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When The Thunder Sleeps:
With the advent of the fall and winter season,

we are reminded of the various ways many of the
creatures of Nature, including man, prepare for the
long months ahead.

Artists have depicted on canvas the fl ight of the
wild geese to a warrn climate. The illustration so
often used of the squirrel storing nuts for the winter
months is a symbol of preparedness that has been
exploited many times by commercial interest through-
out the land. It is a good point and well taken.

As a farm woman, my dear mother canned vege-
tables by the hundreds of quarts back some forty
years ago-enough 'to do us', as the growing season
progressed. In the early fall, many apples were sliced
and dried for use in pie making once the fresh apples
were exhausted. Upon arrival home from the one
room country school, we youngsters were put to
work shelling dry beans and peas or helping dad
dig sweet potatoes, bringing in pumpkins from the
fields or puting turnips in the root cellar for use in
the deep of winter. Many of these practices are still
in use today in many parts of rural America. The
action at the sorghum mill is still a very vivid memory.

Far off in the desolate, yet very beautiful Va IIE:Y
of the Monuments on the Utah-Arizona line, near the
Four Corners regions of our great Southwest, the
people of the Navajo Tribe will soon hold their Cere-
monial, 'When the Thunder Sleeps'. This is no ordi-
nary chant with the stamping of feet and fantastic
gyrations. The religious significance of this ancient
and meaningful Ceremony goes back to the very gene-
sis of the tribe's forebearers, their 'Ancient Ones'.
At the time of this Ceremony their crops of peaches,
beans, squash and other foods that have been intro-
duced by the European white man have been har-
vested and stored for the long, hard winter in this
high plateau country. Thus, they give thanks to
Mother Earth, whom they bel ieve to be the source of
all life, for the favor of the rain gods, the bounti-
ful crops and fer the ever presence of the Great Spirit
who keeps away all that is evil from their hogans.

It was at the entrance to this valley of monol iths

of brilliantly colored stone rising a thousand feet
heavenward from the valley floor that I experienced
one of Nature's truly great spectaculars-the rising of
the full moon late last January. While I was going
crazy trying to calculate the proper setting for my
camera, the valley was flooded with that soft, yet
brilliant light that only a full moon can provide. It
was another world, one that is dear to the heart of
the Navajo, where he can celebrate in his own way
with his very own feeling his ancient Ceremonial,
'When the Thunder Sleeps'.

Warren Bidwell, President

•
SEPTEMBER - A BUSY MONTH

The month of September was perhaps the busiest
month for local golf course Superintendents in the
history of the Association.

It all started with the annual Fall Field Day at
Michigan State on September 9, 1964. They certainly
are progressing with their program on turf research.
A great deal of work is being done on winter damage
and its cause and cures.

On Monday, September 14, we had the choice of
attending our annual joint meeting with the brothers
from Wisconsin or traveling down to Purdue Uni-
versity to attend their Annual Fall Field Day. (A re-
peat performance at Purdue was also scheduled for
the following day, Tuesday)

For those that attended the Wisconsin meeting they
were confronted with a rainy day. Despite the
weather, 25 Superintendents from the Midwest at-
tended along with around 75 Wisconsin members.
Charley Shiley had the course in magnificent shape.
North Hills is in good hands under Charley's Super-
vision. The Educational program included slides by
O. J. Noer who recently returned from a European trip
with Robert Bruce Harris.

Several Superintendents ventured down to Purdue
and they were shown the latest work in Grass selec-
tions, Crabgrass Controls, Deeper summer time root
promotion with anti-auxins, Poa annua control in
greens. Calcined clay tests, Bentgrass tolerance to
crabgrass preventers. The lowered Purdue Stadium
was shown with its new field of turf. Crabbgrass and
Poa annua controls in watered bluegrass fairways,
Bluegrass selections dating from 1950 to the present
time, Zoysia release report, Ryegrass and timothy
plots, slow release fertilizers-5 new experimentals
were included. Creeping bentgrass kill in Bluegrass,
and vertical mowing for manicuring turf.

On Friday September 18, many of our members
journeyed on down to, the University of Illinois for
their annual Fall Field Day. Once again we were
bothered by rain. Dur inq the morning portion of the
program the rain held off until the program ended.
During the afternoon presentation it began raininq and
continued to rain for the remainder of the day. Dr.
Jack Butler and the other men participating in turf
work at the University are certainly to be conqratu-
lated for the fine work that is being done. A full
report on the program wi II appear next month in
the Bull Sheet.
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Monday, September 21 found our members parti-
cipating in a joint meeting with the Club Managers
Association at the beautiful Midlothian Country Club
for golf and dinner. Ed Duehr, Host Superintendent
had his headaches that day because of the heavy
rain the day before. One of his fairways was com-
pletely under water. Despite this fact he had the
rest of the course in great shape. I have never seen
so much bent in watered fairways in the Chicago
area. The Superntendents won all the golf prizes.

OCTOBER MEETING
Our annual Golf Tournament will be played at our

next Monthly meeting. The Host Club will be Briar-
wood Country Club in Deerfield, Illinois. The meet-
ing date has been set for Tuesday, October 13, 1964.
Sharpen up your game and play the challenging golf
course that Paul Voykin, the host Superintendent, has
groomed so well all summer.

Left to right - Dr. Jack Butler, Dr. Mike Britton
James Holmes, Dr. William H. Daniel, Roy Nelson,

Warren Bidwell.

SPEOIAL MEETING
LA SALLE HOTEL, August 21, 1964

At our last monthly meeting held at Olympia Fields
Country Club on August 3, 1964 it was suggested
that our Association attempt to hire some individual
to come into our area and investigate our problem.
This person in turn would make a report on his find ..
ings and perhaps give us some good clues as to what
really happened.

This was approved by the majority present. On
Friday, August 7 President Warren Bidwell called a
Board meeting to discuss problems involved in secur-
ing such an individual. The outcome of the meeting
resulted in a compromise. After realizing that one
individual would find this too big F.I task it was de-
cided that we calion the Chicago District Golf As-
sociation to help us. After discussing the various ra-
mifications of this problem it was decided to ask
Dr. William H. Daniel of Purdue and Dr. Mike Britton
and Dr. Jack Butler of the University of Illinois to
participate in a panel discussion along with 1wo of
our Superintendents from Chicago. Next we needed
a Moderator and only one man fit this bill. Jim
Holmes. our Midwest Agronomist representinq the
United States Golf Association, was the man. The
meeting date was set for 3:30 P.M. Fridav, August
21, 1964 at the La Salle Hotel in Chicago, lllino.s.

The meeting was opened by Mr. Charles Eckstein,
one of the biggest backers of the Golf Course Su-
perintendent, representing the Greens Committee of
the Chicago District Golf Association. After remarking
on the reasons for the meeting, he turned the pro-
gram over to the affable Jim Holmes. Jim pointed
out that we were assembled to discuss two .hrnos.
What happened to our fairway turf? and, WI1at ;re
we going to do about it?

It must be pointed our at this 1ime that ther~ were
over 200 attending. Several states were representee
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, lndiene and Michigan. The
group was made up of Superintendents and their
Chairmen as well as many Club Officials and in-
terested Commercial People.

The panel consisted of:
Dr. William H. Daniel. Purdue University
Dr. Jack Butler, University of Illinois
Dr. Mike Britton, University of Illinois
Mr. Roy Nelson, Superintendent of Ravisloe

Country Club
Mr. Warren Bidwell, Superintendent, Olympia

Fields Country Club
Dr. Butler's opening remarks follow:
No one thing was to blame - Each environment

is different. Soil conditions, drainage, management,
variety of grasses and amounts of rainfall all entered
into the picture. Conditione: are different everywhere
The man who lives with the problem is the man to
pinpoint the reasons for the problems.

Dr. Britton's opening remarks:
We have experienced wet, hot, and humid condi-

tions this past month. These factors are perfect for
disease. Mike showed several slides at this poin:
illustrating what the disease looked like and the:
damage that it had done. Moisture is the key to our
problem, whether in the sailor in the: air. Last
severe attack was in 1955. This disease may hit
every year or it may skip many years. Annual Blue-
grass seemed to have been more susceptible 10 Py-
thium damage than either Bent or Common Kentucky
Bluegrass. There are no adequate chemical controls
at present for the prevention' or cure of Pythium.

Dr. Daniel's opening remarks:
We have had other years when this pest was pre-

valent. Some worse and some not quite as bad. If
there is a breeze or if the humidity is below 40~/e
by 10:00 A.M. there is little damage from disease.
If we h~ve high temper etur es, high humidity and
no wind for several days we have trouble with dis.
ease. It seems to incubate at nioht.

Mr. Warren Bidwell's openinq reOJmarks·
Are we not as 3 group of Superintendents trying

to strive too hard for perfection? Aren't we 1rying
to soup up tha grass too much? Aren't we ClS a 9;"ou~
of Superintendent- too color conscious? Don't we
invite many of our own troubles? The competition
with the club across the street is perhaps too keen.
We use more fertilizer each year. Some old timers
practice minimum feeding programs to help them
through time of stress. They sacrifice looks for ease
of maintenance during rough times.

• MERION and KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• C-15 SOD and STOLONS

• PENCROSS BENT SOD
DEARIE and STRUD SOD URSERY

or Thornton's Turf Nursery
R. R. 2 - Box 72 - ELGIN, ILLINOIS

SH erwood 2-6030 I
j



Isn'T it too bad that we had trouble with Pythium
all these years and with all the money expended
and with all the research that is going on and still
don't have a control of Pythium?

Britton ansvve rs this Question -
The only time this disease can be worked on In

the field, is when it is present. This lime is usually
too short to derive any definite conclusions. The
next best thing we can do is to work with Controlled
Climate Chambers in the Laboratory. We have such a
chamber at the Univeristy of Illinois. Dr. Beard was
just given one at Michigan State University by the
Golf Course Superintendents Association of America.
He will be doing some work in the future. Even if
we find controls in the Control jed Climate Chamber
it doesn't mean that these controls will work in the
field. An example is the recommended dosage of
Zineb which failed in the field this year for Rust
control. It worked beautifully in the lab. We present-
ly have some promising materials but we need to
know more on rates of application in the field.

Mr. Roy Nelson's opening remarks:
There are basically four prerequisites for diseuses

to thrive. First you need a Pathogen (disease), next
you need a host (grass.) There also has to be the
proper environment (weather) and last we need a
carrier (wind, water, insects, golfer, etc.) If we can el i-
minate anyone of these we can control the disease.
We realize that the weather cannot be controlled.
We have been spending most of OL'r effort in elimi-
nating the disease with chemicals. Perhaps we should
concentrate our efforts in the direction of one of the
other prerequisites. Maybe we can control the car-
rier - water or dew removal - mechanically. Re-
moving dew in the morning seems to help. Some
of our fungicides seem to weaken the grass there-
fore opening up avenues for the disease to enter and
do its damage. We may be defeating our purpose
with the use of chemicals.

Jim Holmes -
We all realize that we have a problem, so what

do we do about it?
Dr. Daniel -
We in the Midwest lose more turf to wilt each year

than all the diseases put together, this is primarily
due to the short root system of the Poa annua. Very

c. E. STEWART
Civil Engineer

Irrigation, Drainage, Water Supply, Pumping Plants
Design - Reports - Consultation - Supp.rvision
18357Homewood Ave. Homewood, Illinois

little bent is lost to wilt. The diseases do little damage
to Bent.

Holmes -
Do we g0 Jack to Blueqresses?
Bob Williams, Supt. of Bob-O-Link C. C.
As I see it there are two alternatives that Club

Officials have when deciding what type of fairways
they should have especially if they are in the process
of building a new course. Most of our clubs do
not have a choice because the decision was made by
nature many years ago. A new CI ub can decide
between Bluegrass or Bent-Poa fairways.

Maybe we should reevaluate our present standards
of fairway maintenance. Our present standards have
been set by the so called better golfer. Are our
standards what' the average golfer really wants? Our
Club Officials should be made to understand that
under the present standards (that is with the present
materials and equipment) we may expect to lose
turf periodically when such conditions arise as we
experienced this year. Granted, Poa-Bent fairways
are far superior to present day Bluegrass when the
Poa and Bent is at its peak. But, during times of
stress they are inferior.

In the very near future through plant breeding
and plant selection we should arrive at a Bluegrass
that would give us superior turf for modern golfing
conditions. Not Iike the Bluegrasses of old - with
all the new chemicals and equipment on the market
today our job would be much easier. The turf would
be more serviceable for the majority of the season
when compared to what we have today.

There is hardly a season that goes by without
losing some fairway turf for a period of several weeks.
When we consider that maintenance of Poe-Bent fair-
ways has become niqhtrnerish for the Superintendent
- they require around the clock attention seven days
a week. Is it worth it? It certainly is expensive for
the Club. Modern usage of the golf cars has also
added to our headaches as well as the increase in
play and the constant beating of our equipment over
the fairways hundreds of times per season. Can we
stay with it when we know that Bluegrass would out-
perform the Poa-Bent fairways?

Bidwell -
Ninety percent of our trouble is caused by the Poa.

I am doing everything in my power to increase my
stand of Bent in our fairways at Olympia Fields. We
are seeding, aerifying, sliting - and with more
chemicals, fertilizers and with a better water pro-
gram we seem to be gaining on the Poa. Our bent
population has increased 30 or 40 percent during
the last five years.

CAN ENJOY OUTSTANDING RESULTS AT NO INCREASE IN COST .
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MORE AND MORE MID-WEST GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS

ARE SWITCHING TO IMC FERTILIZER PRODUCTS. YOU, TOO,

Our Turf Specialists Are At Your Service!

INTERNATIONAL MINERALS & CHEMICAL CORP.

Skokie, Illinois -:- Phone YO 6-3000



Dr. Daniel -
Are you sure you want to do without Poa annua?
Bidwell -
Yes. If I could wave a magic wand over my turf

and say, "Poa be gone!" I would do it.
Dr. Daniel -
If you want to eliminate Poa annua you have com-

mitted yourself to growing perfect turf whether Blue-
grass or Bent. Any short comings must be compen-
sated for. We have new management tools today
such as thatch removal equipment, new herbicides
and fungicides. We can control all annual weeds in
Bluegrass. (Poa annua is not an annual.) Sometime
in the very near future we may be able to raise
weed free and disease free Bluegrass. If we can,
then we can mow it much shorter and give the golfer
what he wants with much less expense. It will take
a great deal of tedium, however. The Bluegrasses
we have at present are not the answer.

Question from the floor: What type of Bent shou Id
we try to establ ish in our fairways?

Oscar Borgmeier, Geo. A. Davis Company -
At present we sell almost twice as much Seaside

Bent as compared to Highland or Astoria. The reason
being that Seaside Bent seems to stool out quicker.
It is more of a Creeping Bent. The price of Penn Cross
is coming down fast. It is much cheaper than any
other time in the past. Seed a mixture of the three.
I have noticed more grass being killed during the
summer months by standing water than by any other
reason. I see so much poor drsinage both surface
and subsurface. Why does grass under water, die
in the summer and 110t in the Spring or Fall?

MILORGANITE
USED AND PREFERRED BY

GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

RENTALS

R SEMAN
2620 CRAWFORD AVE UNIVERSITY 4-1842

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

COOPER GREEttS MOWER

ROGERS SWEEPERS

ROYER SHREDDER,S

SOD MASTER PRODUCTS

WEST POINT AERIFIERS

FORD TRACTORS

LEL Y SPREADERS

AERO THATCH

PAR AIDE PRODUCTS

STANDARD PRODUCTS

ROTARY MOWERS

• • PARTS •SALES SERVICE

Custom Blended Top Soil For Top Dressing
or Building of New Greens & Tees

Rich Humus-

+
The Best Soil

+
Experience

The Best in

Made to Order

Soil Mixes

Prompt Service and Efficient Delivery Guaranteed

TAMELING BROS.
7400 S. Madi&on,Hinsdale FA 3-7171 Rt. 83 & Rt. 66



Dr. Butler -
The need for high amounts of oxygen needed by

the plants during the heat of the summer cannot
be supplied by the roots when under water. This
causes the plant to wilt. Getting back to this other
thing of controlling Poa; My biggest fear is that we
might find a good killer of Poa. Some of us would
be in real trouble if we killed all our Poa.

Nelson -
I agree with Oscar on this drainage porblem and

the loss of grass. We at Ravisloe have been im-
proving our drainage problem in several ways. First
we have been cleaning out clogged tiles and where
necessary adding surface drains which we connect
to the underground tile. Another way is in draining
individual wet spots with a slit-trench back-filled with
pea gravel all the way to the surface. Do not cover
gravel with soil. It will seal off the gravel and you
will defeat the purpose of the trench. Run these
trenches through the wet area out into the dry soil
surrounding it for 30 or 40 feet. The grass will soon
grow over this small trench and hide the gravel but
you will continue to drain your wet spot.

Another way in which we have improved our
drainage is to use the Aero-Blade machine to cut
through the thatch and allow water and air into the
compacted soil. This encour aqes root growth.

Dr. Britton -
Many diseases in the area of the crown and root

will cause symptoms of wilt.
Holmes --
The better golfer tends to influence other mem-

bers in the condition of the turf.
Dr. Daniel -
If you decide to go to Bluegrass fairways you have

six choices. Merion, Delta, Park, Newport, Common,
and Windsor. Do not use anyone of these straight.
Always plant a mixture, such as Merion mixed with
Newport, or Delta mixed with Park and Common.
This will allow one grass to cover up the weakness
of the others.

Charles Wilson, Milwaukee Sewerage Commission-
Please do not lessen your standards of fairways

maintenance. There is a Club in Toronto, Canada,
where they converted several acres of Poa-Bent fair-
way turf to pure Merion several years ago. The
Merion is beautiful but they are now in the process of
going back to the Poa-Bent fairways at the request
of the membership. We are not quite ready to make
this change. The golfer hasn't been educated yet.

Dr. Daniel -
Why can't we control the Poa annua? We can! Are

you ready to do it?

M LLBURN PeatMoss
SAVES TIMEI SAVES MONEYI

PROMPT DELIVERY ON BULK TRUCKLOADS
Write, or phone collect: (A/C 317) 583-4411for details

MillBURN PEAT CO./ INC. P. O. BOX 297 OTTERBEI'N, ItlDIANA

(

TORONTO C-15 SOD and STOLONS
(Grown on sterilized soil with seedheads removed)

Merion and Kentucky Bluegrasses

{

12-6-6 Organic Base
SUR E - G R 0 12-6-6 16-8-8

Plant Foods 10-6-4 5-10-5
10-10-10 10-3-7

dI. c. C. $oJ hWl4e'uf, JHC.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.'

SY camore 8-2210 Tinley Park, III.

"WHERE QUALITY IN THE BAG

MEANS QUALITY TURF"

SAYS JIM RAINES

8 KAHN BROS. CO. Boulevard 8-0640

WASHINGTON and TORONTO (CIS) STOLONS
SOD FOR ANY SITUATION

MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS,
CREEPING BENT, FESCUE OR

MEYER (Z52) ZOYSIA

WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 W. HUh STREET :-: Phone: or bson 8-7200

PALOS PARK, DJJNOIS

THE SEQUESTERED FERTILIZERS FERTll-ADE and AQUA-SOL
For 15 years Golf Course Superintendents
have relied on Fertil-Ade or Aqua-Sol for
Better Greens that stay Better.

FERTIL-ADE, LIQUID
No.1 10- I- 6
No. 2 10- • - 6 with extra chelated iron.
No. .. 15 - 0 - 7Yl
No.5 15 ·0 - 7Yl with extra chelated iron.

INSTANTAQr-SOL
25 - 10- 20 This ratio c; analysis scored
"Most Likely for best growth of lawns,
trees and flowers."
Distributed by: George A. Davia, IDC.· R. L. Ryenon
SMITH EQUIPMENT and SUPPLY CO.
1615·'21 N Central A'Ve • CI-o,,090 39. III,no,\



Dr. Butler -
Some work has been done to Improve tne strain

of Poa annua so we might develop a new strain that
will withstand some of the torture that it must go
through to survive. Most of these projects have been
abandoned. Then? apparently is no such thing as a
good Pea annua.

Dr. Britton -
You can't try to kill it and try to keep it too. You

have to do one or the other.
Nelson -
If you can't lick if, Join it. Poa can be saved in

greens but il is too expensive on an eceraqe basis
to try and save it in the fairways.

Dr. Britton --
Dithane M45 deserves another look. It may have

some promises.
Charles Wilson --
The product DEXON seemed to give good control

down south under certain conditions. This seemed
to vary in one cese with the time of appl ication. it
may be light sensitive. Some people have used it
on Bent Greens at the rate of 2 ozs. per 1000 sq. ft.

Holmes. -
We all know that we can't go in and plow our

f eirways but we can do the next best thing, we can
use an Aero-tiller. This machine or similar ones have
proven time and again that they are helping in the
control of thatch and aerification of the soil.

This whole problem may have been a blessing
in disguise. Get in there now and seed some Bent
into your fairways and get the jump on the Poa.
This is the easiest "vay to do it, when the Poa is
weak or dead .•

• CRestwood 2-0290
2-5267

r We Have the Largest Selection of Leaf
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14750 LA GRANGE RuAD

ORLAND PARK, ILL.

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
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"FIVB BLL 11X8 ABBOBB'I'lTJI"
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Geneva, Batavia, St. Charles - All Hours - 231-4840

3425 Techny Road
Northbrook, Illinois

PRECISION BLENDED TOP DRESSING
Custom blended to your specificafions by our modern equipment.

We sell an air dried, uniform and free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOIL

HENRY FRENZER



Dr. Daniel -
If you are intereested in slowing up the spread of

Poa annua you might try this. Make a fall applica-
tion of Maleic Hydrazide - just enough to slow down
seed head formation of Poa annua. (A! ittle less
than one pint per acre.) This should be applied in
late afternoon with a small amount of a wetting
agent. This should be repeated then in the Spring
after the first or second mowing as soon as the first
seedhead is noticed. It will only reduce growth of
those plants sprayed. I am not saying tha you
should try it. For heaven sakes if you do, don't
do it to the whole golf course. Just try it on a small
area. This stuff is dangerous. Too much will stop
terminal growth of Bent and Bluegrass.

Nelson and Dr. Britton -
Hose dragging in the early morning certainly

seems to slow up diseases. Anything that can be
done to knock off the water from the leaf surface
will help. The longer grass stays wet the better
your chances are of getting a disease.

Wetting, agents may be another answer in pre-
venting dew in the first place. Some people report
outstanding results with wetting agents. One per-
son in the audience reported using a wetting agent
at the rate of one oz. per 1000 sq. ft. every three
days.

We of the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents certainly are thankful for the efforts
of The Chicago Distirct Golf Association in helping
to assemble this panel. Thanks also to the U.S.G.A.
and Jim Holmes for helping to conduct the meeting.
The panel was outstanding and we can all breathe a
little easier now.

Phone: 312 669-5452 or 312 66!:l-5771
LOUIS SCHACHTN,ER

Distributor
BLACK DIAMOND HUMUS SOIL

HUNTLEY, ILLINOIS

.TA leoti 5-1495 . Have Stumper - Will Travel
STUMP CUTTER

From Stump To Shavings At Real Savings
No stump to dig br pull No large hole to fill

No stump to haul
Otto E. Georgi 516 N. Northwest Highway
State Licensed Tree Expert Park Ridge, Illinois

AUL E. BURDETT
Seed - Fertilizers & Golf Course Supplies

Agrico Fertilizers
Rainbird & Nelson Sprinklers and Valves

Myers Pumps • Johns Manville Pipe
E. I. DU PONT & CHIPMAN CHEMICALS

Sole Distributors of HYDRAULIC FEEDERS
We Also Recommend Frenzer's Top Dressing
P. O. Box 241, Lombard, Illinois - 627-0232

Paul W. 627-0282 Jim 629-0223

AGRICO®Country Club Fertilizers and AGRINITE®
Professional fertilizers for professional turf grass managementNEW AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB 12-4-8 (50% Organic Nitrogen)

AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB 10-6-4 (25% Organic Nitrogen)
AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB 16-8-8

Manufactured by

The American Agricultural Chemical Company

l
Fulton -2211
FULTON, ILL.


