High performance is in our DNA.

New Renown™ fungicide is the only product to
contain the active ingredients in both Daconil®
and Heritage® fungicides—the top two-selling
fungicides in the golf market. Azoxystrobin and
chlorothalonil have been optimally formulated
to protect turf from root to leaf tip. It's one
economical, disease-fighting machine.

To learn how Renown can help you this season,
contact Brian Winkel at 630-391-2170 or
brian.winkel@syngenta.com.

w Renowin’

Fungicide

www.RenownFungicide.com

©2011 Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC., 410 Swing Road, Greensboro, NG 27409. Important: Always read and follow label instructions
before buying or using these products. The label contains important conditions of sale, including limitations of remedy and warranty.
Renown™ is not currently registered for use in all states. Please check with your state or local extension service prior to buying or using
this product. Daconil*, Heritage®, Renown™, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Statistics cited from the
2000 study by SPC LLC.

|, technically it’s in our molecules.
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Chuck Barber, Indian Lakes Resort Subtle undulations in a rolling fairway can make an “easy” shot not so simple
when your balance is off, a design feature of Perry Maxwell.
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FRONT COVER
Most golf courses display our flag somewhere on the property. Does yours? If so, send us a picture -
this one happened to be from out west, and is a fitting cover to compliment Brian Placzkowski’s feature.

Michael Mumper, Arrowhead Golf Club

Dave Kohley, Silver Lake Country Club Photo credit: Luke Cella
John Nelson, Merit Club DIRECTOR’'S COLUMN
3 Midwest Turf Clinic Takes Shape
PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Dave Groelle
Scott Witte, CGCS, Cantigny G.C.
FEATURE
COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVE 5 Magic is not Obvious but Infectious

Gregory Martin
Nick Baker, Chicagoland Turf

9 Not Your Average Bunker

CLASS ‘C’' REPRESENTATIVE . .
Brian Placzkowski

Joe Schneider
NEWS FROM ALLIED ASSOCIATIONS

TURFGRASS ADVISOR DEPARTMENTS
12 the Bull Sheet
Dr. Derek Settle John Gurke
Brad Chamra ..
EDITORIAL CHAIRMAN 23 gla\:::o(s:ounty Picnic
LGBl 26 MAGCS in Motion

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded
December 24, 1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation

John Gurke, CGCS

Chuck Anfield, CGCS and dissemination of scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf
maintenance. We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while
improving and enhancing the individual and collective prestige of the members.

GRAPHIC ARTIST

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to
the general public now and in the future.

Mark Karczewski

This publication is not copyrighted. We would like to

share our articles with any who would like to use them,
but please give the author and On Course credit.




Meet
Harrell’s.

New in Chicago! Your total turf care resource for custom-blended
fertilizers, wetting agents, liquid nutritionals and chemicals.

Since 1941 — everything you need to grow a better world. We manufacture Harrell's
custom-blended fertilizer, MAXline liguid nutritionals, wetting agents and SprayMAX
adjuvants and colorants with stringent quality control measures ensuring clean, clear and
compatible products. Our production of fertilizer exceeds 75,000 tons annually, and we're
the exclusive eastern formulator and a leading world distributor of POLYON Technology —
the industry’s superior controlled-release fertilizer technology. Visit www.harrells.com

today and get to know us better.

Meet Al, Chad and Pete — Your Harrell’s team.

Al Pondel Chad Hauth Pete Kiraly
815-222-9238 630-945-2123 847-404-4346
apondel@harrells.com chauth@harrells.com pkiraly@harrells.com

Partners for Success.

A “ Harrell’'s

WWW-harl‘euS.C()m ’ Growing A Better World™



DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Dave Groelle, CGCS, Royal Melbourne Country Club

Midwest Turf Clini'é Takes Shape

As | write this we are nearing the end of another tough Chicago summer. It has been a long season and
we are all hoping we are on the down-hill side of the climb. I’'m sure the last thing on your mind is the
educational program on tap for the 58" Annual Midwest Turf Clinic. However, Chuck Barber and | have
been working diligently throughout the season on the program, in the hopes of creating an educational
and entertaining day for all in attendance.

The program will feature Paul Vermeulen, Director There is no shortage of things to do between now and
of Competitions Agronomy for the PGA Tour and Tim the Turf Clinic and | hope to see you at one of the MAGCS
Moraghan, former Championship Agronomist with the sponsored events: The iTurfExpo on September 22 at
USGA and current Principal of Aspire Golf Consulting. Midwest Golf House, the Midwest October Meeting hosted
Paul will be discussing the TOUR’s tournament preparations, by John Nelson and Merit Club on October 3, and the joint
and in particular, how they approach the dual challenges educational meeting with the Club Managers Association
of green speed and putting green firmness. Tim will be on October 11 at Stonebridge Country Club. -OC
discussing a variety of topics that include
everyday championship agronomy, what :
works and what doesn’t. He will also go == Delivers
into career development, interviewing do’s - .
and don'ts, and generally wow us with his VAL brains
wealth of knowledge. -

Curtis Tyrrell, CGCS of Medinah Country d
Club will also share with us some of the a n
preparations Medinah will make in advance .
of the Ryder Cup in 2012. This will be a
terrific event for the Chicago golf market
and put the world golf spotlight in our area
for a few days next year.

It will be a great day of education
highlighted by respected individuals of
our industry.

Jan Jarvis of Master of the Links will be
our National Anthem performer again this
year. | promise you this is a performance

brawn.

you will NOT want to miss. | cant believe Vehicles that go where you need them to go, doing the jobs you need
how lucky we are to have a performer like them to do, day in, day out, without problems. Brains and brawn. Now

' ' i i available in utility vehicles.
Jan share his talents with us. Jim Cornelison Nadler Golf Car SEISS, Inc. y

of Chicago Blackhawks fame has nothing
on our guy Jan!

2700 N. Farnsworth Ave.

As is customary, the event will be held Aurora, IL60502
at Medinah Country Club on Wednesday, Call: 630-898-1616 for Eric, Chad or Dave
November 16, 2011. There will be much www.nadlergolf.com
more on tap so please mark your calendars
for this great event. Y‘Egg IF IT"S A

®
1 800.CLUBCAR e clubcar.com
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ON THE GREEN,
“ALMOST"” DOESN'T CUT IT.

Jacobsen® Eclipse® 322: the industry's only
100% hydraulic-free riding greens mower.

When we say no hydraulics, we mean it. The Jacobsen
Eclipse 322 provides greener operations and less
maintenance to lower operating costs by up to 86%.
Combined with programmable settings and individual reel
control, you're assured perfectly manicured greens every
single time. Determine your course savings using our
cost calculator at www.Eclipse322.com.

www.Eclipse322.com

www.burrisequipment.com

EQUIPMENT

—

) — ®
\ The Oficial Turf Equipment Supplier to The PGA of America and JA CQES_N
) The Exclusive Turf Equipment Supplier to PGA Golf Properties. l
A :

© May 2010, Jacobsen, A Textron Company. A Textron Company

Lakemoor Waukegan Frankfort
27939 W. Concrete Drive 2216 N. Greenbay Road 10351 W. Laraway Road
Ingleside, IL 60041 Waukegan, IL 60087 Frankfort, IL 60423

(815)363-4100 (847) 336-1205 (815) 464-6650



FEATURE |
Gregory Martin, Martin Design

Magic is
not Obvious
but Infectious

Golf course architects come in many shapes and sizes, from different places and with different per-
spectives. Golf course architecture should be a reflection of the wonderful variety this game provides.
The game of golf is played on distinct and unique playing fields—and architectural variety is what makes

the game so grand.

This is nothing new. Golden age
architects, Bell, Tillinghast, Ross,
McKenzie each had a unique style
and offered varying perspectives on
how golf course architecture should
react to the land and expose the game.
But their success was based upon
some simple and shared ideas about
golf and golfers.

Architectural perspectives still
come in different shapes and sizes.
This variance is what gives golfers
the fodder for discussion about golf
courses and golf course architecture.

| have the greatest admiration
for Pete Dye. He has created some
of the most extraordinary golf courses
of the modern era. His “diabolical”
efforts have been examined, dissected
and detailed. The professional player
is harassed and the average golfer
besieged. Some of his more distinctive
designs were those that offered an extraordinary level of
intimidation. From all angles, there was much to observe,
much to understand and a lot to digest. Beautiful and
engaging, these courses like TPC Sawgrass, Whistling Straits
and PGA West are oddly harmonious while simultaneously
menacing - bombarding every golfer with continued dread.

Interestingly, golfers of all types have had great rounds
on these golf courses. This past year, a professional posted
a 64 at TPC Sawgrass, even with a double bogey. He played
as if with blinders, never seeing the trouble or allowing that
trouble to affect his play. When | played there, | began my
round with a series of pars, a bogey and a birdie. | was even

after eight holes. On the ninth hole,
| made a mistake, and never regained
a level of the most basic competence —
overwhelmed and fearful for the next
9 holes | became a terrified golfer.

His designs are equal parts
strategy, heroism and pressure.
Play the right shot to the right spot
and you can play well: do not let
the massive bunkers, steep grades,
or insidious hazards affect your play.
Play the wrong shot, or play to the
wrong spot and you will be penal-
ized. Simple, right? But once you
make a mistake, the blinders are off.
You will see everything and it will
interfere with clear thinking. Only
the most talented thoughtful golfers
can recover. This is the genius of
Pete Dye.

| am an admirer of Pete Dye, but
my design philosophies come from
the opposite direction. My instincts as an architect are to
allow the golfer to ‘play away’ with little care, and a wide
berth, but generate subtleties and surprises that offer
challenges enticing and goading the golfer into carelessness.
Each shot is presented with challenges, some easier than the
next, and each providing subtle demands requiring attention,
or even recovery. | believe golf should be a challenge - equal
parts fun, strategy and difficulty. Other architects
use different equations.

These same philosophies are inherent in the designs of
Perry Maxwell. He managed to create some wonderful golf

(continued on page 7)
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Starts quicker.
Runs quieter.
Stops smoother.

The new Kubota RTV500 compact
utility vehicle has all the comfort,
technology and refinements of a
larger utility vehicle. Available
in Kubota orange and
Realtree™ camouflage, the
four wheel drive RTV500 is
ready for work or play. Visit
your local Kubota dealer to test drive
the only utility vehicle of its kind.

Ol - BASF

The Chemical Company

See how equipment and
agronomics can work together.

Only John Deere Golf offers both a
full selection of golf maintenance

e JOHN DEERE

Hill'lln ImIIIBmelll. "Ic- equipment and soft goods from GOLF
wa': I"‘smltm°7 top name brands. Plus advice on
Vi Park, how to pick the best of each for
(708) 349-8430 .
your course. Call us today. Think Ahead.
l Equipment Sales: Agronomic Sales:
(lJ b o rq J.W. Turf, Inc. Hampshire, IL Chicago South: Paul Yerkes,
847-683-4653 630-514-9373
www.kubota.com

“Realiree is a registerad trademark of Jordan Ouldoor Enterprises, Ltd.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2008
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Chicago North: Charles Hill,
630-768-9275




courses that adhere to strategic principles while providing

a simply beautiful challenge. It is both fair and tough. The
Maxwell rolls are the most notable aspect of his courses.

The greens are filled with pitches and curves, rolls and ridges.
Yet, even with these heavily contoured greens there is subtlety
and nuance to his designs; there is charm and timelessness
that is revealed slowly and evenly. The course grows as a
friendship, with characteristics that are at the same time
polite and puzzling. There is magic to these golf courses.

The challenges are not obvious, but they certainly exist.

That magic is charming.

Every golfer should learn to read a golf course...to take
the clues from the architect and determine how the hole
should be played. Pete Dye offers lots of clues that are in-
tended to overwhelm the senses. Perry Maxwell provides
few clues, but with equally destructive results.

Like magic, good golf course architecture does not have
to be obvious. It can be obvious and menacing, or it can be
subtle, simple and simultaneously captivating. -OC




Research suggest that the microorganisms
responsible for mineralizing the organic
nitrogen in Milorganite remain active up
to the time soils freeze. This means a
dormant application of Milorganite in late
fall, or just prior to freeze up, will work to
your advantage all winter and spring.

. -ORGMNIC NITROGEN l@
Milorganite

' FERTILIZER '

For more information on dormant feeding
with Milorganite, contact Jaime at

1-800-287-9645 | www.milorganite.com
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P E

TURF

Your Single Source for:

. pH Control

. Fertigation

. Injection Equipment

. Irrigation System Monitoring & Alarm

Ask aboutour NEW960v! ~EV

P VFD Technology

P Eliminates Overfeed
Spikes from On/Off Control

P Affordable

P Remote Control from
Irrigation Central

P Optimize Treatment Costs
P Easy to Use

PRODUCT * EQUIPMENT * SERVICE * SUPPORT

For additional info or to schedule a demo, call 800.677.8097

e

"ASK ABOUT OUR TURF SPECIALS! |
* New & Used Sales/Leasing *
* Full Service Department For All Brands *

i ~

Golf, Utility, Multi-Pass,
& Beverage Cars
Available

Tournament Fleet
Cars For
Special Events!

ILLINOIS LOCATION:
549 Heartland Drive
Suite A

Sugar Grove, IL 60554
(6 Miles West of Aurora)

(630) 466-5239

WISCONSIN LOCATION:

13900 Leetsbir Road
Sturtevant, Wl 53177
(West of Racine on Int. 84)

(262) 886-2816

IOWA LOCATION:

9875 Kapp Court

Peosta, IA 52068
Tomberlin Electric Vehicles (7 Miles West of Dubugue)
are street legall (563) 582-7390

Please visit us online at www.harrisgolfcars.com




FEATURE Il
Brian Placzkowski, Royal Melbourne Country Club

Not Your
Average Bunker

I've read before that golf mimics life or maybe life mimics golf. Since I've become the Assistant at Royal
Melbourne, I've found many parallels between our profession and a part of my life. As we all know,
this month marks the ten-year anniversary of 9/11. This tragic day has touched all of us in many different
ways. This day holds particular significance with me, because nine years ago this month | found my
naive, Midwest, suburban behind in the middle of the hottest, dirtiest, scariest Afghani desert | would have
never thought to imagine. You might wonder what the heck | was doing there. | was on deployment with
Task Force Panther of the 82" Airborne Division. Over the next six months as an infantryman in the 15
Battalion 504" Parachute Infantry Regiment, | would experience good and bad events that will stay with
me for the rest of my life. | often have people ask me, “What was it like?” It's not that | don’t want to talk
about it, but | don’t always know what to say. You see, there’ s not much that | can compare it to that they
would understand, and many people walk away confused. You might wonder how, but in only my second
season as an assistant superintendent at Royal Melbourne Country Club, I've found a surprising amount of
similarities between being a soldier in Afghanistan and an assistant superintendent in the Midwest
(no offense Dave!) and | thought I'd take a minute and share a few with you.

The biggest thing the Army prepared me for was this

whole early to bed early to rise mentality. | commonly saw
the sunrise, set, and rise again all without ever going to bed.
After long summers like the last two, | sometimes feel the
same way. The biggest thing | had to get used to was not
having to put on body armor and carry a rifle to the bathroom
in the morning. Another likeness I've noticed is the shocking
similarities between scouting for diseases on hot muggy
mornings and climbing through the mountains looking for
the Taliban. You can run into them at any place and time
and when you do it almost always means it's going to be
a long day. The only thing is, Pythium doesn’t shoot back.
My favorite comparison is when you find yourself in a
foreign country, trying to provide a service to help people who
don't speak your language... is very similar to dealing with
golfers who want to know why the greens are slow, why their
balls plug in the bunker, and why we aerate the golf course
every year. Both missions start with the best of intentions
and end with people walking away shaking their heads. And
then there's wanting to jump out of a perfectly good airplane.
Well, on second thought | haven't quite found anything to
compare that to except maybe going to a green committee
meeting, but If | think of something better I'll let you know.

Both missions start with the best
intentions and end with people
walking away shaking their heads.

This September 11% take a minute and whether you thank
a soldier, thank a firefighter or thank God, take a moment and
be thankful for the great country we live in and for all the
brave men and women everywhere in any capacity that fight
hard every day to preserve it. -OC
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NEWS FROM ALLIED ASSOCIATIONS
Brad Chamra, Lake Shore Country Club

20117 iTurf Expo Preview

The calendar has flipped to September and hopefully all of the torrential downpours and oppressive heat
remain a faint memory until next summer. With the arrival of cooler temperatures, area golf courses can
jump-start plant health through heavy doses of cultural practices. Fall projects such as drainage, overseed-
ing, and tree removal are gearing up to lessen the effects of another extreme growing season. Another
crucial tool turfgrass professionals can use to educate and prepare for the 2012 season is the iTurf Expo,
an event sponsored by the lllinois Turfgrass Foundation, the CDGA, U of | and SIU.

The 2011 iTurf Expo will once
again be held on the Sunshine Golf
Course located at the Midwest Golf
House Complex in Lemont, IL on Sep-
tember 22. The iTurf Expo presents a
great medium for interactive training
and education, as well as networking
with peers and other industry profes-
sionals on successful practices for
2011 and improvement strategies for
2012. Not only is it a great “one stop
shop” to see new or updated equip-
ment and products being offered
for turf professionals across all turf
trades, it is also a valuable opportunity to listen to unbiased
research on diseases, turfgrass varieties, and annual flowers.

With the help of the CDGA Turfgrass Program and
Dr. Derek Settle, The lllinois Turfgrass Foundation (ITF) has
bought together some of the most highly respected educa-
tional minds in the turfgrass industry. Dr. Settle developed a
very well rounded educational program for the golf course
superintendent, assistant golf course superintendent and the
industry that support our courses. Every year, the ITF looks to
improve the experience for attendees while at the iTurf Expo,
and this year’s line up of researchers should not disappoint.

Dr. Jim Kerns from the University of Wisconsin will share
his research, “Everything Dollar Spot.” Dr. Kerns research
discusses the suppression of dollar spot through different
fungicidal families, rates, intervals, and growth regulators.

He will also present a new dollar spot model, in collaboration
with Oklahoma State University, in which dollar spot outbreaks
may be predicted in the future.

Dr. Aaron Patton from Purdue University will be present-
ing his research, “Selective control of creeping bentgrass
and other weeds in golf course roughs.” With his research
Dr. Patton focuses on planning, implementing, and leading
projects devoted to managing quality lawn, sod, golf, and
10
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sports turf while reducing
management inputs.

Dr. Lee Miller (will return to
his old stomping grounds) from
the University of Missouri will
examine how DMI fungicides can
be used for fairy ring prevention
and how spring DMI applications
combined with wetting agents
and PGRs work into a greens’
management program.

Dr. Bruce Branham from the
University of lllinois and Dr. Ken
Diesburg from Southern lllinois
University will be on hand to discuss problems and current
research that are specific to turfgrass professionals in lllinois.

Tim Sibicky, Manager of Research for the CDGA will
discuss, “Multi-State Evaluation of Dollar Spot Susceptibility
in Creeping Bentrgrass Cultivars.” Mr. Sibicky’s research
findings and analysis are usually presented in parts for weekly
CDGA Scouting Report, but at the iTurf Expo he will be able
to fully expand on his research.

Dr. Settle, Director of Turfgrass Programs for the CDGA,
will present his research “Waitea Gone Wild- Research Experi-
ence of Early Summer 2011" and “Testing Newer Fungicides
for Disease Control on Golf Course Greens.” Dr. Settle’s
research, along with information gained from numerous site
visits during the past two difficult growing seasons, will
combine for an invaluable presentation.

With all of the research and expertise available at the
2011 iTurf Expo, skipping this event may be more foolish
than skipping fall aerification. Mark your calendar to travel
to Lemont on September 22" and take in a day of education,
networking, and enjoyment. For more information on
registration along with an agenda, go to the lllinois Turfgrass
Foundation web site, iturfexpo.org. -OC





