
After lunch, our very own MAGCS Executive Director and
self proclaimed "nerd" Luke Cella, CGCS took the podium and
presented on It's a Different Language - Part 2. Luke's
presentation was an informative overview of the numerous social
networking technologies. The internet has connected millions
of people all over the world 24/7 and continues to grow. There
are many different sites available. They are popular because they
are free, easy to use and connect people to people. Most sites
have some interdependency where people share something in
common. They help map out and organize relationships that we
couldn't do alone. Each person has their own connectivity based
on their relationships. People join groups of similar interests or
"likes" or "friends". A social network can help you brand your-
self, engage people of like interests, inform and educate.
You can post and receive messages within that network.

Luke shared some amazing statistics.
• 50% of users are less than 30 years old
• 96% of users were born between 1975 and 2010
• 1 in 8 couples that are married, met using a social network site

"Facebook" is one of the more common social networking
sites. You enter your data or profile into the site. Facebook then
shares your information within their network to connect you to
"friends". They make their money off selling ads. It's a great way
to make new friends and connect with old friends. Use caution
with this one, they do share everything you share. Ask Gold Medal
Olympic Swimmer, Michael Phelps about this draw back. Facebook
currently has 1/2 billion users, uses 5 billion minutes on line each
day and continues to grow. They even made a movie about it.

"Linked In" website is considered to be of a more profes-
sional nature but functions on the same premise.

Twitter is a "real time" information networking tool
that connects you to what you find interesting. It's considered
a "micro blog" in that that it only allows the user to use 140
characters at a time. Many celebrities and athletes have sites

so that fans can directly communicate to them. There are over
50 million "tweets" per day.

Luke's online tips:
• Create a personal ID and profile ID and keep them separate
• Keep your identity well structured
• Publish "polished" and professional work
• Keep track of where your information goes
• Protect your information

Who's looking at you? Marketing companies, political
interest groups, and employers. We are now officially in the age
of George Orwell's, "Big Brother". Be careful out there in your
online adventures.

The final education offering for the day was "A Deep
Down Different World - The Role and Function of Soil
Microbes". Gary Campbell, Agronomist, Agri-Energy
Resources, Inc. and Roger Blogg, Soil Microbiologist, Agri-Energy
Resources, Inc. were the speakers.

The most productive soils have the greatest quantity and
diversity of microbial life. Microbes are the smallest form of life
and they are found everywhere, including the harshest environ-
ments like miles below on the sea floor and the constantly
frozen Antarctic. They constitute the largest biomass on the
planet! Their main function is decomposing organic matter
and recycling nutrients.

Microbes function in two ways. As a photo synthesizer
they capture energy and fix carbon. As a decomposer they break
down residues, degrade organic matter, enlarge soil structure,
improve water flow through the soil, prevent erosion and help
degrade chemicals.

Actively growing plants will build their own soil. The goal
to improve microbial populations is to keep the plants healthy.
30-60% of photosynthesis is attributed to the plant roots.

Growth stimulation of microbes can be enhanced by:
Addition of soil nutrients and foliar feeding. Foliar feeding
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has been proven to provide a 95% efficiency rating. Feed
existing microbes with fertilizer products, sugars, amino acids,
compost teas, plant and animal compounds and microbial
enhancement products.

Judicious use of irrigation. A soil that is not saturated
will have better water holding capacity.

Cultural processes like aeration increase the oxygen in
the soil and enhance populations.

The overall benefits of a sound biological system of
a healthy microbial population include:
• Rapid decomposition of thatch
• The ability to maintain longer green growth into the fall

• A faster green up in the spring
• Decreases soil compaction
• Decrease dependence on chemical inputs

Another outstanding day of education offerings of cutting
edge topics and career building tools was offered. A special
thanks is offered to the MAGCS Education Committee for putting
on another great Turf Clinic and to the Speakers for sharing their
experiences and information. An "extra" special thanks and
"shout out" to all of the Sponsors for making it happen and
supporting a great Association and overall industry. -OC
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T R I B U T E
Brad Anderson, CGCS

Remembering
Ted Woehrle
On September 9, 2010, Theodore W. Woehrle,
CGCS, passed away of complications from
Lymphoma. Ted is survived by Mary, his wife
of 50 years, sons Theodore Jr., Bruce and
Chris, daughter Mary Smith, and seven grandchildren. On the following day
the flag at Oakland Hills Country Club flew at half staff to honor the passing
of its former greenkeeper.

From his humble beginnings as a boy working on his father
Herman's golf course at the Kankakee Valley Country Club, till he
finally hung up his hat at The Orchards Golf Club in 2003, Ted
Woehrle's life in greenkeeping spanned an era of almost 60
years. And it is no exaggeration to say that he distinguished him-
self more than any other greenkeeper. Consider the following:

He was one of the first graduates of Purdue University's
four year Turf Program - he remains the only turf graduate
to receive the school's Ag Alumni Certificate of Distinction;
he served as President of the GCSAA and two of its local
chapters; while serving on the GCSAA Board of Directors he
helped to steer development of the Certification program for
golf course superintendents - he himself was one of the first
to achieve certification; while at Beverly Country Club he hosted
two Western Opens and two Woman's Western Opens; at

Oakland Hills Country Club he hosted two PGA Championships,
the U.S. Open, and two U.S. Senior Opens; at The Orchards Golf
Club he hosted the U.S. Public Links Championship; he grew-in
two golf courses - Point 0' Woods Country Club being a perennial
favorite in the top 100 golf courses in America; he served as
Editor of two GCSAA chapter newsletters; he helped to form
the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation, serving also as its President;
he personally mentored over 50 golf course superintendents;
in 2007 he was inducted to the Michigan Golf Hall of Fame.

But what is most amazing about all these incredible
accomplishments, is how Ted Woehrle kept his humanity and
kindness. Men who attain even half this level of distinction will
often compromise some relationships along the way, but not
Ted Woehrle. While pushing himself to ever higher levels of
achievement and leadership, he somehow found the time to
carefully nurture his family, his friends, his colleagues, and all
the employees that worked for him.

Even at the end of his life, as he endured the terrible pain
of his condition, he was laughing and telling stories of his good
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Ted Woehrle pictured (back left) in 1962 serving as MACCS
Past President.

Back row continued (I to r): Paul Voykin, Don Stewart,
Bert Rost, Bill Brady

Front row (I to r): Roy Nelson, Don Gerber, John Ebel,
Warren Bidwell.
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old days with the Voykin brothers back in Chicago. No com-
plaints or regrets, rather fond memories and the peaceful
spirit of a pure conscience.

Whenever we lose one of our own we ought to take
a moment to reflect on their life and think of how we may
become better greenkeepers and better men. Theodore W.
Woehrle, CGCS, just might be the best man we have ever
had in our profession. He certainly set the bar very high, and
yet not beyond our ability to follow his example. He really
was just an ordinary man,
but with an extraordinary
heart for others. And he
would be the first to tell
you that even this came
to him as a gift from God.

I think that in the
end, Ted would like to be
remembered as a man of
faith, who only accom-
plished what God enabled
him to. -OC
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