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Bull Sheet continued from page 10

Here's news you can use: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is extending the 90-day public comment period
for an additional 91 days—until October 20—for the proposed
rule expanding the definition of “waters of the U.S.” under
the Clean Water Act. This rule would significantly impact how
we treat property near any water by subjecting all waters to
regulation, including man-made bodies, rights-of-way, golf
course ponds, ditches, and flood plains. The public comment
period originally ended July 21. Under the proposed rule, any
pesticide or fertilizer applications adjacent to these waters may
be jeopardized by costly permits. So there's that. [GCSAA has
launched an action alert through their webiste. Keep an eye
out for the link so you may send your senator a comment.]

MAGCS members have been all over the trade publications
recently. TurfNet's Blog Aggregator had a ditty by Erwin
McKone (Briar Ridge CC) on lightning strikes and the
devastation they can cause, along with links to some sites that
have all kindsa info on lightning safety. In the same media
outlet, Bill Meyer of Park Ridge CC updated his membership
on the crazy growth rate they were experiencing in the
rough, along with updates on winter-killed area repair; and
Steve Cook, CGCS, MG of Oakland Hills CC chimed in on
re-prioritization of maintenance practices based on winter
damage recovery. In the June issue of GCM, in its Front Nine
Photo Quiz section, BOTH photos were submitted by MAGCS
member clubs. The first was some funky goose damage

at Aldeen Golf Club in Rockford, and the second was a
lightning strike on Rich Harvest Farms that Jeff Vercautren
photographed and Ed Nangle submitted.

(_[Jou ane ao’zc[éa[[y inoited
to /'oé)z the olubs.

Did You Know?

Your membership with MAGCS
includes a handicap with the
CDGA.

In fact, if you are planning

to compete in the
MAGCS Championship at Harborside on

August 26, you'll need one.
/‘

X

RSVP: Luke Cella
luke@magcs.org
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And finally, a big thanks to John Gurke, CGCS and Aaron
Reinhart for hosting the MAGCS June Meeting at Aurora
Country Club. On more than one occasion | heard that this
used to be how Midwest events were, minus the mad scramble
after golf to shower and get seated for dinner in time for the
salad. The reminiscence came from the abundant food and
beverages provided at the event, including chicken on a stick
at the turn, bourbon tasting and duck served in martini glasses
on a bed of risotto. The treatment the Midwest received was

a testament to John and his dedication to the club — the GM,
Bob White , Chef George Upton, golf Pro Aaron Sabers and

all the staff made sure nothing was overlooked. Shane Conroy
provided the education, (check out the education wrap up)
talking about technology and the tools superintendents have at
their disposal these days. Jeff Sievert was crowned the Class C
Champion shooting a 82 and John Gurke and Aaron Reinhart
get to put their names on the Dom Grotti trophy (and a few
other from the past couple of years, thanks for updating the
trophy John) using their course knowledge and mostly Aaron’s
skill to win (net 136). Jason Lemanski and Greg Van Weelde
tied for second with last year's champs from Ruth Lake CC.
Thank you to all those who participated and sponsored our
June meeting. - L. Cella

June Meeting Sponsors
Bayer
Burris Equipment Company
Civitas
H & E Sod Nursery
J.W. Turf, Inc

Layne Christensen Company
Leibold Irrigation, Inc
Nadler Golf Car Sales

Nels Johnson Tree Experts
ProGro of Illinois, LLC
Reinders, Inc.
Syngenta

John Gurke and Aaron Reinhart get photobombed by Paul Yer-
kes while trying to accept the Dom Grotti trophy at the closing
ceremonies at Aurora Country Club.






| FEATURE II |

Dr. Ed Nangle, CDGA

| encountered a week of dust, heat, and dry conditions while volunteering at the US Open at Pinehurst
Country Club in North Carolina. The tournament is one of the four majors in men’s professional golf and

was hotly anticipated for two reasons.

Restoration architects Ben Crenshaw and Bill Coore put the
course back as close to its original layout and condition as
designed by Donald Ross in 1907. They accomplished this
using archival images from neighboring Fort Bragg taken

in 1930s onward. They were able to peel back the layers of
changes and to return the course to its original style. The style
encompassed very little rough and bunkering, simple, like
nature. The other intriguing aspect was visible intent of the
USGA to dry the course down and really firm the conditions
up. Now that the tournament is over, the unintended impact
has become the discussion about the how brown the course

looked. Its playability was unaffected by these changes as It was tough to tell from the front of the house what the backyard
Martin Kaymer proved and overall scoring was similar to other looked like: the USGA liked to think brown is better and at least
tougher.

The water reduction happened because of two factors;
the lack of fear of brown turf and not irrigating any rough.
We must remember that it's a lot easier to cut water with
bermudagrass than with our cool season grasses. There is
little fear losing a bermudagrass fairway in extreme heat.
The bentgrass greens will be converted to an ultra dwarf
cultivar of bermudagrass after both Opens (Men’s and
Women’s) so expect to hear of even greater water savings
at Pinehurst. One can hope the benefits that may land on
our lap will include greater tolerance of brown fairways
and some reductions in mowing all rough areas. From an
Changing the mindset of golf, one brown blade at a time. environmental and budget management standpoint, these
changes are welcome. From a playability standpoint | don’t
Opens. Was the USGA trying to change the mindset of their remember any complaints of plugged balls in wet fairways.
audience about the color of golf? Perhaps. One fact remains,  I've recapped my experience by days:
Pinehurst conserved 40 million gallons of water, only irrigating
via a single row system.
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Day One (Sunday)

After meetings and introductions, credentials were handed
out and directions to the parking lots were explained. The
“Barn” was an impressive site. It had ping-pong and pool
tables and hammocks were strung throughout. Knowing that
the first three days were a test run, people were excited but
somewhat relaxed about what lie ahead. The course was in
excellent condition; most felt we would just be cleaning it up
to prepare it for the following days to come.

Day Two (Monday)

Temperatures were a balmy 67°F at our 4:30 a.m. start and it
didn’t get much cooler all week. Those mowing greens were
assigned partners to move turning boards and whip areas that
needed it. Greens were mowed twice that morning followed
by a roll to really firm them up and add speed. Every area on
the course received some form of attention; bunkers were
checked and cleaned, crews blew fairways and surrounds to
clear pine needles and other debris that happened to be out
of place. Moisture and green speeds were measured to ensure
the turtle back greens were not too fast. The evening shift
consisted of a single mow and only some greens were rolled
to bring them all to consistent speeds. The one issue that no
one could escape was the amount of dust in the air. They
drying down of the course and the fact there was very little
rainfall in the previous six weeks made the dust conspicuous.

Day Three (Tuesday)

The issue that arose had to do with the delineation of the
bunkers from the now famous ‘rough’. Rules officials were
cognizant of what had occurred with Dustin Johnson at
Whistling Straights during the PGA Championship and didn’t
want the same problems to arise. To remediate this problem,
a crew went out to re-edge the back part of the bunkers (in
particular where the native areas blended into the bunkers). A
little finesse with a shovel and rake created a cleaner border
between the two areas. Irrigation by hand watering occurred
and a discussion about overhead irrigation was started.
Temperatures rose into the mid 90s and those entrusted with
turf health became more wary. Greens were single mowed
and rolled both morning and evening. Final touches were put
on some of the external fences and stands. As players made
their way through practice rounds many of them were happy
about the course and indicated that the greens were the best/
truest they had played on all year. The dust was really start-
ing to rise as patrons began to gather and move around the
course.

Day Four (Wednesday)

A concerted effort to sharpen any loose edges that were
required went on and final preparations of stadia were
completed. A forecast of 350,000 spectators for both events
necessitated a lot extra work and planning for safety and flex-
ibility on and off the course. Shuttles were running from 10
miles away so traffic close to the course was light. There was
heavy security presence at all times. The dust was really rising
but a rain forecast for the night created hope that a light
shower would knock it down. As the storm came through,
the famous Pinehurst dome put up its shield and avoided any
rainfall.

Lights, camera, mowing.....in order to have the course ready
for 6:45 a.m. tee times, lights were used to get mowers out
and working on Thursday and Friday.

Day Five (Thursday)

Tournament day arrived and golf began at 6:45 a.m. All
available lighting was used to get a jump on the mowing as
greens, tees, fairways and surrounds were clipped. Bunkers
were touched up. Crews were on hand for any “just in case
moments” as all operations worked as planned. Players were
delighted with the course conditions and certainly Martin
Kaymer shocked everyone with his opening round. A major-
ity of the staff even thought at that point Kaymer would be
tough to catch. That evening work concentrated on clean
up; pine needles had blown around throughout the day. We
completed our work at 9:30 p.m. and most of us didn’t know
that 15 minutes after we left the grounds an inch of rain fell
in the next 20 minutes.

Day Six (Friday)

Upon morning arrival at the Barn it became apparent that
there was going to be some cleanup required from the rain.
The crews all went out rapidly on their initial jobs; fairways
and approaches did not get mowed. The pressure was on for
clean up crews to stay ahead of play. The bunkers became

a source of much
attention. Some
were contaminated
from the chaff and
debris from the
rough; others held
water that required
pumping and some
needed sand to be
pushed back into
place (Picture 4).
However, the dust
had abated.

The Pinehurst Resort
has nine golf cours-
es (they just bought
another). The benefit
of being able to sum-
mon crews from the other courses became quickly apparent
as over 100 staff members made their way up the 17th and
18th holes to put things back together. It was an impressive

continued on next page

One of the bunkers that needed some sand
pushed back into place after the rainfall
event on Thursday night.
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sight, to say the least. The clean up was a huge success.
Kaymer's second round of five under, proved the course

not in an unfair state. It was apparent he was a very strong
favorite to win the whole thing, which deflated the spectacle
a bit. During the evening shift fairways and approaches were
mowed. It was amazing how much the bermudagrass had
grown, even despite its brown look. Clean up continued as a
welcome drop in temperature ensued.

Day Seven (Saturday)

Friday’s afternoon winds helped some of firmness in greens
to recover. Speeds were at target so only a single mow and
roll was needed on Saturday morning. Water and hoses were
non-existent, but Superintendent Kevin Robinson, CGCS

and Assistants John Jeffreys and Alan Owen were surely
thinking about the Women's US Open the following week.
Preserving the course for another week of championship golf
was extremely important, a feat no course had ever accom-
plished. By Saturday’s end an act of God was the only thing
that would prevent Kaymer from winning. The course had re-
turned to its consistent drier conditions by the end of the day
and hoses were on show to syringe surfaces. Conditions had
firmed up completely and greens were extremely smooth.

Day Eight (Sunday)

Like Saturday, Greens received a single mow and roll. Ev-
erything was tidied up and prepared for the big final day,
although most knew the event was over due to the control
that Kaymer had displayed the previous days. It would take
an epic Greg Normanesqgue collapse for anyone to catch
Kaymer. It didn't happen and he took his second major. In
truth, it was as dazzling for his domination of the golf course
versus the inability of the field to catch him. The course dis-
played beautifully, though a dramatic contrast from its previ-
ous spotlights - this however is in the eye of the beholder

It wasn't that long ago the colors we saw at Pinehurst were the norm
each weekend broadcast, this however was the first in high definiition.

Overall, it was an incredible experience and on Friday morn-
ing when the massive clean up was going on | realized what it
meant to Pinehurst to have the event run off without a hitch.
To see over 100 people working as a small army was really
impressive and reminded me why guys do the job — for the
love of it. Looking forward to Chambers Bay and Erin Hills,

it seems the USGA is is on the path of using “low input”
natural looking courses. It was accomplished at Pinehurst

and we all know it is possible to manage turf when there is a
consistent breeze that moderates both humidity and tempera-
ture. However, there has to be some cognizance that just like
the British Isles, these courses make up a very small portion

of the golfing world in the U.S. The USGA set the table and
the debate will continue on the color of turf and the impact
on playability, but more importantly the long-term impact on
water savings. (@

GCBAA

%% company

www.li-inc.com
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‘Starts quicker.
Runs quieter.
Stops smoother.

www.arthurclesen.com (?I_RI;I-SHELI{IRIN c The new Kubota RTV500 compact -
utility vehicle has all the comfort,
technology and refinements of a

Over 50 years of helping you sustain plant health with larger utilfty vehicle. - Availabls

s . . . in Kubota orange and
local knowledge, expertise, and innovative solutions. BeaRies® coamoufings e

four wheel drive RTV500 is
ready for work or play. Visit
your local Kubota dealer to test drive
the only utility vehicle of its kind.

Martin Implement, Inc.
18405 115th Avenue
Anderson, John « 630-669-2493 « j.anderson@arthurclesen.com Orland Park, IL 60467
Bartosh, Scott » 262-221-5524 « s.bartosh@arthurclesen.com (708) 348-8430

Lamkin, John « 708-259-4354 « j.lamkin@arthurclesen.com
Spier, Scot « 847-561-313 « s.spier@arthurclesen.com

- Kubota
C‘ re ¢ | Womer's Business Enterprise *Realtree it ity redtrada-crlfagcl?af mﬁgm Ent Ltd,
a [ r Enterpm . .
WBENK’ Rational Councl T S Wohota Tracior Corporation, 208 T

Have you hugged your greens today?

" Getcleser with the best nowers-fort lati ;
: brid Walk Greens Mowers.

lee your greens a good hug with John Deere E-Cut Hybrid Walk Greens Mowers.
Avallable in both 18- and 22-inch W|dth of-cut, these walke -

) JOHN DEERE
GOLF

J. W. TURF, INC.
company 14 N 937 US HWY 20
JWTURF HAMPSHIRE, IL 60140
(847) 683-4653
www.jwturfinc.com
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ArowinUsolutionS.

Our s _lutions are tour solution

Introducing, the world’s

MOST ADVANCED

Environmental Center available.

1.800.816.4041
Phone: 815.462.1300

Fax: 815.462.4036
ﬂ www.YourGrowingSolutions.com

21719 S. Center Avenue. Unit D,New Lenox, IL 60451

Sand-

It's so simple. that you're tempted From Reservoir to Rotor...

to take it for granted.
It's so complex- that you can’t.

ONLY use sands that are specifically
manufactured- tested- and guaranteed
to perform on your golf course.

Rain Bird has you covered.

To learn more, contact your local sales
representative today!

Kevin West Dustin Peterson Jason
Outside Sales Outside Sales Westmoreland
(708) 341-1687 (309) 314-1937 Inside Support

kwest@rainbird.com  dpeterson@rainbird.com. (888) 907-5535

Or visit:

Waupaca Sand & Solutions RAI”&BIRD
715-258-8566 @

www.WaupacaSand.com WAU PACA
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Plc Of Th e Month Submitted by Andy Perry, #13 at Blackstone Golf Club. Got a pic? Email to luke@magcs.org

WL,
DRAIN
YOUIR
GGRIEENS

(NOT YOUR POCKETS)

PC DRAINAGE

N CONSTRUCTION
e

—~—

: <
ONs TRy G110

630-675-5000 « JEFF@HOLLEMBEAK.COM
BIG ROCK, IL e HOLLEMBEAK.COM

Common Sense Turf Management

_R(jacobson
815 791-7404

Renny@CSturf.net

FRANKTFORT,

Pl iy SR - P ———
@, nep» LAYNE-WESTERN

When in need of professional services for well drilling,
well rehabilitation, pump installation and repair,
please contact fellow M.A.G.C.S. members at:
Aurora, IL TOM HEALY 630-897-6941 office
708-514-2233 cell
thealy@Ilaynechristensen.com
Beecher, I JOE EISHA  708-946-2244 office
708-514-0631 cell
jeisha@laynechristensen.com
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| MAGCS IN MOTION |

First Green
Comes to

the Midwest

Larry Gilhuly, Director of Northwest Region, USGA
Green Section, is surrounded by students during a
field trip.

Cathy Relyea from the First Green Foundation will introduce First Green, an innovative environmental

education outreach program using golf courses as environmental learning labs, at the August 26

MAGCS monthly meeting at Harborside International.

She'll be joined by representatives from the lllinois and Indiana
Sea Grant Program (IISG). First Green and IISG are seeking
to bring First Green to the Chicago area, with help from the
MAGCS. lISG will be applying for a second round of funding
this fall to provide superintendent resources kits, training for
superintendents, and identify classroom teachers.

What is First Green?

First Green is an innovative environmental education outreach
program using golf courses as environmental learning labs. First
Green coordinates outdoor STEM “learning labs” at golf courses
that allow students to perform hands-on experiments and tests,
all within the focus of their schools’ environmental science and/
or environmental horticulture curricula. In these outdoor “labs”
students test water quality, collect soil samples, identify plants, do
math activities and work with local issues such as stream-bed or
owl-nest restoration. Many of the field trips involve community
organizations. In Bellevue, Wash., the city’s Stream Team often
has a learning station at Glendale Country Club’s field trips and
engages students in identifying macro-invertebrates (bugs) from
the Glendale pond.

Hosting a Field Trip

Golf course superintendents are key players in a First Green
field trip, working with the teacher to select a lesson or lessons
from the First Green website (www.thefirstgreen.org) that fit
what the students are learning in class. Superintendents are the
subject matter experts and have plenty of knowledge to share.
With the help of the planning checklists and lesson plans on the
First Green website, superintendents can host their own field
trips. While sometimes a little apprehensive at hosting their first
field trips, superintendents love the interaction with inquisitive
students and are quickly sold on the benefits of reaching out to

the community. Frank Tichenor, Golf Course Superintendent at
Forest Hill Field Club in Bloomfield, New Jersey says after his first
field trip, “I have to say ... yesterday was one of the best days |
have ever spent on a golf course!”

Growing the Game

Over 15,000 students have been on First Green field trips. Each
field trip reaches an estimated 230 people with environmental
and golf messages (due to students sharing with friends and
families and teachers sharing with colleagues). For many
students, a First Green field trip is their first foray onto a golf
course.

The United States Golf Association (USGA) awarded First
Green STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
grants in 2013 and 2014 to help in expanding from Washington
into Oregon, California, Utah, Colorado, New Jersey and British
Columbia. @
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