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Preparations for the 36th Ryder Cup are underway in
Co. Kildare, Ireland with the team of The K Club and Toro.
Shouldn’t you team up with a leader also?
Call your local Toro distributor TPEC and ask for a demonstration.

Whitey Anderson 630-251-4832 Joe Etten  630-284-8492
Dave Holler 630-244-6477 Tim Snell 708-284-8497

Steve Stewart 630-284-8496
m Countonit.




OCTOBER 2006
Volume 60 No. 5

FronT COVER
vanhoe's Marsh number seven.
{photo credit: Justin VanLanduit)

PRESIDENT
Gary Hearn, Salt Creek G.C.

Home: 630-540-1460, Office: G30-7734790 ON Course WiTH THE PRESIDENT

- il: . Id LAttt i
E-mail: g.hearn@worldnet.att.net 3 Leaves Are Changlng CO]O]‘

VICE PRESIDENT Gary Hearn
Tim Anderson, Naperville C.C.
Home: 630-718-9601
E-mail: tjanderso@aol.com

Direcror’s COLUMN

SECRETARY / TREASURER .
Dave Bracch, Gler BAHGIE 5 On to the Pasture of Past Presidency
Home: 608-757-2328, Office: 608-856-0240 Phil Zeinert

E-mail: dbraasch@gleneringolf.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Luke Cella 7 MIDWEST BREEZES
MAGCS, 11855 Archer Ave,, Lemont, IL 60439 Brad Anderson

Office: 630-243-7900, Fax: 630-257-0362

E-mail: luke@magcs.org

BOARD
Paul Bastron, Glen Flora C.C. F EATURE AR TICLE

Home: 847-746-7212, Office: 847-244-6305 11 The Supporting Team Player

E-mail: pdbastron@sbcglobal.net Jori.Jennifigs

Tony Kalina, Prairie Landing G.C.
Home: 630-690-2683, Office: 630-232-1650
E-mail: tkalina@prairielanding.com

Tom Prichard, lvanhoe Club COMMENTARY
Home: 815-337-9217, Office: 847-566-2050 17 The Grass Profession

E-mail: tprichard@tivanhoeclub.com y
Rusty Stachlewitz

Todd Schmitz, Phillips Park G.C.
Home: 630-851-5636, Office: 630-898-5296
E-mail: tschmitz@aurora-il.org

D St S Tecunicaty Seeaxine wirh JEMA

Home: 630-357-4871; Office: 630-898-6139 : :

E-?nrr;ﬁ: Djsterr@aol.com % 21 NOthlng To do On Rainy Days? Ha!
Scott Witte, Cantigny G.C. Ted Saenksen

Home: 630-497-1909, Office: 630-260-8182
E-mail: switte@tribune.com

PRESIDENT EMERITUS 22 THE BULL SHEET
Phil Zeinert, Elgin C.C. John Gurke
Home: 815-748-5730, Office: 847-622-4823
E-mail: r@elgi
B0 32 Miowest EDucaTion RECAP

COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVE Brad Anderson
Sharon Riesenbeck, Waupaca Sand & Solutions
E-mail: sharon@waupacasand.com

CLASS 'C’ REPRESENTATIVE 36 MiDWEST PERSONALITIES
John Ekstrom, Hinsdale Golf Club
Home: 815-436-2281, Office: 630-986-1323
E-mail: snapp79@aol.com 37 Mb;e‘;eg Cs IN Morion
TURFGRASS ADVISOR

Dr. Randy T. Kane
University of lllinois & CDGA

630-257-2005
EDITORIAL CHAIRMAN
Scott Witte g g - . . > ber 24
E-mail: switte@tribune.com The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents {MAGCS?, foundcd_ December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
ASSQCIATE EDITOR scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.
John Gurke : : 2 — s .
E-mail: Boomding@aol.com We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the

Brad Andercon individual and collective prestige of the members.

E-mail: bradkim@earthlink.net The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner thar is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.

GRAPHIC ARTIST
Mark Karczewski

This publication is not copyrighted. We would like to All editorial and advertisement inquines should be directed to Luke Cella, Publisher, On Course. 11855 Archer Avenue,
share our articles with any w%g would like to use them, Lemont, IL, 60439, (630) 243-7900 or visit www.magcs.org for rates and requirements. Statements of fact and opin-
but please give the author and On Course credit. ion are the responsibility of the authors alone and do not imply an opinion on the part of the officers or members

WWW.magcs.org 1


mailto:tjanderso@aol.com
mailto:luke@magcs.org
mailto:switte@tribune.com
mailto:Boomding@aol.com
mailto:bradkim@earthlink.net
http://www.magcs.org

PR e

" The Real Master-of the Fairway

Although there are many pretenders to the throne, there's only
one Jacobsen® SLF-1880™. In a class by itself, the super-lightweight
SLF-1880 is the industry’s lightest fairway machine — providing

you more attractive turf as a result of significantly less
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>

‘compaction. The SLF-1880 is also more maneuverable than
the competition, allowing you to mow fairways, aprons and
approaches with just one machine. And, the SLF-1880
patented lift-arm mechanism allows its 18" reels to i
‘easily glide over undulating terrain — giving

yoﬁ é_ smooth, greens-quality cut

everywhere you mow. It's no surprise

that world-class courses like Arnold

Palmer’s Bay Hill Club & Lodge choose

Jacobsen products like the SLF-1880 to E &. : _nwmmp“{;m%&w;_.

; . o ' . ub & Lot
provide superior turf conditions every day. Contact one i oy HEGUOX kores,

of the Burris Equiprﬁent locations below for more information.

WAUKEGAN CORPORATE OFFICE  LAKEMOOR BRANCH OFFICE
2216 N. Greenbay Rd. {located behind Fisher Bros. Concrete)
. fatman | Waukegan, IL 60087 27939 W.Concrete Dr. Frankfort, IL 6042
 HILL CLUB & LODGE (847) 336-1205 Ingelside, IL 60041 (815) 464-6650
: (815) 363-4100 F

en, A Textron Company. All rights reserved.
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WITH THE PRESIDENT
Gary Hearn Salt Creck Golf Club
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Where did the season go? Fall is here and winter is just around the corner. My presidency is coming to
an end, and I am gasping for arr.  This bas been a very busy year for me, what with being President,
course issues at Salt Creek, and outside distractions from friends and family. It’s still a great pleasure
being President of the best chapter in GCSAA.

I love Fall, the best of all seasons. I enjoy playing golf this time of the
vear. I tend to admire the landscaping more. It’s less crowded on the course. I
get a chance to relax and absorb the cool fresh air, but most of all — I enjoy
doing projects. There is time for reflection, for growth (course value and
improvements), for personal (gratification and desire) and family (understand-
ing and unselfishness) issues. These are values that can be lost due to
distractions, self doubt, and being misguided. This is the time to find those
values again.

Our annual event is almost upon us. Tony Kalina has a great line-up for
the 54th Midwest Turf Clinic being held at Medinah Country Club, on
November 1st. There’s a Roundtable with Course Architects, a speaker from
R.IS.E. (dealing with pesticides), speakers from USGA for the afternoon ses-

The Sﬂtz.ifﬂction sion, and an ‘Improv’ skit dealing with golf. Please, Paul Voykin, put your
3 X phone on VIBRATE in case Dudley calls you from that heavenly golf course.
of ngrkzng w1 th Again I want to emphasize involvement (Sept. issue). Get involved with com-
mittees, or run for a position on the Board. The satisfaction of working with
vour peers and colleagues is rewarding and priceless. Also in November, we
yﬂ%’;”' PegVS ﬂnd have the Fall Dinner Dance at Ruth Lake Country Club. I want to thank Dan
. Marco for hosting this event. Bring your spouse or significant other, let your

‘;0”"3‘3‘9 ues is hair down, and dfnce the night aw%y?’ v ¢ !
. Reflecting back on the PGA Tournament at Medinah in August, I want
rewardi nyg and to thank Tom Lively and his crew for allowing me to work during tournament
. week. T hope I wasn’t a burden, especially to all the volunteers who worked
pf"zcgless. the grounds. It was a pleasure to interact with the touring Professionals (dur-

ing the practice rounds and on the driving range), to meet Rees Jones — course
architect for Medinah C.C., to watch Paul Vermuelen check turf conditions
and ask PGA Officials about course set up, to see Superintendent volunteers
doing stimpmeter readings, vendors supplying great food, and all the other vol-
unteers. The greatest enjoyment came from working with college students,
interns, assistants and employees from other courses, and Tom Lively’s staff.
What a connection can come from being with a large group of people working
to provide a venue that both the Professionals and the Fans can enjoy, whether
in person or from their television sets. [ gained a better understanding from
this group of what the future is in the turf industry. I would like to wish you
all good luck in your future endeavors, thank you for the memories, and thank
you for letting me be a part of your life for a fraction of a moment.

Nl
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DORMANT

FEED

For Better Results.

. Naturally. ‘

Milorganite

' ‘ For more information contact:

Jaime Staufenbeil
1.800.287-9645

www.milorganite.com
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Phil Zeinert Elgin Country Club

On to the Pasture
of Past Presidency

This being my last article as an MAGCS board member, I wonld like to recap my involvement with the
board and offer a few parting thoughts on why involvement with the MAGCS is time well spent.

Don Spier, who was a sales rep for Wally Fuchs of Turf Products, invited
me to an MAGCS monthly meeting in 1988. Don was very gracious with his
time. He mentored my transition into being a superintendent in the greater
Chicago land area. The atmosphere at the meeting was warm and fun-filled. I
soon joined the MAGCS.

Several years later I was asked to help out with registration and to become
a golf committee member. I have always enjoyed our monthly meetings, both
for the hospitality from and the variety in the host clubs. In my earlier years,
light competition was also a drawing card, not just the education. Now I look
forward to the camaraderie and education more than the competition—I guess
that’s due to age.

Next, one of the past presidents, I forget just which one, asked me to run
for the MAGCS board of directors. After two losses, my name came first on the
ballot the next time. That third time was the charm, and 1 was elected to the
board. The decision to run for the board was not made lightly. I’'m of course

. ] juggling time commitments with “giving back to my association.” As it turns
The topz cs and out, time spent with the MAGCS is beneficial, with positives outweighing the
vdeas discussed in egaiives ten-fold.

There are so many positives in serving the MAGCS; that the payback for
time spent is worth every minute. Many of the board members were new
acquaintances. Those friendships never would have happened without my serv-
ing on the board. These relationships will give back forever. The topics and

commaitice and

boa?’d 7’3‘286t3”£}5 ideas discussed in committee and board meetings are learning experiences in

‘ themselves. The various ideologies and methods employed by different board

are lb’ﬂ 1”752?@5 members were eye-opening as well. These experiences have helped me to

: & develop as a professional. Once again, [ cannot put a price tag on being

gxpgrzgncgs in involved with the MAGCS. What is learned by serving the MAGCS can not be
learned in a classroom or in a seminar.

thgﬂzsglves. We have accomplished much over the last seven years—the length of my

board service. Several major accomplishments come to mind. Hiring Luke Cella
as director has proven to enhance all that we do and to do it at a lower cost. Now
that we know Luke, the MAGCS knows that it is lucky to have his organization
and his many talents. And I know that Luke apprecmtes the opportunity to put
his many talents to work. What a great win-win. Another huge move forward is
the establishment of the Assistant Superintendents’ committee and their position
on the MAGCS board of directors. This group is very involved with the MAGCS
and their profession. The development of standard operating procedures and exit
forms has enhanced the transition from one committee chair to another. Being
headquartered at the golf house gives us an identity. It also facilitates manage-
ment of our association and our member resources. Finally, one almost takes for
granted the continued improvement of On Course, monthly meetings, and the
hospitality suite at the national conference.

(continued on page 27)
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24 hr. support - 1-866-SYNGENTA
-:_sgnzg__:gnt_aprofessionalprqduc-_tfs_._corn
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How do you measure playability? By the lush appearance, the smooth play, or a golfer’s
commitment to forsake all others for one more round. A Primo MAXX®

treated course has that kind of effect on golfers. This premier plant

growth regulator makes turf thicker and stronger for the ultimate in

play. Not only that, it preconditions turf and strengthens the root

system. Both greens and fairways require fewer mowings, saving fuel

and maintenance costs — it's practically liquid labor.

Turf that's consistent and yet provides crisper play, that's a golfer’s
dream. At Syngenta, we help make that dream a reality.

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using this product. ©2006 Syngenta

Syngenta Profe nal Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Primo MAXX" and the Syng » are trademarks of

a Syngenta Group Company. Treo'™ hardware depicted with permission of Pa



Brad Anderson, CGCS Associate Editor

Midwest Breezes

Big Foot Country Club, Jim Knulty

Built into the hills above Lake Geneva, in the village of
Fontana “land of many springs,” Big Foot Country Club
is one of those rare golf clubs where extraordinary natural
beauty and exceptional golf course design are combined.

Several artesian springs on the property form small
pools and brooks that meander through the course.
Where the brooks cross the lines of play, Jim Knulty has
contracted with Leafblad Landscaping to build foot-
bridges. The use of a fieldstone veneer gives the bridges a
natural look.

Jim has cleared many of the steep hillsides of trees
and buckthorn, and replanted them with perennial flowers
and native grasses. Stairwells are built into these slopes
using ledge-rock stone. These hillsides now provide a col-
orful backdrop for several holes, as well as some
spectacular vistas.

(continued on page 8)




L Breezes (continwed from page 7)

On the third hole, by moving the tee into the side of
a hill, Jim reconfigured a short, straightaway, par four into
a hard, dogleg left. This was a significant engineering feat
involving a large amount of clearing, building a tee into
the hillside, and constructing asphalt paths and stone stair-
ways up a steep grade.

The fairways at Big Foot are predominately bent-
grass, When Jim started at Big Foot 27 years ago, they
were cut over an inch, and predominantly bluegrass. But
as Jim began to bring the cut down, and use fertility and
watering practices appropriate for bentgrass, the bent
came in mostly on its own. In several sections of fairway

One of the many meandering brooks at
Big Foot CC that give the course natural beauty.

A veneered fieldstone bridge
at Big Foot fits well into the landscape.

8 OCTOBER 2006 On Course

Jim enhanced the conversion by mowing the turf down to
stubble. He then aerified and slit seeded into the scalped
turf. For Jim this worked as effectively as the conventional
“Round-up Conversion” program.

Over the years Jim has rebuilt nearly every tee and
bunker, making the entire course play superbly. Due to the
efforts of Jim Knulty, Big Foot Country Club is as challeng-
ing and stimulating to play as it is breathtaking to behold.

Brad Anderson, CGCS

A pool created by one of the natural
springs found on the property of Big Foot CC.

A view from atop a hillside that was
previously buckthorn, but now planted to
native flowers and grasses at Big Foot CC.
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your specialty ground construction, renovation and maintenance equ

- Skid steer, multi terrain and backhoe loaders, excavators, telehanc
and riding mowers, tillers, snow throwers, vacuums, blowers, util

eld power tools and more from leading manufacturer brands

o I by

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Dedicated to Sersice!

i .:" L * Sall 48 4 = .“!.-.
sine gdiffferenece.

etitively, quality products, prompt delivery.

u get fast, courteous service from Arthur Clesen Inc.
We've staked our reputation on it.

Try us and see the difference.

21.557.2290 MOKENA p. 7084442177 1§ 708.479.9477
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* Available in “Greé
* Multiple Varieties 11:00 A.M.
« Custom Grown to Your Specifications

* Delivered and Installed Thro“e Midwest

* Poa Free!

* Sand Based Low-Mow Bluegras ‘Tee height

Water Fescue Sod Availa

em i

1-800-310-0402

HOW EFFICIENT IS YOURS?

b Are your satellites outdated and you can no longer
? el
get parts? Benefit Today!
b Is your current 12-station limitation littering your

golf course with too many satellites? 72 station capabilities
; l ! and up to 16 stations
) How accurate is the station run time on your operating simultaneously

existing electro mechanical satellites?

b Are your old satellites handcuffing you and
the way you'd really like to water?

A Are your satellites easily expandable when it
comes time to add more rotors?

Experience...

n Yo ) / AR A Call HYDROLogic Today!
L U C)XE )
L—ANN = JCN S e \.—'_L'L 800.422.1487 www.hydrologic.net

Deoapeoagecomoal ?rﬁf.f"

Rain Bird satellites, offering ?2—station capacity, are the lowest cost per station satellites in the industry!
Let HYDROLogic help you make them the most effective.
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