educate and enlighten us, and to our generous sponsors,
who were: Arthur Clesen, Inc., Burris Equipment Company,
Chicagoland Turf, Inc., J. W. Turf, Inc., Nadler Golf Car
Sales/Club Car, Nels J. Johnson tree Experts, Palatine Oil
Company, and Reinders, Inc.

Curtis Tyrrell, CGCS accepts his framed copy of On Course
from MAGCS President Dave Braasch.

Tim Anderson, CGCS proudly displays his
Ray Gerber Award for his article on Charles Bartlett. Dave Braasch (1) passes the gavel to

] MAGCS' newest President, Tony Kalina.

Course Accessories and A Lot More

www.masterofthelinks.com

Toll Free (888) TURF-888

Local (630) 545-2474
Fax (630) 545-2782

Ed Braunsky, CGCS receives the 2008 Presidential Award
for his continued work with MAGCS.
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Asphalt Milling
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Quali-Pro puts you in control Infrared Pavement Repairs

of both pests and costs with Sealcoating and Striping
proven products featuring the newest

; . Snow Removal / Ice Control
formulation technologies.

That'’s Quali-Pro.

www.rabinepaving.com

HOLLEMBEAK

CONSTRWCTION INC.

For more information, contact Doug Suttor at
616-403-3983 or any of these authorized
Chicagoland distributors:

Arthur Clesen Inc = BTS| * Conserv FS

Stop by and see us in Booth 3351
at the 2009 Golf Industry Show.

- Golf Course Construction ® Renovations ® Bunkers
. Clearing e Feature Grading ¢ Shaping e Drainage

Tee and Green Construction ® Cart Paths e Grassing
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P.O. BOX 103 » BIG ROCK, IL 60511 » 630-556-3891

©2008 FarmSaver.com, LLC. Know the Sign is a trademark of FarmSaver.com.
Quali-Pro is a registerad trademark of FarmSaver.com. Always read and follow label directions.
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EDUCATION RECAP
Charles Anfield, CGCS, Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club

Medinah Clinic

On an unusually warm and windy fall day, the 56th Midwest Turf Clinic and Annual Meeting were once
again held at the beautiful Medinah Country Club, Curtis Tyrell, CGCS, hosting.

Space Garbage (orbital debris)
Anything dumped in space, stays in space
until it reenters our atmosphere and
comes right back at us as a flaming ball
of trash. This space garbage is tracked
by NASA. Currently there are over 9000
pieces in the Earth’s orbit. They don't
want their rockets and space stations
bumping into this stuff at 700,000 MPH.
Bad things would happen. Dumping
garbage in space is incredibly expensive
($20,000 per pound) and not the answer.

NIMBY Syndrome (Not in my
backyard) Who wants to live next to
a dump? Much of the urban garbage
is shipped out- of- state to somewhere

One of her key concepts was that i nonurban. Although the dump sites are
of sustainability. Kay "f/,’CK?e” Stalr.te,;j the e%"cat.’/o” supposed to be totally contained, they

SUSTAINABILITY: Meeting the needs wit a?:oi‘;*vt%’; /nga;egvlg_?]iv:tal g all leak either methane gas or liquid that
of the present, without compromising the _ has “bad stuff” in it that may contaminate
ability to meet the needs of the future. the aquifers. The further the trash has to be

Her other key concept was that trucked, the more expensive it becomes to
water=energy. Embodied water is the concept of dispose of. An lllinois resident makes 8 pounds
how much fresh water it takes to make a specific of garbage per day!
product. An example is: a % Ib. hamburger takes So what is the answer? Everything is
1 gallon. Every drop counts. We are fortunate connected. We can't continue to do what we are
that we are water “rich.” The Great Lakes doing, it's not sustainable. Kay offers solutions.
comprise 21% of the world surface fresh water. To be an environmentalist you must be an activist.
We have an obligation to use that water wisely. ZERO WASTE is the answer. We need

Some of her other concerns are: to re-think how we purchase everything.

Ocean Floating Garbage Patches Kay recommends a “cradle to grave” assess-
Our satellites track these floating garbage ment. How is the product made, how is it used
islands which are 30 feet thick and hundreds and where does it go when we are done with
of yards across. Most of the garbage patches it. Everything needs to be composted, reused,

This year's theme was “Going I 1
Green.”

The first speaker of the day was
Kay McKeen, President of SCARCE (School
and Community Assistance for Recycling
and Composting Education). SCARCE is
a not-for-profit environmental education
organization. Kay's presentation was titled
"Are We Doing Enough?” Her goal is
to raise awareness of environmental
concerns. She spoke of our responsibility
of not leaving a”mess"” behind for future
generations. She has found that by
educating people, they do care about the
environment and want to become part
of the solution.

|
|

are non-degradable plastic which is harmful to deformualated, demanufactured, and recycled.

the oceans creatures. The garbage is dumped off shore Sustainable solutions require “re-thinking."”

by coastal countries and this stuff just floats around and

around and around.... (continued on page 25)
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Other solutions:

e Green landscaping with native plants: drought resistant,
pest resistant, prevent erosion

e Install permeable pavers: decrease surface run off,
ground water recharge, reduce ice formation

e Rain barrels: collect rain water for plant use

¢ Water conserving toilets: dual flush
mode reduces use, check tank for leaks

¢ Soil conservation: utilize red wiggler
worms to eat food waste and produce
topsoil

e Use compostable food containers:
made with corn stalks that completely
break down

e E-Waste: use drop off sites to reduce
hazardous waste in landfills

e Anti -idling Law: No trucks are allowed
to idle for more than 10 minutes

e Use CFLs: Compact florescent lights
use only 25% of the power of an
incandescent bulb

e Use power strip: turn off strip when
not in use

¢ Minimize cell phone charging: it only
takes 45 minutes to recharge phone

e Education is the most important part
of the environmental puzzle. Be a
leader, think GREEN. Provide education
for your staff and players.

¢ Why pay for something twice?
Reuse + Recycle = Green Economics

e Kay can be reached at
www.S-C-A-R-C-E.org

James Moore from the USGA was
the next speaker. Jim serves as the Director
of Construction Education. Prior to this
role, Jim worked the Mid-Continent
Region of Green Section for 12 years,
making over 1000 Turfgrass Advisory
Service Visits to courses throughout the
ten states of the Mid-Continent region.
His topic today was the history of the
putting green.

Jim started his presentation off
with a story told in his west Texas drawl
that made me think of Tommy Lee Jones.
The first greens were at St. Andrews in
Scotland. They were just grass cut around
the holes. As the game grew, more wear
was placed on the small greens. The
science of green construction was beginning.

The early greens are called “push up” greens. They
were anything but. Each green was constructed of very specific
components. Some of the materials included: sifted breeze,
sharp sand, peat moss, lime, fertilizer, and manure. Each
site was different and the ingredients varied.

As green construction evolved the size of the greens
became larger. Future changes came with internal drainage
and some included underground irrigation.

Jim Moore of the USGA brought
his casual and cut to the chase
demeanor to the Turf Clinic.

John Walton shared his vast knowledge
of fuels and the future with the audience.

Some different construction methods included: Beale,

C.B. MacDonald, Donald Ross, Purr-wick, California, and
eventually the USGA method.

After WWII, play continued to increase and the soil greens
were easily compacted. A new construction method was needed.

The USGA came out with their current specifications in 2004.
The ideal percolation rate is between 6 and
12 inches per hour. Greens that percolate
too fast are prone to leaching nutrients.

A new tool the USGA has been
working with is called the Trufirm Testing
Device. It is mainly used for USGA Champion-
ships, but will eventually be used for other
courses. The device measures overall firm-
ness. It drops a hammer device that is
attached to a computer feedback system
in order to record the data. It measures
COR (coefficient of restitution: you are
probably familiar with this concept to
measure driver faces) and penetration.

Some observations they made:

e Firmness is directly related to soil moisture

¢ Rolling has a minor effect

e Growth has an effect

® Green speed and firmness may be
independent

e The Trufirm Testing Device is also used
to test bunker sand firmness. You don’t
need to worry (for now) about your
Green Chairman using this tool, it has
a retail price tag of $10,000.

Our last presenter for the day was
John Walton, the Vice Chair of Chicago
Clean Cities. He is a member of the steer-
ing committee of Partners for Clean Air,
the State of lllinois Biofuels Investment
and Infrastructure work group, and the
Biofuels Utilization Subcommittee. John's
main job is as the Fleet Manager for the
Forest Preserve District of Dupage County.

John claims at this time there is no
shortage of oil or gas (the current fuel
prices seem to back this). This doesn't
mean that there won't be in the future.
Continued higher demands by our nation
and other developing countries could
create a shortage in the future. Oil is a
non renewable energy source. The U.S.
currently uses 25% of the world’s energy;
we comprise 5% of the population. Even-
tually the demand will exceed the supply and we will lose our
current lifestyle. We can change voluntarily or we can wait for
mandated change.

John offered the following alternative fuel resources:
Ethanol: Also known as E-85, which is 85% alcohol and
15% gasoline. It's made from corn in the good old US of A.
It can be made from many other biomaterials including switch
grass and woodchips.
(continued on next page)
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Biodiesel: Refined diesel fuel made typically from soybeans. Vegetable Oil: At this time this is not an EPA tested alternative

This fuel is a very good cleaning agent so it may initially cause fuel. It can be used directly in a diesel engine. It is not considered
filter problems after converting from diesel fuel. It can be used "good” for fleet use. There is a high amount of soot left in

in cold weather with additives. the engine.

CNG: Compressed natural gas. This is the same fuel you Those are the current choices for alternative fuels. For

use for cooking at home. It currently is further information John can be

the lowest fuel cost. The infrastructure
is very expensive but it is the safest,
cleanest fuel we use.

LPG: Liquid propane gas. This is
what you use in your outdoor BBQ.
This is the second cleanest fuel.

The infrastructure is inexpensive.
LNG: Liquid nitrogen gas. Frozen
natural gas is converted into a liquid.
Hydrogen: This is the fuel of the
future. It can be burned in normal
engines. It has the safest emissions
of all the fuels — water and oxygen.
Electric: Vehicles are “plugged in”
and charged. They will have a limited

range. Zero emissions. Low infra- Pat Hughes, Radio Play-by-Play
structure fuel cost. Announcer for the Chicago Cubs
Gaseous Coal: Coal can be made wrapped up the day at the 56th
into liquid fuel. The Air Force is cur- Annual Midwest Turf Clinic.
rently testing the product in jets. It

is an expensive technology.

reached at jwalton@dupageforest.com.
It was another great day of
education at the 56th Midwest Turf
Clinic. We continue to seek out and
explore new ways of meeting the
needs of our profession in the
future. Great job by the Education
Committee! -OC

Scott Verdun pedals to illuminate a few lights
to demonstrate the amount of power that a
candescent bulb uses compared to newer compact
fluorescent bulbs. Maybe next year we can power
the LCD projector with the bike and take turns.
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MAGCS
Luke Cella, Editor

IN MOTION

2009 MAGCS Hospitality Reception

The MAGCS Hospitality Reception will take place in New
Orleans in conjunction with the Golf Industry Show. The event
will take place on Thursday, February 5th at 7:00 p.m. at the
Loews New Orleans Hotel. We have reserved their Piazza D'ltalia
(pictured below) for a first-ever outdoor (weather permitting)
Reception. If the weather is not conducive the event will take
place upstairs in the Louisiana Ballroom. The Loews Hotel is
located at:

300 Poydras Street,

New Orleans, LA, 70130

866-211-6411.

The Reception is open to all
MAGCS members and their
guests, thanks in great part to
our Golden Tee Sponsors, all of
who are listed at magcs.org as they solidify their commitment
to this event. We hope to see many of you there.

Dues Renewal

MAGC dues renewal is in full swing. Paper invoices
have been sent to all current members as well as a few email
reminders. Remember you can pay your dues online or by US
Mail. Please make sure all of your contact information is up to
date by the end of January, 2009. We will be downloading all
of the membership data then to create our printed 2009
membership directory.

MAGCS

The December issue is upon us and this wraps another
fine year for On Course. We had a number of great articles
published this past year; a special thank you to all those that
took the time to put their thoughts on paper to share with our
membership. If you have a story you want to tell, the 2009 edi-
torial calendar is being developed at present and there is a slot
for you. Please contact Harry Lovero, Editorial Chairman and
Golf Course Superintendent at Orchard Valley Golf Course.

ON COUIRSE

Another thank you is due to all of our advertisers that
supported the magazine in 2008. Without their support, it
would be difficult to deliver such a high quality publication

each month. Make sure you support our advertisers as you make
your purchasing decisions in the coming months.

All of our current advertisers have received the 2009
On Course Advertising Contracts and Rate Sheets. If there
are companies that you currently use for products and services,
make sure they know how to reach our membership through
On Course. Please forward their contact information to
the MAGCS office.

MAGCS Member Serving Our Country

As we enter into the Holiday Season, please remember Staff
Sergeant Dean Styburski (Assistant Golf Course Superintendent
at Western Acres Golf Course in Glen Ellyn) and his family.

Dean was deployed to Afghanistan in the early part of November.
He writes of Afghanistan:

"It is very remote. I'm surrounded by mountains and | am
at an elevation of over 7,000 feet above sea level. Afghanistan,
here is very dry and dusty. The war is on, sad to say, but with
your prayers and thoughts, hopefully all of our service members
will come home safely. This is the real deal here, and | am as
prepared as | can be.”

As you are writing your Christmas cards in the coming
weeks, include one for Dean and the other brave men and
women who serve so unselfishly.

SSG Dean Styburski

1st Platoon 333rd MP CO

FOB Waza Khwa

APO, AE 09354

“Here is a picture of my Team, Dragon Hammer 13
(SSG Dean Styburski on left). Things are going well here
as they say. Well as well as can be. | hope all is well there.
So long for now. Send letters.”
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MIDWEST PERSONALITIES
Doug Davis, Flagg Creek Golf Course

Job Title: Golf Course Superintendent

MAGCS Member Since: 1994

Date of Birth: March 22, 1961

Place of Birth: Maquoketa, lowa

Current Residence: Aurora, IL

College/Degree: A.A.S. Horticulture Turf Management

Spouse/Children: Johneen wife, Traeger 17, Russell 16
sons

My Favorite Childhood Memory is:  Family driving to
Northern Minnesota for 2 weeks of boating,
fishing, cabin living. | don’t know how they did it
but | thank them for it.

My Personal Hero: My father Larry Davis

My Professional Mentors: Frank Fuller, Bob Graunke,
Dave Ostert

Favorite Actor: Bela Lugosi

Favorite Musical Performer: Brian Setzer and his Orchestra

Favorite Restaurant: Key Wester (where | met my wife)

Favorite “Pig Out” Food: Hot buttered popcorn

Favorite TV Show: ESPN Sportscenter

Favorite Professional Sports Team: Oakland Raiders of the 70's

Favorite Pro Athlete: Muhammad Ali

Favorite Pro Golfer: Jack Nicklaus

My Handicap Index: 17

My Favorite Place to Play Golf is: Oak Quarry, Riverside, CA

My Best/Most Memorable Round: A scramble event at
Flagg Creek with my Dad, brother, and sister as
teammates. We never played the course before
and tied for 1st place.

The Most Interesting/Exotic Place I've been: Downtown New
York City, or Harvard University, Boston, MA

The Book I've Been Recommending Lately: Public Enemies
(the birth of the FBI)

The Last Great Movie | Saw: The Shawshank Redemption

In my Spare Time | Enjoy: Practice music, run competi-
tively, train my beagle, being a good husband.

Three Words that Best Describe Me: Driven, clever, funny

What | Enjoy Most about My Job: The change of seasons,
freedom to run my own operation, compliments
for a job well done.

What | Enjoy Least about My Job: When someone does
not have the same sense of urgency to accomplish
something as | do.

I'm a MAGCS Member Because: Because | am recognized
for the professional | am as well as contributing
to the successful profession of my fellow MAGCS
members. -OC

New Greens
Rebuilt Tees
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WAUPACA
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All I Want for Christmas is...

New Bunker Sand

A Perfect Practice Range d
Natural Red Stone Pathways

Call Sharon this winter to talk
about your project wish list! L
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On Course and the MAGCS thank our December advertisers.
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