ON THE GREEN,
“ALMOST” DOESN’T CUT IT.

Jacobsen® Eclipse® 322: the industry's only
100% hydraulic-free riding greens mower.

When we say no hydraulics, we mean it. The Jacobsen
Eclipse 322 provides greener operations and less
maintenance to lower operating costs by up to 86%.
Combined with programmable settings and individual reel
control, you're assured perfectly manicured greens every
single time. Determine your course savings using our
cost calculator at www.Eclipse322.com.

www.Eclipse322.com

www.burrisequipment.com

EQUIPMENT

The Ofilcial Turf Equipment Supplier to The PGA of America and
A The Exclusive Turf Equipment Supplier to PGA Golf Properiies.
v © May 2010, Jacobsen, A Textron Company.

Lakemoor
27939 W. Concrete Drive
Ingleside, IL 60041
(815)363-4100

Waukegan
2216 N. Greenbay Road
Waukegan, IL 60087
(847) 336-1205

SNECOBS =N

A Textron Company

Frankfort
10351 W. Laraway Road
Frankfort, IL 60423
(815) 464-6650
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The first hole at Blackstone is a short par 4, 352 from the tips and
tests the straight shot right out of the gate as pictured from the green.

FRONT COVER

The clubhouse over looks the 18th green at Blackstone Golf Club. Aim at the hole on your approach
otherwise you might find yourself in a pinch on this horseshoe shaped green.
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded
December 24, 1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation
and dissemination of scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf
maintenance. We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while
improving and enhancing the individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to
the general public now and in the future.

All editorial and advertisement inquiries should be directed to Luke Cella, Publisher, On Course. 11855
Archer Avenue, Lemont, IL, 60439. (630) 243-7900 or visit www.magcs.org for rates and requirements.
Statements of fact and opinion are the responsibility of the authors alone and do not imply an opinion
on the part of the officers or members.
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SHARPEN YOUR INSTINCTS

When situations on your golf course demand quick thinking and swift action, the Toro Lynx™
Control System helps you do just that. Look to Lynx™ for these innovative features:

¢ All the information you need, in one place

® Easy set up and customization of your irrigation system
¢ Superior course map editing and creation

® Unsurpassed integration with other system components
- = _ e Electricity usage monitoring, reporting and management

e Enhanced system troubleshooting
W

TORO. Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry
IRRIGATION SALES AND SERVICE
Count on it. Darrick Robbins (630) 217-1922
Phil Zastrow (414) 313-5247

www.toro.com/Lynx

www.reinders.com 3816 Carnation St., Franklin Park, IL (888) 838-5778



ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT
Bob Kohlstedt, Fox Bend Golf Course

Here We GO
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Ready or not, we start another season of mayhem. | hope everyone found some time during the shortened
“off-season” to recharge and spend some quality time with family. My wife and | used the GIS to escape
the kids for a few days and spend some time as a couple, which is rare for us. As our children approach

the high school years their activities seem to double.

These activities take time, and we have to

become good managers of our priorities. The winter months allow us more freedom with time, but as the
season starts, the pressure builds. Sometimes hard decisions need to be made, and family functions get
shortened or skipped. | believe this is the evil side of our profession. It is easy to get sucked in. We pour
our hearts and souls into our little slice of the earth, and it consumes us. | challenge myself every season to
try not to forget to set aside time for family and friends. Equally important is to make time to take care of
yourself and your well-being. Play more golf, go to more games (Go White Sox!), or take a long weekend.

Don’t regret not having a life off the course.

The business of turf management has definitely changed
over the years. | must be getting to be a grumpy old man,
but it seems to me that greens keeping was more fun when
I was younger. Not that | don’t enjoy my chosen profession,
but it's frustrating being asked to do the same, or more, with
less money and manpower. Thanks to the wonderful state
of this economy, there’s no relief within reach. Still I am
amazed what my staff can get done in a shortened day,
with old equipment, and at the same wages as last season.
For that | am very grateful.

We all know about learning from past experience and
applying the lessons to current challenges. Extremes are
not what any of us want to deal with, but after two decades
of turf management it's inevitable that we will experience
similar conditions again someday. Be proactive. Don't add
any unnecessary stress to the turf during the “100 day war,”

because a shaggy green is easier to restore than a brown one.
Concessions need to be made in dealing with smaller budgets.

The demand for tournament conditions during extremes
is unrealistic. As professional turf managers we need to
be able to communicate this to the golfers so there is
some understanding.

| often make the mistake during difficult growing
conditions to think I'm the only one that's struggling.
When soil temps wander above 95 degrees on 75% poa
greens, the last thing you want to hear is a golfer telling

you that your neighboring course isn't having any trouble.
That's what they want you to believe. You know it's not true.
That's the time to reach out and talk with peers. Misery
loves company. | have had some of the best conversations
at MAGCS monthly meetings. This is one reason to attend
the meetings and share experiences (and a cold one) with
others who are willing to help.

The Midwest is here to help the membership spend a
little time away from the pressures of the job. Blackstone
Golf club will be hosting the next MAGCS event on June
19th. You should plan on bringing your assistant and
competing for the Dom Grotti Championship. Assistants
deserve a chance to recharge as well. Too busy? How about
bringing the family out to the Kane County Cougars game
on July 14th? This is a great opportunity to spend some of
the above-mentioned quality time with friends and family.
What about a long weekend with buddies north of the
border wrapping up at Big Foot Country Club on September
24th? Then it's time to call an alum and compete for your
alma mater at Calumet Country Club on October 22nd.

The strength of this chapter comes from its membership.
After attending other local and national events, it's easy
to see that the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents is one of the best.

So, here we go! | hope we all have the perfect season and
that we all take care of ourselves, because nobody else will. -OC
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Dedicated To Serwice

Wheeling 847-537-2177
Mokena 708-444-2177
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StressG_ard“j

Relieve stress this summer.

Arthur Clesen has the knowledge and expertise to relieve your turf stress
and reduce your personal stress this summer.

arthurclesen.com

Anderson, Garry....630-514-4114
Anderson, John.....630-669-0519
Bartosh, Scott......... 262-221-5524
Lamkin, John.........708-259-4354
Spler, SCOtsnstait 847-561-3139




FEATURE
Todd Kerry, Water Well Solutions

Mercury and Water Don't Mix

lllinois Law Bans the Sale of Mercury Seals for Well Pump Applications Due to Environmental Concerns

Mercury is a very toxic element that can cause severe neurological health problems. Mercury can enter the
human body through inhalation, ingestion, and skin absorption. Over the years there has been a growing
concern with the use of mercury. Many environmentalists believe that the use of mercury in everyday products
may have contributed to cardiovascular disease, autism, seizures, mental retardation, hyperactivity,
dyslexia and many other conditions. Many states have enacted legislation that has reduced or eliminated

the amount of mercury that a product can contain.

Recently, in the interest of public safety, the Governor of
llinois signed new legislation (SB 1213), which was approved
by the lllinois House of Representatives and the State Senate,
banning the sale and distribution of “mercury seals” for water
well pumping equipment. Due to the environmental and
public health concerns, the lllinois Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA), Division of Pollution Protection, decided to
add submersible motors to the mercury ban list after several
mercury spills were reported throughout the country.

The mercury ban in the new law prevents the installation
of a mercury seal commonly found in the Flowserve Corporation,
Bryon Jackson, Type “H" Submersible motor, which has been
installed in many water wells throughout the State of lllinois.
The Byron Jackson motors are unique as they are the only
submersible motor manufacturer to offer a mercury seal option
in a submersible motor. This design utilized mercury’s unique
characteristics to create a seal around the rotating shaft.

This inhibits the intrusion of well water into the oil-filled
electric motor housing, preventing a catastrophic motor failure.
The Type “H"” motors have 8.25 to 17.25 pounds of mercury
located within the seal. Seals on a standard water-filled motor
are not as critical. Well water can enter a water-filled motor with-
out risk of immediate motor failure, unlike an oil-filled motor.

The mercury ban goes into effect on July 1, 2012. After
that, owners of water systems will be required to install alter-
native seals, such as the industry standard mechanical seal
found in all other submersible motors. According to the IEPA,
owners will no longer be allowed to purchase, repair, or re-
install the type “H" motor with a mercury seal. According to
the law, if a submersible motor is pulled for servicing, the seal
cannot be altered or repaired. If repairs to the motor are nec-
essary, the IEPA will require that the mercury seal be replaced.
In response to this new legislation, the Flowserve Corporation
has decided to discontinue production and repairs to the

Type “H" motor with mercury seals as of July, 2012. They will
make conversion to a double mechanical seal mandatory.

Owners will not be required to pull existing pumping
equipment in order to become compliant. Owners of water
systems will be required to become compliant with the law
only when installing new systems or when repairs become
necessary. There are several options available for compliance
with the new law once a system requires repairs. When the
pumping equipment is removed from the well for service,
the Byron Jackson Type “H” motor can be retrofitted with a
double mechanical seal. Another option is to adapt the pump
to a water-filled, submersible motor with a standard mechanical
seal, which is often seen as more environmentally friendly.
Water-filled motors have been around for decades. Due
to their reliability and availability, they are the most commonly
used submersible motors in the world. They account for
over 90% of all motors installed.

There are some important considerations when determining
whether to convert the Byron Jackson to a double mechanical
seal or to replace the motor altogether. When evaluating the
cost of conversion of the Byron Jackson or replacement with
a new water-filled motor, the prices are comparable. The
choice of repairing the old motor or replacing it with new
becomes compelling once you factor in the turnaround time
for repairing and converting the Byron Jackson motor, which
can be between 7 and 16 weeks. Typically, water-filled motors
are readily available for immediate installation.

Our goal is to assure that all water operators are fully
informed of the impact of this new law and to provide
assistance in developing cost-effective solutions for achieving
compliance. How do you know if you'll be affected by this
legislation? Questions on the new law can be directed to
Becky Jayne with the IEPA. You may also contact us directly.
A simple site visit by a qualified service technician can help
determine the law’s effect on you. -OC
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SUPER -N- SITE
Travis Dykstra, St. Charles Country Club

Andy Perry -N-
Blackstone Golf Club

Blackstone Golf Club (BGC) is an upscale, 18-hole, public golf facility located just outside Marengo, Illinois,

on 172 acres of rolling terrain. It is owned and operated by Dan Weck. Construction began in 2005 and
the course opened in 2006, under the architectural lead of Bob Lohmann. BGC offers a full practice range,
as well as a full bar and fine dining options, all located in its newly-constructed clubhouse. What makes
Blackstone unique is that each hole is very different from the next. Not only does it have a great mix
of wooded holes that protect you from the wind, but it also has many holes that are out in the open,
which challenges the golfer’s ability to hit every shot. This makes turf management challenging because of
the different microclimates. At least this is what my good friend, and BGC course superintendent,
Andy Perry, tells me.

Andy has been at Blackstone
Golf Club since February of this
year. He took over for Nick Leu,
when Nick moved to Super-
intendent at Omaha Field Club,
located in Omaha, Nebraska.
Oddly enough, Andy and Nick
are high school friends who grew
up in Ottumwa, lowa. Andy says,
“My transition to BGC has been
very smooth because Nick was
doing an outstanding job and
was very organized.”

Andy developed a passion
for the golf course at a very young
age because his father was a course challenging aspect of course
superintendent back in lowa. g E o maintenance is dealing with the
“He was always bringing me to Andy and wife Sara. ever-changing “Mother Nature.”

Andy came to the Chicagoland area
and interned for Ron McCarthy
at Edgewood Valley Golf Club in
LaGrange. After graduating from ISU
in May 2005, his passion for golf and
the Chicagoland area brought him
back. He landed his first Assistant
position at Cress Creek Country Club,
in Naperville, working for Bill Kennedy.
After spending five years at Cress
Creek, he worked for Dave Biery at
Black Sheep Golf Club in Sugar Grove
for the past two seasons.

Most superintendents would
agree with Andy that the most

the golf course to hit balls or ride However, Andy says, “Each day is
on the course with him,” says Andy. Andy started working different than the last, and there is always something new
at Ottumwa Country Club, for Gary Twedt, while he was still going on. The job always keeps you on your feet, and there
in high school. After graduation he went on to lowa State is never a dull moment.” Currently, Andy and the BGC crew
University where he earned his degree in Horticulture with are working on removing a large hump in the practice green

an emphasis in Turfgrass Management. During his tenure at and leveling it out. They will be expanding it to allow for
ISU, he worked at Veenker Memorial Golf Course, under the more cup area, permitting them to disperse foot traffic a little

supervision of John Newton. During the summer of 2003, more. Additionally, they also plan to continue re-sodding
Andy particicpated in an internship program at the Seaview collars that have been contaminated with bluegrass.
Resort, in Absecon, New Jersey. In the summer of 2004, (continued on page 9)
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SUPERCHARGED
BENTGRASS,

With Yellow Jacket® Enhanced Seed Coating

SUPERCHARGED BENTGRASS
WITH YELLOW JACKET®

Bentgrass coated with Yellow Jacket® germinates and establishes
better than uncoated seed. The secret is better ufilization
of available water. This is due in large part to ZEBA®, a key
component of Yellow Jacket.

ZEBA is a super absorbent technology that can hold 600 fimes
its own weight in water. Yellow Jacket acts like a sponge around
the seed, holding water and nutrients for the seed to draw on as
needed for germination.

The Yellow Jacket Advantage

Improves handling of small seed

Provides moisture during seed germination
Improves establishment

Reduces need for frequent watering during establishment
Absorbs and releases nutrients fo seedling

BARENBRUG

Great in Grass”®
www.barusa.com

e a2 B @

Rusty Stachlewitz....... (630)779-0761
Craig Shepherd ........ (563)213-1632
Brelt Ziegler .............. (847)302-9673
Aaron Goy ............... (859)991-0828

PROGRO

815.747.6024

progro-solufions.com

BUILD
BETTER BUNKERS

8 MAY 2012 On Course

Waupaca Sand & Solutions
715-258-8566
www.WaupacaSand.com

wn
YOUR Trusted Sand Source WAUPACA

HOLLEMBEAK

CONSTREMRGCG TION INC.

Golf Course Construction e Renovations e Bunkers
Clearing * Feature Grading ® Shaping ¢ Drainage
Tee and Green Construction ® Cart Paths e Grassing
Shoreline Stabilization ® Pond Construction and Dredging
Laser Tee Leveling ¢ GPS Golf Course Mapping

P.O. BOX 103 » BIG ROCK, IL 60511 = 630-556-3891




Outside of work, Andy and his wife, Sara, live in Aurora
with their dog, Chloe, and George the cat. In his off hours
he enjoys spending time with Sara, golfing, exercising,
following sports, going to concerts and spending time with
family and friends. Most importantly, he enjoys cheering
for the lowa State Cyclones and the Detroit Lions.

I am truly honored to say that Andy is one of my good
friends. Therefore on behalf of me and MAGCS, a big
“Thank You" goes out to Andy, Dan, and the rest of
Blackstone Golf Club crew for their generosity and
dedication in preparing for the June Meeting. -OC

His favorite piece of equipment at BGC thus far is a Toro
Greensmaster 3300 Tri-flex that was purchased last year.
It has 14 blade reels. This piece of equipment allows Andy
to allocate man hours elsewhere on the golf course without
sacrificing quality of cut.

Andy told me that even though his father is no longer
a golf course superintendent he is someone he has always
looked up to and calls often for advice. He also has tremen-
dous respect for the above-mentioned men who have
been instrumental in his development from assistant super-
intendent to superintendent.

RIVERWALLS v1p.

PO. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction
Arched Stone Bridges

Greg Zumdahl
Sales Consultant

Spectrum

Technologies, Inc.

“To Measure Is To Know"

gzumdahl@specmeters.com
www.specmeters.com

12340 S. Industrial Drive East
Plainfield, IL 40585

Weather Stations

Data Loggers

Frost Alert Systems

Pest Management Tools
Irrigation Management Tools
Soil Moisture and Compaction Meters
pH, EC, and Nitrogen Meters

Light and Chlorophyll Meters

toll free: 800.248.8873
phone: 815.436.4440

fax: 815.436.4460 1-888-254-4155

OFFICE: 847-382-9696
MOBILE: 847-366-5400
E-mail: riverwalls@hotmail.com

Division of STL Corp. BUY EXPERIENCE

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT
C.E.O.

Since 1968

Please contact us 24/7 for all of
your water well pump service, well A Y
rehabilitation and irrigation pump

Water Well 5olutions
Elburn, IL 60119

Lake Villa, IL 60046

www.wwssg.com

repair needs.

M.A.G.C.S Core Sponsor

Todd Kerry

Office: (888)769-9009
Cell:  (630)201-0749
E-mail: todd @wwssg.com
Tim Kelly

Office: (888)769-9009
Cell: (262) 269-6289
E-mail: tkelly@wwssg.com

“u

28322 Ballard Road
Lake Forest, IL. 60045

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

Fax: 847-281-9780

www.magcs.org 9




Experienced Operators - (25+ years as golf course superintendents)
Flexible to Your Schedule and Turf

Affordable

Needle Tine at Night™- we’ll get it done and only the roots will know
Let’s Talk Turf- call today for a quote

“I’ll make dollar spot pay.”

“Even the best turf can fall victim fo disease. But with Honor® Intrinsic™ brand fungicide, | won't go down
easily. On top of unsurpassed disease control, research shows that Honor Intrinsic’s plant health benefits
give me a better root system so | can stand up to stresses like drought and moisture events, extreme

temperatures, and aerffication— better than ever.” B ASF

Intrinsic brand fungicides don't just fight disease; they give turf the resilience to endure stress. Find out
more by contacting Randy Lusher, 630.810.1832, randy.lusher@basf.com. The Chemical Company
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