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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Well, "our" season has rolled around once again.

This means a lot of work for all of us for several months
to come. It is an opportunity though for us to put into
practical use some of the things that we have learned
from the turf meetings and conferences that we have
attended.

Our next meeting will be held at the Midlothian
Country Club on April 8 - with Edward Duehr as our
host. I am looking forward to a good turnout. It will
be the first chance you golfers will have to play the game
at one of this year's monthly meetings.

You will soon be receiving your tickets for the
Spring Dinner Dance which will be held in lVlay at
O-Henry. Your Entertainment Chairman, Norm Kra-
mer, is working hard on it and assures everyone a good
time. Our dances have always been most enjoyable
plan to attend this one and join in the fun!

AMOS E. LAPP

THE APRIL MEETING
Our April meeting will be held at Midlothian

Country Club, :Iidlothian, Illinois on Monday, April 8,
1957. Ed Duehr will be our host. This is the first time
we have arranged a meeting at Midlothian for many
a year and many of our members have never been on the
course. It will be interesting to visit Ed's layout. There
will be golf in the afternoon (at the present writing it
sure doesn't look like golfing weather, but that can
change in a hurry and we might be lucky enough to get
some good weather at that time) and there will also be
the usual social get together in the clubhouse is the after-
noon, dinner at 6 :30 P.M. and the business and educa-
tional meetings following. It should be an interesting day
and so let" have a good turnout.

COML G EVE TS
The May meeting, Ruth Lake Country Club.
The Spring Dinner Dance, 0'Henry Ballroom,

Archer Ave., and Willow Springs Rd.
The June meeting, Deer Park Country Club.
The July meeting, Edgewood Valley, Country Club.
The August meeting, to be announced.
The September meeting, joint meeting with Wis-

consin Golf Cour e Superintendents Association, orth
Shore Country Club.

The October meeting and Fall Golf Tournament,
edinah Country Club (Tentative).

The ovember meeting will include a tour of In-
ternational Fertilizer Company plant and dinner and
meeting at Chicago Height Country Club in the evening,

The December meeting, Glendale Golf Club.
We had a nice turnout at our March meeting at

ohawk, there being 72 for dinner and the meeting. Al
Hintz wa his u ual ho pitable elf and all who attended
had a wonderful time. Mr. Edward Chord of the

hicago Park Di trict was our speaker and gave a very
intere ting talk on tree planting and care.

Ru s Reed report that somebody picked up his top-
coat by mi take at our meeting at ohawk, leaving his
own which was very imilar to Ru '. So, if you have a
trange topcot, contact Rus .

t. Peter Lutheran church in chaumbu rg was the
scene of a candlelight ceremony February 16 in \ hich

Ii:. Janet Lee Davis, daughter of Mr. and Irs, Ray

Davis became the bride of Nowell H. Fiene of Roselle.
Four hundred and twenty-five guests attended the re-
ception held in Bensenville Fireman's hall where a buffet
supper was served. The bridal couple hooneymooned in
Florida for two weeks and are now residing in their new
home in Schaumberg.

Floyd Sander of Ridge Country Club is a busy man
these days superintending the installation of a new water-
ing system and building a new equipment building at his
club. Floyd says they are spending $95,000.00 on the
projects.

Spring arrived officially in Chicago at 3 :17 P.M.
March 20, but seemed to have arrived before that. Some
of the Superintendents in the Chicago area cut green on
March 14. A number of others were ready to mow the
following week, but the weather changed and on the
25th and 26th a heavy snowfall covered the ground and
it looked like winter was back again. Severe attacks of
snow mold were reported mostly in Poa Annua on fair-
ways and aprons this winter. Most of the Superintendents
treated greens and tees and disease was very light in these
areas. We noted that some of the snow mold resembled
Pythium very strongly, being in patches ranging from
one inch to 6 inches in diameter and in streaks much like
Pythium, In fact, Jim Holmes calls it gray snow mold
or cold weather Pythium. This type of snow mold is
especially severe, killing the grass right down to the
ground, with very little recovery to date. It appeared in
some spots in the early part of November before there
was any snow and again during the winter. Weather
there will be any more after this last snow remains to
be seen.

1957 SPRI G OBSERVATIONS
by C. O. BORG :IEIER

There has been some feeling of hesitancy and skep-
ticism concerning business conditons during January and
February. To many people it appears that the boom ha
lost its steam and will level off. During March the
weather was excelent to provide some life for the Golf
and Garden and Lawn business. In the south, golf play
has been up to, if not ahead of, 1956. Spring appears to
be several weeks early. That i always a shot in the arm
for the golf course. Golfers are anxious to get out in the
spring, so many superintendent' have been bu y during
March, and now all et.

Generally speaking, :lachinery and Supplies are ill
comfortable supply this year. Most factories have ex-
panded their output in anticipation of a banner year.
It is well to remember, however, that the turf business
is quite seasonal, and orne delay are inevitable. One
should not wait until equipment breaks down to replace
it. Planning ahead pays off on ths core.

rass seed is in good upply, with the e ception of
easide Bent. Here the crop wa a complete failure.
ierion Blue i more plentiful and lower in price.

FunO'i~ide in ecticid~ and chemical are becoming
more technical and complicated. ew product, will cer-
tainly find their place, but to repeat a previou statement
before putting your egg in one ba ket be ure it ha been
thoroughly te ted and you your elf have ati fied your-
elf, by limited testing or u e, that your chances are ex-

cellent for good re ults.
In thi day and age efficiency is a much used v ord.

It houldn't be confu ed with economy. However we
houldn't quarrel with the desire for efficiency. That

n~e.al1 good help at good wa~e a big tep toward ef-
fi iency. lso modern machinery and equipment to
complete you r pictu re for efficient operation of you r
golf cour e.



RETROSPECT:
By John MacGregor
This dissertation must necessarily include the birth

of the [ational Association, as it was the means by which
all of the locals throughout the U.S.A. and Canada came
into being.

In the late spring of 1926 a man came to visit me
at The Chicago Golf Club where I was employed. He
introduced himself as John Morley, Greenkeeper at the
Youngstown Country Club, Youngstown, Ohio. His
Club had given him a leave of absence to make a survey
of the Golf Clubs in the Metropolitan areas of the East
and Middlewest to asce...tain whether or not the Green-
keepers of those areas would be interested in forming a
, ational Association of Greenkeepers. He informed me
that on his survey through the East, the idea had been
well received" that most of those he had spoken to assured
him they would join such a movement.

I believe my Club was the last one he visited in the
Chicago District, among several others. I t appealed to
me, as at that time there were only two men I knew that
I used to visit, Frank Mastroleo at Geneva Golf Club
and Dave lVlcIntosh at Glen Oak Country Club. How-

ever, I told him to submit my name for membership,
when and if such a meeting was called.

A meeting was called at The Sylvania Golf Club
Toledo, Ohio, September 26th 1926, at which time the
officers and board of directors were elected. John Morley
- President, John McNamara - Vice President, Wm.
R~ckefeller - Secretary, Alec McPherson Treasurer,
Directors - Fred Burkhart, John Pressler and I believe
J oe Valentine and myself.

:: In due time I received a letter from the Secretary
notifying me of my election to the board" also request-
iQg me to arrange for a meeting in Chicago as sooon as
this could be arranged, and when the time and place
could be ascertained, to notify the President so he could
come and explain the Aims and Objects of the Associat-
io~ and to assist us in forming a local Organization of

"our own.
;: My first thought was how far should I reach out

fo.[ prospective members. After much consideration I
decided to send an invitation to all of the Greenkeepers
in:: the states of Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin,
if uch a thing was possible. I found there was a book
known as the Frazer's Year Book with all of this infor-
mation which I purchased, and found in it the names of
Golf Club and the Greeenkeeper all over the Uniited
States. l\ly problem then wa how to go about getting
those invitations ready for mailing. I bought a Hecto-
graph, and found twenty copies could be imprinted from
one letter, so I had to write in long hand five letters for
every 100 letter'. Writing paper, envelopes and stamps
had to be bought,. For three weeks my wife, my three
children and myself worked evening and Sundays, at the
end of that time I found that we had mailed 500 invita-
tion'.

1he time set for the meeting was ovember 26th,
1926 and was held at the Great orthern Hotel hicazo,
with John ~lorley and Fred Burkart of the ~ ational
As sociation officiating. I had hope' of a pretty good per-
centage out of the 500. However when the meeting wa.
called to order, only i teen were present, one came from
'Vi con in two from Indiana, thirteen from Illinoi.
President Iorley e plained the aims and objects of the
Asso iation, which wa founded on Education, Justice
and Benevolence. He then proceeded to organize ou r
group. I was elected President, Ale', Binnie - Vice Presi-
dent, Eddie Dearie. ecretary, and Fred Sherwood •

Treasurer. The board members I do not recall at this
time. 1t was gratifying to note that all of the sixteen
joined both our local and the national, and this was
notably true for quite a few years.

At a later meeting, we decided on' a name for our
local, and were to be known as the Mid-West Green-
keepers Association, which I am glad to say has not lost
its identity. We were host to the N.A.G.A. convention
in March 1927, there were several speakers on the Pro-
gram. The Equipment Show was not a feature until 1928
in Detroit. It might be interesting to you to know just
how many attended the first convention. 'There were 68
members and I woud say that was a very good represen-
tation.

During our infancy we had well attended meetings.
Our regular meetings were once a month and at those. ,
meetings everyone would go on a tour of the course con-
ducted by the host Greenkeeper, in that way we got to
know each other. Many questions were asked and there
was less reluctance about explaning why one did this or
that. Two weeks after the regular meeting we would play
golf, no business, so we visited two courses a month. Be-
fore our association started no one would want to visit
another golf course.

We became better acquainted with each other and
felt more free to discuss our problems and methods of
solving them, although, as I look back to those days thirty
years ago, we did not have the problems you are con-
fronted with today. The only disease I can recall that
gave us any trouble was large Brown Patch, and ou r
remedy was an application of Lime which seemed to have
the desired effect, indicating to us then that acidity was
the cause. It seems to me even today that application of
lime intelligently applied would eliminate a great deal of
our Fungii troubles.

Our methods of maintenance were somewhat dif-
ferent than they are today. We believed in top-dressing
our greens, and that was done regligiously once a month
starting as soon as weather conditions permitted in the
Spring and as late as ovember for the last dre ·ing.
(These dressings were approximately one yard to average
green. ) We had no mat on our greens, as the monthly
dressings well rubbed in did not give the grass a chance
to mat. \

Progress has been made, there is no question about
that, as problems have arisen over the years that have
demanded research and brought into prominence uch
men as ocr, Daniel, Mu ser, Tyson, Stoutmeyer, Grau,
Monteith, and many other, who probably never would
have had an opportunity to bring their talent to bear
on your problem .

Had it not been for the ational Association I never
\~ould have had the opportunity of vi iting hundred' of
Golf Clubs, and traveling III twenty different States and
meeting and knowing hundred of men in your profe ion
whom I call friends. This alone is worth more to me
than all of the time and money I have contributed tov ard
its ucces. Our Organization i. built on education, no
one can ever learn enough Conferences, Short curse
Local or ational Ieetings, give one' an opportunity to
ob erve and ab orb much. Read, write, learn and in-
wardly dige t,

We have gone a long way in thirty year', from si: _
teen regular member' to 105 i a healthy growth ever
member hould trive to become a member of the' board
of director'. of ither his local or national, even a~pir
to the Pre. idency. However, to achieve this he has to
have the upport of hi' local a ociation. I hope that



those of you who are not members of the national will
join and help elect the man you have chosen to be Vice-
President. Our Mid-West Association has been noted
since its origin as a model for progress and education.
Many other local are adopting our program of education
and look to us as the leaders in Association work. This is
an honor indeed. Many good men have served as President
and Directors of the Mid-West during the past thirty
years, we have just concluded a very successful year under
the leadership of Bob Williams.

We now enter a new year under the leadership of
Amos Lapp, who I predict will be a real credit to the
Association. Another notable change toward better under-
standing between the men in charge of private clubs and
public fee clubs. This is evidenced by the fact that five
of the eight members of the board are superintendents of
daily fee clubs. .

We must not forget that the ational Association
was not the first organized group of Greenkeepers in the
U. S. The New England greenkeepers were organized in
1923 or 24 and were known as The New England Green-
keepers Club, so we must salute this group as the first to
see the necessity for association.

SPREADI G IT THIN

We see by the sample ballot that Dave McIntosh of
the Oak Hills Golf Club is running for Commissioner of
Highways on the Palos Township regular Republiican
Party Ticket. The election is April 2nd. Good Luck
Dave.

Al Rauch is now a director of the Bonnie Dundee
Country Club. Al and his wife and family are now living
in their new house south of the course. It is a beautiful
place and beautifully furnished. Al plans to spend the
summer working on the golf course. Most of the winter
he spent in getting the new house under way and com-
pleted.

Harold Reed who served the Ridgemoor C.C. for
many years and who spent the last two years in St.
Petersburg, Florida, has returned to the Chicago district.
Harold and Mrs. Reed finally decided that it was better
that they come back to be closer to their grandchildren.

Emil Cas ier expected to go to Florida this winter
but took cold on his way home from Louisville and
couldn't make the trip.

Henry Lang of the len View Club has recovered
completely from his recent operation. He looks fine.

Gabe R ssett of Skokie and his wife had a wonderful
vacation touring lexico after the Loui ville meeting.

abe took many pictures with his new camera and
whishes he could go back till it get warm here.

FRA DSE BROS.
GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS

BA Idwin 3-8841 Rt. 21 & 120

FOR YOUR TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT
Authorized Sales and Service

WORTHINGTON MOWERS & TRACTORS
JACOBSEN MOWERS LEAF MILLS

FERGUSON TRACTORS HUDSON SPRAYERS
PUMPS GENERATORS ENGINES

Frank Dinelli of Northmoor has stayed close to the
club this winter watching and supervising construction of
a 2 acre lake on the club grounds. Frank needs the lake
for a water supply but is already planning how he can
stock it with fish and weeds so he can fish close to home
next summer.

Gordon Brinkworth of Olympis Fields C. C. has
stayed close to the club too this winter supervising the
installation of a watering sytem in one course. Gordon's
son is feeling much better than he felt during the winter.

Mr. Gottschalk of the Morton Arboretum is plan-
ning a truf demonstration garden in connection with
experimental shrub planting demonstrations at the Arb-
oretum. There will be room for 65 grass plots 15 x 15
feet. This work will be started this spring unless work
on the Toll Road takes priority when it will be done
later in the year. The Nursery demonstration plots will
be an extensive experiment in planting technique on
evergreens and shrubs and will show the effect of 2-4-D
DDT and other things. '

Ray Davis, looking over Burdetts Louisville pictures
comments "That Wes Updegraff, he sure is slicked up
looks like a preacher about to sermonize."

·The Mole and his wife went dancing at 0 Henry's
Ball Room last Friday evening and looked over the room
Norm Kramer has set aside for the Spring Dance in May.
It is a beautiful place and will have our own bar and
be very private. The music at 0 Henry's is always'very
good. Plan to attend, you will have a fine time.

FOR THE FINEST IN TURF MAINTENANCE SPECIAUTIES.
Manufacturers of Liquid Fertilizer Since 1939.

LIQUA·VITA 15·10·5
The Original Liquid Plant Food for Turf

Does a Fine Job - Costs Less
THIRAM 75 DENOL DSMA
BLITZ 10 PMA PENETROL WETTING AGENT
BLITZ 48 CHLORDANE X-1S TRACE ELEMENTS
CHELATED IRON COMz»LEX 2, 4-D WEED KILLERS
KRO-FOOT -KIL Complete Line of FUNGICID~S
AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER CO., INC.

AND
ROKEBY CHEMICAL CO.

P. O. Box 267, Marietta, Ohio Phone FRontier 3-1394

2620 Crawford Aye. Eyanston. UNiversity 4-1842---".....,-------_ ........------------------ --~----------------_..._---



MILORGANITE
USED AND PREFERRED BY

GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

Terra-Lite
BRAND

VERMICULITE

.,
••• rcUUTI

1I&AlI1'A1.1----1- ...-
~~"I)

No. 2 for conditioning turf No. 4 for a Ion] lasting
in new construction. aerification job.

TERRA-LITE DIVISION
Zonolite Company

135 S. LaSalle Street Chicago 3, Illinois
Rep. Harvey Hamilton

PAUL E. BURDETT
iEED - FERTILIZER - GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES

Lombard, Illinois
Phone Lombard 232 P.O. Box 241

Armour Fertilizers - Dow Chemica's
John Bean Sprayers

Pennlu 10 (37) 4,

GROUNDS CREW HEADACHES?
Manpower, Inc., can solve for you such maintenance
problems as absenteeism, sudden emergencies on a
quick call basis. Use 1 to 20 Manpower lne., bonded
employees a day, a week, a month or longer! Our
hourly rates include Social Security, Workmen's Com-
pensation and Unemployment Compensation, all payroll
and allied record keeping. You pay only for actual
hours worked. Call Vern Lillig, AN 3-3949 for further
information.

NEW •••• FOR TURF FEEDING
VERTAGREEN 10-6-4 FOR TURF & TREES, CONTAINING ORGANICS

Yes, here's another fine product from Armour to aid you in turf mainten-
ance. VERTAGREEN FOR TURF AND TREES was formulated with your needs
in mind. The 10-6-4 analysis contains a scientific balance of the plant food ele-
ments needed for healthy turf development. The organic content combines with
the chemical elements to give you quick action PLUS long feeding.

So, when buying plant food, remember the NEW Vertagreen 10-6-4 For
Turf and Trees and the well-known Vertagreen For Professional Use, 10-8-6.

Chicago Heights, Illinois

ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS
:-: East St. Louis, Illinois

®1~ (JI}rdtar~ C-52
CREEPING BENT STOLONS
Arlington C-l, Congressional C-19

C!E)lb<!&rcbarb murf J}urStttt5
R. R. BOND, Prop.

P. O. Box 350 - Tel. A. L. 66395 Madison, 1, Wisconsin
Branch Nursery In Farmington, Iowa

THE GREENS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL SUCCESSFUL GOLF COURSES

PENNLU and TORONTO (CIS) STOLONS
SOD FOR ANY SITUATION

MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS,
CREEPING BENT. FESCUE OR

MEYER (152) ZOYSIA

WA E -s TURF URSERY
8400 W. HUh STREET :-: Phone: GIbson 8-2007

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

191 St. Flossmoor Rd. and Crawford

Phone - Homewood 2210

P. O. Box 140 - TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS

Merion & Kentucky Blue Grass Sod

Toronto C-15 & Pennlu Bent Stolons

Toron to c Penni" IJ n t od -maiutained at V," heigh t I



"PMAS" - Crabgrasss & Disease Control

"CADDY" - Economical liquid (ndmium
Fungicide

"SPOTRETE" - 75% Thiuram Fungicide

"(-531" - The old reliable Cadmium,
Zinc, Calcium Fungicide

"PM2,4-D" • The all around weed Killer
including Silvercrabgrass control.

"All-WET" - Added to water it allows
quicker and deeper penetration ...
enables soil to retain needed
moisture.

DISODIUM METHYL ARSONATE
PRODUCTS FOR CRABGRASS CONTROL

METHAR 80 METHAR 30 METHAR 30
Powder Powder Liquid

80% DSMA 50% DSMA 18.9% DSMA

American Research Associates Inc., Subsidiary

w. A. CLEARY CORPORATION
~EW BRUNSWI~K, N. J.

WHEN TURF
AIN'T RIGHT

When the turf ain't right
and the members complain,

Or the grass turns yellow
when there's plenty of rain,

Or helminthisporium
and fungus blights,

,,-=~.n:::;:;;~.-.l Or compacted greens..... .
\.\II. ~..... cause you sleepless nights,
___..V4' ~

SMITH EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY CO.
Manufacturers of

Fertil-Ade No.1 Fertil-Ade No.2 Tilth
Smith Copper Spray Sesco 38

Available at George A. Davis, Inc. & R. L. Ryerson

FINE
GOLF COURSE

SUPPLIES
GREENS AIR SPECIAL AERATOR

KAHN BROS. CO.
4425 S. HALSTED :-: CHICAGO

JOHN Mac GREGOR, Rep.

NELS J. JOHNSON
TREE EXPERT

Complete, economical Arboricultural Service for Golf
Courses, Private Estates, Municipalities, Industrial Areas

912 Pitner Street :-: Evanston, Illinois
GReenleaf 5-1877 Libertyville 2-1121 Barrington 1088

for
the finest in mowing equipmen t

FI eldbrook 9-3257
9919 - 2S WEST 143rd PLACE

ORLAND PARK

c. E. STEWART
CifJil Enginur

Irrigation, Drainage, Water Supply. Pumping Plants
Design - Reports - Consultation - Supervision
18357 Homewood Ave. Homewood, Illinois

Three Quality Plant Foods

<DTUFF
TURF
10-3-7 10-6-4

Combine all three for truck load price.
Distributed by Geo. A. Davis, Inc.

THE SMITH AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL
Joe Kelly, Rep.

CO.

George A. Davis, Inc. has been furnishing Golf
Courses with the best in maintenance supplies
and equipment.

GEORGE A. DAVIS, INC.
5440 Northwest Highway - Chicago 30, III.

ROdney 3-6363


