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Grant Runblade offers a new perspective on making creations out of snow. Off 
Course tells the story of Grant’s passion. (page 24).
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New Enclave™ is a broad-spectrum fungicide 
featuring a unique quad-control technology that 
helps you prevent and eliminate many diseases 
on your course. The result? Healthier turf with 
a product that costs less and does more. That’s 
value.

See why Enclave is one of the best fungicide 
values on the market today —
visit www.quali-pro.com/enclave or 
contact Nick Strain.

Ph: (608) 301-6407 

Email: nstrain@quali-pro.com

New Enclave™ is a broad-spectrum fungicide 
featuring a unique quad-control technology that 

Trust your whole 
course to Quali-Pro®.course to Quali-Pro®course to Quali-Pro®course to Quali-Pro .

Introducing Enclave™, the ultimate 
fungal control that’s proven to go 
the distance.

© 2013 Quali-Pro. Quali-Pro is a registered trademark of MANA. 
Always read and follow label directions

   Arthur 
  Clesen Inc

Wheeling 847.537.2177
Mokena 708.444.2177
www.arthurclesen.com

Book your spreads NOW....
Dates are �lling fast.

Our Reputation is Spreading
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| DIRECTOR’S COLUMN |

All of a sudden you are brushing mysterious flakes off of your clothes. You make strange sounds 
with your mouth like a dog lapping up water. Your flatulence has increased while your ability to 
control it has decreased. Your dress code is more like Grandpa than GQ. You get upset when you 
leave your cheaters in the car and can’t see the menu. Words like colonoscopy and fiber are part of 
your dinner conversation with friends. 

My memory, from what I remember, is worse. I think.  This may be one of the reasons old people 
listen to radio stations that repeat the news every eight minutes for hours on end. One of my wife’s 
greatest lines of all time occurred while on a trip to Cabo San Lucas. I asked her, ”What day is it?“ 
and she quickly responded, “Let’s just check our pillbox!” Yes, we have a pillbox and one day, you 
will too. As we age, there are more pills to take, combined with that memory thing, a pillbox is the 
answer. Our slow season is a great time to catch up on our own health care.

It seems each winter I spend a lot of time at the dentist. My teeth have always been an issue. As a 
result of an old CYO injury I get to take some of mine out at night to soak them in Efferdent. When 
was the last time you heard CYO? I stopped drinking about four years ago (I can hear you’re happy 
for me). That was one of the better old guy things I have done. I didn’t want to add more pills to the 
pillbox.

Recently, (I think it was recently) a group of Past Presidents of the Midwest met at my beloved 
Geneva Golf Club. This group included: Tim Anderson, Mike Bavier, Kevin DeRoo, Don Ferreri, Al 
Fierst, Ed Fischer, Gary Hearn, Tony Kalina, Bob Kohlstedt, Peter Leuzinger, Bob Maibusch, Joel 
Purpur, Dan Sterr, Luke Strojny, Dave Behrman, Scott Witte, Fred Behnke and Dave Braasch. Several 
members of our current board were there including: President Dave Grolle, Secretary Treasurer Chuck 
Barber and Director Jim Pedersen and Executive Director Luke Cella. I knew I would forget someone. 
I was there too. 

The Board of Directors looks forward to what transpires at the Past President Council meeting each 
year. The Council is given the chance to hear a review of the past year’s activities of the MAGCS and 
initiatives the board is currently working through. Well thought suggestions and comments are given 
to the board from the perspective of those that have a history of also caring for this fine Association. 
This year we discussed the editorial changes to On Course and the new digital version that is now 
offered to the membership. We talked about the relationship with GCSAA as it continues to move 
forward. We reviewed the finances of the Association as well as the membership lists. One change 
that was put to the Council (via email) was the College Championship that MAGCS runs each fall 
at the October meeting. The golf committee is looking to spark more interest in the event and is 
thinking about changing that competition to be more inclusive. Since the College Championship has 
been around for a while, the committee wants the feedback from the Past President’s before moving 
forward with a different or adapted event. This is the type of issue where the current leadership 
respects the opinions and historic point of view offered by their elders. Change is often good, and 
even better when it is communicated in an open venue like the Past President’s meeting. 

We wrapped the day with a steak and lobster lunch, actually it was more like salad and chicken. 
We need to watch our cholesterol and make sure we get enough roughage throughout the day. For 
me, the best part was after the meeting and lunch; I saw several conversations going on between 
young and old superintendents.  This is something else us old guys do well. 

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
Geneva Golf Club

Just Check Your Pillbox
Recently I turned the “Big 50” and this has given my wife more ammo to 
make fun of the all the “old guy” stuff I do. Some of you know what I am 
talking about. It seems like you get to a certain age and the old man things 
just start happening: 

www.magcs.org 3
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The realities of managing the 
Anchorage Golf Course, however, are 
as unique and challenging as this great 
state. 

Anchorage is a modern city of 
approximately 320,000 people that 
sits on the Cook Inlet. It is 100 miles 
north of the Pacific Ocean at about 60 
degrees latitude (for reference, Chi-
cago is around 42 degrees latitude). 
The weather is similar to Northern 

Wisconsin or the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan.  Alaska is two and a half 
times larger than Texas. It has state 

parks larger than Rhode Island and Delaware. Alaska’s national 
parks are even larger. Anchorage is home to four 18-hole facilities 
that serve the local community, the military, tourists, and Alaskans 
from bush communities. Between May and September 2012, an 
estimated 1,586,600 tourists came to Alaska, primarily to and 
through Anchorage. Additionally, many Alaskans who live outside 
of Anchorage come here for shopping, doctor’s appointments, 
or for recreational and leisure activities. Anchorage residents who 
are employees of the oil and gas companies typically work in two-
week, rotating shifts, leaving them lots of free time while ‘off the 
slope.’ The Anchorage Golf Course welcomes out-of-towners, 
slope workers, tourists, and locals. 

Anchorage’s golf season runs from the first week of May 
through the end of October. In order to open the course as early 
as possible, the covers are removed from the greens when soil 
temps rise high enough for the bent grass to actively grow. This 
allows for earlier play on temporary greens. Besides bent grass 
greens, we have a blend of Kentucky Bluegrass/Ryegrass fairways, 

decks, collars and tees and primarily fescue roughs. The course 
was cut directly out of a boreal forest and is hilly and tight. We 
play at 6,005 yards at the white tees and 6,650 yards from the 
tips.

That’s where the similarities to what I am used to end! We 
have very long days in the summer. In June and July, it never really 
gets completely dark at night. The sun rises in the north about 
3:00 a.m. and sets in the north about 12:30 a.m. And yes, there 
are golfers at the gate before 4:00 a.m. every day wanting to 
play! Now, it’s great to be able to have three full shotguns in a 
day in the summer, but it makes mowing and irrigating very dif-
ficult. 

We budget for 10,000 rounds in June and July and another 
9,000 in August to get us the bulk of our 35,000 rounds a 
season in just three months.  Needless to say, I am here every day 
throughout that stretch.

The stuff that’s called soil here is a real challenge. There is 
no clay in our soil. Instead, we have glacial silt. It’s composed of 
small, clay-like particles, but packs even tighter, and does not 
have the same properties as clay for percolation and exchange 
rates. The sand here is grey and black, and not available in mixes, 
as it is in the lower 48. Our bunkers get hard and packed down 
fast. We need to handle our soil nutrients and fertilization dif-

ferently to make them effec-
tive. The soil temps are lower. 
Below the 12-inch depth, the 
ground never really warms up, 
so organic material in the soil 
breaks down very slowly!

And then there is the wild-
life!  Moose are cool to see, 
but they poop everywhere, 

Marty Baumann, Anchorage Golf Course

Do you use Eskimos for caddies? Is your clubhouse made of ice like an igloo? 
Do you use snowshoes instead of spikes on the course? The idea of managing a 
golf course in Alaska inevitably elicits these sorts of amusing queries from those 
who have never visited the state.

Grass WAY up North

| FEATURE |

Growing  
PHOTO CREDITS: MARTY BAUMANN

Marty Baumann can trace 
some of his roots to the 
Midwest and he still sup-

ports the Cubs.
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they drag their feet across the greens and they are dangerous. 
How do you move an animal that stands 8 feet tall and tips the 
scales at 1,500 pounds if it does not want to move? I also have 
two black bears that live on the course.  One is a sow that has 
cubs every year, and one is a two year old, who has made his 
home behind my 15th tee.  Fun times!

Some things are very different in a good way. There are 
virtually no insects that affect grass. Sports turf grasses are not 
native, so there are no real insect pests. I deal with some anthrac-
nose and dollar spot in the summer, but very little. The big issue 
is snow mold. Go figure that! It can wipe out the whole course 
every winter if I don’t spray for it.  And I do spray— everything 
but deep rough—spending over $10,000 on fungicides just for 
snow mold protection!

The rest is mostly the same…we use JD walking mowers 
on our greens, and triplex our tees, decks, and collars. We use 
lightweight fairway mowers and rotary rough mowers. I have 
an irrigation specialist and a horticulturist as well as a full-time 
assistant.

Last, but not least, are my customers. We have a loyal fol-
lowing of Anchorage residents. A Monday, Thursday, and Friday 
night Men’s league and a Tuesday and Thursday night Women’s 
league are among the folks we call our regulars. We have up 
to 60 part and full shotguns a season. About half are for char-

ity events and half are company events. The Alaska Korean Golf 
Association is also big here. But tourism is bigger! We get lots of 
visitors from the Far East—Japan, China, and Korea—who play 
LOTS of golf here. We have many cruise ships that come here, 
and lots of people want to play a round in Alaska when they drop 
anchor in Anchorage. 

Then there are the people who want to play 100 holes in 
one day. With our number of rounds, it’s hard to do in less than 
16 hours. When you have 22 hours of sunlight in June and July, 
it isn’t uncommon to have someone make a reservation and play 
through other groups to get their 100 holes in! 

And everyone wants to play golf at midnight, or all night 
long. We don’t have any days when it’s light all night—you’d 
have to travel 430 miles north, to Fairbanks, for that. But, with a 
glow-in-the-dark golf ball and a fore caddy, you can play all night, 
because dark in late June is really only a couple of hours of dusk.

So, that’s golf in Alaska. I try to bring standards from the 
industry in the lower 48 to a place where expectations can be dif-
ferent. As a result, I have seen our rounds and share of the local 
play grow.

Aside from the unique challenges of managing a golf course 
here, the number one reason I love it is that Alaska is BEAUTI-
FUL!  If luck is on my side, I’m certain that this will be my last golf 
course, and my last home!  If you’re ever in the neighborhood, 
stop on by!

Marty begins his day 2:30 a.m., just as the sun sets.

Nice backdrop for a driving range.

This is how most think of golf in Alaska

Don’t veer too far off the fairways, it gets thick very quickly.
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This past fall’s mild weather and ground conditions provided 
the opportunity to take on two bridge reconstructions.   These 
are bridges that provide access not only for carts on the course, 
but also for equipment we use throughout the golf season.  In 
years past, during off season, we have replaced other bridges like 
these.  In addition to providing a more stable and secure struc-
ture, we’ve also been able to use the same building materials and 
design, creating a uniform series of bridges throughout the golf 
course.

This past fall we replaced two bridges made of older, 
aged wood that was losing its integrity and stability.  Both cross 
Indian Hill’s main drainage ditch, which runs along or crosses 
seven different holes on the course.  The new bridges were 
constructed of rough-edged white stones for the sidewalls.  A 
galvanized steel pipe, six-feet in diameter, allows water to flow 
through.  The galvanized steel pipe was ordered in lengths of 10 
and 12 feet .   The other materials included rough edged white 
stones (8-10” in width, varying lengths, and 3-4” in height), 
white masonry cement, concrete, and 2x6” lumber for the forms.  
We rented a mini excavator to dig the footers and for assistance 
with pipe placement First, we had to temporarily slow and reduce the flow 

of water in the ditch.  Thankfully, this year, the water level in the 
ditch didn’t present a huge problem.  We used sheets of plywood 
and steel stakes to dam any water that was present.  The water 
that backed up against the dam was frequently pumped to the 
other side of the second dam to create a dry workspace.  Our 
second step was to properly locate the bridge within the ditch.  
The first bridge was designed to be 10 feet wide.  On each side 
of the ditch, we marked the width and set up string lines to 
ensure proper placement.  Once we had the location painted, we 
also measured out three feet beyond the 10-foot mark on all four 
sides and marked that area.  Our goal was to widen the bridge 
footers on the outside and inside of the stone sidewall to allow 
for a better working space.  The only measurements left were to 
set up a level string-line across the ditch from the ground on each 

Aaron Becker, Indain Hill Club

As we enter the fall season at Indian Hill Club in Winnetka, Illinois, we wel-
come the opportunity to change pace.   Crew members have taken on unique 
and specialized jobs to improve the golf course.

of Indian Hill Club

| FEATURE |

The Bridges 
PHOTO CREDITS: DAVID SCHLAGETTER, CGCS

The plywood in the forefront was used to temporarily damn the water. 
As the water rose, pumps were used to transer water to the low side 

of the ditch.

IHC rented a mini excavator to dig footers and properly place the 
pipes within the ditch.
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of Indian Hill Club

side. We used this to determine how deep to excavate the ditch 
base to allow proper placement of the six-foot diameter pipe. 

At this point, we were ready to begin digging.  First, we ex-
cavated the ditch base.  With the aid of a laser level, we removed 
enough soil along the ten-foot width where the pipe would sit.  
Once we had the pipe’s location complete, we began digging 
each footer.  Each footer was about five feet wide, which al-

lowed enough room for workers to lay the stones into place.  The 
bottom of each footer was excavated to the same level, which 
was established with the laser.  This was the end of the major 
excavating.  The next step was to place the pipe.  The key here 
was to locate the pipe as accurately as possible on the side of the 
ditch.  Once the pipe was set down, we measured off the ends to 
make sure we had our footers dug properly.  The extra three feet 
dug beyond the ten foot length was also verified.  Three workers 
pushed the pipe down the bank of the ditch into its final resting 
spot.  Then, we set our string line up once again to make sure 
the pipe was at the correct depth in relation to both sides of the 
ditch.  We also checked the pipe to ensure it was sitting level in 
the ditch.  

Next, we concentrated on each of the four footer regions.  
The fact that we were working below the grade of the ditch 
made for a messy workspace.  To help create a solid and stable 
base, we added crushed gravel to the footers.  Again, using the 
laser, we made sure all four footers were level, and we graded 
the gravel evenly.  We were at the point where we could con-

struct our forms from 2x6s.  Concrete was poured into the forms 
to provide a base for the white stone. 

We allowed the concrete to dry overnight.  We then re-
moved the wood forms and began masonry work.  At Indian 
Hill, we’re fortunate to have several crew members who have 
brick-laying and stonework skills.  Random-length white stones 
were put into place on one side of the bridge with two workers 
in each footer.  At ground level, two additional men were prepar-
ing masonry cement and handing stones down.  They worked 
efficiently, and the bridge took shape very quickly. Once the 
stones reached the correct level, the crew repeated the process 
and constructed the opposite side of the bridge. 

With both sides of the stone bridge completed, the excava-
tion was backfilled –both inside and outside the bridge walls.  
The soil was graded and compacted to match the ditch bank 
slope on the outside of the walls.  The inside of the bridge was 
filled in around the pipe and graded to provide a subtle rise in 
the middle of the bridge, allowing proper runoff from rainfall.  
Crushed gravel was laid on top of the soil to establish near-finish 
grade.  Once thoroughly compacted, we added crushed red rock 
material to finish and match our other bridge/cart path surfaces.

The bridge construction process at Indian Hill Club gives a 
uniform and attractive look to all of our crossings.  The planning 
and labor are enjoyable components of our off-season.  The 
feedback tells us that when course duties and weather slow 
down, taking on a task such as a stone bridge is quite rewarding. 
We’re proud to share our story and our successes with in-house-
managed off-season projects. 

After the pipe was set in the ditch and footers were poured, skilled 
staff members at Indian Hill Club began the stonework.

After each bridge complete and backfilled, staff finished off the grade 
with crushed red stone to match the existing path work at IHC.
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