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Martin Design has made 

some changes.  It’s a bit 

more than a fresh coat of 

paint; it’s a change in our 

company brand.  

Don’t worry, we haven’t 

changed our Mission .......  

Only focused it.
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SUPER site
Ryan Tully and Harborside International

SUPER site-N-

The Port Course opened for play in 1995 and still ranks 
in Golfweek Magazine as the 47th best municipal course in 
the US. 

The Starboard Course opened a year later and upped 
its sister course by quite a few spots, holding at the 13th 
best modern municipal course one can play. Both courses 

feature rolling fairways cut into the former sprawling un-
regulated landfill site of the city’s solid waste, incinerator ash, 
treated wastewater sludge and construction debris. Once at 
capacity the landfill owned by the Illinois International Port 
District, the “Harborside Project” became a golf course. The 
course attracts residents from all over Chicagoland (68% of 
the 45,000 rounds are players from Chicago) as well as many 
out of town guests. It is fifteen miles from the Loop, a short 
trek down I-94. Kemper Sports currently manages the facility 
and employs Golf Course Superintendent Ryan Tully to over-
see day-to-day operations. 

Ryan has been at the helm of Harborside Interna-
tional since last year. In 1995 Ryan was armed with a degree 
in Diesel Technology from Universal Technical Institute and 
searching for a new career path. His brother Sean, Golf 
Course Superintendent of Meadow Club in California sug-
gested he give the profession a try. Ryan took a job at Prairie 
Woods in Avalon, Wisconsin on the crew and fell in love 
with the job. He soon moved to Geneva National and his 
passion continued. Soon after he completed the two-year 
turf program at Michigan State. After interning at Spyglass 
and Pebble Beach during the 2000 US Open and 2001 AT&T 
Pro Am he returned to Geneva National as the Trevino Golf 
Course Superintendent (54 hole property) until 2005 when he 
became the Assistant Superintendent at Harborside Interna-

Harborside International is one of the few golf facilities in the proper bounds of Chica-

go and certainly one of the newest. It comprises two separate 18-hole courses, Starboard 

and Port. Both layouts were designed by Dick Nugent on a landfill site in the links style and 

tradition. 

Luke Cella, MAGCS
PHOTOS: LUKE CELLA

Ryan Tully, Golf Course Superintendent of Harborside 
International and Endor, his one year old puppy and 

also the name of a moon in Return of the Jedi. 
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tional. 

Ryan enjoys the freedom the profession offers him 
each day along with new and different challenges to over-
come. He tells me he has never had a boring day on the golf 
course. I asked him as one of the Midwest’s younger superin-
tendents a piece of advice to give our assistants. 

He answered, “prepare yourself. It’s possible you may be 
an assistant for a long time, but enjoy it while you are, be-
cause once you become the superintendent there will be days 
you ask yourself why you desired it so much.”

When not on the course, Ryan has been restoring a 1972 
Datsun 240Z and enjoying time on the Wisconsin River camp-
ing, canoeing and snowmobiling in the off-season. When on 
the course, his companion, Endor is never far behind or in 
front, a 1-year-old rescue puppy from a local pound. 

Though newer, the courses are not without their 

challenges. Like most landfill courses, the soil or lack thereof 
prohibits the mass plantings of trees but can also provide less 
than ideal conditions for turf cover. Much of the turf is grown 
on sludge, a thick wet substance left over from different 
industrial process including water reclamation. Because of the 
facility’s proximity to Lake Michigan the turf is slow to wake 
up in the spring.  This year, Ryan and his staff were anxious 
to get out and repair a few areas that didn’t make it through 
winter but had to wait as soil and air temperatures slowly 
rose. When I met Ryan early this summer, he and his staff 
were tired of continually pushing sand from torrential rain 
events in the 200 bunkers on the courses. 

The courses both feature undulating greens and offer 
five tee locations to “combat the changing wind direction 
to keep the playing the distance intended,” as described by 
Dick Nugent. Flat lies are on the fairways but seldom found 
once off the short grass. Holes are framed by bunkers and 
fescue areas that have received plenty of moisture this spring 

to make them more difficult 
that normal to advance the 
ball. Roughs filled with trees 

The 17th on Starboard Course is named Buccaneers Cove, a par 3 that is not terribly long (175 tips), but as 
with most holes at Harborside, the wind will play a factor in club and shot selection. 
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sometimes are not all bad, as Ryan explained, “there is a fine 
line with the fescue mounding to keep all of them looking 
good but also playable as possible.”

Ryan enjoys the work environment at the facility as 
he and his assistant Steve Kellerman are key components in 
the operation. “Our clubhouse staff is very understanding 
and flexible, and I’m lucky to have an Assistant like Steve who 
knows what he is doing and can take charge when needed.”

Ryan has challenged himself with providing faster 
and firmer conditions, especially in the fairways. He’s been 
adjusting fertility, regulators and will tweak irrigation sched-
uling if and when there is a need this year. He continues to 
find creative ways to improve conditions with a leaner staff 
to meet the needs of the golfing community. Future project 
plans include new cart paths and bunker renovations, both 
items original to the course and a little tired. 

The whole property takes up 556 acres, of which 

202 are golf course. Ryan manages 6 acres of greens, 12 
acres of tees and 62 acres of fairway. Several holes border 
Lake Calumet, the largest body of water within the city that 
once drained into Lake Michigan. Through development Lake 
Calumet now drains in the Des Plaines River and the Missis-
sippi River Basin and is used by the Illinois International Port 
District to handle freight where any commodity can be moved 
throughout the world. Views of the Chicago skyline are seen 
from the course, approximately 650 feet above sea level (the 
highest point in Chicago is in the Beverly neighborhood 672 
ft). Both courses can play from over 7100 yards each with a 
slope of 132 and rating of 75.1 – a fair test of golf, especially 
if the wind is up and it is a rare day to find a calm day on the 
windward side of the Windy City. For those competing in the 
MAGCS Championship, knock downs, punches and bunker 
plays may be the shots to practice before the event. 

Harborside International is a fitting name for a golf course 
whose city is known throughout the world.

The finishing green on the Port Course is bordered by Lake Calumet all the way up the left side. In the distance is the 18th fairway of the Star-
bord side, a longer par 5 that is tough to reach in two if played from the tips. 
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As the GCSAA becomes more actively involved in ongoing legislation battles, the Midwest has 

followed suit. We’ve tried to become more proactive, and this column is one way to keep our 

members informed of local, state and national issues that may impact the business of golf. 

Methyl Bromide
The phase out of the soil sterilant methyl bromide is quickly 

coming to an end. Methyl bromide is commonly used in putting 
green renovation and resurfacing projects to ensure that viable 
plant material and soil borne pests are eliminated before 
replanting. Currently, there are few practical alternatives to 
methyl bromide that are available for use on golf courses. Despite 
efforts to prolong the use of methyl bromide through critical use 

exemptions, a decision made by the Environmental Protection 
Agency will officially terminate sales of methyl bromide to golf 
courses on Nov. 30, 2014. However, the option of pre-purchasing 
methyl bromide and contracting fumigation services prior to the 
stop-sale date is still available. Some currently licensed contract 
applicators are accepting pre-payments for future use of methyl 
bromide through 2017. However, the end user is required to 
accept shipment and store product on-site adhering to all federal, 
state and local requirements. This allows some flexibility for 
courses scheduling putting green renovation and resurfacing 

projects, but it is still advised to undertake methyl bromide 
fumigation sooner rather than later.

Nemacur
Nemacur was cancelled in 2003 with a 5-year phase out but 

the EPA has modified the phase out of fenamiphos, the active 
ingredient in Nemacur products. Nemacur® was the primary 
product used to control/suppress plant parasitic nematodes. The 
original phase out plan allowed for the use fenamiphos until 
existing supplies were exhausted. However, in a recent change to 
the Federal Register, 76(193):61690-61694, the EPA is requiring 
that all fenamiphos 
inventories be used by 
Oct. 6, 2014. Golf courses 
that still have products 
containing fenamiphos 
should use them according 
to label recommendations 
before Oct. 6.  After Oct. 
6, 2014, any remaining 
fenamiphos materials will 
be classified as hazardous 
waste and must be properly 
disposed accordingly. 
GCSAA is submitting 
requesting EPA for relief 
from this date to use stocks rather than hazardous waste.

Waters of the United States (WOTUS) Update
EPA wants to redefine what the waters of the United States 

and remove the word navigable from the definition in the 
Clean Water Act.  If this occurs, it would give EPA (Federal) 

Luke Cella, MAGCS

Shane Conroy of Spectrum Technologies addresses the  
audiences on some of the more popular tech-tools 

used for turf.

| LEGISLATIVE UPDATE |

EPA to Redefine 
Waters of the U.S.
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wide reaching authority over waters that are currently under 
state jurisdiction or even considered private. Land use and land 
management activities that currently do not will need federal 
permits to be legally completed. There is quite a bit of discussion 
centered on this topic and it continues. The GCSAA does not 
support the EPA or Army Corps of Engineers expanding the 
jurisdictional reach of the Clean Water Act as proposed. Their 
reasoning,  “The proposed rule would bring nearly every river, 
stream, creek, wetland, pond, ditch and ephemeral (land that 
looks like a small stream during heavy rain but isn’t wet most 
of the time) in the U.S. under the jurisdiction of the Clean 
Water Act.  Under the rule, all 
tributaries and adjacent waters, 
including adjacent wetlands, 
would be categorically subject 
to federal oversight, with no 
additional analysis required.  
Additionally, the EPA is 
proposing a sweeping “other 
waters” category that could 
include almost everything else. 
Golf courses that have these 
waters on them or near them will likely be required to obtain 
costly, federal permits for any land management activities or land 
use decisions made.” At present, the GCSAA has set up at action 
alert for you to contact your U.S. Senator to co-sponsor S2496 
through the GCSAA website at http://cqrcengage.com/gcsaa

NPDES Pesticide General Permit Update
GCSAA is working with a national coalition to ensure passage 

of H.R. 935, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 2013, a 
bill that would eliminate the EPA’s new CWA NPDES Pesticide 
General Permit for chemical spraying activities that went into 
effect on October 30, 2011.

House representatives have sponsored a plan to request floor 
time for final passage of H.R. 935 as a stand alone bill. 290 
affirmative votes are needed for passage.  Passage is necessary to 

elevate this issue so that other house leaders will fight to move 
this forward without any other legislation tied to it.  

GCSAA Ambassador Program
The GCSAA Grass Roots Ambassador program began on July 

1, 2014. The overall goal of the program is to link one GCSAA 
Professional Members with every member of Congress. Ultimately 
the end goal is to make sure our voice is heard on Capitol Hill 
when issues arise that impact the golf course management 
profession. 

GCSAA is seeking Ambassadors throughout the country, with a 
few requirements that each 
will have to meet:

• Attend more than 
50% of events on Ambas-
sador Engagement Calen-
dar (mostly online training 
and meetings). 
• Meet personally with 
assigned policymaker or his 
or her key staff twice a year. 

• Attend the Advocacy Boot camp if attending the GIS.
• Provide feedback through the GCSAA GR Online: cqrcen-

gage.com/gcsaa/

GCSAA will conduct 4 classes per year for Ambassadors 
(summer, fall, winter, spring), all web based training. GCSAA 
Service and Education Points are available for those who take 
part in the program. The general time commitment is estimated 
to be an hour per month throughout the year through meetings, 
communicating and following up. So far, the Midwest has a 
couple of members that have signed up to be Ambassador in the 
program. We need many more. 

Current Action Alerts
Stop EPA’s Water of the United States” Prosposed Rule
Protect the H-2B Visa Program for Golf Facilities
Support Passage of CWA NPDES Pesticide General Permit Relief

Current Open Comment Periods
Rule to Expand Definition of Waters of the U.S. 
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Our readership thanks you.


