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DR. lAME R. WATSON. JR., CHIEF AGRONOMIST
OF THE TORO MANUFACTURING CO PA Y WILL
BE OUR GUEST SPEAKER A D WILL GI E US A
ROUNDUP OF THE SEASONS TURF PROBLEMS &
THE MOST RECENT FINDINGS BY THE RESEARCH
MEN FOR PRODUCTION OF BETTERGOLF TURF.
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THE PRESIDEN1 'S MESSAGE

I t is wi th a great deal of pleasure that we of
Medinah Country Club welcome the Midwest Associ-
ation of Golf Course Superintendents and The Wis-
consin Greenkeepers Association to lVledinah for the
annual joint meeting of the two associations. As Presi-
dent of the Midwest Association, I am particularly
anxious that you all have a good time and a real get
together.

We have much to offer this meeting at our club
this season. Our fall plans call for a program of re-
building six greens on our well known number three
course and to that end we have established a C-15
nursery to provide sod for these greens. Some of the
greene may bell nde r construction during the meeting.
We have treated all the fairways on our number three
course for crabgrass control and they will have been
well fertilized and reseeded before the meeting on
September 14.

To get back to our nursery again, several years
ago we had a failure of grass on the greens which we
found to be caused by Helminthosporium. We found
what the disease could do to the greens when they were
hard hit. We picked out parts of the greens that were
unaffected and planted them in the nursery. This
selection of Washington bent had been particularly
resistant to all disease during the last several years and
we are watching it with a great deal of interest. We
have named it "Medinah Special". We also have a
vigorous type of Bermuda grass that has grown very
well this summer and two plantings of Z-52 and Z-73
Zoysia and we hope you will find our nursery worth
a visit.

Medinah's Greens Chairman, Mr. DeCardy, has
been most helpful in working with me during the time
he has been in office. A lake has been constructed on
the first course which bears his name and after several
failures, we have now a practical darn that is worth
seeing. Under him our courses are adequately fertilized
and our equipment is rapidly being modernized.

iedinah, Mr. De Cardy and I join in welcoming
you all on September 14. Please corne.

Ray Davis, President.
0-0

BILL GLOVER PASSES AWAY
We are very sad and sorry to hear that Bill

Glover passed away of a heart attack on the zrounds
of the Fairfax Country Club, Fairfax, Virginia, on
] uly 30.

Bill was well known to the members of the Mid-
west and was serving his second term as Di rector of
the GCSA, having been reelected at the Columbu
meeting. His untimely death will leave a void in the
ranks of progres ive superintendents that will be hard
to fill.

We have lost a good man.
0-0

CO II G EVE TS
The October Meeting and Fall 'rournament, Tam

o Shanter . C., October 5.
GCSA 25th nnual 1 urf Conference and Show,

Miami, Florida, January -9, 1954.

lVIIDWEST-WISCONSIN JOINT MEETING

It has been the custom in recent years for the
Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents
and the Wisconsin Greenkeepers Association to hold
a meeting together in September of each year, alter-
nating the meeting places. This year it is our turn to
entertain Wisconsin. Ray Davis, our President, has
graciously invited us to meet at Medinah Country
Club where he is Superintendent. Good fellowship
is the order of the day at these meetings and they arc
greatly enjoyed by both groups. We intend to make
this meeting most enjoyable and profitable for all who
attend. As usual there will be a golf tournament in
the afternoon featuring play for the Midwest-Wisconsin
Cup, which is a team event, four men to the team.
The Midwest has won the trophy the last two years,
but the Wisconsin men have some good players and
they may pull an upset this year.

Let's all turn out and give Wisconsin a big
welcome.

0-0
THE l\lEEl L G Al SPORTSlVIAN

It was a beautiful day at Sportsman Country Club
for our meeting there on August 10. 48 golfers turned
out for the tournament in the afternoon and all were
unanimous in their praise of Roxie Bolte's greens. Roxie
is doing a wonderful jcb and the course was in superb
chape. At 6 :20 P.M. we retired to the dining room
where we found a delicious buffet dinner awaiting us.
It was some feed and was greatly enjoyed by all 0:-
us. Our many thanks to Roxie and the club manager
for a wonderful day. .

At our business meeting following dinner, President
Davis announced that our annual meeting with the
Wisconsin Association would be held at Medinah
Country Club on September 14.

After the business of the Association had been
disposed of, the meeting was turned over to Bob
Williams, Chairman of the Educational Committee.
Bob appointed a panel of the members and a Question
Box followed.

0-0
'We visited Tam 0 Shanter turing the WorIds

Championship Golf Tournament and found Ray Didier
taking it easy on the front lawn of his home there. Ray
is looking his old healthy self again and says that he
is feeling fine, but still has to take it pretty easy. He
is allowed to drive around the course, but not to exert
himself. The course was in beautiful shape in spite
of the rains during the tournament and the heavy
traffic of play. The greens which suffered so much
wi th disease last year are in wonderful shape and Ray
says that there has been very little trouble this year.

We talked to Al Linkogel and some of the other
Superintendents from the St. Louis district at LaFayette
during the Field Day there. They are seriously going
into converting their fairways over to U-3 Bermuda.
The method is to aerify and disc the existing turf,
spread U -3 at the rate of 30 bushels of tolons to the
acre with a manure spreader, spiking in and rolling.
Results to date have been to . ay the least, marvellous.

0-0
We certainly are very grateful to els John on

for his hospitality at our picnic. Those who attended
said that it was the best picnic ever and are looking
forward to going back there again. Many thanks, el..



\ . THE QUESTiON BOX

(taken from our Aug. lOth meeting, educational p rog.)
Panel members, Bill Stupple, B~mil Cassier, Frank
l\tiastroleo, Fr ank Dinelli, Geo. A. Davis.
Moderator, Bob Williams.

Q. Why does Poa Annua go out on turf areas
adjacent to putting surfaces right to the tine where
the putting green mower cuts and. yet the Poa seems
to survive rather well on the close cut green?

A. Several clubs reported various ways that they
would make a project for University research. We
think it might be a matter of compaction) power mower
abrasion or' merely a heighth of cut factor.

Q. What are the results with Merion blue grass
on local courses up until this time?

A. Straight Merion is doing well at various
heights and with varied cultural practises, in both tees
and fairways. Mixed with bent, the bents are crowding
out the Merion.

Q. What chemical should be used for crabgrass
on fai rways and in rough?

A. PMAS has been doing a promising job on
various areas when applied as per manufacturers
recommendations.

Q. What might be done about "lVIONDA Y
GOLF" at the clubs where employees bring in ex-
cessive numbers of guests and show little or no con-
sideration for the course and its upkeep.

A. Several clubs reported various ways that they
are trying to stop unauthorized use of the courses on
lVlondays when the club is considered to be dosed.
Some of the means were, using written passes issued
by the Pro, Manager or Sup't. Opening the club to
regular membership play 011 JVlonday the same a..s
any other day, stop all play of employe~s and .. guests.

Q. Is there any control for pythium blight on
established turf?

A. Calo-chlor and other mercu ries have been
reported to stop the disease. Also Cadmium compounds
and dusting with lime have reportedly given control.
Usually the damage has been done before control may
be affected. Guarding against super saturation of the
soil is best preventive measure.

Q. '\tVe have a green that is constructed with a
soil that is very heavy with organic matter and have
difficulty in dry and wet periods with the turf puffing
and sinking. Will topdressing help this condition?

A. Yes, if you work out some of the thatch 1I1

the Fall or Spring and then topd ress,
Q. When is the best time to seed bent seed?
A. Last two weeks in August and the first two

weeks in September.
Q. What is considered a good soil nutrient level

for August?
A. Moderate rather than high or low.
d. I have two new greens to rebuild, what soil

mixtu re should I use?
A. It will depend entirely upon the base soil

that you start with. The final mixture should be about
30 % coarse sand, 30 % humus and 40 % loam.

Q. Is there any ad vantage in raising the height
of cut of green mowers during hot humid weather?

A. A poll of those present showed a ratio of 4
to 3 in favor of leaving the mowers at the same height
throughout the season. However, many strains of bent
will not tolerate 3/16 ths inch cut in hot weather and
in the maintenance of these species it becomes necessary
to raise the mowers or kill off the bent.

Q. How can you avoid crabgrass infestation in
turf.

A. When arsenate of lead was used as an insecti-
cide we rarely had trouble with crabgrass in the turf.
Since we have started using chlordane for an in-
secticide we now notice that the crab is coming in.
t'lVlAS chemical seems to be doing a good JOv 1I1

controlling crabgrass. It is near to impossible to keep
out crabgrass WIthout chemical application.

(J. How can grounds chairman answer members
that compare other courses to their own as to ex-
penditures and conditions?

A. Establish an educational program within the
club so as to keep the membership informed as to the
problems and the program that you are following to
improve existing conditions. Try to keep your mem-
bership turf conscious through timely letters, pictures
on the bulletin board and a well informed grounds
committee.

ED UCA TI 0 N CO LVnVIITTEE

0-0
LVIIDWEST' REGIONAL TURF FOUNDATION

FIELD DAY. AUGUST 3, 1953.

Btll Daniel, the genial executive Secretary of the
Midwest Regional Turf Foundation, presided at the
Field Day of the Midwest Regional Turf Foundation,
Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana, on Monday,
August 3 rd.

On the evening before, the directors gathered at
the Union Building for a business meeting. This meet-
ing was accompanied by a violent rain and wind storm
which greened up the turf for the next days meeting,
but greatly contributed to almost unbearable heat and
humidity during Monday. The tour began at 9 :00
at the experimental putting green on the campus where
different strains of bent all different soil textures under
various fertilizing practices and disease prevention treat-
ments made this stop most interesting and educational.
The whole green was in excellent shape. Around the
collar of green, an attack of Curvularia in the Merion
Blue Grass turf had Bill Daniel a little discouraged.

Then came the dover control plots where most
excellent results have been obtained with the use of
'7 4 5-T
'-'I 'At the Lafayette Country Club, quite extensive
plots on crab grass control were inspected. Lafayette,
Indiana, is really in crab grass territory and we hope
the Foundation will come up with some real control
recommendations.

At the Purdue Experiiliclltal Farm tile I!:roup was
then shown experimental plots with the Zoysias, Ber-
muda Grasses, Merion Blue Grass and the more C0111-

mouly known lawn grasses. All of these plots under
various fertilization and watering practices were most
interesting. We might say that at Lafayette, Indiana,
Zoysia Grasses, Bermuda Grasses, Bents, Merion Blue
Grass and also Kentucky Blue Grass plots were out-
standing. Some of the other grasses didn't seem to like
the 1000 days that Lafayette is blessed with in the
summertime.

I t was most heartening to have 168 attend the
Field Day. For next year it is planned to have a divided
meeting, having the Southern districts come in on one
day and the Northern districts on the second day. This
should reduce the size of the individual groups and give
more time for discussion (~.S well as better hearing and
observation. It was also thought best to have the Field
Day in the future in September rather than August
wh n many golf superintendents do not care to leave
their wards for several days.

C. O. Borgmeier



'.
SPREADING IT THI

The Lole has been busy digging his own dirt this
whole summer and did not take the time to get the
.diggings 111 print. The Mole presents it's apologies and
promises to mind other people's business better during
LIlt coming months.

During the last or middle two weeks in August
there was a definite let up in tension, ulcers returned
to more normal size, blood presure dropped a little and
the worries returned from disappearing Poa and bent
to too much play, sluggish grasses, killing crab grass,
fall rebuilding programs, and too little labor. While
there was some trouble WIth grass losses it was confined
to areas where the rainfall seemed to be the greatest
for the longest periods and many grasses went out.
Other parts of the district had very Iittle trouble after
the heat broke up.

For the first summer in the memory of the Mole
Don Strand lost no weight. He looks good.

Bill Krafft and his wife are having quite a time
since Bill moved to South moor. Mrs. Krafft took
care of the pro shop, changed the cups, the towels and
the tee markers and mowed half the greens and Bill
was breaking her in on the tractor while they were at
Fox Lake C. C. but at Southmoor, Mrs. Krafft has
only been taking care of the house and their daughter
and feeding Birl. For a long time Bill got up at )
A.lVI. alone, made his own coffee and surveyed the
grounds before the men came to work. At nine at night
Bill was ready for bed but his wife was raring to go.

ow Bill gets his wife up to make his morning coffee
and all is harmonious at the Kraffts.

Warren Roseman was on pins and needles all the
week of August 17th waiting the birth of his new son
or daughter. We will tell you next month what it was.

David Mastroleo at Arrowhead has started his
first construction project, a new tee. It will be very
big, with a watering valve in the middle, and possibly
sodded with Merion Blue grass.

Frank lVlastroleo at Geneva C. C. has had rather
a calm and uneventful summer, a few spots on the
greens, a few busted flag poles, good play and little
trouble. Mrs. Mastroleo wastes a lot of her 'pare time
on her new grandson whom she adores.

Mel Warnecke of Evanston came thru without
a spot and is proud of his new job. Mel feels fine
since his operation and looks like a million.

_ orm Kramer at Silver Lake spent a busy summer
digging drainage ditches and keeping the 36 holes
going. He will be surprised at how much his daughter
has grown when he sees her this falL orm leaves
home at 5 and gets home at 10 some nights. Before
he knows it the girl will be married and he will never
have known he was growing up.

Refreshments on the course at Sportsman were
by courtesy of Allied Industrial Coatings and were
greatly appreciated. Many thanks, boys.

Ray Didier is able to cover the Tam 0 Shanter
grounds in a car and is showing daily improvement in
his recovery of strength. Ray became an ardent boats-
man in his dreams while he was sick and may blossom
out with a rowboat and an outboard motor this fall.
He dreams of a 100 footer with a quarter deck he can
stride across but the trailer will only carry a 14 footer.

THE MOLE

"THE TRACTORAIRE IS THE MOST

ECONOMICAL METHOD OF AERI-

FICATION FOR BETTER TURF."

William Beresford, Supt.
Los Angeles Country Club

Tulips
HOLLAND IMPORTED BULBS

Hyacinths Daffodils Etc.

J. VAN HOORN & CO.
2028 River Road Des Plaines, Ill.

VAnderbilt 4-1870 & 4-1730

TURFGRO
10 - 8 - 6

WILGRO
5 - 10 . 5

Two well balanced analyses-both complete
fertilizers and each representing a combination of
the best in organic and chemical materials.

These high quality fertilizers have proved their
worth in turf development.

CHICAGO IWNOIS

Arlington C-I Congressional C-19 Old Orchard C-S2

The OLD ORCHARD C-52 strain of creeping bent was originated and developed by Ralph R. Bond,
owner of the OLD ORCHARD TURF NURSERIES, Madison, Wisconsin.
No other commercial nursery man has this strain for sale.
New crop now ready, every stolon fresh, virile stock, and less than one year old. True to strain,
no mixture of other bents or grasses. No weeds-not even clover. All seed heads plucked and
destroyed, and all weed seeds in the ground killed by Aero Cyanamid.

<lE)lb<lE)rcbarbmurf J}urstrits
Madison I, WisconsinP. o. Box 350 Ralph R. Bond, Prop.

THE GREENS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL SUCCESSFUL GOLF COURSES



Worthington Gang Mowers and Tractors, Jacobsen,

Locke an:l Reo Power Mowers. Skinner Sprinklers &

Irrigation Systems. Page Chain Link Fence and Back-

stops, Hardie Sprayers.

Chicago Fence and ETuipment Co.
4400 Addison St.

Phone: Kildare 5-1000

Chicago 41, Ill.

John MacGregor. Rep.

BENT STOLONS
Arlington (C-l) Toronio (C-15) & Washington

WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 W. 111 Street Phone: Worth 371-J 1

Palos Park, Illinois

• VIGORO complete plant food
• VIGORO C. G.
• SWI FT'S SPECIAL GOLF

• BONRO
• GOLD, BEAR BRAND

WEEDICIDES-INSECTICIDES

FOR FIllER PlAYING TURF,: ~',
SWIFT & COMPANY"'·: '-;
PLANT FOOD DIVISION ,':,;;<

CALUMET CIT"f, ILLINOIS , :.~'--

PAUL E. BURDETT
,EED - FERTILIZER - GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES

Lombard, Illinois
Phone Lombard 232 P.O. Box 241

Wilson Fertilizers - Dow Chemicals
John Bean Sprayers

$atJe MONEY ON MOWING
with ROSEMAN MOWERS
FORD TRACTORS
FRONT LOADERS
BLADES
SCOOPS
ROLLERS
SWEE?E~S
JACOBS~N

MOWERS

ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPME~JT CO.
EVANSTON. ILL.

UN 4-1842 AM 2-7137

ROBERTSON
Manufacturer of

WEED AND VEGETATION CONTROL CHEMICALS

THEO. B. ROBERTSON PRODUCTS CO.• INC.

700 West Division St., Chicago 10, Ill.

Phone: Michigan 2-4110

FLYNN FENCE
SPECIALISTS IN ALUMINUMAND STEEL

CHAIN LINK FENCES
ALSO HABITANT RUSTIC FENCES

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

FLYNN FENCE and SUPPLY co.
Washington Blvd. & Mannheim Rood, Hillside, Illinois
Phones: EStebrook 9-0260 Hillside 1640

A-1
EQUIPMENT

-AND
WELL DISTRIBUTED

* GRASS SEED

* MILORGANITE

* TORO MOWERS

* TURF EQUIPMENT

* FUNGICIDES



..
There is ffiNl 7i\ ~

Only One ~~~~
THE PROVEN HERBICIDE-FUNGICIDEqW44 3JuoJ eoJuJi

KILLS CRABGRASS-CONTROLS FUNGI
With the same treatment

NITRO·6RO FE~~~r~ER
With Trace Elements

Compatable with P MAS -May
be: applied at same time

w. A. CLEARY CORPORATION
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

...

WHEN TURF
AIN'T RIGHT

When the turf ain't right
and the members complain,

Or the grass turns yellow
when there's plenty of rain,

Or he/minthisporium
and fungus blights,

~~8::~1 ...... Or compacted greens
')\1M! --;-... cause you sleepless nights,
~~

SMITH EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY CO.
Manufacturers of

Fertil-Ade No.1 Fertil-Ade No.2 Tilth
Smith Copper Spray Sesco 38

Available at George A. Davis, Inc. & R. L. Ryerson

VERTAGREEN PLANT FOOD
Used on the Nation's Finest Courses

Vertagreen, Armour's complete better balanced plant food, has
been used with outstanding results on golf courses all over the
country. Scientifically formulated, Vertagreen contains the proper
ratio of the essental plant food elements. Use it and see the
difference.
Sold by Leading Golf Supply Houses Throughout the Midwest

ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS
5-10-5 10-8-6 Chicago Heights, m. • East St. Louis, m.

R.L.RYERSON COMPANY
- GOLF COURSE TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT -

TORO MOWERS Sales & Service
5466 N. Port Washington Rd. Ed. 2-5064

Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin

Water - Where and When You Want It!

CARLO PLASTIC PIPE

Authorized Midwest Distributor

Lyons. Illinois LY 3-6796

BEST GRADE SEEDS ORGAN I-GREEN
K. B. ORGANIC BASE FERTILIZER

CHEMICALS EQUIPMENT
KAHN BROS. CO.

Established 1893
JOHN Mac GREGOR. Repr.

SMITH AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL CO.
SACCO PLANT FOOD

4-12-4 Humus Base Fertilizer
10-6-4 Chemical and Organic Nitrogen

Joe Kelly, Representative
Dist. by Geo. A. Davis, Inc.

FOR FAST SERVICE
CALL AR 6-0650

SCOTT ·PILLAR ELECTRIC CO.
Motor & Pump

Repairing
Motor Rewinding
Shaft Metallizing
Chicago 47, Ill.1661 Milwaukee Ave.


