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Another G.C.S.A.A. turf conference is in the past
and we all owe a debt of gratitude to the Cleveland
Boys, Northern Ohio golf course superintendents, Ben
Chlevin and his staff for a superb conference. All
those connected with handling the conference went
out of their way to see that everyone was taken care
of and happy.

May I personally extend my thanks to the Midwest
Association Superintendents that took part in the edu-
cational program of the conference and in the fine
way they presented themselves.

There always seems to be the sad side of each
conference and so at the Cleveland Conference, a
former member of our association, Joe Venturella,
at one time Brookwood Country Club superintendent,
suddely passed away after arriving from Southern
California. All members of the Midwest Association
of Golf Course Superintendents express our deepest
and sincere condolences to Mrs. Venturella and their
children.

We were happy to learn at the conefrence that
there is a good possibility of our headquarters office
being moved to Chicago or in the viciniity. It is an
asset to Chicago to have the fine headquarters here
and may the Midwest Association volunteer any help
that is possible to essist Ben Chlevin and headquarters
office wherever 'IN'€ may.

Again on the lighter side our Midwest Association
hospitality room was a success and something to keep
in mind for the future. Past president's pins were
given to Mel Warneke and Warren Bidwell on Wed-
nesday evening .. Tuesday evening a group of women
kept Mr. Iverson, of the Garfield Park Conservatory,
busy in one corner talking flowers. There also was
a new hobby formed for the coming year, taming
tigers. Ward Cornwell and myself are the first to take
a stab at it; anyone else may help and just think,
all from our own hospitality room.

Don't forget two very worthwhile turf conferences
coming up, Purdue Conference, first three days of
March, and a very good educational program by
U.S.G.A. green section in St. Louis, March 24th-
also other state conferences close by in the month
of March.

AI Johnson, President

MARCH MEETING·,
.." ", ,I " •

The March meeting of t~ELMidVfest Association of
Golf Course Superin,ter;ldents \ will' be held at the
Swedish Club on March J 0,. 1965 .. Mr. Nels' Johnson
will be our host. This 'should be a fine meeting.
Secretary, Roy Nelson will be sending you a notice
of the meeting with all the details;

2611 ATTEND 36th
INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS'
CONFEERNCE A~D~ ·SHOW .

'"
The week of February 7 thru '12 found the big-

gest gathering of turf minded people ever to con-
gregate at one time in Cleveland. Over 2,000 ,Su-
perintendents and their wives, Chairmen, commercial
representatives and many other interested people
were present for what turned out to be the finest
Conference to date.

The Midwest chapter was well represented as
usual with 76 members attending and about 37 wives.
Speakers and Session Chairmen selected from our
ranks did an outstanding job of conducting their por-
tion of the program.

The wives tell me that they were well entertained
by the Host Association throughout the entire week.
For the first time we splurged and had an official
Midwest Hospitality Room which proved to be the
fun-spot of the conference. The Teepee and Wigwam
Rooms were made available to us for the occasion.
We certainly should consider this again for the next
year.

¥-
ELECTION

The results of the National election are as follows:
PRESIDENT - L. R. "Bob" Shields
VICE-PRESIDENT - Edward "Ted" Roberts
NEW DIRECTORS - James W. Brandt (Re-elected)

Tom Leonard
Richard A. McClaughlin

The Midwest's Delegate, Ed Stewart voted our full
National strength of 107 votes. We still have about
6 or 7 delinquent members and about 4 more new
members that haven't been processed. Next year
our voting strength should be well around 120. This
is almost double what it was seven short years ago.

¥-
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS TO MOVE

It was reported at the Conference at Cleveland that
the National Headquarters, now in Florida, will soon
be moved to a more centrally located portion of the
United States. The feeling that one got from listen-
ing to the conversations would make you think that
the Chicago Area is the one that will be selected.
The final move should be made during the next four
or five months.

¥-
WARD CORNWELL AWARDED 25 YEAR PIN

During the Banquet Ceremonies, President Dave
Moote announced that Ward Cornwell of the Evanston
Country Club was given a 25 year pin at the Quarter
Century Breakfast held earlier in the week. Con-
gratulations, Ward.

•



PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE MIDWEST HONORED
AT CLEVELAND

During one of the more festive nights at Cleveland
two of our Past Presidents were presented pins. in-
dicating that they are past-presidents of our As-
sociation. Mel Warnecke and Warren Bidwell, both
now living outside the chicago area, were presented
their pins by President AI Johnson. Several other
pins are being delivered to two other Past Presidents
now residing in Florida by Ray Gerber. We hope to
have all the past presidents of the Midwest so honored
in the near future.

~
THREE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST RECEIVE AA

MEMBERSHIPS

Class AA-life Members are very rare indeed. To
qualify for such a membership a member must have
been a Regular or Charter member for at least 25
years and must have retired from active service as a
golf course Superintendent. George Roloff, Bill Stup-
'pie and Stan Arendt were given the new Classification
.of AA membership in the GCSAA.

~
JOE VENTURELLA DIES AT CONFERENCE

Shortly after arriving at the Hotel with the Cal i-
fornia delegation, Joe Venturella died of a heart at-
tack. The sad news traveled fast and a quiet air filled
the Hotel for the remainder of the Conference. Many
of us here in the Midwest knew Joe very well from
his days at Brookwood Country Club. Another death
was reported to us shortly after returning home on
Sunday. News reached us that "Red" Lambert of
Kansas City, Past President of the GCSAA in 1961,
died of a heart atfack Saturday night after returning
home from Cleveland. "Red" conducted the election
at the membership meeting on Wednesday afternoon.
He will be long remembered by many of us for his
slow deliberate way of conducting a meeting always
reminding the younger members of times gone by.
He was always willing to discuss the background and
reasoning behind decisions made by the Executive
Committees in the past. Our condolences go out to
the widows and families of these two fine men.

HELP! HELP! HELP!
The United States Post Office has rece-ntly an-

nounced that all bulk mailing must include the newly
adopted ZIP code on all addresses or we will be
charged the first class rate for each incorrectly ad-
dressed envelope. This could add up to a consider-
able amount each month.

To date we only have about 10% of our 580 ad-
dresses listed with ZIP code numbers. In order to
avoid a penalty we need your ZIP code number im-
mediately.

Check your envelope and note if the ZIP code is
included. If it isn't, please send me your number
as soon as possible so we can continue to send you
your free copy of the "Bull Sheet".

This would also be the time to change your ad-
dress if you would like to receive the "Bull Sheet" at
another location. Thank You,

Ted Woehrle, Editor
8700 South Western Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60620

World Flower Show To Be
Held March 20-28 At
McCormick Place

Once again the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation wil
be sharing a booth with the University of Illinois at
the World Flower Show. In past years the Founda-
tion has participated in this show with great success.
'People have an interest in the turf, whether it is a
small home lawn or a larger area and they would
like answers to their problems. A large number of
Superintendents have helped to man this booth and
have answered many of the questions that have arisen.

It is amazing to see how little people know about
turf and also how misinformed many of them are.
The experience gained during one of these tours of
duty is well worth the time that one spends. If you
are interested in helping the Illinois Turfgrass Founda-
tion during the Flower Show contact Jim Burdett
.or Bob Williams and .~hey ~H1 be happy to give you
a chance. Jim is chairman of this Committee.

Midwest To Participate
In Annual Golf Show

It was voted at the last Board Meeting that the
Midwest would participate in the Golf Show to be held
at McCormick Place on ......, 1965. We have
been able to borrow the National's new display board
that was shown in tthe lobby of the Sheraton Hotel
in Cleveland. It is a tremendous piece of equipment
and should work fine in a booth at the Show. Mem-
bers will be asked to man this booth so please make
arrangements now for attending.

The board depicts the Golf Course Superintendents'
profession at work. It is felt that through using this
display throughout the United States much can be
accomplished in promoting the profession in the
eyes of the golfing public.



Ice damage to one of our northern courses.

ICE DAMAGE
During several days in January the Northern por-

tion of the Chicago area was hit with, what the
weather bureau called, the worst ice storm in the
history of weather. Upwards of two inches of ice
covered everything. Many trees were damaged. The
falling branches broke electrical wires and much of
the area was without electricity for four or five days.
Some of the courses in the vicinity report hundreds
of trees fallen and thousands of branches on the
ground. They have a cleanup program to look for-
ward to that wiill last many weeks. Some of the
biggest and prettiest trees were destroyed. It was a
storm that will be long remembered.

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE UNIVERSITY 4-1842

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TUiF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMA1t GANG MOWERS

COOPER GREEItS MOWER

ROGERS SWEEPERS

ROYER SHlEDDEM

SOD MASTEIl PRODUCTS

WEST POINT AERIFIERS

FORD TRACTORS

LEl Y SPREADERS

AERO THATCH

PAR AIDE PRODUCTS

STANDARD PRODUCTS

ROTAIlY MOWERS

•• RENTALS• PARTSSERVICESALES

FREE ENGINEERING
The National Society of Professional Engineers op-

poses the providing of engineering services in any
manner which makes it appear as though engineering
is being done on a gratis basis, or with the implica-
tion that there are no engineering costs.

"Free Engineering", the practice of concealing
charges for providing engineering services or feasi-
bility studies incidental to the furnishing of materials,
equipment, service facilities and/or construction (be-
yond the normal supplying of technical assistance
and application data), is not to the best interest of
the owner because this practice tends to restrict com-
petitive bidding and may result in the inclusion of
materials, equipment, service facilities, and/or con-
struction not best suited to the project, it encourages
conditions under which engineering services may not
be complete, objective, or to the owner's best in-
terest, and deprives the owner of direct control and
full benefit of engineering services for which he pays.

The National Society of Professional Engineers be-
lieves that the owner's and public's interest is best
served by a full disclosure of the total costs of pro-
viding service, and that when engineering services
are provided in any form, other than the furnishing
of technical data by manufacturers and agents only
as required for the proper application of their equip-
ment or products, the charge for such engineering
sevices should be separately proposed and invoiced
by the party providing such engineering services. An
appropriate charge should be made when engineering
services are performed whether the project is con-
structed or not.

•



Wives of Midwest superintendents enloymg
Hospitality Room at Cleveland.

.CLUB AUDITORS TO
ORGANIZE

At a recent meeting held at the Merchants and
Manufacturers Club in the Merchandise Mart, the
ground work for an association of Club Accountants
and office Managers was held.

Mr. Anthony C. Rosso, Comptroller of the Beverly
Country Club, Mr. Richard Wallace, Comptroller of
the Medinah Club and Mr. Don W. Zienty, President
of the Accountants Hotel and Motel Association met
to discuss the merits of this new organization.

Originally thought of by Mr. Rosso and Mr. Wal-
lace, it is the belief that such a group could meet
regularly and relate club accounting problems, pro-
cedures and tax problems regarding Country Clubs.
Other helpful information would be the use of de-
partmental budgets, expenses, inventory control and
other methods which would be a part of Country Club
accounting.

The Beverly Country Club which was the first club
in the Chicagoland area to advance their Accounts
Receivable on date processing will be joined by Me-
dinah Country Club which will have similar processing
for their receivables. It is felt that other Country
Clubs may accept this procedure and try to unify
Club Accounting.

At the present time, approximately twelve have
expressed their interest in this new organization. If
you are interested in being a part of this group, please
contact one of the gentelmen listed below:
Anthony C. Rosso, Beverly Country Club-BE 8-4203
Richard Wallace, Medinah Country Club-NA 5-9200

Notify your auditor or bookkeeper of this infor-
mation. We may all benefit from it.

Golfer's
Delight

,w..J.f.JIJI4lJ.A1AlfW-ll.lIM.~~WAJ~IJ.M'~IN4II~~IN\f\A!'AA.tJ.\UJ11J)WJ.~~,..",.

Fairways and greens kept at
their best! And remember:
DARL/NG'S PLANT FOODS

DOES /T BEST!

P!RM~·
& COMPANY

4201 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago 60609
Phone: 927-3000

dependable

available

FIIIIIIII2 reliable

L longevity

I integrity

N nearness

c:::::r growth

S service



GREEN GRASS AND
GRASS ROOTS

C. W. Lobenstein
Presented December, 1964, University of Illinois

The growing of healthy green grass is the common
goal of our respective jobs which brings us together
at meeting such as this. The users of our products
expect the production of an adequately thick ground
cover at all times in spite of the many hurdles of
disease, weather, and soils problems and at the same
time desire the product to be green. Many times
green is not green enough and we may find our-
selves yielding to pressures to make it greener. This
is fine-we all desire to produce a product that gains
maximum customer satisfaction.

All who have examined critically the question of
"How green is good" recognize it is not a new prob-
lem. In any series of turfgrass literature this matter
is discussed repeetedlvr As· recently as 1960 in these
Proceedings, Dr. Eliot C. Roberts discussed the rela-
tionship between foliage and root production and
again pointed out that yield, as foliage production,
and dark green color were, in themselves, poor in-
dicators of quality turfgrass.

Anyone seriously concerned with turfgrass manage-
ment recognizes as obvious, the fact that grass, like
most other plants, cannot be grown without an ade-
quate root system. Examples of problems observed
during the past season illustrate the point that many
apparently do not yet recognize this point or over-
look it in the pressures of the growing season. Thus
some of the factors affecting foliage and root de-
velopment are perhaps worthy of review and re-
emphasis.

Mowing is necessary in production of good usable
turf but may be a necessary evil as far as the grass
is concerned. The fact that clipping practices, es-
pecially at the heights often required, reduces foliage
and root growth is a cardinal principle in turfgrass
growth. Maintenance of high nitrogen levels and
optimum moisture conditions stimulate shoot growth
much more repidly than root growth especially when
new leaves are removed as rapidly as they are pro-
duced. This is the second principle. If root develop-
ment is further placed al 9. dlsadventeqe by poor
aeration through compacted or poorly drained root-
zone structure, the effects of the two previous facts
are aggravatetd. The poor growth of roots is trans-
ferred to poorer shoot growth. Additional nitrogen
or additional water in an effort to get quick results
only make matters worse. With a good structured,

PAUL E. BURDETT
Seed - Fertilizers & Gol] Course Supplies

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS

OF

AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB

12-4-8
(50% Organic Nitrogen)

... ~~~~ 10-6-4
(25% Organic Nitrogen)

16-8-8

Also

Hydraulic Feeders

Rainbird & Nelson Sprinklers and Valves
Myers Pumps - Johns Manville Pipes

E. I. DU PONT & CHIPMAN CHEMICALS
P. O. Box 241, Lombard, Illinois - 629-1123

Paul W. 627-0282 Jim 629-0223

TURF TROUBLES
try our line of tested, trusted

treatments for finest turfl

• FUNGICIDES • HERBICIDES • INSECTICIDES
• LIQUID & SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS • WEnlNG AGENTS

write for our FREE25th Anniversary Catalog
AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZERCO., INC.

and ROKEBY CHEMICAL COMPANY
Marietta, Ohio. P. O. Box 267 • phone 373·1394

MILLBURN. PeatMoss
SAVES TIMEI SAVES MONEYI

PROMPT DELIVERY ON BULK TRUCKLOADS
Write, or phone collect: (A/C 317) 583-4411for details

MILLBURN PEAT CO., INC. P. O. BOX 297 OTTERBEI~, IMDIANA

MORE AND MORE MID-WEST GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS

ARE SWITCHING TO IMC FERTILIZER PRODUCTS. YOU, TOO,

CAN ENJOY OUTSTANDING RESULTSAT NO INCREASE IN COST.

•
Our Turf Specialists Are At Your Service I

INTERNATIONAL MINERALS & CHEMICAL CORP.

Skoki., Illinois Phone YO 6-3000-:-



•

•

•

well aerated rootzone, roubles may still arise from
problems of pH or failure of the turf user to appre-
ciate the liimtations of air and soil temperatures be-
yond which the turfgrass cannot be forced without
serious injury.

Development of slow release nitrogen fertilizer com-
pounds in recent years have been a most useful and
welcome addition to the tool kit of turfgrass manage-
ment. The ability to provide a more continuous feed-
ing in place of the very stimulative soluble mater-
ials should lead to better turf health. At the same
time, many still use moderate amounts of: the quick
solubles or even spray-on applications to get that
"quick-kick" to keep the color up and the user happy.
Without full knowledge and awareness of the inter-
acting factors regulating foliage and root growth, all
three forms can still cause serious trouble.

As an example, up to June, the greens on e. small
course in Southern Illinois started the season in ex-
cellent shape. Upon subsequent development of poor
color, a urea-formaldehyde application was made, the
only fertilizer application since early spring. The
greens responded-colorwise! During the summer
nearly all greens went out from 20 to 90 percent in
spite of verticutting, skiping, daily watering, and
more U-F. When the damage had been done it was
discovered that the greens had received 16 pounds
of calcium arsenate per 1,000 in a split application
the preceding fall and spring, some potash but no
phosphate of record. No soil test had been made
but a fairly good guess could be made as to the
trouble, especially in view of the arsenical used on
typically low phosphate soils of Southern Illinois.

The point of concern here is that even with the
exclusive use of slow release nitrogen materials,
trouble can surely arise if all factors are not con-
sidered. With the typical reduction of the working
depth of the grass' roots accompanying high tempera-
tures, coupled with depletion or complexing of the
phosphate reserves in the surface zones of soil, ad-
dition of even slow release nitrogen to get growth
and color can backfire just as surely as the more quick
soluble forms.

Two home lawns in Carbondale illustrate a similar
violation of the cardinal principles of growing a
durable turf. They were established with the best
of seed with adequate surface ferilization including
limestone but no incorporation sufficiently deep into
the rootzone of the slowly soluble limestone or phos-
phates. The results-? By following recommended ap-
plications of a complete fertilizer with a high ratio
of slow release nitrogen including regular monthly
applications, beautiful lawns were produced-as long

CUSTOMIZED
WEATHERIZED

WRITE FOR QUOTATIONJ PARKWAY SIGNS I
BOX 487 McHENRy' ILL. 60050

lrea (ad. 115-385-0125

NEW:
KAY-BEE PREMIUM MOR-L1FE
10-5-5 Pelleted with Organic

Base Also Regular
Key-Bee Pel-organic 5-5-0

KAHN BROS. CO. Boulevard 8-0640

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCB 1930

Complete. economtcat tree service for Private Estates.
Parks, Municipalities. Golf Courses, Cemeteries, Schools,
Industrial Areas.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying,
Removals, Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry.

- FULLY INSURBD-
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MAI:'-1OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois
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Wal nut Drive Libertyville, Illinois

Phone: EM pire 2-1121
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Geneva., Batavia, St. Charles - All Hours - 231-4840

c. E. STEWART
Civil Engineer

Irrigation. Drainage. Water Supply. Pumping Plants
Design - Reports - Consultation - Supervision
18357Homewood Ave. Homewood, Illinois

THE SEQUESTERED FERTILIZERS FERTIL-ADE and AQUA-SOL
For 15 years Golf Course Superintendents
have relied on Fertil-Ade or Aqua-Sol for
Better Greens that stay Better.

FEITIL-ADE, LIQUID
No.1 10·1-6
No. 2 10- • - 6 with extra chelated iron,
No.4 15 - 0 - 7~
No.5 15 - 0 - 7~ with extra chelated iron.

IfjUANT AQr-SOL
25 ·10.20 ThiS ratio C; analysis scored
"Most Likely for best growth of lawns,
trees and flowers.tt
Distributed by: Georre A. Davia, IDe. - R. L. Ryencm
SMITH EQUIPMENT and SUPPLY co.
1615-'21 III Ce n t r o l A'YC • C~.1((]90 39 1111nOI\



as the rains came and before that section of the city
ran out of water. Then, with the dry summer and
an anti-watering ordinance, disaster struck. Other
lawns in the neighborhood, with moderate to little
fertilization and particularly lower. nitrogen levels,
survived. Not as green of course, but they survived.
The luxuriant foliage had been produced at the ex-
pense of a root system adequate to carry through;
moreover, the thatch developed by this program had
encouraged the roots to develop even shallower in
the tight soil. Small wonder the turf expired when
the thatch dried out.

In a long-term fertility experiment on bluegrass
at Dixon Springs in cooperation with the University
of Illinois, Department of Horticulture, we again ob-
served the breakdown of greenness of color as a
measure of turf quality. This experiment was set up
on low phosphate soils of very desirable structure
but received supplemental irrigation only once dur-
ing the summer. In the various combinations used,
plots receiving high nitrogen rates in monthly in-
crements always rated highest from the viewpoint
of color regardless of whether P and K were high or
at the minimum level. When drought stress took its
toll the high nitrogen plots lost the most grass and
by the end of the season were the lowest in measured
shoot density.

In review, the basic principles of maintaining good
foliage and root balance are summarized by many
papers and talks in previous turfgrass meetings as
follows: maintain clipping heights as high as pos-
sible with the dictates of the grass and its use,
diseased leaves cannot support adequate root growth
nor use of the turf, phosphorus and slowly soluble
nutrients must be adequate throughout the rootzones,
other essential nutrients should be supplied in proper
balance and quantities, pH and water factors should
be regulated with common sense, roots cannot grow
without air, and nitrogen levels should be as low as
possible without causing the grass to completely lose
its vigor to recover when climatic and disease factors
become more favorable. Even though the slow re-
lease materials may provide a much more desirable
means of supplying nitrogen to grow green grass,
they do not provide a means of escaping the pitfalls
of grass being permitted to grow too green for its
own good.

SAY YOU SAW
IT IN THE

"BULL SHEET"

WASHINGTON and TORONTO (CIS) STOLONS
SOD FOR ANY SITUATION

MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS.
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WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 W. Illth STREET :.: Phone: GI bson 8·7200

PALOS PARK. DJJNOIS

JACOBSEN
FIRST ON THE GREEN -

- FIRST ON THE TEE

ILLINOIS LAWN EQUIPMENT, INC.
14750 La Grange Road - U.S. 45

Orland Park, Illinois
FIeldbrook 9·8484

Bob Johnson

TORONTO C·15 SOD and STOLONS
(Grown on sterilized soil with seedheads removed)

Merion and Kentucky Bluegrasses

{

12-6-6 Organic Base
SUR E • G R 0 12-6·6 16·8-8

Plant Foods 10-6·4 5-10-5
10-10-10 10·3-7

eJI. t: C. $oJ h~, JIf,C.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.

SY camore 8-2210 Tinley Park, III.

MILORGANITE
USED AND PREFERRED BY

GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS - ETC.

"Golf Cour se Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
(RAY MURPHY TRUCKING)

116th &: Archer Ave. (Rt. 4-A) - Lemont, Illlnoia
RAY MURPHY CL e&rWater '7-8701

• MERION and KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• C-15 SOD and STOLONS

L:· PENCROSS BENT SOD
DEARIE and STRUD SOD NURSERY
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R. R. 2 - Box 72 - ELGIN, ILLINOIS
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Phone: 312 669-5452 or 312 66~-5771

LOUIS SCHACHTN.ER
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