EDUCATION REVIEW
Charles Anfield, CGCS, Heritage Bluffs Golf Course

Midwest Tur Clinic

The MAGCS Members once again met at the always spectacular, Medinah Country Club for their
premiere education event of the year. Of course I'm talking about the 59" presentation of the Midwest
Turf Clinic and Annual Meeting. Once again, the “cracker” Staff of the Education Committee Chaired by
Dave Groelle, CGCS from Royal Melbourne Country Club did not disappoint. The theme for this year’s Clinic

was “It's Tournament Time.”

Outgoing President Dan Sterr
from Stonebridge Country Club
started the Annual Meeting
and included a recap of all
of the Education from the
monthly Meetings of this year.

Brian Placzkowski, Assistant
Superintendent from Royal
Melbourne Country Club
was the Morning Moderator.

Our Host for the Day
Curtis Tyrrell, CGCS from
Medinah Country Club was
the first speaker. Curtis's topic
was “Ryder Cup Preparations.”
His Ryder Cup preparations
began the day he was hired as
Director of Golf Course Opera-
tions in 2008. The Club had compiled data that indicated
that 8 of 12 rounds being played were being played by
guests. Guest expectations for golf at Medinah are “sky
high.” The Membership wanted to improve day to day playing
conditions on all of the courses. The Membership wanted to
try to meet expectations by improving the infrastructure, to
create better consistency in turf maintenance practices and
playing conditions. This was to be accomplished by rebuilding
and renovating existing features as required and re-grass
turf species. The initial focus is on course #3 and over time
will expand to the other two courses.

Golf Course Architect, Rees Jones (A.K.A. “The Open
Doctor”) was brought back in by the Membership (not
mandated by the PGA) to make some changes to course
#3 to prepare for the 2012 Ryder Cup. Curtis showed some
slides of soil profiles on some of the greens on course number
3 prior to the renovation. The photos revealed a clay subgrade
capped with a soil loam, topped off with a few inches of ac-

Curtis Tyrrell, CGCS

cumulated topdressing sand

from over the years. These greens
were problematic during periods
of hot and wet soil conditions.

The overall goal was to provide
firm, fast conditions, every day.
The decision was made to rebuild
all of the greens to USGA specifica-
tions. Minor topographic contour
changes were made. The greens
were also “plumbed” to accom-
modate portable Precision Air units
which can either blow or remove
air from the greens profile. Vaults
were installed to be able to visually
check for positive water flow. Seed
was planted in August of 2009.

In addition all of the bunkers

were renovated to stabilize the subgrades, improve drainage,
install liners and add new sand. Some new tees were added
and constructed as recommended by Rees Jones.

The fairways were renovated to create a more uniform
stand of bentgrass. First they were sprayed out with Round
Up, and then an application of Basamid was made and
watered in. The fairways were seeded in two directions. Root
pruning was conducted on all fairway perimeters to minimize
tree root intake of the herbicide. Curtis compared the scope
and mess of the process with his experiences in the desert
over-seeding ryegrass into dormant Bermuda.

Tree removal has been ongoing and the thinning of some
of the heavily dense stands of trees and removal of dead and
dying foliage has taken place. Curtis showed some slides of
this “wicked” tree cutting machine on tracks that looked like
something out of “Mad Max". The pictures brought oohs
and aahhs from the grass loving Members in attendance.
(continued on page 22)
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| asked Curtis what the maximum size tree it could handle.

“There’s nothing here that it can't handle, ” he answered.

On the day of this presentation, Curtis was meeting with
the Green Committee and Board of Directors later to decide the
fate of a fair amount of mature oak trees marked for removal.
The meeting went well into the night but the resolution passed.
This was to be sure, a difficult but big step in the agronomic
health for the new turf and playability of the golf course.

The biggest change to the golf course was the redesign
of hole #15. Previously, the hole had drainage issues and
was considered a non- descript par 4. The Members let Rees
design a drive-able par 4 to create more dramatic risk/reward
situations in a match play scenario. The new yardage will
play between 280 and 315 yards. New drainage was installed
and a new pond fronts the
green as an added challenge.
Curtis showed some stunning
overhead views. This hole is sure
to be a major viewing area for
the Ryder Cup and will be an
exciting hole for the Members to
“double down” and “put it on
the line” for their own matches.

In addition, The Club re-built
the Golf Maintenance Facility.

Curtis took some time to
emphasize the TEAM concept
that needs to be adaptable to
fit the scope of preparing a golf
course for the Ryder Cup. It
starts with the Staff, Members,
Consultants, PGA and a network
of colleagues. There will be over
43 acres used on property just
for infrastructure support includ-
ing hospitality and the media.
On June 5, the preparations on site for the event begin.

Much of the major “in house” work will begin after
the Ryder Cup ends. Work will need to be done to restore
the damage from the galleries and equipment used during
the event. If that's not enough, future renovation work
was recently approved for course #1 in 2012. The Club
will bring in Tom Doak and Renaissance Golf for a re-design.
Curtis and his Staff will be busy next year.

Curtis also mentioned the Class A/SM GCSAA gold
membership card will get you access each day to the
tournament for you and your spouse. Furthermore, Curtis
will be working with the Midwest to ask for volunteer help.
Look for communications forthcoming.

Tim Moraghan, Principal: Aspire Golf Consulting took
the podium for his presentation, “Everyday Championship
Agronomy.” Aspire taps into an extensive and knowledgeable
network comprised of leading golf industry professionals with
decades of experience and who understand the importance
of long-term relationships. Based on client needs, Moraghan
and his associates create short and long term golf condi-
tioning programs, facilitate the master planning process,
develop event solicitation and preparation strategies and fit
Superintendents with the best courses through Aspire Golf's
placement division. In addition to his work as a Golf Couse
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Tim Moraghan

Superintendent with experience in maintenance and
grow-ins, Tim spent 20 years with the USGA as Director
of Championship Agronomy.

Tim began with a few pieces of advice. “No one appreci-
ates Superintendents and | don‘t know why. Also, brown
is not the new green, green (as in money) is the new green.
Don't be afraid to play golf. The lower your handicap is the
higher your turf growing 1.Q. Take a Rules of Golf Seminar;
it will increase your credibility.”

l. Planning and Organization
a. Plan events around the weather for that time of year.
b. Know the competition format
c. What will set up philosophy be?
d. Form an event management
team
e. Work with Committees

Il. Access Needs

a. What equipment will
you need?

b. Start gathering volunteers
to help.

. Begin contacts with
outside Vendors.

d. Consider Parking needs

lll.Prepare Timeline

a. Maintenance calendar should
be based on soil temperatures.

b. What cultural practices will
need to be done and when?

c. Overlay golf calendar with
maintenance practices.

d. Adjust dates if conflicts.

e. Start season.

IV. Follow Up
a. Coordinate with Chairman and Committees.
b. Coordinate with Staff and Professionals.

V. Execution

a. Course set up issues
b. Rules of golf

Tim ended his presentation and left us with a few bits
of wisdom for consideration.

1. Purchase a prism to measure “true” height of cut
on greens.

2. In stress conditions, sometimes its best do nothing.
When in doubt, don’t do anything.

3. Make sure tee markers are 7 paces apart.

4. Bunkers
a. Check for proper sand depth
b. Make sure bunker has defined margins
c. Work on drainage



d. Clean rocks, stones and roots out of sand

5. Equipment Needs: Make sure you have what you need
to complete tasks.

6. Tap into networks: GCSAA, Turf Students, Interns,
Vendors, and Superintendents.

7. Fairway brushing can help ball sit up on turf.

8. When soil temperature are over 80 degrees at night,
back off aggressive practices.

9. Slow greens are actually harder to play on than fast
greens.

10. Green speed can influence
set up.

11. Maintain fairway divot repair.

12. Use a piece of PVC to roll cup
after installation.

Paul Vermeulen, Director
of Competitions Agronomy for
the PGA Tour made his presenta-
tion: “Putting Green Firmness
For Competitive Golf.” Paul
joined the PGA Tour Staff in 2006
after working for the USGA as a
Regional Agronomist for 20 years.
“Competitive golf is much differ-
ent than everyday golf. Surveys
indicate players appreciate
firmness and firmness can influ-
ence course strategy and scoring. Focus on firmness, not
fast and eliminate fast from your vocabulary.” In Paul’s current
job, he works for the players He has been compiling firmness
data for the last two years at PGA Tour site courses.

So what is firm and what is soft?

When conditions are soft the players refer to the play-
ability of the greens as “playing darts.” They can hit shots
right at the flag stick. When conditions are firm, they must
hit in specific locations on the greens so the ball releases to
the hole. Players are more challenged with firm conditions.

If you watched the Presidents Cup at Royal Melbourne in
Australia, those greens would be considered firm. “Faster
greens allow the course to play easier. Slower greens are

actually more difficult to play.”

So how does one measure the firmness of greens?

For the PGA Tour Paul uses a USGA Trufirm Meter. It operates
on a Clegg hammer principal. It calculates the depression
depth of a simulated ball impact. The formula is as follows:
h=1/2 (V1-V2) t h: height, V:velocity, t:time.

Paul collects the data for nine sites on each green.

The data is downloaded into a data base with mapping
features. The goal is to quantify firmness and to modify main-
tenance practices that will achieve more overall consistency.

Paul Vermeulen

Most people’s perception is that Bermuda grass is firmer
than bentgrass. This does not measure up. For some reason
the Bermuda thatch is different than bent thatch and the
bent greens typically measure to be firmer. “We don't have
any specific targets, nor can firmness be manufactured on
a daily basis.” Information is used to avoid conditions that
are inappropriate for the particular event.

Rainfall and irrigation are major factors influencing
firmness. Firmness can be managed to some degree until
nature decides otherwise. Start with the calendar and plan
events around typical rain cycles. Some times of the year there
is less chance for rain. Improving drainage can be helpful for
achieving more firmness. Firmness comes with a price. It takes
a lot of manpower for morning and afternoon rolling and
judicious use of hand watering.

It also takes a maintenance
window outside of play.

A moisture meter can be of
help to document soil moisture
which affects overall firmness.
Field data can be downloaded for
mapping and analyzing purposes.
A moisture meter will help quan-
tify dry and wet areas on the
greens. This can help to adjust
irrigation scheduling for specific
sites on the greens. Less volume
with a higher frequency is more
desirable for better firmness.

A daily firmness target is irrational
and not manufacturable. Consis-
tent firmness takes record keep-
ing, good help and luck.

Paul wanted to emphasize

“not just rolling to firmness.”

Chuck Barber from St. Charles
Country Club was the Moderator for a “PTI"”, point counter
point discussion featuring Paul Vermeulen and Tim Moraghan
on selected topics.

A summary of some of the comments:

e Organized teams have a better chance of producing

the best playing conditions.

e The quality of the golf course makes the tournament
event have a better chance for success.

e Green speeds are too fast today. PGA Tour average
speeds are 11.

e Architects and course owners are building excessive

and hard to maintain bunkers strictly as “eye candy.”

e Future course designs will feature fewer bunkers and
less numbers of ponds that will be easier to maintain.
e  Advice for Superintendents over 50:

1. Stay competitive, stay current

2. Improve your communication skills

3. Avoid Club politics — stay neutral

4. Embrace social media

5. Follow interests and don't be afraid to make changes

6. It's not your course. Don't be possessive. -OC

www.magcs.org 23



Kerry G. Anderson
Territory Manager

Office: (847) 910-3130
Valent U.S.A. Corporation Fax: (925) 817-5153
4819 Strong Road Cell: (847) 946-9138
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 E-Mail: kerry.anderson@valent.com

RIVERWALLS vumo.

PO. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT
C.E.O.

1-888-254-4155
OFFICE: 847-382-9696
FAX: 847-516-0116
MOBILE: 847-366-5400

E-mail: riverwalis@hotmail.com

Since 1968 Division of STL Corp. BUY EXPERIENCE

WAaTeR WELL & Pump SERVICES

Tobp E. KERRY
SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER

Water Well Solutions

WESTERN OFFICE: Toll Free: (888) 769-9009
44\W158 Keslinger Rd. Unit B Mobile: (630) 201-0749
Elburn, IL 60119 Fax: (920) 474-4771
NORTHERN OFFICE:
Lake Villa, IL 60046

SOUTHERN OFFICE:
Coal City, IL 60416

E-mail: todd @wwssg.com

WWW.WWSsg.com

“u

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

28322 Ballard Road

Lake Forest, IL. 60045

Fax: 847-281-9780

On Course and the MAGCS thank our December advertisers.

Greg Zumdahl

Sales Consultant

Spectrum

Technologies, Inc.

“To Measure Is To Know”

-

gzumdahl@specmeters.com
www.specmeters.com

12340 5. Industrial Drive East
Plainfield, IL 60585

Weather Stations

Data Loggers

Frost Alert Systems

Pest Management Tools
Irrigation Management Tools
Soil Moisture and Compaction Meters
pH, EC, and Nitrogen Meters

Light and Chlorophyll Meters

toll free: 800.248.8873
phone: 815.434.4440
fax: 815.436.4460

C/R Qil Seals
National Oil Seals
Timken Roller Bearings
Fafnir Ball Bearings
V-Belts

OF $200.00 UP

e hip t0 GOl «  GUARANTEED SAVINGS!

Courses Nationwide

TECH Sales - Golf Course Division

Phone 800-373-6002 Fax 217-443-4848
techsales-golfcoursedivision.com

FREE FREIGHT ON ORDERS

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
BASF

Bayer Environmental
Science

Burris Equipment Company
Central Sod Farms
Chicagoland Turf
Commercial Turf & Tractor
Dunteman Turf Farms
Great Lakes Turf
Gruenmann

Halloran and Yauch

Harris Golf Car Sales
Hollembeak Construction
JW. Turf, Inc.

John Deere Golf

Koepler Golf Course
Construction

Layne Western
Lemont Paving

Martin Implement Sales
Nadler Golf Car Sales

Nels J Johnson Tree Experts
PAF Tree Service

Pendelton Turf Supply
Phoenix Environmental Care
PHP

ProGro Solutions

Quali Pro

Redexim North Amercia
Riverwalls

Spectrum Technologies
Syngenta

Synthetic Turf of Illinois
Tech Sales, Inc.

Valent USA

Water Well Solutions
[llinos Division

Waupaca Sand & Solutions
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“Golf Course Work
a Specialty”

LEMONT PAVING CO.

EST. 1957

i{ co@bany

« Safety and maintenance + Generators and pumps
* Tapes, measures and marking « Fans and lighting
* Eyewear, headgear and gloves  « Fuel containers

MURPHY 'S * Landscape products ’ . Ha'r11d tools As, -
Tracy Murphy whof‘e:::f ... and a whole lot more!! 5 m;g Mg C{g
11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439 h? g 7 Torms,,
- Py Toll Free 800.362.6951 » Fax 800.255.7985 L
(630) 257-6701 = FAX 630-257-5194 342 N. 400 E. » Valparaiso, IN 46383 + www.phpdistribution.com
_ COMMERCIAL TURF & TRACTOR
Bayer Environmental Science CONTRACTING, SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

Trust Your Turf to Us!
« Terra Spike® Deep-tine Aeration « Overseeding & Slit Seeding » Core Collecting -
» Greens, Tees, Fuirways, Sports Fields « Complete Turf Renovation «

- i Ef

1-800-748-7497 °* Bryan Wood, owner
Serving the Industry for over 25 years
Check out our demo and trade-in equipment for sale
= www.commercialturfandtractor.com

NTI_—_:_ETYQ. TURFSS.

TLL N o | SETlES

“Indoor, Oﬂidéérpitﬁﬁﬁ"i?rée_ s T y
Synthetic Turf Pracfice Areas P t11L.codl
Tee Lines/Tees 708 258 3610

Driving Range Mats www.SynTurfIL.com

LAYNE-WESTERN

When in need of professional services for well drilling,
well rehabilitation, pump installation and repair,
please contact fellow M.A.G.C.S. members at:

Aurora, IL: TOM HEALY 630-897-6941 office
708-514-2233 cell
thealy@Ilaynechristensen.com

Beecher, IL: JOEEISHA 708-946-2244 office
708-514-0631 cell
Jjeisha@laynechristensen.com

PROFESSIONAL TURF & ORNAMENTAL PRODUCTS

Douglas Suttor
Midwest Area Manager

. =]
Dougs@quali-pro.com

616.748.1977 Direct Line quali-pro.com
616.403.3983 Cell
616.748.1988 Fax

800.979.8994 Corporate Makhteshim NE:'.
of North America, E
2740 Sandpiper Lane, Holland, M1 49424 ANA
8 DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT
GOLF COURSE

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

KOELPER MARENGO, IL
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION OFFICE: 815-568-8382
COMPANY HOME. 815.568.6605
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