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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Our last meeting, held at the orth Shore Country

Club, was well attended by both Midwest members and
our guests, the Wisconsin group. It was certainly a
pleasure to see such a large turnout. I am sure everyone
enjoyed the fine talk given by Jim Watson. The Mid-
west boys are to be congratulated for again winning the
golf trophy.

To those of you who are not mernbrs of the ation-
al Association, may I urge that you do join. It is neces-
sary for our association to have 60% of its members
belong to the ational in order that we may have a dele-
gate represent us at the Convention in February. It
certainly seems a shame that Midwest, the largest organi-
zation in the ational, is unable to support a delegate.
Let's do something about this and soon, for it is import-
ant. I would suggest that each one if us appoint himself
a committee of one to secure more members for the a-
tional.

Be sure and sharpen up your golf game for the
annual tournament to be held at Medinah on October 7.
Will see you all then!

AMOS E. LAPP
President

OUR SEPTEMBER MEETI G
Our September meeting was held at orth ouoi e

Country Club on Monday, September 9. This W~ lJUJ

Annual Joint Meeting with the Wisconsin Golf Course
Superintendents Association and we had a very gUlJu.

turnout. There were 104 golfers and 140 for dinner
that evening. Ray Davis was our host and did every-
thing in hi power to make the meeting enjoyable for all.
Dr. James Watson was our Guest Speaker and as always,
Jim was there with a lot of helpful information for us
all.

In the play for the Midwe t Wiscon in Trophy,
idwest was the winner for, we believe for the sixth

consecu tive year.
As usual, the men from Illinois and Wiscon in had a

wonderful time together and we will be looking forward
to our meeting next fall which will be held in Wiscon-
SIn.

THE OCTOBER MEETI G
Our October meeting will be held at edinah

Country lub on Ionday, October 7. Jerry Dearie will
be our ho t. This will be the occa ion for our Annual
Fall Tournament. Tournament hairman Dave last-
roleo- has been bu y accumulating a fine a ortment of
golf prizes and you will not want to mi being on hand
to get you r. Jerry ha been doing a lot of work on. crab-
grass control on hi cour e and it will be intere nng to
walk over hi turf and ee hi re ults. A far as we
know, there , ill be no peaker that evening, but if you
have any que tion , we are ure you will be ziven an op-
portunity to a k them.

PROBLEMS OF TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT
CREATED BY EXCESSIVE RAINFALL

Dr. ]. R. Watson, J r.

The annual distribution of rainfall plays a major
role in turfgrass care and management. The ideal situa-
tion with regard to annual rainfall would be periodic
rains of a gentle soaking nature. Seldom, if ever, does
Mother Nature cooperate to this extent. The average
rainfall for a given area may remain more or less con-
stant, but the distribution as well as the intensity varies
from year to year, and particularly from season to season.
It is the seasonal variation in intensity and distribution
that creates problems for the Golf Course Superintend-
ent. He must continually adjust his management prac-
tices to fit the prevailing weather conditions. The
techniques employed to counteract the adversities of
weather, whether they be drought or excessive rainfall,
will to a large extent influence the quality of golf course
turfgrass. There will be certain conditions brought on
by adverse weather over which the Superintendent will
have no control; there will be others which would create
special problems, providing adequate materials, equipment
and facilities were available. In many instances, how-
ever, the Superintendent will be able to counteract the
adversities and prevent serious damage to his course.
Careful planning and programming based on the facil-
ities available to him, as well as a knowledge of the
special features and conditions on the course, will enable
the Golf Course Superintendent to produce satisfactory
turfgrass in spite of adverse weather conditions.

Excessive rainfall may be classified into two categor-
ies: (1) frequent rains, mostly of low to medium intens-
ity; and (2) floods, whether arising from prolonged
rainfall or from heavy intense rains of relative short
duration. For convenience, the problems associated with
these two conditions may be discussed from the stand-
point, of the effect they have on (l) Soil; (2) Growth.

Soil. The most obvious condition created by excess
rainfall is that as ociated with drainage-both surface
and internal. Surface drainage is the most rapid and
effective means of removing excess water. When the
soil is saturated from continuous rainfall and the topo-
graphy is such that water does not move off rapidly, then
the excess water will accumulate in the low areas. If
the water remain "ponded" for too long a period, turf-
gra will be de troyed. ,The length of time water may
remain ponded without killing the gra s i a function of
the temperature and the pecies of gras. High temper-
atures will cau e evere damage in a very hort period of
time, whereas if'the temperature are cool the grass will
survive for a 10l1ger period. Poa Annua appears to be
quite u ceptible to damage from ponded water, while
bentgrass i more tolerant.

Surface runoff may cause wa hout and severe
ero ion, especially on newly eeded areas or on teep
lope with thin cover. Flood, particularly along rivers

and stream, often leave heavy dep it of ilt which may
de troy the turf and leave layer that would create future
problem. Heavy ilt depo it often must be removed
in order to re tore the flooded area for play.

Heavy lowly permeable oil, when ubjected to
frequent and prolonged rainfall, become aturated and
may remain at or near thi level of oil moi ture for ex-
tended period. nder uch condition there will be a
deficiency of 0, ygen and a build-up of reduced com-
pounds which are to ic to turfgra .



Iron chlorosis will be quite prevalent under these
conditions. Spraying of iron sulfate or chelated iron
compounds during these periods will be most beneficial.

Desiccation-wilt-is more likely to occur when
internal drainage is poor and it may become necessary to
syringe turf frequently in spite of the fact that the soil
may be at or near the saturation point. ,This is especially
true if tempratures or wind movement are high.

One of the more serious ani direct effects of exces-
sive rainfall on soil is structual deterioration. This may
result from the beating action of the raindrops, or from
the traffic-both player and equipment-to which the
area is subjected. Permanent rutting and footprinting
is likely to occur if the wet soil is subjected to traffic
during these periods.

Spike disking of greens during the summer months
will do much to offset some of these adverse effects.
Spiking is recommended over aeration during the sum-
mer because of the reduced growth activity of cool season
grasses during the summer.

Growth. The prevailing temperature and the fer-
tility level of the soil also must be considered in a discus-
sion of the effects of excess rainfall on growth activity.

Prolonged rainfall will tend to extend the spring-
like growth of turfgrass if the temperatures are moderate.
Such conditions result in a soft succulent turfgrass that is
easily damaged by traffic (has poor wearability) and
which is more susceptible to attacks by disease and insects.
These factors weaken the permanent turfgrass and open
them up for weed invasion. Sudden "hot spells" during
such periods intensify these situations and may prove dis-
astrous.

I, Courses subjected to heavy play will suffer to a
greater extent than those with light traffic. The fre-
quency of fertilizer applications, especially of nitrogen,
will have to be increased to offset that utilized for the
additional growth, as well as that lost by leaching.

From the standpoint of disease incidence, it is well
to remember that the effectiveness of fungicides may be
reduced by heavy rainfall. More frequent applications
may be nece ary and the use of a wetting or " ticking"
agent is recommended. Algae and fairy ring activity
will be greater. (Fairy rings appear to have been espe-
cially noticeable this season. Dr. Rowell of the U niver-
sity of inne ota has uggested the use of cadmium com-
pound for this disease. He suggests drenching the active
area with a solution four or five times as strong as the
.normal rate.)

Annual weed growth, especially grasses such as crab,
barnyard, pigeon, foxtail, etc., as well as clover, chick-
weed and knotweed will be much greater during wet
rainy ea 011. Chemical treatment of these weeds with
the appropriate herbicide will aid materially in controll-
ing their increase.

For terilizing area to be replanted, Methyl
bromide and apam are uggested.

The Field Days at Purdue on September 16 and 17
were a big uccess. A far a we could count, there were
rbout 100 present each day. Thi is not an accurate
figure but it doe show the interest hown by the Super-
intendent in turning out in uch number at a busy time
f the year. As u ual, Bill Daniel had a wonderful

program and it was mo t interesting to all.

WISCONSIN NOTES
Most of Wisconsin has suffered from lack of mois-

ture this year. The ground was extremely dry at the
start of last winter. Snowfall thruout the winter months
was below normal. My records at North Hills show
only 11 days in which % inch or more rain fell in a 24-
hour period and of these 11, only 3 showed more than 1
inch of rain. This record covers the April 1 to Septem-
ber 1 period. This has caused a very dry subsoil. While
light rains have kept shallow rooted plants green and
growing, drying out takes 'place very soon after any rain
and deeper rooted plants such as trees and shrubs show a
lack of growth because of lack of moisture.

The Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation held it's Annual Fall Tournament meeting at
Pine Hills Country Club, Sheboygan, Wisconsin on Mon-
day, September 16. The day was clear and cool and the
course, which is very hilly, and interesting, was in the
finest condition. It was an excellent test of golf, an
ideal location and a truly fine course for our Tournament.
William Eickberg, our Host, has done an outstanding
mair~.tenance job on this course. Robert Testuide, Green
Chairman, went all out to see that we had a good time.
There were prizes galore, with some 49 in all. Our
thanks and appreciation go to the many commercial men
who added to our prize list.

PRIZE vVINNERS
Low Gross: 1 Jack Taylor, 74; 2 Joe Knice, 78; 3

Ilen Kress, 83; 4 Tony Kozenski, 83. Low et: 1 Paul
Jensen, 95-25-70; 2 W. Stepanik, 86-15-71; 3 Art Post,
99-25-74; 4 A. Gross, 96-20-76; 5 Pat Rooney,
92-16-76.

There were also over 40 Blind Bogey and Door
Prizes.

Our next meeting will be at Ozaukee Country Club,
Milwaukee district, Oct. 1.

Charles Shiley

SCHOLARSHIPS PLACED
Two scholarships of $100.00 each have been placed

by the Golf Course Superintendents Association Scholar-
ship and Research Fund at The Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, University Park, Penn., for the Turfgrass Man-
agement Winter Course to be offered under the College
of Agriculture.

The complete Turfgrass 1allagement Course con-
sist of two eight (8) week terms in the 1957-1958 school
year, a Placement Training Period of six (6) months
with employment in a specialized turfgrass field from
April 14 to October 18, 1958, and two eight (8) week
term for the 1958-1959 school year. E tabli hed to meet
the ever-growing demand in this specialized turfgrass
field, The Pennsylvania State U niver ity will call on it
exceptional personnel and facilitie to provide a compact
practical course in turfgras management. The cour ~
has been designed to permit those" ho might be employed
on a golf course or in other fields to attend.

The recipients of the cholar hip hall be cho en by
the niver ity and must meet the requirement et up by
their cholarship Committee.

Placing of the e two Scholar hip by the Golf Course
Sup rintendents ociation Scholar hip and Re earch
Fund i part of a continuing program for per onnel and
turf improvement. Other activitie of the Fund include
a $400.00 Scholarship at Purdue niver ity, Lafayette,
Ind., and a 500.00 Re earch Grant placed at the U ni-
versity of California at Lo Angele.



SPREADING IT THIN

Joe Venturella of Brookwood C.C. is rebuilding
several tees and sodding them with Merion Blue Grass,
and reseeding the fairways that were flooded. It is a
busy fall for Joe. Gerald Dearie of Medinah has several
greens to rebuild, has already revamped a fairway, reo
moving a hill so the green can be easily seen from the tee,
and has enough work ahead to keep him busy till snow
flies. John Boetgher of Idlewild C.C. just got delivery
on a five yard Ford Dump truck and is rebuilding #2
fairway for better surface drainage. Ray Didier is doing
the work. Tommy Coyne has a full list of fall activity
at Lincolnshire. Walter Domm of Calumet C.C. is
planning the replacement of several fairways and greens
which were taken by the toll road. The Maple Crest
C.C., owned by John Henry has lost 9 holes and Walter
Hoyt at Timber Trails is worried over the toll road mak-
ing their creek wider and deeper and removing many
trees. About the only one who is not knee deep in fall
work is Harry Drafke. Harry still has Pat Murphy
working for him, and Pat celebrated his 10Ist birthday
this summer. Howard Baerwald of La Grange C.C. is
knee deep in fall work, sodding and trying to keep it on
schedule. Floyd Sanders from Ridge C.C. is getting a
new barn. His lake is complete, the driving range is
seeded down and Floyd plans a warm winter in the new
barn.

orm Kramer of Silver Lake C.C. has raised the
upper third of each fairway to be used as a tee so he will
not have to follow the tee down the fairways with mark-
ers. orms new tees are large and will be planted to
bent.

Ben Warren of the Warrens Turf Nursery is cut-
ting sod from the new Farm at Crystal Lake and it is
good, tight, and sure looks good and holds together.
Dave Mastroleo of Addison G.C. has rebuilt the 1st tee
and is making a new putting green. Mary Gruening of
Midwest C.C. has the new 9 seeded and plans greens
work soon. It looks good.

Walter Fuchs of Glen Eagles C.C. is working on
the greens this fall. Walter J r. got a scholarship. He
is a good student.

Don Strand is about thru with reworking the greens
at Westmoreland and is happy that Marge is home from
the Ho pital and feeling "quite well thank you all!"

Amo Lapp i now Grandpa for the third time.
John Craig Lapp was born August 29. 1he proud
parents are Kenneth and Betty Lapp. Our congratula-
tions to all.

Norm Kramer, entertainment chairman announces
that the Fall Dinner Dance will be held Saturday Even-
ing November 2nd at River Forest Country Club. Din-
ner will be served at Seven P.M. and Corey and his
Ochestra will provide music for dancing.

Norm plans to have door prizes and he and Peggy,
his wife, are planning a surprise for entertainment. We
have always had a good dinner and dance and a real good
time.

THE MOLE

GET THE LEAD OUT!·
AND GET THAT CHIPMAN

HI-TEST LEAD ARSENATE ON
TO KILL CRABGRASS AND

SOD CHEWING INSECTS
Don't forget Chipman Calcium

Arsenate available in 50; 25; and
4 pound bags

CHIPMAN CHEMICAL CO. INC.
608 S. Dearborn Chicago 5, Illinois

Tel. HA 7-9292

'/

Terra-Lite
BRAND

VERMICULITE

'No. 2 for conditioning turf
in new construction.

No. 4 for a long lasting
aerification iob.

TERRA-LITE DIVISION
Zonolite Company

135 S. LaSalle Street Chicago 3, Illinois
Rep. Harvey Hamilton

TOPS •••• FOR T U R F FEEDING
VERTAGREE 10-6-4 FOR TURF & TREES, CO TAl I G ORGANICS

Yes, here's another fine product from Armour to aid you in turf mainten-
ance. VERTAGREEN FOR TURF AND TREES was formulated with your needs
in mind. The 10-6-4 analysis contains a scientific balance of the plant food ele-
ments needed for healthy turf development. The organic content combines with
the chemical elements to give you quick action PLUS long feeding.

So, when buying plant food, remember the NEW Vertagreen 10-6-4 For
Turf and Trees and the well-known Vertagreen For Professional Use, 10-8-6.

Chicago Heights, Illinois

ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS
:-: East St. Louis, Illinois



NELS J. JOHNSON
TREE EXPERT

Complete, economical Arboricultural Service for Golf
Courses, Private Estates, Municipalities, Industrial Areas

912 Pitner Street :-: Evanston. Illinois
GReenleaf 5-1877 Libertyville 2-1121 Barrington 1088

for
the finest in mowing equipment

FI eldbrook 9-3257
9919 - 2S WEST 143rd PLACE

ORLAND PARK

Three Quality Plant Foods

~

SPECIAL
TURF
FOOD
10-3-7 10-6-4

Combine all three for truck load price.
Distributed by Geo. A. Davis, Inc.

THE SMITH AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL
Joe Kelly. Rep.

PENNLU and TORONTO (CIS) STOLONS
SOD FOR ANY SITUATION

MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS.
CREEPING BENT. FESCUE OR

MEYER (Z52) ZOYSIA

WARRE -s TURF NURSERY
8400 w. nUh STREET :-: Phone: GIbson 8·2007

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

FOR THE FINEST IN TURF MAINTENANCE SPECIALITIES.
Manufacturers of Liquid Fertilizer Since 1939.

LIQUA·VITA 15·10·5
The Original Liquid Plant Food for Turf

Does a Fine Job - Costs Less
THIRAM 7 S DENOl DSMA
BLITZ 10 PMA PENETROl WETTING AGENT
BLITZ 48 CHLORDANE X-1 S TRACE ELEMENTS
CHELATED I ON COMnEX 2, 4-D WEED KILLERS
KRO-FOOT-Kll Complete Line of FUNGICIDES
AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER CO., INC.

AND
ROKEBY CHEMICAL CO.

P. O. Box 267,Marietta, Ohio Phone FRontier 3-1394

co.

191 St. Flossmoor Rd. and Crawford
Phone - Homewood 2210

P. O. Box 140 - TINLEY PARK. ILLINOIS

Merion & Kentucky Blue Grass Sod

Toronto C-15 & Pennlu Bent Stolons

Toronto & Pennlu Bent Sod-maintained at '/4" height

WHEN TURF
AIN'T RIGHT

When the turf ain't right
ana the members complain,

Or the grass turns yellow
when there's plenty of rain,

Or helminthisporium
and fungus blights,

'-=~i==O-~1 ...... Or compacted greens
,**. ~... cause you sleepless nights,
~~

SMITH EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY CO.
Manufacturers of

Fertil-Ade No.1 Fertil-Ade No.2 Tilth
Smith Copper Spray Sesco 38

Available at George A. Davis, Inc. & R. L. Ryerson

FRANDSEN BROS.
GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS

BA Idwin 3-8841 Rt. 21 & 120
FOR YOUR TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

Authorized Sales and Service

WORTHINGTON MOWERS & TRACTORS
JACOBSEN MOWERS LEAF MilLS

FERGUSON TRACTORS HUDSON SPRAYERS
PUMPS GENERATORS ENGINES

Peat
Moss

SAVES TIME!
SAVES MONEY!

NOW AVAILABLE IN BULK TRUCKLOADS
Ready to Use - Finely Milled - Steam Sterilized

- Mechanically Dryed - 96% Organic - 2.5%
Nitrogen - 6.3 pH.

Reasonably Priced - Prompt Delivery. Write
wire or phone CEntral 6-4246for details. '
MILLBURN PEAT CO., INC., 111 NO. WABASH AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS



...

GEORGE A. DAVIS, INC.
5440 Northwest Highway - Chicago 30, III.

MILORGANITE
USED AND PREFERRED BY

GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

c. E. STEWART
Civil Engineer

Irrigation, Drainage, Water Supply, Pumping Plants
Design - Reports - Consultation - Supervision
18357 Homewood Ave. Homewood, Illinois

SICK OR HEALTHY TURF?
YOU'RE THE DOCTOR

FINE GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES

KAH BROS. CO.
Est. 1893

Chicago 9, Illinois
JOHN Mac GREGOR, Rep.

INVERNESS C. C. TOLEDO, OHIO
SCENE OF THE 1957 U. S. NATIONAL OPEN

2620 Crawford Ave. E'YaDStOn. UNiversity 4-1842

Tulips
HOLLAND IMPORTED BULBS

Hyacinths Daffodils Etc.

J. VAN HOOIN & CO.
2024 S. Des Plaines Ave. Des Plaines, Ill.

GL adstone 5-7935

PAUL E. BURDETT I
iEED . FERTILIZER - GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES \

Lombard, Illinois
Phone Lombard 232 P.O. Box 241

Armour Fertilizers - Dow Chemicals
John Bean Sprayers

"PMAS" • Crabgrasss & Disease Control ~
"CADDY" • Economical Liquid Cadmium

Fungicide
"SPOTRETE" • 75% Thiuram Fungicide
"C-S31" - The old reliable Cadmium,

Zinc, Calcium Fungicide
"PM2,4-D" - The all around we.d Killer

including Silvercrabgrass control.
"All-WET" - Added to water it allows

quicker and deeper pen.trati,,, ...
• nables soil to retain n.eded
moistur ••

DISODIUM METHYL ARSONATE
PRODUCTS FOR CRABGRASS CONTROL

METHAR 80 METHAR 30 METHAR 30
Powder Powder Liquid

80% DSMA 50% DSMA 18.9% DSMA

American Research Associates Inc., - Subsidiary

w. A. CLEARY CORPORATION
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.


