[EDUCATION RECAP
Charles Anfield, CGCS, Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club

Golf Industry
Show is More than a Show

We shall return ...and so we did. The GCSAA made its post Katrina return to New Orleans. Compared
to other areas, The French Quarter is considered “high ground” and fared the hurricane well. Other areas
of the city did not. Some of our members participated in building a house for a “Habitat for Humanity”
project. Those individuals included: John Ekstrom, Les Rutan, Greqg Thalmann,CGCS, Derek Settle,
Steve Stewart, Fred Behnke,CGCS, Keith Rincker, Al Fierst, Conner Healy, Kurt Sams, CGCS,
Ed Braunsky, CGCS, and Joe Etten. Way to represent quys!

New Orleans is always a great venue for
the GIS. The hotels and conference center are
all within walking distance. The food and music
available after a long day on the trade show
floor are second to none. The weather is usually
excellent. New Orleans is perfect for the short,
three- or four-day stay most members enjoy.
Laissez le bon temps rouler!

The opening session was the usual
presentation of awards and elected GCSAA
Officers. Our own environmental whiz kid,

Dan Dinelli, CGCS, received the well-deserved
Presidents Award for Environmental Steward-
ship. Paul Azinger, Captain of the winning
Ryder Cup Team, then took the stage. He had
some great “insider” stories about Anthony
Kim and Phil Mickleson. His main theme was
how he built and managed the team. He was
involved in the Ryder Cup selection process to
create four Captain picks instead of two. He
wanted to get the hottest players on the team.
He spoke of the recent problems of the
American Ryder Cup Teams not being very
cohesive and he was bound and determined to
break the mold and find a way to get the
American Tour Players to function together as a
unit. He adopted a technique matching person-

ality types in small “pods.” Rather than pairing different

personalities and trying to make them fit together, he

matched players of similar psychological profile.
Each pod consisted of three players. The Aggressive

pod was Justin Leonard, Phil Mickleson, and Anthony Kim.

The Redneck pod was Kenny Perry, Boo Weekly, and Jim Furyk.

The Quiet pod was Stewart Cink, Ben Curtis,
and Steve Stricker. Azinger also did another
thing that was very unusual; he let his pods
pick their own players. His only captain pick
was Stricker. He let the players take owner-
ship of the pods by allowing each to make
their own choice. Talk about delegation.
Azinger gave up control of the only thing
over which he had control, his Captain picks.
Each pod was given a short list to pick from.
He also talked about recruiting the local
Louisville population to function as the 13th
Man. He wanted to get the crowd into it.
He also talked about how he worked
with Mark Wilson, CGCS, and the Staff from
Valhalla in modifying the course to give his
team an advantage. This translates to the
“bomb and gauge” game the PGA tour is
famous for. The rough was shortened, fair-
ways widened, and trees were removed to
open things up. Zinger really got into his
story telling and went 30 minutes over his
time limit before he was asked to quickly
wrap it up. The trade show floor was calling.
| suspect he could have gone on for another
hour, and | believe he would have. Azinger
stuck around after his presentation for quite

a while to sign stuff and meet people. | wonder if that “pod
method” would work with my crew?

The trade show seemed to me to have about the same
level of Vendor participation as usual. The floor, facilities, and
rooms at the New Orleans Conference Center were clean and

(continued on page 33)
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When a hole in one
isn’t a good thing
UPM is!

Call B';.:.‘.l( ;g; )UTF:’S“;- ;:S;Iability % BT S I

Save Money, Improve Turf
Use HIGH QUALITY BIOSOLIDS
As Fertilizer or Soil Amendment on
Golf Courses...Athletic Fields... Public Parks...
New Construction and Renovation.
Benefits:
= Excellent soil amendment with high organic matter
content that builds soil quality
= Reliability built upon three decades of research and
15 years of successful application in the Chicago region

» A slow release fertilzer delivering nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium, and micronutrients

* Technical support from environmental soil scientists
= Contributes to environmental stewardship
* Available at no cost and delivered free!!

Call today 708-588-4063 or 708-588-4300

Protecting Our Water Environment

District of Greater Chicago

Metrop Water R\

ORGANIC SEDIMENT REMOVAL
SYSTEMS

A Leader in Pond Restoration Since 1991

Restore your pond
Enhance your pond
v
Remove Accumulating Muck

v
Protect Irrigation System

Restore ponds to their original bottom )
by remaving bottom sediments without  #53
disturbing existing aquatic life or g
damaging existing landscape. OSR will
dramatically reduce weed and algae
problems and greatly increase water
quality for a healthier environment
while costing up to 73% less than the
conventional dredging.

For Information, Sales or Service call
Rich @ 608-565-7105

» t ~ n ~
PV Ty,

Consulting, Inc.

USGA Physical
Analysis and Quality
Control
Profile Management |
Soil & Tissue Analysis

Independent
Irrigation Analysis

www.Pondclean.com

David Marquardt - Consulting Agronomlst
630-251-1511 Dave@dirt-n-turf.com
www.dirt-n-turf.com
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spacious. The trade show can be overwhelming, unless you have
a game plan for exploring it. | always fall back on my systematic,
aisle-by-aisle approach. Funny thing, | ran into my old boss,

Les Rutan from Crystal Tree C.C., doing the exact same thing.
Go figure. Robotic mowers and range picker units were
displayed. It seemed like there were a lot of new products that
came in jugs. |saw Tim Davis from Shore Acres C.C. down

in the Club Managers end of the trade show floor. He said he
smelled burgers cooking and followed his nose to investigate.

Of course the education opportunities at the GIS are
endless. There are so many seminars, classes, presentations,
and other opportunities to learn about our industry. If you
walk away without picking up anything new, it's your own fault.
There is so much to see and do, yet so little time.

The U.S.G.A. made their presentation “It's All About the
Economy!” The theme of this year's program was about saving
money in hard times. It featured nine speakers from the Green
Section presenting ideas for avoiding the costs of overwatering,
preventing the application of too little or too much calcium
(or magnesium), saving money on the installation and mainte-
nance of fans on greens, maintaining naturalized areas, using
scientific research to evaluate water conditions, reducing the
“wow" factor and enhancing playability, using inorganic soil
amendments wisely, getting the best value from your mechanic,
and keeping bunker maintenance to a minimum.

Stephen Covey, co-founder of the Covey Leadership Center,
was the keynote speaker. His compelling presentation was based
on his book, “The Speed of Trust”. Covey told us that trust has
become a critical leadership competency in today’s business
world. He has demonstrated that trust is no longer considered
a soft skill but rather a hard-edged economic driver that can be
learned and measured. One of his examples was, if you trust
someone, a deal can be reached in a very short time frame.

If you don't trust them, research and due diligence, which takes
more time and more money, is required. Trust can be created

or destroyed. The key is to make trust building a part of team
relationships and corporate culture. Trust me, read the book.

As the tired and depleted MAGCS

members gathered at the airport for

the flight home, we were all glad the
GCSAA had the GIS in New Orleans.
New Orleans is still trying to rebuild from
Katrina, and they need conferences like
ours. Granted, New Orleans is a little
grittier and older than the homogenized,

xep!

SYSTEMGS.

vanilla shopping mall conference site on | Exjsting Greens Drainage is a cost effective permanent solution that

International Drive in Orlando. We know
it doesn’t draw as large a gathering
either, because it's not considered a family-

will revive poorly drained greens, tees and approaches leaving them in
tournament condition in 2-3 days.

f”e“,dly venue. But for a conference For more information on how XGD's subsurface drainage system can benefit
that’s a short and intense stay, |tlworks your golf club please call us at
very well, thank you. Let's hope it's not
the last time we visit.-OC 772.286.3419
XGD SYSTEMS

321 SE Osceola Street
Stuart, FL 34994
www.greensdrainage.com

GOLF

Classic Restorations
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This year’s MAGCS Hospitality Suite
in New Orleans was a tremendous
success. The Association expresses

its utmost gratitude to the following
commercial members, whose generous
contributions made the event possible.
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Ryder Cup Club
Arthur Clesen, Inc.

Bayer Environmental Science
Syngenta

Hole-In-One Club
Central Sod Farms Inc.
Chicagoland Turf

J. W. Turf, Inc.

Lohmann Golf Designs
Reinders, Inc.

Eagle Club

Arysta LifeScience

Burris Equipment Company
Phoenix Environmental Care
Pro Source One

Quali-Pro

Birdie Club

BTSI

Great Lakes Turf, LL.C
Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Leibold Irrigation, Inc.
Lemont Paving

Palatine Oil Company
‘Waupaca Sand and Solutions

Par Club

Anton’s Greenhouse
Aquatrols

BASF

Country Landscape Supply
DHD Tree Products Inc.
DowAgrosciences

Growing Solutions, Inc.
Harris Golf Cars

H & E Sod Nursery /
Town & Country Landscape Supply

Hydrologic

Jacobson Golf Course Design, Inc.
Kasper Trucking, Inc.
Layne-Western

Peat, Inc.

Pendelton Turf Supply

Prime Turf, Inc.

Rabine Paving

Riverwalls Ltd.

Ryan Incorporated Central

TILP. Inc. and Johnson & Associates Inc.
T.J. Emmercish Associates, Inc.
Tyler Enterprises




HOSPITALITY WRAP UP

Sharon Riesenbeck, MAGCS Commercial Representative

The Big Easy:

Celebrating

Our Superintendents

The Big Easy: Nickname for New Orleans, USA, referring to the easy-qgoing, laid back attitude of jazz
musicians and local residents. MAGCS translation: hosting a Hospitality Event with a laid back attitude for
the Greatest Group of Superintendents is the BIG EASY, because we have a lot of volunteer and financial

support behind the scenes.
separate page in this issue.

Each year we try to tweak the event to give it new flavor,
and this year was no exception. If you were able to attend this
year's event, our menu featured New Orleans Cajun delicacies:
Alligator and Crawfish Sausage, Seafood Gumbo, Baked
Louisiana Oysters on the Half Shell, Sautéed Crawfish Tails over
Pasta, and many other foods with an infamous “Creole Kick".
We also featured a bar on the outside of the room, helping
the line into the hospitality suite go a wee bit faster.

Despite the obvious reduction in attendance at the show,
our hospitality suite was brimming with people. We estimate
we had approximately 275 people, which is just about the
same number we have had in years past.

Our scholarship raffle was a success again. We raised
over $1200.00 for the fund. Thank you all for the support, and
congratulations to this year's winners: Rick Uthe, Mike Murphy,
Greg Thalmann, and Rod Johnson. It is especially heartwarming
to see Rick and Mike win as they are constantly volunteering
their time to MAGCS social events.

Speaking of volunteering, my heartfelt thanks to the
many volunteers who helped make this event run smoothly.
Beth Whitehouse, thank you so much for taking the time to
make our last minute phone calls to secure sponsorships for
this event. It really says a lot about a person when she is willing
to help out with an event that she will not even be attending!

Many thanks to Maureen Clark of Dow AgroSciences,
Tom Healy of Layne-Western, Rick Uthe of J. W. Turf, Matthew
Breeden of Evanston Golf Club, John Ekstrom of Hinsdale
Country Club, Mike Matchen of Wilmette Country Club,

Steve Stewart of Toro/Reinders, Garry Anderson of Arthur
Clesen, and my co-workers Dena Di Vincenzo, Rob Johnson,
Brett Grams of Waupaca Sand & Solutions.

Please remember to thank our Golden Tee Sponsors highlighted on a

Please remember to take note of
the 40 Golden Tee Sponsors on our
thank you page.

Once again, Luke Cella is the real muscle behind this
event. He secured the venue, put together the PowerPoint
presentation, purchased the raffle prizes, mailed out the guest
passes, and negotiated the “climbing attendance count” with
the staff behind the scenes. Thank you, Luke, for taking pictures
during the evening; it’s always nice to see what went on inside
the room.

Please remember to take note of the 40 Golden Tee
Sponsors on our thank you page in this issue. Special thanks
to our newest contributor, Quali-Pro. Be sure to thank them
not only personally but also with the purchase of their goods
and services. This event would not be possible without their
generous support. If you do business with other vendors,
please encourage them to participate next year.

I wish all of the readers a successful season and look
forward to seeing you all again in San Diego! -OC
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Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'’S

Greenhouses & Garden Centers

Rick & Bob Anton

ANTON'’S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.)
Kenosha, Wi 53142
414/694-2666

Gary Anton

ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
847/864-1134
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Kerry G. Anderson
Territory Manager

Office: (847) 910-3130

Fax: (925) 817-5153

Cell: (847) 946-9138

E-Mail: kerry.anderson@valent.com

Valent U.S.A. Corporation
4819 Strong Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

O - BASF

Randy H. Lusher The Chemical Company

Sr. Sales Specialist Il |
BASF Turf & Omamental

5430 Washington Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Telephone (630) 810-1832

Voice Mail (B00) 843-1611 Box # 6649
Cell (630) 235-0104

Fax (630) 810-9579

E-Mail: randy.lusher @ basf.com

Aaron Johnsen, M.S.
Applied Plant Science

Green Industry Consuftant

Spectrum

Technologies, Inc.

“To Measure Is To Know"”
Pest Management Tools

Irrigation Management Tools

Soil Moisture and Compaction Meters
pH, EC, and Nitrogen Meters
Light and Chiorophyll Meters

12360 S. Industrial Drive East
Plainfield, IL 60585
Weather Stations

Data Loggers
Frost Alert Systems

toll free: 800.248.8873
phone: 815.436.4440
fax: 815.436.4460

aaronj@specmeters.com
www.specmeters.com

T. J. EMMERICH ASSOCIATES, INC
Irrigation Consultants

Office (262) 538-2776
Fax (262) 538-0118

Cell (262) 719-2728
EMAIL: tje@netstream.net

W28620 Beverly Lane
Hartland, WI 53029

Thomas J. Emmerich, cm, asic

Tim Kelly
Sales
630.853.5582

® 360 Schaumburg Rd.
Streamwood, IL 60107
(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652
CLAUSS

BROTHERS, Inc.

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

RIVERWALLS vmp.

PO. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction

1-888-254-4155

OFFICE: 847-382-9696

FAX: 847-516-0116

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT MOBILE: 847-366-5400
C.E.O. E-mail: info@riverwalls.com

Since 1968  Division of STL Corp. BUY EXPERIENCE
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
John Ekstorm, Hinsdale Golf Club

MAGCS Partners with Others
to Lend a Hand

It was difficult to believe that the remnants of Hurricane Katrina could still be felt in the suburbs and
areas around New Orleans. For those who attended the GIS, it was obvious that the Downtown area
and French Quarter were cleaned and refurbished to attract visitors again; however, the outlying areas
still needed major work.

In an effort to help, various members from
the Club Managers Association (CMAA), Golf
Course Builders Association (GCBAA), National
Golf Course Owners Association (NGCOA),
American Society of Golf Course Architects
(ASGCA), and Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America (GCSAA) gathered
and participated in a two day rebuilding effort.
There were also several MAGCS members
who willingly stepped forward to help out:

Ed Braunsky, Fred Behnke, Les Rutan, Dr. Derek
Settle, Keith Rincker, Keith Peterson, Connor
Healy, Steve Stewart, Joe Etten, Al Fierst,

and John Ekstrom.

The work that was performed by this
group was installing floor beams and plywood
floor, creating window and wall frames, hauling
lumber, cleaning of the site, and set up and take
down of daily equipment.

Thank you to all involved and hopefully
this becomes an annual event for future Golf
Industry Show’s. -OC

The reenactment of our resident
pathologist, Derek Settle smashing
the finger of Fred Behnke.

40 MARCH 2009 On Course




