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As I sat down to write about Elgin Country Club, I realized a happy coincidence. The first round of golf
was played at Elgin Country Club, 109 years ago, to the day. It is hard to imagine the rudimentary grounds
that must have existed during those first rounds of golf on May 10, 1901. It is also hard to imagine the
speed of action that those original members exhibited in the 45 days leading up to those first rounds.
It was on March 26, 1901, that 32 men met in downtown Elgin to pledge charter membership in a new
golf club. They then proceeded to acquire a total of 82 members and a lease on 80 acres for the con-
struction of nine holes. Then, they cleared trees and stones and built fairways, bunkers, and greens—
all in time for the May 10th tee times.

S U P E R - N - S I T E
Steven Biehl, Naperville Country Club

The club played on that original nine-hole creation for
over 25 years, until 1928, when more permanent facilities were
erected. A new club house was built
and another nine holes were added to
complete a full 18 holes. Then, in 1948,
three of the original nine holes were
abandoned to make room for a new
driving range, and three new holes were
added at the other side of the property.

Phil Zeinert, CGCS grew up in
north-central Wisconsin with three
brothers, one sister and—like most kids
in Wisconsin—cows. The small hobby
farm had more than just cows, but in
addition to taking care of animals, he
found time to play many sports as a kid.
Phil first worked on a golf course when
he was 14, at a nine-hole course. He
now reminisces about those simpler
times, when he used the same gang
mower for the fairways and the roughs
and only needed to change the height of
cut. Those first years on the golf course did not make much
of an impression.

When it came time to go to college, it was the farm
and a sport other than golf that influenced Phil’s decision.
He attended the University of Wisconsin to play baseball and study
Agri-Business. Phil is still a baseball fan, but don’t ask him about
the Cubs; he’s a Brewers fan. After two years, Phil took a Soil
Science course with Dr. Love, who was the head of Wisconsin’s
Turf Program. Dr. Love talked him into revisiting his days on the

golf course and concentrating on a Turf degree. Phil complied
and graduated from Wisconsin with his Turf degree in 1985.

Phil’s first job out of college was
Assistant Superintendent at Cherokee
Country Club in Madison, working for
Pat Norton. His path then took him
to Elwood Greens for his first Super-
intendent position. From there he
went to Kishwaukee Country Club
in DeKalb. In 2001, Phil became the
Superintendent at Elgin Country Club,
where he has made many improve-
ments. Changes made since 2001
include a new driving range, new
irrigation system, new tee boxes,
and some fairway re-contouring and
greens expansions. Amid all of that,
he was able to serve on the MAGCS
board, including a term as MAGCS
President in 2005.

If he’s able to find some free
time, Phil enjoys being outside with

his family. He has three sons: Zachary, 25; Justin, 21; and Jonah,
15. Phil and his wife, Naomi, have been married for 17 years.

Elgin Country Club sits on a beautiful piece of property.
The hilly terrain seems out of place at a club located in the
Chicagoland area, but it creates a spectacular set of holes.
One hundred and nine years later, you can still play a few of
the same holes that were played during the club’s inauguration,
but you can also count on much better conditions, thanks to
superintendent Phil Zeinert, CGCS and his staff. -OC

Phil Zeinert, CGCS -N-

Phil Zeinert
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Winter is always more severe and longer in the Great
White North and this past winter was no exception. Granted
the north side of Chicago is not close to the Arctic Circle but it
does have the more pronounced lake effect of Lake Michigan
and the growing season is at least two weeks shorter than
down in my “neck of the woods”, south of route 80. Many
courses got heavy rain on December 23rd and then everything
froze solid until March. There were casualties. I called a few guys
up to check in on the healing process.

Rick Bowden at Bob-O-Link Golf Club in Highland Park
sustained most of his damage on low lying fairways areas and
some “bird bath” areas on greens. “It rained and then froze
right after Christmas. There was a lot of ice. You could have ice
skated down our fairways. Even the Members commented that
it didn’t look good. I knew problems were coming. Most of the
damage was on three fairways that run east to west. It seemed
like the damage was more pronounced on the shaded south
sides of the fairways”. Rick has re-seeded all of the areas and
has about 60% recovery at this time. “We seemed to have a
lot of snow mold even on treated areas. I think the ice cover
exacerbated the snow mold damage. I can’t recall the last time
we had such significant damage from a winter. The players are

happy with the lift, clean place rule in effect in the fairways
and the greens are rolling phenomenal. Our rounds have been
up a little with the warmer weather and we have some new
Members that have recently joined the Club”.

I caught up with Tim Davis at Shore Acres Golf Club in
Lake Bluff. He was out setting up the course for an Illinois Senior
PGA Match Play event. I asked Tim if he had any ice damage.
Never one to mince words, Tim said “oh yeah. I think the shade
issue is much larger than we think. It seemed like even the poa
would survive better without the September, October shade
issues. The plant is trying to produce carbohydrate reserves for
the winter. It doesn’t get as much sun as the other turf and is
more likely to fail. It’s just not as healthy as it should be to
prepare for winter conditions”. Tim has cut seed in four different
directions, spiked it with a “job saver” and covered the areas.
The cooler weather along the lake has not helped with the
grow-in. He expects to get full recovery by mid June. Tim plans
on cutting trees down where ever possible especially on south
and east sides of holes. “I’m going to raise my mowing heights
in the fall to promote more leaf area and create a larger carbo-
hydrate reserve for the poa”. Tim had one last tidbit of

Winter on the Lake

M I D W E S T B R E E Z E S
Charles Anfield, CGCS, Heritage Bluffs Golf Course

(continued on next page)
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experience to pass on, “it seemed like there was a lot of poa
seed heads this spring. History has shown that you should
get your irrigation pumps ready”. Good advice.

Mike Matchen from Wilmette Golf Club in Wilmette had
only one problem with one green. “Our #6 green has everything
wrong with it. It’s always been a bad area for crown hydration
injury, a forever problem. Its small, tucked in the woods, all poa,
no drainage and built out of clay. We tried to cover it but it was
a total loss. We plan on rebuilding the entire site this season.
We lost maybe a couple of hundred feet of turf in low lying
fairway areas. One thing we did was to go out and plow snow
off of the ice covered greens just prior to a January thaw. We
got lucky and about 85% of the ice was melted. We used
applications of black sand to help the melt the remaining ice”.

Brian Green, CGCS from Sunset Valley Golf Course in
Highland Park was at “ground zero” for the poa ice carnage.
“We sustained quite a bit of damage. I’ve worked here for
30 seasons and this is by far the worst damage I have ever had”.
Brian conducted a survey from surrounding golf courses to gather
information about the ice damage. Its goal was to gather infor-
mation, assess tactics and trends from the damage that can help
Superintendents prepare for recovery and future winter prepara-
tions. The common denominator of the survey was the ice sheet
that covered turf for 80 days. As we spoke he watched as the
puddles formed in the fairways as it rained on the damaged
areas. “It’s been exhausting, seeding, covering and uncovering.
I need to be patient during the grow-in. Everyone always thinks
we have it easy along the lake in August. We seem to pay for it
in the winter and during the spring with the cooler temperatures

and the slower green up. We still have trees that haven’t leafed
out yet”. Some other trends Brian deducted from the survey:
covered greens fared better than non covered, ice removal didn’t
help, bentgrass greens did very well, shaded sites were worse than
direct sun exposure sites, heavy topdressing was a non factor, and
low lying non draining areas fared worse than higher areas.
I don’t think anyone is sure on the actual cause of the kill. Was
it crown hydration injury, disease, anoxia: a gas build up, low
temperature kill or any and all of the above?

My Golf Course Superintendent friends in the Pacific
Northwest went through a poa direct kill in early December.
There are no easy answers and it is not pleasant for anyone.
Often times, fingers get pointed at people who have very little,
if any control with the overly shaded sites and absolutely no
control over adverse weather conditions. There is not much
research on this phenomenon. Most turfgrass researchers are
plant pathologists. It is also difficult to do research in the winter
under snow and ice, conditions are brutal. We often hear of
this phenomenon happening to courses in the northeast or up
north. This year it happened here. This topic is a very sensitive
and turf loss is very personal for each one of these guys (and
the rest of us) as they go through their recovery process.

The take away messages are clear:
• Bent is better than poa for overall hardiness.
• Shade is bad for sun loving turf plants that need to survive harsh
conditions under low mowing heights. Choose turf over trees.

• Winter weather conditions are a “wild card”. Prepare for
the worst, hope for the best.
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• The more drainage, the better. Low lying areas are a
“bull’s eye” for winter crown hydration.

• Protect the poa.
• Network with your peers, take photos, keep records.
• Anticipate and communicate with your owners.

You can add this to the list of “What do Golf Course
Superintendents Do in the Winter”? We worry about our turf
under the snow and ice. -OC
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Welcome to our newest MAGCS members:
Todd Zimmerman, Aspen Ridge Golf Course, Regular
Daniel Lopez, Billy Casper Golf Management, Assistant
Kevin O’Rourke, The Care Of Trees, Associate
Tony LaPidus, Russo Power Equipment, Associate
Andrew Andersen, AXA Advisors, Associate
Grant Rundblade, Redexim Turf Products, Associate

Retirement will have to wait. Ed Fischer, CGCS just couldn’t
sit still with that retirement thing, so he got back in the
game. Ed has joined Great Lakes Turf, an exclusive distributor
of Floratine products as a sales representative for various
accounts in our area. Good luck and congratulations on
your un-retirement, Ed!

Rich Daly, another longtime MAGCS member has a new
business card. Rich, formerly with Otterbine Barebo is now
with Integrated Lakes Management, Inc. (ILM), specializing
in lake and pond management, restoration, and consulting.
Congrats, Rich.

And rounding out the trio of gray-haired guys who’ve taken
up new employment, Harry Lovero has accepted a position
as Technical Consultant for IHAMMER LLC, a company that
manufactures several foliar-applied nutrient supplements.
Harry can be reached at 630-460-2750. Congratulations
and the best of luck to you, Mr. Goaltender!

DATES TO REMEMBER

June 10-11 – Illinois Arborist Association Summer
Conference at Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve in
Mahomet, IL. Visit www.illinoisarborist.org for details.

June 14 – MAGCS monthly meeting at Elgin Country
Club, Phil Zeinert, CGCS host.

June 29 – 10th Annual John Buck Memorial Golf Outing
at Crystal Woods Golf Club in Woodstock, IL.

July 2 – Deadline for nominations for GCSAA 2011
Board of Directors.

July 5-11 – 2010 John Deere Classic at TPC Deere Run
in Silvis, IL.

July 17 – Annual MAGCS Kane County Cougars Game
and Family Picnic at Elfstrom Field in Geneva, IL.

July 22-24 – Illinois Women’s Open State Championship
of Golf at Mistwood Golf Club in Romeoville, IL,
Ben Kelnhofer host.

July 26 – Deadline for nominations for the GCSAA
Col. John Morley Distinguished Service Award (DSA).

July 27 – Wisconsin Turfgrass Association’s Summer
Field Day at the O. J. Noer Turfgrass Research and
Education facility in Verona. Go to
www.wisconsinturfgrassassociation.org for details.

July 30 – Deadline for submissions for TurfNet’s 2011
“Superintendent’s Best Friend Calendar” presented by
BASF. This is the ORIGINAL golf course dog calendar.

August 2 – Deadline to submit your entry to the other
golf course dog calendar—the “Dog Days of Golf”
calendar sponsored by Lebanon Turf.

August 11 – Ohio State University Turfgrass Research
Field Day in Columbus, OH. Click www.ohioturfgrass.org
to learn about it.

(continued on page 21)

June 2010T H E B U L L S H E E T
John Gurke, CGCS, Associate Editor
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