engineered a counter-balanced
handle so the cutting reel sits true on
the turf when you grab the handle
We put in password
protected programmable
controls 50 you can achieve
a consistent cut regardless
of aperator.

We installed regenerative
braking so you can control
We rotated the Honda® speed when mowing.
engine 180 degrees so
you get better balance in
turns and easy access to
the pull-start

We extended the mounting
slots so you can adjust
weight distribution to the
front roller

We installed a true
automotive differential so
We put in our Classic XP
reel with 15-blades so

you get superior straight
line tracking.

you get the industry’s
best quality of cut

We increased the maximum mow
speed to 3.8mph and added a
15-blade reel so you can be more
productive without sacrificing
quality of cut

We put in our patented
true floating head so you
can cut the most undulated
green without scalping
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United We Sand, the feature article by Chuck
Barber discusses the importance and viewpoint
of topdressing as it impacts our playing surfaces.
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TRANSITION HC
HIGH CONCENTRATE DARK TURF COLORANT

Transition HC colorant provides economical, 30-
day color to help manage turf color throughout fall
and spring transitions of overseeding programs.
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The Question

We've all been asked it; some more than others. How you answer is up
to you, but for all of us who work in the industry, it's a question we hear
too often: “What do you do in the winter?”

With colder temperatures becoming a trend and hours of daylight fading as fast as the Bears
offense, winter is upon us. Winter gives us greenkeepers the chance to catch our breath and look
back on the season that was. It also allows us to prepare for the upcoming season, which will be
here before we know it. However, before that new season arrives, everyone just can't help asking
‘the question.” We can all answer easily and accurately, if we are so inclined. We all know our work
doesn’t stop just because the calendar says January. In fact for some of us there is enough work that
we could still show up at 5:30 on a Saturday morning if we wanted, just to keep up with the flow
of our routine.

Just because the bulk of the work moves indoors doesn’t make it any less important. Equipment
has played a vital role during the season. It's been used day in and day out. Now is the time
for inspection and repair. Anything with reels or blades gets ground or backlapped. The oil is
changed in each machine, and each engine and component is inspected and repaired to make
sure it performs at its optimum. Carburetors are rebuilt if necessary. Bearings, bushings, and
seals are checked and, if needed, replaced. Hoses are examined and repaired. And that's just the
beginning. Each facility has its own fleet of equipment, and there are a lot of pieces to maintain.
Each technician has his own system for maintaining and servicing this fleet. With the help of the
superintendent and assistants, he makes sure that each piece of equipment is ready to go come
spring. Whether the tech likes to start with the walk-behind mowers, utility vehicles, rough and
bank, there’s no doubt it's a large undertaking that couldn’t be done without planning and the right
people.

Sprayer maintenance is another large chore in the off-season. Tanks must be cleaned and
sanitized; nozzles and filters must be cleaned; gaskets, pumps, and solenoids need to be checked
and repaired. Sprayers, in my opinion, are not the most fun piece of equipment to work on, but
they may be one of the most important in our fleet. Forgoing work on the sprayers during the off-
season is a recipe for disaster. Come spring, when that proxy/primo application goes down without
a hitch, you'll be glad you put in those winter maintenance hours.

Tee and green equipment is another piece of the puzzle when it comes to winter work.
Wood pieces such as benches, trash cans, coolers, par three divot boxes and cart arrows need to be
sanded and stained. Metal pieces are no different. Ball washers and trash cans also need a sanding
and a fresh coat of paint. Tee markers that have chipped or broken during the year are repaired and
painted as well.

Facility maintenance also comes to the forefront during the winter. Each of us has a shop,
office and/or clubhouse to look after. Some of that work needs to wait until our duties on the
course aren't as demanding. Some of that work
can’'t be done while members are actively using
the facilities. Many of us are working in shops and
offices that are older than we are. These buildings
need attention, whether it's minor or major
carpentry. The off-season is great for checking
some of those facility jobs off your list. It's also a
great way to gain valuable experience working on
projects that don't necessarily occur on the course.

Speaking of the course, let’s not forget

TAPERED ROLLER BEAMINGS

the winter work that actually gets done outdoors. e
The early part of this December was mild. It a : ' _
allowed crews to continue outdoor projects that, ~ Bearings are just one of the few things that get

. hecked and replaced in the wint, ths.
in years past, Mother Nature made tough to checked and replaced In the winter months

Continued on page 15
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Chuck Barber, St. Charles Country Club

PHoto CReDIT: MATT HARSTAD

For two years I was the Editorial Chair for On Course, and for two years

I sought member driven content. I was marginally successful, but we all

have demands on our time that preclude our sitting down and formalizing

what we do into two pages of coherent content.

Further, | didn’t follow up well with the membership to
make sure that the content came in on time.

Fast forward to the MAGCS Board of Director’s strategic
planning meeting on November 28, the notion of hiring a
‘staff writer’ to collect content and generate articles came up.
This got me thinking.

What if | collected a few blurbs of content from mem-
bers on a variety of topics and wrote the articles myself? All |
would need would be boatloads of free time and, well, a va-
riety of topics that | hadn't identified yet. It was in this spirit
that | began to collect some information on sand topdressing
from the MAGCS membership and to write the article myself.
| don't have boatloads of free time, but | know | can do
this. It's my sincerest wish to bank a great many articles on a
variety of topics throughout the winter, so that when the time
comes On Course can continue to provide industry-leading
content in one of the best magazines any GCSAA Chapter
has to offer. Any of you reading this should now be warned:
I will contact you asking for information on yet-to-be-named
topics and will further ask for editorial license and the public
use of the information. So, now you know | will be pestering
you even more than | already do.

The information | gathered led me to believe that al-
though methods, frequencies, equipment, material handling,
loading, and deployment varied a great deal there were some
significant commonalities. The goals of each topdressing pro-
gram seemed to revolve around organic matter management,
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thatch dilution, and putting green speed consistency and
smoothness. “Our biggest goals are thatch dilution, green
speeds, and maintaining a firm surface,” says Matt Harstad,
superintendent of Calumet Country Club.

Kevin Goss of Sugar Creek Golf Course believes that
thatch dilution is the most important of his topdressing goals.
The greens at Sugar Creek (or Sugar National to those of us
that have been there) were built with a 1:1:1 mix of sand,
soil, and peat. While that might not appear to be the best
root zone, Kevin says the greens are unusually healthy. He
credits this to more than adequate surface drainage. As a
result, the greens are relatively problem free.

Sand selection revolved around ‘what we've used here in
the past.” Shane Ritchie of Schaumburg Golf Club explains,
“] don't know if there was any logic behind it (sand selection)
originally, but there was no reason to change it.” Fines free
sand from any source was the most important criterion, as
well as delivered cost.

“There are times that | wish we could afford dry sand, but
that's way too expensive and we don’t have any place to store
it,” Matt Harstad reported. Material handling, delivery, and
application time seem to be the biggest obstacles. Aside from
storage of various kinds (parking lots, railroad tie and cinder
block bins, to cart paths), finding the time to get out on the
golf course is always a concern.

“The biggest challenge is finding a window of opportuni-



ty,” Goss says. Sugar Creek is a dawn-to-dusk, nine-hole op-
eration. They are not enthusiastic about the idea of blocking
off tee times in favor of cultural practices. At the same time,
Mother Nature has to provide the right weather, so doing one
small thing means a great deal has to go correctly first.

Imagine that you've found the right sand, the right equip-
ment, the right opportunity, and the right people. How often
are you going to topdress? Scott Goniwiecha of The Glen
Club says, “I like to topdress greens, tees, and approaches
every two weeks weather depending.”

Shane Ritchie further explains, “Our program is basically
every two weeks in the growing season for thatch control and

e —
"

‘-! | ile

ball roll consistency. Twelve tons in a very light application
over six acres of greens, brushed in with the T.B. 200 brush.”
Coco mats, pull-behind static brushes, and rotary brushes
were the preferred method of incorporation. The consensus
also is to use “sand” mowers, or back-up machines, for 2-4
days after each topdressing.

" After we mow, | always use an old set of mowers for
three days. This, combined with a few heavy watering cycles
eliminates any issues with quality of cut,” Goniwiecha ex-
plains.

aEaA N S
Incorporating sand with the T.B. 200 Brush. Photo Credit: Chuck Barber

Everyone likes a new topdressing machine. Photo Credit: Chuck Barber

John Gurke, CGCS at Aurora Country Club, has a wholly
different philosophy. “The heavy sand application we make
in December is still present throughout the early spring
months (March and April). In late April we typically contract
DryJect service which provides another heavy dose of sand
that persists into early summer. For the summer months we
might only topdress two or three times lightly.” Gurke goes
on to explain that they will follow the growing season with
either another DryJect or core aerification.

Gurke also says, “We find that there are no layering is-
sues when not lightly topdressing every week or two, and our
quality of cut throughout the summer is much better than
when we were topdressing more frequently.”

Kevin Goss agrees with this schedule. “You can't just throw a
lot of expensive sand around and automatically topdress your
way to good soil.” Soil modification is not a goal at Sugar
Creek, but rather thatch management. “I don't think it wise
to build a sand layer on heavy soil. After 10 years you might
be in good shape, but in the interim you will have a perched
water table and short roots.Everyone likes their new topdress-
ing machines.

The preferred methods of topdressing are either dedi-
cated or pull-behind twin rotary spreaders. According to
Dave Blomquist, CGCS, 15 years ago the machines that we
have today weren't available. “We
used walk-behind fertilizer spreaders
with bagged sand. It was the only way
to get the light, even application we
wanted.” Now, with computerized
spreader settings, a wide range of sand
depths available, and easier loading,
topdressing is much easier than ever
before. Former NFL Coach Herman
Edwards once said, “A goal without a
plan is a wish.” Each superintendent
identified their individual goals for
sand topdressing and formulated a
plan to make it work. It is safe to say
that sand topdressing is a major
component of their golf course
management strategies.

www.magcs.org 5



- Top 12 Reasony

to Attend the Reinders 21st Green Industry Conference

12. “Catch the Wave™ and compete for the longest
ride on the surfooard simulator.

II. Enjoy a delicious luau lunch included with your registration.
10. See all of the latest equipment and product innovations.
9. Enjoy the fropical “Hawailan” atmosphere.

" 8. Free refreshments and door prize drawings
each afternoon.

_Earn GCSAA and STMA certification credits.

_Visit with more than 80 leading suppliers and manufacturers.

. Enter to win the show grand prize.

£ v O

Hot homemade donuts each mMorning
- a Reinders tradition.

3. Take advantage of show specials fo save money.

2. Network with fellow green indusiry professionals
from the Midwest.
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35 educational seminars
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John Gurke, CGCS, Associate Editor
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Dates to Remember

February 3-5 — GCSAA National Championship
and Golf Classic in San Diego, CA.

February 4-8 — GCSAA Education Conference in
San Diego, CA.

February 6-7 — Golf Industry Show in San Diego,
CA.

February 6 — University of lllinois Turfgrass Alumni
get-together at 310 10th Avenue in the Gaslamp
District from 5:30 til 7:00 PM.

February 6 - MAGCS 2013 Hospitality Reception
from 7 til 10 PM at the Hotel Salomar at 435 6th
Avenue on the Rooftop Lounge.

February 7 - GCSAAs 2013 Annual Meeting in
San Diego, CA somewhere.

February 19 — MAGCS Annual Assistant Winter
Workshop, Midwest Golf House

March 4 - MAGCS Past President’s Meeting,
Geneva Golf Club, Ed Braunsky, CGCS hsot

March 1 - Deadline for applications for the Billy
Casper Golf Agronomy Internship Program.

March 6 — CAGCS Chicagoland Forum, Naperville
Country Club, Steven Biehl and Tim Anderson,
CGCS MG

March 11 - MAGCS Monthly Meeting at Royal
Melbourne Country Club, Dave Groelle, CGCS

March 13-14 - Reinders 21st Green Industry
Conference at the Waukesha Expo Center in
Suburban Milwaukee, WI.

March 30 - Deadline for nominations for GCM's
Most Valuable Technician (MVT) award.

FEBRUARY 2013

WELCOME TO THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE MAGCS FAMILY:

Ross Page, Weber Park Golf Course, Class SM
Brian Palmer, Shoreacres, Class SM

Steve Freese, VGM Club, Class E

Jacob Koch, White Eagle Golf Club, Class C
Ronald Townsend, Exmoor Country Club, Class C
Josh Roeder, Hinsdale Golf Club, Class C

Brian Moore, Chicago Golf Club, Class C

Bret Jons, Green Acres Country Club, Class C

Congratulations to Cory VonTunglen, former assistant superintendent at
Olympia Fields Country Club who is the new golf course superintendent at
Midlothian Country Club.

Congratulations to Tim Davis, AA Retired Superintendent of Shoreacres.
Tim has joined the staff at Dirt-n-Turf Consulting. If you are looking for him,
he can be found at: Tim@dirt-n-turf.com

As the football season came to a screeching halt for most of us when the
Vikings beat the Packers on the final day of the regular season (go figure—
the Packers screw the Bears even when they freakin’ lose), it came to my
attention that the three logo balls | keep on my desk may be telling me
something...

Guess who turned a year old last month? | know—too easy. Of COURSE
it was the Golf Range Association of America (or GRAA as we've all come
to know it). The association was launched at last year’s PGA Merchandise
Show in January, when it also unveiled its Golf Range Magazine digital
publication. You can find out more, as well as view archived issues of
the mag at GolfRange.org. Really. It's not like you're shoveling snow this
winter, right?

www.magcs.org 7/



Those of you who have been around these parts for a spell
might remember Marty Baumann, former superintendent at
Mount Prospect Golf Course (1988-1992) and Fresh Meadow GC
after that. After putting lllinois in his tail lights, Marty headed
northwest where he found a home in Anchorage, Alaska as
superintendent of Anchorage Golf Course, one of just 14 courses
in the entire state. With a seven-month golf season (who'da
thunk that?) and 22 hours of daylight each day, along with some
very unique soils and other challenges from Mother Nature,
Marty says life on the course is very interesting.

Marty also wants anyone interested to know that he has a
summer intern position available for this season. If you know a
student or budding golf course superintendent-to-be who wants

—

a little adventure out of their summer, contact Marty at 907-522-
1613, or at mbaumann@AnchorageGolfCourse.com. Deadline
for applications is March 15th.

FAR be it for me to point out someone’s grammatical
imperfections or their butchering of the English language, but

8 |SICOURSE 02/13

really?? | won't name names, but let it be known that this was
found in the desk of an assistant superintendent at St. Charles
Country Club and his boss says his name is Travis. Oops.Just as |
was beginning to bask in my grammatical glory, | took a walk into
my shop locker room and stumbled across this...............ccccccvev..e.
.......... Nobody's perfect.

Q: What is it called when Tom Prichard throws a big ol’
country-style bash in his maintenance barn?
A: An lvanhoedown.

It was 60 years ago this month that Bull Sheet reported on
11 cases of the recently-discovered Dutch EIm Disease in our
state. The reports all originated in a 150-mile long belt from
Urbana-Champaign southeast to the Indiana state line. The
northernmost case was in Urbana, about 140 miles south of
Chicago. Stay tuned to find out if it makes it here.

50 years ago this month two revolutionary advancements
in fertilizer technology were being discussed in the pages of
Bull Sheet: Hydraulic Feeding and Coated Controlled Release
granules. The former, it was reported, could lightly feed fine
turf areas without burn by mixing a slurry of water and fertilizer
in a barrel, making sure to keep it well-agitated “with a canoe
paddle,” and applying it through a hose attached to the barrel
in 8-12 foot swaths for even distribution. The former was even
more of a mystery, the report stating simply that the fertilizer
granules will be “coated for controlled release, similar to some
of the cold tablets that are on the market.” Wonder if either of
those will pan out...

And 40 years ago this month, Bull Sheet ran Jim Burdett's
(pictured right)
article (which he
based on the speech
he gave at the
Midwest Turf Clinic)
on the newfangled
idea of watering
with sewage
effluent. My guess
is that 40 years from
now we will still be
talking about this.

Continued on page 11



Please contact us 24/7 for all of
your water well pump service, well
rehabilitation and irrigation pump
s a0 2D | repair needs.
UUQRVYI Ej’/l ﬁ‘l 1“/7 Water Well Solutions M.A.G.C.S Core Sponsor
Elburn, IL 60119 Todd Kerry
T U R F F ARMS Office: (888)769-9009
Cell:  (630)201-0749
Growers of Quality Sod E-mail: todd @wwssg.com
Lake Villa, IL 60046 Tim Kelly
. Office: (888)769-9009
WWW.wwssg.com Cell:  (262) 269-6289
OC/ RO OR E-mail: tkelly@wwssg.com
A P P OR Q D R
D R 0,
' A
A L maydiie RIVERWALLS vro.
- p 2|Elgn PO. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011
OWER \\64_§ St Charles * nd net
oo QA GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
B R WEAR R A Kesinber A I Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction
D 13 2 G R TS ! Arched Stone Bridges
¢ M—s' . 1-888-254-4156
. OR A QUO 2 OFFICE: 847-382-0696
o luror DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT MOBILE: 847-366-5400
) C.E.O. E-mail: riverwalls@hotmail.com
Chicago Since 1968  Division of STL Corp.  BUY EXPERIENCE
° . °I10]0 MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA, IL
ERIC NADLER
President
: “Golf Course Work
' 7 2700 North Farnsworth Avenue a Specmlty”
Aurora lllinois 60502
630.898.1616 LEMONT PAVING CO.
630.898.1638 Fax EST. 1957
eric@nadlergolf.com MURPHY'S
l‘ﬂu LI www. nadlergolf.com Tracy Mlll'phy
GOLKF — I 11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439 w
Golf Cars - Utility Vehicles (630) 257-6701 » FAX 630-257-5194
Sales + Service + Leasing

baver

John “JT” Turner

Area Sales Manager IV healﬂl .
Bayer CropScience LP -
Environmental Science / Golf and Lawn

40 W 665 Campton Woods Drive
Elburn, IL 60119 PROFESSIONAL
Tel: 630-443-7807
Mobile: 630-215-6110
Fax: 630-443-7839 =3l
john turner@bayer.com
www.bayer.com

Jeff LEUZinger (B15) 291-9627 jleuzinger@healthygrowpro.com
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When in need of professional services for well drilling,

/ i ' well rehabilitation, pump installation and repair,
: please contact fellow M.A.G.C.S. members at:
Aurora, IL: TOM HEALY 630-897-6941 office
With Yellow Jacket® Enhanced Seed Coating 26 oidaasi ool

thealy@laynechristensen.com

Beecher, IL: JOEEISHA 708-946-2244 office
708-514-0631 cell
Jjeisha@laynechristensen.com

28322 Ballard Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045

T e

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.  Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION Fax: 847-281-9780
SYSTEMS

SUPERCHARGED BENTGRASS
WITH YELLOW JACKET®
Bentgrass coated with Yellow Jacket® germinates and esfablishes
better than uncoated seed. The secret is better ufilization
of available water. This is due in large part to ZEBA®, a key S t m' Greg Zumdahl
i fYell k ec r u Sales Consultant
ponent of Yellow Jacket. p
Technologies, Inc. 73605 oot e o
ZEBA is a super absorbent technology that can hold 600 times “To Measure Is To Know” ' nplgfn;:; df;f ios%ss
its own weight in water. Yellow Jacket acts like a sponge around Weather Stations ;
i : Data Loggers toll free: 800.248.8873
the seed, holdmg waler and nutrients for the seed to draw on as FrostAlert Systems { phone: 815.436.4440
needed for germination. Pest Management Tools fax: 815.436.4460
Irrigation Management Tools
Soil Moisture and Compaction Meters gzumdahl@specmeters.com
The Yellow Jacket Adw.mfuge pH, EC, and Nitrogen Meters www.specmeters.com
; Light and Chlorophyll Meters
Improves handling of small seed

Provides moisture during seed germination
Improves establishment

Reduces need for frequent watering during establishment
Absorbs and releases nutrients fo seedling

B S 8 B &8

Bayer

.MRENBRUG John “JT” Turner

Great in Grass” Area Sales Manager IV
www.barusa.com Bayer CropScience LP

Environmental Science / Golf and Lawn
40 W 865 Campton Woods Drive

Rusty Stachlewitz....... (630)779-0761 1%;??;{;'0]52;)1;8907
PROGRO Craig Shepherd........ (563)213-1632 Mobile: 630-215-6110
; Fax: 630-443-7839
815.747.6024 Brelt Ziegler .............. (847)302-9673 : oh’; enaTgEbayes:com
progro-solutions.com (859)991-0828 s
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MAGCS sends its condolences to the family of Bruce
Schweiger on the passing of Bruce’s mother last month. Please
keep the Schweiger family in your prayers.

Does your equipment technician deserve a day in the sun, a
tip-of-the-cap for all he does to ensure your success? If so, then
nominate him for GCM’s Most Valuable Technician (MVT) award,
presented in partnership with Foley United. Nomination forms
are available at gcsaa.org, and are due by March 30th.

It's that time again—the much-anticipated Golf Digest
“America’'s Greatest Golf Courses” rankings are out for 2013-
2014. Of the top 100 courses listed, seven are maintained
by MAGCS members, and here is how they ranked: #4—
Shinnecock Hills Golf Club, Jon Jennings, CGCS; #18—Chicago
Golf Club, Scott Bordner; #20—0akland Hills Country Club
South Course, Steve Cook, CGCS, MG; #31—Medinah Country
Club No. 3, Curtis Tyrrell, CGCS, MG; #50—Butler National
Golf Club, Mike Sauls; #62—OQlympia Fields Country Club North
Course, Sam MacKenzie, CGCS; and #73—Rich Harvest Golf
Links, Jeff VerCautren. The magazine also came out with its
Top 100 Public Courses for 2013-2014, and on that list, The
Wilderness at Fortune Bay in Tower, MN (Vince Dodge, CGCS)
was #59; while Cog Hill No. 4 (Scott Pavalko)—the Dubsdread
course—came in at #64. | really thought this was going to be
Aurora’s year, 100.

Pitching and peddling—another mysterious case of MAGCS
member hidden identity has come to our attention. Jim Palmer,
when he wasn't pitching fastballs for the Orioles was usually
peddling underwear for Jockey. John Turner, when he isn't
pitching a spiel to a vendor is usually peddling Bayer products to
end users. Is there a chance they are one and the same?

W™ A. The Pitcher
B. The Peddler
C. The Pitcher/Peddler

MIDWEST Doppelganger

N

What are the odds of this happening?? On a recent visit to
the Old Memorial Country Club in Tampa, FL, Brian Winkel of
Syngenta was randomly assigned a caddy from the caddy pool to
tote his bag around the course (and I'm pretty sure he saw every
square inch of it, too). His caddy’s name? Brian Winkel. Wink
thought he'd met his double until he learned that Brian Winkel
the caddy was a scratch golfer (and probably a righty), ending
any doubts he may have had.

The Brian Winkels

Chalk up another legal victory for us duffers. A judge in
Montana ruled that a couple who bought a house along a golf
course should have known that their yard might be littered with
golf balls. The couple sued the course alleging trespass, nuisance
and breach of duty after nearly 1,300 golf balls landed in their
yard during the course of a season. The judge said that should
not have come as a surprise to the couple, both former golfers.
“The couple failed to fulfill their independent duty to see what
was plainly apparent before purchasing the piece of real estate,”
quoted the judge. A truly rare instance where common sense
was applied to the law—hope that catches on.

Building on the success of its nearly 20-year presence in the
golf turf industry, TurfNet has launched a companion service for
sports turf managers called TurfNetSports.com. Much like our
TurfNet, the public and members-only content areas include
news, discussion forums, educational webinars, blogs, used
equipment classifieds, job listings, resumes and videos. Take a
look if that's your thing.

Q: If Batman moves his operation to John Burke and Dale
Nissen'’s course, where would he live?
A: Old Wayne Manor.

On the 8th and 9th of last month, the inaugural Turf
Conference—the lllinois Turfgrass Foundation’s all-education
2-day event—was held at Hamburger University on the
McDonald’s corporate campus in Oak Brook, IL. Judging from
feedback from attendees, presenters, and commercial people
alike, the event was a rousing success. Intensive 30-minute
education sessions covering the gamut of all things turf in
llinois, including golf, sports turf and lawn care were conducted
in a facility seemingly built for the event. A very strong list of
educators from around the Midwest certainly didn't disappoint
the 235 attendees, and the reception at the closing of day one
was one for the books. Much hard work went into the creation
of Turf Conference, and the ITF board members and advisors who
toiled for months to bring it all together are to be commended—
you know who you are (and | know who I'm not). Thanks to
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everyone who participated, and especially to the sponsors of the
event, who were: Driver: Syngenta; Iron: JW Turf, Inc., and
Reinders, Inc.; Wedge: The Andersons, Arthur Clesen, Inc.,
BASF, Burris Equipment Company, Chicagoland Turf, CS
Turf, Lebanon Turf, Pearl Valley Organix, Pro Gro Solutions,
Tyler Enterprises, Water Well Solutions, and Waupaca Sand;
Putter: Bayer Environmental Sciences, Commercial Turf &
Tractor, Dow Agrosciences, FMC, Harrell’s, Knox Fertilizer,
Lohmann Companies, Martenson Turf Products, Inc.,
Shoreline Sand Solutions, and XGD Systems.

Check out GCSAA TV at gcsaa.org—a new segment features
Justin VanLanduit, CGCS of Briarwood CC describing “What's
In Your Cart?” for the millions and millions of viewers. And what
did those millions and millions of viewers learn about Justin?
Besides the fact that he has most of the same stuff we all do in
our carts, the dude has a MAJOR caffeine addiction. Or he has a
sweet deal with the Mountain Dew people.

The facility—very comfortable
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GCSAAciv

Produced by EPIC Creatve

Maybe Justin's video was responsible for this stat—in less than
four years of its existence, GCSAA TV videos have been viewed
more than 400,000 times! Additionally, over 550 videos on
the website have reached viewers in 151 countries. Keep on
watching—the lucky viewer of the 500,000th video will win a
free iPad.

MIDWEST Doppelganger

Bonus MAGCS celebrity look-alike feature: While patrolling the
vendors area at last month’s Turf Conference, Chuck Barber had
an epiphany when he saw the Reinders folks all decked out in
their best blue Hawaiians. Do we have another case of MAGCS
member moonlighting in Hollywood?

Welcome and congratulations to MAGCS newest member
Brian Palmer, former Senior Assitant at Merion Golf Club, and
the new golf course superintendent at Shoreacres.

Among the many honors and awards given out at the
Education Conference this month, the Col. John Morley
Distinguished Service Award is one of the biggest, and this year
four men were recognized by GCSAA. Frank Lamphier, Ken
Mangum, CGCS, Dennis Lyon, CGCS and Roch Gaussoin, Ph.D.
were all recipients of the 2013 award, which was presented
on Feb. 6th in San Diego. Congratulations to all four of these
deserving men.

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'’S

Greenhouses & Garden Centers

Rick & Bob Gary Anton
ANTON’S OF KENOSHA ANTON’S OF EVANSTON
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.) 1126 Pitner Avenue

Kenosha, W153142
414/694-2666

Evanston, IL 60202
847/864-1134
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DARRELL KOELPER
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Common Sense Turf Management
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ILLINOIS LOCATION:
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(630) 466-5239
IOWA LOCATION: Breaking barriers to better turf.
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EMAIL: Bill@RedeximTurfProducts.com
WEBSITE: www. RedeximTurfProducts.com
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The Question continued....... from 3

complete. Tree maintenance as we all know is a constant battle,
especially on courses with hundreds of trees on the property. The
frozen, snow-covered ground creates a great opportunity for

getting equipment on the course and getting some tree work
done. Whether it is corrective pruning or a master tree plan, R.rvsoo
winter is the |deal time to get this type Qf work completed. Many Starts quicker.
of us are also in charge of winter activities for members or for Runs quieter.
the general public. Ice rinks or cross-country ski courses are very Stops smoother.
popular at golf courses in the winter. These activities also r'eq_uwe' The riew Kubota RTVE00 compact
extensive labor hours and planning. They are just another ‘thing utility vehicle has all the comfort,
we do in the winter. Snow removal is another task that requires technology and refinements of a
our full attention (not including last season), since most of the larger ity vehiole.  Avallable
time the grounds department is responsible for clearing the I Subu enRaAnd

. . Realtree™ camouflage, the
parking lots and sidewalks. St sl chos BTVEGO Is

This is only the tip of the iceberg, when it comes to what ready for work or play. Visit

we do in the off season. Each facility has its own agenda and its your local Kubota dealer to test drive
own techniques. Each piece of property is different and has its the gpilyinny vehiel oF ing i,

own unique winter challenges and projects. This says nothing
about the various construction/improvement projects, both on

|
and off the course, that many of us will oversee throughogt the | Martin Implement, Inc.
winter months. There are also green committee presentations ; 18405 115th Avenue
to prepare, board meetings to attend, budgets to create, and ' Orland Park, IL 60467
agronomic plans to prepare for the upcoming season. (708) 348-8430

Winter is just another season in the year of our shared
passion—maintaining a golf course. We know what can be :
accomplished in the winter months, and we plan accordingly. I(lJ b o I'Q
Contrary to popular belief we still show up and get things done
. ; www.kubota.com
each day. So the next time someone asks what you do in the el isa rogistered radmark of Jordan Outdor Enerpriss, Li.
winter, answer as you see fit, but we all know the real answer. :

HOLLEMBEAK

CONSTRWMR GCTION INC.

SHORELINE
SAND SOLUTIONS

Golf Course Construction ® Renovations ® Bunkers
Clearing * Feature Grading * Shaping ¢ Drainage
Tee and Green Construction ¢ Cart Paths ¢ Grassing
Shoreline Stabilization » Pond Construction and Dredging o P =3
Laser Tee Leveling « GPS Golf Course Mapping 301 West U.S. Highway 20 - Michigan

P.O. BOX 103 » BIG ROCK, IL 60511 » 630-556-3891 Phone: 219.878.9991 - Fax: 219.878.9989 - Em
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EDUCATION
RECAP

Charles Anfield, CGCS, Heritage Bluffs Golf Course

Turf Conference

The last issue of OC Covered the 60" meeting
of the Midwest Turf Clinic. This issue we take a
look at the 1t Turf Conference.

In 2013, the lllinois Turfgrass Foundation re-invented its
offering for the winter education meetings. This year they came
up with sort of a “blast from the past” with the introduction of
Turf Conference. In some ways it reminded me of the events they
used to hold at Pheasant Run Resort (minus the trade show). The
2013 Turf Conference featured education for golf, sports turf,
lawn care and general turf. Each education track was designed
by committees from thorough feedback from the profession they
represent. They featured some of the best speakers available on
those topics.

The event was held at the Hyatt Lodge in Oak Brook, also
known as Hamburger University. The educational offerings
were designed to be the “epicenter” for All Things Turf for ITF
members. The ITF's goal of the Turf Conference was to keep it
simple, straightforward, provide high quality current education
and to facilitate the expansion of networks by promoting/building
relationships. Vendors had small displays, set up on high top
tables in a very cozy space. With the close location of food and
drink it was a good set up for networking. It appeared unanimous
in the conversations | had with vendors and attendees: Everyone
seemed to like the new format and new location.

Each morning began at 8:00 with a coffee and roll mixer.
Attendees “woke up” with some delicious McDonalds coffee and
conversation. Education started at 9:00 for each of the tracks in
the very nice theatre settings.

The topics that were covered went into great detail. Speakers
left plenty of time for thorough question and answer sessions.

Some highlights included:

o Dr. Derek Settle of the CDGA presented a very
interesting and in depth analysis of the “2012 Year in Review.”
He's had some time for the dust to settle ( giggle) to review the
data and provide some insight as to what happened where,
when, why and how. One clear take away message is that after
the hot dry June and July, if we didn't get that cool down period
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. Trey Rogers, Michigan State University lists the benefits of topdress-
ing fairways: Increased infiltration, dilute thatch accumulation, reduced
disease incidence, less earthworm castings, fewer traffic restrictions,
improved playability.

in August, the death toll would have been much higher as most
of the Poa was already “out of gas.”

o Dr. Trey Rodgers of Michigan State University led a
presentation on “All Things Putting Green Drainage.” He went
into the details of the physics of drainage principals and outlined
various drainage options. Scott Pavalko shared his experience
with the Sub-Air systems in use at Cog Hill Country Club. Brian
Thompson from Biltmore Country Club explained his experience
with installing XGD drainage “in-house.” Kyle Jacobsen from
Twin Orchard Country Club made an informative presentation on
their work to install XGD drainage and aggressively modify the
soil profile their greens. Dave Behrman, CGCS discussed his use
of the PC drainage system at Midlothian Country Club.

o Dr. Rogers came back after lunch to present on “Sand
Topdressing Fairways — State of the Art for the Midwest.” If you
like firm and fast, this was good stuff.

o Dr. Kevin Frank also from Michigan State University
went into great detail on “The Effects of Granular, Foliar and
Combination Fertilizer Programs on Turf Performance.”

o Our own Dr. Tom Voigt from the University of lllinois
shared his research on “Fescue Management for Golf Courses.”

There was so much information | missed. | wish | could have
attended some of the other education tracks. For a turf geek,
this was it. There was a lot of great information to take back and
begin to formulate an agronomic plan, or in layman’s terms “just
what the heck are we going to do to manage our turf and keep it
alive in 2013.”

There are no easy or inexpensive answers to managing turf
in the mid-west. But local education events like the ITF Turf
Conference, where you can share common experiences with your
peers, gather new information about new products, learn new
tactics and techniques, and can only make your job and your
operation better. Mission accomplished ITF.
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greencastonline.com/secure

Brian Winkel
630-391-2170
brian.winkel@syngenta.com

W DECUre” EEREATE

Fungicide

©2012 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using Syngenta products. The label contains important
conditions of sale, including limitations of remedy and warranty. All products may not be registered for sale or use in all states. Please check
with your state or local Extension Service before buying or using Syngenta products. Daconil Action;" and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of

a Syngenta Group Company. Secure™ is a trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation. 1LGG2044-P1 09/12




